MINUTES OF THE GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK ADVISORY 





COUNCIL MEETING





    October 30, 2003

The fourth regularly scheduled meeting of the Great Sand Dunes National Park Advisory Council was held at 1:00 p.m., on October 30, 2003, at the Moffat School Round Room, in Moffat, Colorado.  Robert Ogburn chaired the meeting.  Council members present were Christine Canaly, Hobart Dixon, Bill McClure, Robert Ogburn, Robert Philleo, George Whitten, Robert Zimmerman, and Herry Andrews.  Council member Michael Tetrault was absent, due to family medical reasons, and was excused.  Council member Terry Sandemeier was absent, unexcused.  Steve Chaney, Superintendent of Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve acted as the designated federal officer.  Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve staff attending the meeting were Barbara Irwin, Elizabeth Hall, Andrew Valdez, Fred Bunch, Phyllis Pineda, Jim Bowman and Kathy Zelenka.  Consultants Craig Vrabel, Jayne Aaron, and Miki Stuebe were present from the E2M office.  Consultant Suzy Stutzman, from the NPS support office in Denver was also present.

Special presenters who attended the meeting were:  David White, Santa Fe, New Mexico; Adrienne Anderson, Denver, Colorado; Chuck Pettee and Bill Hansen, from the NPS Water Rights Office; Peter Fahmy, attorney with the Department of the Interior Solicitor’s Office; and Renee Rondeau, from the Colorado Natural Heritage Program.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Minutes of the Westcliffe meeting, September 5, 2003, were discussed and approved with minor changes.  Mr. Chaney informed the board that Fitz Fitzgerald, of the Nature Conservancy, will be leaving the area for a job with the Minnesota Land Trust, and expressed his appreciation of Mr. Fitzgerald’s help and support.  Mr. Chaney updated the board on the most recent news concerning the Baca Ranch acquisition.  The house and senate conference committees have met, and the appropriations bill for the Department of the Interior is expected to pass, designating nine million dollars in FY04 toward the purchase of the ranch.  This still leaves approximately $2.5 million necessary for costs.  The Congressional delegation believes this will be allocated in FY05.  

Yale University money is not figured in at this point—they will determine the amount after closing.  Since the amount of shortfall is so small, The Nature Conservancy and the State Land Board may agree to take the State Land Board out of the agreement.  This may affect how the ranch is managed in the interim period, which could be as short as six months, or as long as one year.

The next meeting is to be a two-day workshop, scheduled for January 12 and 13, at the Blanca-Fort Garland Community Center, from 9:00 to 5:00 both days.  A three-day work-shop has been scheduled for April 5, 6, and 7, of 2004.  Mr. Chaney will select a viable location and inform members.

Suzy Stutzman provided each board member with a disposable camera and mailing envelope, and requested that each member take pictures in preparation for the January meeting.  She has asked that the pictures include views of the dune mass with the high peaks as a backdrop, and also views from the mountains.  She asks that members pay attention to the changing light and conditions, and different positions.  These will be used for a mapping assignment at the January workshop.  Please return cameras to Suzy by December 5, 2003.

Christine Canaly read an e-mail letter she received, written to the director of the National Park Service.  Steve will provide copies to board members in upcoming packet materials.

WATER RIGHTS PRESENTATION

Peter Fahmy, a water rights attorney at the Office of the Solicitor, touched on a few of the issues of Colorado water law that are pertinent to water rights issues for the Great Sand Dunes National Park.  Any water right obtained by NPS would have to be obtained under existing water laws.  These is no provision in Colorado water law for “in situ” ground water, which was addressed in paragraph B of the National Park legislation.  The filing may not take place until the park has been formally designated.  It may require a consensus of park service and community, including advisory council, as to what should be contained and how much water it will take to protect park resources.   Extensive preparation will need to be done prior to filing for any water right.  This water right would be held by the United States on behalf of the National Park Service.

Bill Hansen, hydrologist, presented next.  He described the water rights currently held by the Great Sand Dunes National Monument, as well as those acquired from the U.S. Forest Service at the time of the preserve acquisition.  The water rights held by the Baca Ranch will be assigned to the United States under the Fish and Wildlife Service.  He stated that efforts were started several years back to substantiate future claims, but additional work is needed prior to filing.  The NPS tries to project needs for fifty to one hundred years out, and tries to acquire rights that will meet those projected needs.  NPS has been working for 10 years to build a data base on the dunes, aquifers, and dunal ponds.   They still need a groundwater model for the water court, and are continuing to collect data.

