All Public Comments Verbatim – June 2003

Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve

General Management Plan

	Comments Verbatim

	CommentID#
	PlanningIssues/Opportunities
	WhatMakesGRSAspecial?
	WildernessSuitability
	OtherThoughts/Ideas

	01
	Redo some of the campsites--especially in the backcountry--Dry Creek--etc.--Plus access road across a small creek was hard to cross without getting stuck--better trail head access road..& call box for emergency.
	It’s a place where you can feel alive--hiking, camping and star gazing out in the Dunes--give you a new belief--freedom--easy access--
	Access boundaries & private camp expense $$-- sometimes in the backcountry too much of a good thing isn't nec. a good thing.
	Sad to see the creek dried out :( A call box somewhere out in the middle of all the Dunes for emergency (not a pole--a small stump box) in case a party gets lost out there with no cell phone. Have night tours from the visitor's center for tourists--

	02
	#1 Water Issues - protecting the water reserves etc for dune stabilization & wildlife. #2 Protecting area from intrusions - i.e. eliminate roads, ATV's, ranching
	So unique. What a neat, unique combination of desert, forest ecosystems. Great educational resource. An oasis of beauty, solitude.
	Several insect species ende to sand dunes. Wildlife herds that need forested areas surrounding the dunes - This is a harsh environment - animals need all the help they can get!
	The San Luis Valley is a unique area - very poor economically and politically which makes it more difficult to protect. We have the opportunity to expand and protect a wonderful area. Don't miss this chance because it would never recover!

	03
	Minimal negative impact on neighboring communities, the park itself including all plant + animal species, while providing access to the public and some opportunity for increased financial benefit to the park system + neighboring communities. Water conservation.
	The dunes - the creeks - the location in the valley - its complex ecosystem - the sky - the wildlife + plants that are in and around it.
	Wildlife + plant habitat + species - compatibility with adjacent lands, lack of or availability of easy access. Migration patterns. Desires of neighboring communities.
	As chairman of the Crestone Baca Planning Commission I know that the Baca P.O.A will be sending out newsletters to their membership and it might be possible to get some current opinions about the direction the majority would like to see concerning development and impacts on the park's northern neighbor by working with them.

	04
	1. How to handle increased visitation after "National Park" designation. 2. Protection of Medano Creek and its drainage basin as well as protection of seasonal playa-like wetlands in valley outside the dunes. 3. Census new areas for unique flora and fauna.
	The dunes, fore-dunes area, and surrounding arid shrubland and forest ecosystems, the unique hydrological systems, the flora & fauna, the archeological & historical sites.
	Remoteness, type of access, proximity to previously established wilderness areas.
	Great Sand Dunes serves as both a "County Park" for Alamosa & the surrounding areas, and a "National Park" for visitors from more distant areas. Balancing the local playground function with the protected ecosystem function is likely to be a more difficult challenge as visitation increases. Thanks!

	05
	Purchase any water rights available for Medano & Sand Creek. Plan for increased traffic in the 4-wheel drive areas and consider caps on these areas. Open up Sand Creek from the Hooper side (westside of the dunes) to help disperse 4-wheel drive impact & make Sand Creek catch and release fishing. Expand picnic & parking & camping.
	Excellent family site. Unusual combination of beautiful scenery. Nice camping area + hiking area. I especially like the 4-wheel drive area behind the dunes.
	
	

	06
	
	
	
	

	07
	The impact of vehicles on the environment and wildlife. As has been seen in parks such as Yosemite, Yellowstone, and others, vehicular traffic has become a detriment. Planning should consider parking areas outside the park and hydrogen cell/propane fueled shuttle busses should be the only vehicles besides ranger's vehicles. Most importantly, there should be a total ban of ATV's, snowmobiles and 4x4 touring vehicles. No Open Fires.
	Its geology, wildlife, and the juxtaposition of sand dunes against high mountain peaks. The delicate structure of a desert environment demands special protection.
	1. Wildlife species that need federal protection 2. Geographically/geologically unique landscapes that are fragile and under risk of development, exploitation and ruin. 3. Ecological corridors that don't exist elsewhere in the area.
	I am a videographer and photographer and would be interested in producing a video or documentary regarding the creation of this new park. Please call at your convenience - 970-231-3561 Thanks!