Mr. Chaney said that it is important for the Advisory Council to help build a consensus among valley communities and the state before going forward with filing for water rights plans for GRSA.  The vision of the National Park is not fulfilled unless the water right is fulfilled.

BIOLOGICAL INVENTORY AND CONSERVATION ISSUES

Phyllis Pineda, GRSA biologist, and Renee Rondeau, of the Colorado Natural Heritage Program, presented information which they gathered about natural resources on park lands.  There are several areas of the future park which are of great concern.  There are currently 7 endemic insects, which are irreplaceable, whose range includes the dunefield and into the Baca Ranch.  There are also rare plant communities and fish on park lands.  The tiger beetle lives on the sand dunes where there is blowout grass.  Ms. Rondeau stated that there is no other place in Colorado like the interdunal wetlands, which are important stopovers for migrating birds.  Sand Creek, in particular, is one of the most pristine lower montane riparian areas in the state, and also contains diverse species of plants, and a cottonwood community with hardly any weeds.  Deadman Creek has an aspen stand with Rocky Mountain maple, which is rare, with only 20 known occurrences in the world.  This is one of the largest found.  There is also a rare plant—the Smith-Whitlow grass.

After questioning, Ms. Rondeau stated that she would encourage a management plan that focuses on the fragility of these areas.  Lots of human traffic translates to invasive species, and she believes both Sand Creek and Deadman Creek would have an increase of weeds.  Current human use of the area is minimal, as Deadman Creek has only a skinny animal trail, and Sand Creek has a trail that is extremely hard to get to, and therefore doesn’t get much use.  Deadman Creek also has fish and bat species which are rare, including the Rio Grande cutthroat trout, and the pale-nosed bat.  The Liberty Mine has one of the only breeding colonies of the pale-nosed bat in the state.  These bats migrate, summering and having their babies here, and then going south to Texas and Mexico for the winter.  Experts have been concerned about this bat for many years, and they will need to be monitored.  Ms. Rondeau stated that this is totally different from the bat colony at the Orient Mine.  Breeding colonies, such as that found at the Liberty Mine, are very important to protect.

Ms. Rondeau added that the lower part of Deadman Creek has a riparian community different from the upper part of the creek, and includes a combination of juniper and cottonwood that is the largest of only ten occurrences of such a community in the state of Colorado.  Antelope Springs, a wetland surrounded by sand sheet, has some of the same characteristics as interdunal wetlands, including the slender spider flower.  There are very few places that support this flower in the San Luis Valley.  It is also a great area for amphibians.  Ms. Canaly asked if amphibian populations have been researched, and Ms. Rondeau replied that it needs to be done.  She highly recommends monitoring before the F&WS plan is developed.

Maps of critical areas will be copied and supplied to council members.  

ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Dr. Adrienne Anderson, an archeologist with the National Park Service, presented information about studies done at GRSA.  The purpose of the studies is to investigate past human use of the entire dune system, and to interpret that information for the public.  Human use of the area can be divided into major groups:  


1—high country above 9000 feet;


2—woodland corridor;


3—main dune mass;


4—sandsheets and wetlands areas.

Studies have uncovered the earliest evidence in the state of Colorado of Paleo-Indians (big game hunters), most of which was focused around ponds.  They have uncovered the first house pit to be discovered in the San Luis Valley, which is different from temporary house sites, as it indicates staying in the area for a while.  They have found fire-cracked rock in the middle of the dunes.  For the period beginning 2,500 years ago, they have found a great deal of information, including lots of temporary camp sites, sites in the high country, and sites which contain pottery and organic remains which can be dated.  A recent survey of the high country indicates a tremendous number of sites on the west side of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.

Additionally, there are a number of historic sites on park lands, including the Herard and Trujillo homesteads, and the Montville site.  The Medano Ditch is probably one of the earliest water rights set aside to move water from one drainage to another, dating to 1892.

Out of 3,000 acres surveyed, 206 sites have been documented.  Four wickiups have been found, and the park also boasts the largest extant stand of culturally peeled trees.  Dr. Anderson stressed that archaeological resources are fragile and very significant, and that at present, we don’t know very much about them.