	08
	1. ATV use - provide for but keep separate & far away from hikers. 2. Preservation/protection of watershed of Medano & Sand Creeks (National Preserve Area)
	1. Medano Creek - surging flow, the "beach" in Colorado. 2. Rugged mountains as a backdrop for Sand Dunes.
	Mountainous nature of National Preserve (great for wilderness hiking & camping)
	1. Expand camping areas - have been turned away so many times, & the Country Oasis is not near as nice. 2. Commend Friends of the Dunes for their efforts & activities. Have been a regular at Castles, Kites, & Concert events for many years.

	09
	
	
	
	

	10
	Weapon free corridor around subdivision - clearly marked + strictly enforced. Fee structure compensating communities/counties for loss of elk in Management Plan. Control of access to Forest, Park, + F+W lands through subdivision.
	Unspoiled, undisturbed, minimally managed, majestic, unique land formaitons.
	
	Bike/hike trails but no other access to Forest/Park, F+W lands from the subdivision.

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	Water Usage (Showers), Drinking Water (Can water be collected + stored?), Recreational Opportunities, Educational Opportunities, Camp Ground Enlargement, Camping Facilities Maintenance, Section Campground (tent only/rec. vehicle only/group only/etc.)
	Of course the hills of sand - Sangre de Cristo Mountains. The one of a kind insects. Wildlife and beautiful sunsets that turn the dunes into different hues and colors. Scenery is outstanding.
	Bird counts - Noise levels - Health of fish + land animals - Vegetation growth - Beaver activity - Age of forest - Human activity such as hiking, fishing, hunting, snowshoeing, camping.
	Would the San Luis Lakes Campground and Recreational Facility merge with the National Park & Preserve for maintenance and patrolling? Will this future sight boost economy for Alamosa, Mosca and will it bring in future tourist traps such as gambling - museums - helicopter tours - airplane tours - more recreational opportunities?

	13
	1. How to make the dunes more handicapped accessible! Perhaps more accessible trail to bottom of dunes. 2. Acquisition of surrounding properties (continue) and how to use Baca Ranch, etc. 3. Is "sandboarding" an acceptable use. Possible damage?
	Wow, there is so much! Proximity to the Saugre's, wildlife patterns and of course the dunes themselves.
	It is obvious to me they do, but perhaps include the importance to the entire monument and surrounding areas. Wildlife migrations patterns and the need to protect the Dunes from vehicle systems in surrounding areas.
	My wife is handicapped and I would like her to have more access without creating a Disneyland like entity.

	14
	Most Crestone residents feel that preservation of peace and quiet is essential to the character of the community and want to see tourists, commercial, motorized use in the south and low-impact use, not routed through the Baca Grande, in the north.
	A strange diversity. Medano Creek pulse, open range wildlife watching, especially bison.
	The facet that they are adjacent to existing wilderness, but considering impacts on biology of wilderness vs. non-wilderness in climatically changing times.
	Where are the buffalo? Since the Nature Conservancy took over Rocky Mt. Bison, a favorite place - the Zapata Ranch restaurant/resort has been permanently "closed for season" Just looks like another private cow operation and, frankly, a disapprovement. May the buffalo roam, the deer and antelope play! Boo to moo. 

	15
	Plan on access to dunes from various sites. Have the ability to allow careful usage by all citizens.
	Is there any other such place in the Americas?
	
	Excellent idea and movement ~ Keep up the good work.

	16
	Keep local residents informed always!
	That it is NOT a destination park.
	None - all lands that can be added to the park will preserve more of America.
	No access of any sort thru Baca Grande.

	17
	The impact the SD will now receive by making it a NP. Housing trac developed because its now a NP - gas stations, lodges…Increased development in region.
	It's location in relation to the Sangre De Cristo Range. Like snow the sand changes and leaves no foot prints behind.
	It's a hands on place - wilderness should have hiking access with no fees. Above all cost! Cost of creating wilderness lands or calling them wilderness and the cost to NPS.
	No fees on public lands.

	18
	More picnic areas - tours to the north side of Dunes
	the dunes themselves, Medano Creek, the mountains behind the dunes
	the range of animals in the area
	more signs directing people to the dunes on the highways coming into the valley, picture guides of what animals and plants can be seen

	19
	
	
	
	NO park roads or access (hiking or biking trails that people would drive to) through the Baca POA subdivision!!!

	20
	None at this time
	The unique area
	None at this time
	None at this time

	21
	I encourage the Park Service to open the new acreage to some sort of public access if it can be done without a second costly entrance or without a road disturbing the western wind funnel, sand gathering areas.
	---the setting of high peaks as a backdrop and the wide expanse of the valley to the west, and the water of Medano Creek during spring runoff making an invigorating contrast between walking barefoot through ice cold water and the struggle through hot loose sand in high top shoes to reach the 660 ft. summit.
	The term "wilderness suitable" puzzles me. Being a National Park in itself protects land from unwanted encroachment. Therefore, I question the need for wilderness designation. The wilderness label for the sake of adding one more to the list is nice if one were keeping score, but bureaucratically it costs tax money to administer.
	I understand that a San Luis Valley chapter of PEO, a women's club, was responsible for establishing the Sand Dunes as a National Monument. This story should be told more prominently in the new Visitor's Center.

	22
	Planning for future growth - should we have more campgrounds + restrooms? Is there suitable terrain/habitat for this? If so, can campgrounds be rotated so that one area is always recovering in a given year? If food services are in the works, a low-key, structurally-integrated cafeteria like the one at Mesa Verde National Park would be infinitely nicer than commercial, chain-style food establishments. Also, the Sand Dunes would offer a wonderful opportunity for astronomy-related activities, I would think.
	It's relatively non-commercial small size, + above all, the quiet! No ATV's or other noisy, machine-powered vehicles should be allowed in Great Sand Dunes or in adjacent areas. There are fewer + fewer places left any more where man-made noise is not intrusive. The dunes are also a great, safe place for children-but keep dogs off! - so kids + parents aren't stepping in their feces!
	How badly fragmented by roads is the area to be considered? Are the watersheds protected and intact? Where grazing may be allowed, is sustainable management employed? (such as time, intensity, + duration; + "cows-off" riparian areas). Are there important plants and wildlife that need buffer zones + "hands-off" management? (Including NO DOGS in wilderness areas - they stress out wildlife).
	Enforcement is now almost non-existent in many national parks and monuments + natural areas. I have always been willing to pay fees, but little money goes to enforcement - staff of various parks have told us that. But if we can't drum up the resources to protect the areas we are responsible for, we don't deserve to have them. Without meaningful enforcement, our parks are rapidly evolving into nothing more trashed playgrounds.

	23
	The protection of the Sand Dunes from overuse by recreationists, such as boarders + bikes. It's not a beach or a place for off road vehicles.
	The geological story behind it and the wildlife around it.
	Standards exist for wilderness designation, but politics may enter into the decisions with anti-environmentalists in the national government.
	Go in the direction of preservation. I was happy to see the areas being considered in addition to the Dunes.