Dr. David White, of Santa Fe, New Mexico, presented results from  an ethnographic study which he conducted for GRSA.  This study focused on Native Americans in the San Luis Valley as a whole.  He found four distinct types of affiliation with the San Luis Valley:


1—direct and enduring affiliation;


2—oral traditions of connections with SLV (no historic record);


3—groups that have documents that show they were here in earlier times, 



although only a fleeting connection with SLV;


4—a connection with SLV because of trade or fighting with people who



were here.

Those groups with a direct and enduring affiliation are the Ute, the Navajo, and the Jicarilla Apache, whose historical information suggests they were here before the Ute.

Those with oral traditions which tie them to the SLV are the Keresan Pueblos, Tewa Pueblos, Tiwa Pueblos, and the Towa.  Keresan may have been the first pueblos in the Rio Grande area.  Taos Pueblo has Tewa ancestors.   Those with fleeting connections to the SLV include the Comanche, Hopi, Kiowa, Paiute and Tewa and Tiwa Pueblos.  The Jemez Pueblo has known shrines on the southern periphery of the SLV. 

The sites considered sacred to Native peoples include Mount Blanca and the dunes themselves, and some groups believe that the Pueblo emergence sight is located in the SLV.  The Puebloan emergence story is shared by the Apache and the Navajo, although the Tewa Pueblos are most often and most clearly associated with the SLV.  To Pueblo peoples, water is a sacred substance, and is often depicted in their art.  They are interested in water in all its forms, including clouds and mists, and this area is sacred because of the Rio Grande, which has nurtured these people for the last 10,000 years.

The dunes themselves are considered sacred.  The Navajo have some stories that relate to Jicarilla stories concerning the dunes.  Jicarilla have used black sand from the dunes for their sand paintings.  The Jicarilla have also shared stories of coming over Medano Pass at night, using the tremendous viewing advantage above the dunes to see if anyone was moving below them.  They also shared that peeling the trees provided a very sweet, good food, considered a delicacy at the right time of the year.

Ethnography is important because of legal issues, such as the National Historic Preservation Act, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, and the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act.  In addition, Dr. White emphasized the greater depth and diversity of interpretation of park resources available from ethnographic studies, and the importance of good neighbor relationships.

Dr. White also emphasized that careful consideration needs to be given as to which areas are opened to visitation.  There are areas of the park where human remains have been found, and a number of consultations have been done with Native peoples.  There seems to be a high density of human remains not found in other areas.  Mesa Verde has a great deal also, but this was a place where people lived all the time.  There must be some cultural beliefs about this area because of the large number of human remains.  The tribal peoples wish to have the remains left alone.  These are issues which Dr. White believes the council must consider seriously.

Jicarilla peoples come up annually to gather black sand as part of a religious ceremony.  Such paintings are done in a kiva as a part of prayers, and are then destroyed, never seen by outsiders.  The Navajo still go to Mount Blanca with some degree of regularity.  Dr. White believes that Native peoples also visit the emergence site, but believes this information is very sensitive in nature.  He also stated that there are many things about the area that we are not being told.

PUBLIC COMMENT

A member of the audience requested that the posters produced by Dr. Adrienne Anderson be made available to the public on the web site.  Fred Bunch will work with Dr. Anderson to get that done.  A request was made to volunteer to work with Dr. White, who declined, stating that the study is almost complete.  Volunteer opportunities do exist for archeological work with Dr. Anderson.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be a two-day workshop, January 12 and 13 at the Blanca-Fort Garland Community Center.  Suzy Stutzman will be reporting back to the public with a newsletter to come out in November which summarizes the work to this point.  There will be another newsletter after the next workshop.  Board members Herry Andrews, Robert Philleo, Christine Canaly, and George Whitten expressed their appreciation of the information presented at today’s meeting, and are in favor of another such informational meeting.

Discussion was held concerning the lack of audience at Westcliffe and Moffat sites, and concern that more attempts be made to hold meetings in Crestone.  There will definitely be a one-day workshop in Crestone next summer, which would probably be more interesting to Crestone residents than the workshops planned for January and April.  Mr. Chaney will make the final decision as to where to hold the April meeting, based on available facilities.  Mr. Chaney will hold another public comment meeting in Crestone soon, and will send out the date for anyone who wants to join him.

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth Hall, Assistant for Steve Chaney, Designated Federal Official

I hereby certify the accuracy of these minutes as approved by the Advisory Council.

______________________________________________           _________________________

Robert Ogburn, Chair
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