	24
	Cancel the proposed new entrance to the National Park through Medano Pass. This appalling idea is an insult to the designated wilderness, which it will pass through, and a threat to western Huerfano County in the form of extra traffic, unwanted development, trash, economic dislocation, and the myriad negative ecological effects of roads. In the related matter of the Wilderness Review, the road cherry-stemmed through the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness should be considered for wilderness (i.e. close, remove, and revegetate the road). Roads have no place in wilderness. There are plenty of roads elsewhere and not much wilderness.
	Except the Dunes themselves (and the sand sheet, surge flow, closed basin, etc.), the extreme consideration and accommodation of the commodity interests (ranchers, irrigators, hunters, mining) and business interests (developers, tourism, Saguache County Commissioners) in the creation of the National Park and Preserve was especially depressing.
	The National Park Service (NPS) should consider that nearly all land in the region, public and private, is grazed by domestic livestock, and further consider that about half of all federally designated wilderness areas are grazed by domestic livestock. So, we don't need any more wilderness areas that are utilized by the livestock industry like the Spanish Peaks and Greenhorn wilderness areas. If you can't designate a livestock-free wilderness, then don't designate any. Ranched land isn't wilderness.
	This planning process would be a good opportunity to consider the welfare of creatures other than human beings and their domestic charges. This was notably absent during the bargaining phase of the National Park's creation. Preliminary Issues: Purpose, significance, mission, and mission goals for the expanded park and preserve: Purpose and Mission: a place where wild creatures and natural processes can exist unhindered by civilization. Here is a worthy mission goal: to devise some strategy for the eventual removal of every well, pump, road, easement, pipeline, canal, ditch, power line, power supply facility and any other project or feature of the Closed Basin Division from the National Park, and if possible from the National Wildlife Refuge. Possibly NPS should attempt to acquire those water rights through the state water court system. Too bad the San Luis Valley uses too much natural surface water to satisfy the Rio Grande Compact. Irrigators will have to cut back. The National Park shouldn't have to pay for it with water losses to its unique aquifer system and the obtrusive degradations listed above. Protecting the Great Sand Dunes ecosystem: eliminate vehicular access, ban livestock from the entire area, increase policing to apprehend litterbugs, vandals, poachers, and trespass grazers. Public use and education: cut down on the "use" and increase the education. For starters urge the public to read "Hydrologic, Geologic, and Biological Research at Great Sand Dunes National Monument and vicinity, Colorado" and similar publications. Special designations or use conditions: nonuse. Activities on adjacent lands: eliminate irrigation, ranching, vehicular use, and mining. Routes of access: no more routes of access; close the Medano Pass Road and restore the wilderness. Desired visitor experiences: education and appreciation of wild areas. Congestion and crowding: wherever vehicular access is eliminated crowding usually isn't a problem. If it happens at the visitors' center and main dune mass, then perhaps the NPS should create a reservation system for the public to visit the Park. Facilities and recreation opportunities: eliminate or minimize facilities. Information, education, and interpretive programs and services: see "public use and education" above. Acquisitions of in holdings: yes. Perhaps the NPS should consider water pumped out by the Closed Basin Division an in holding. Commercial services: none; there are plenty elsewhere. Park staff and funding: hopefully it will be sufficient to protect the park from tourists and industrial & commercial interests. Wilderness management: benign neglect is best, but I would also recommend trash removal, road destruction & revegetation, and removal of all civilization's infrastructure. It is especially important to eliminate domestic livestock and all ranching activities from wilderness. Reintroduction of wild native creatures, such as the lynx and wolverine, would be good wilderness management. The grizzly bear needs another population other than Yellowstone and its small range in the northern Rockies; the NPS and USFWS should lead other federal and state agencies in developing a plan to reintroduce the grizzly bear. A large wildlife refuge is in the making on the western side of the Dunes; it should contain all wildlife that are native to the area. Comments respectfully submitted by Larry D. Bullock

	25
	Archaeologic preservation, staffing & funding. Effects of oil/gas exploration and/or extraction (This type of action can be destructive to the environment, etc.--How to avoid or minimize?)
	The unique & diverse landscape of the Great Sand Dunes & surrounding areas make this area of the world important to preserve. Further exploration of the history, human and ecologic, offers great benefits.
	In order to minimize trampling & destruction of rare & invaluable prehistoric signs of (?), including human remains, exploring this area as a wilderness suitable area is pertinent. The geology & ecology of the proposed areas can provide information that is of use for future generations.
	Weighing in what the community & locals to this area believe to be important has to overshadow this whole process. What type of consensus, if any, has formed?

	26
	
	
	
	Ms. Stutzman, On behalf of the 3,400 property owners within the Baca Grande Property Owners Association, I am writing to express our concern regarding the issue of Park traffic being routed through our subdivision. It has come to my attention that the General Management Plan may include an option to funnel traffic into the north side of the Park on subdivision roads. Our owners are not willing to be subjected to excessive traffic and visitor noise, nor are the Baca Grande Property Owners willing to bear the cost of increased road maintenance. Many of our owners have worked very hard to support the creation of the Park and Preserve. We are not, however, willing to sacrifice the serenity and natural beauty of our own surroundings within the Baca Grande. Please withdraw from consideration any option that would route Park and Preserve traffic through the boundaries of the Baca Grande Property Owners Association. Sincerely, Glenn Ennis, General Manager

	27
	I feel that all support facilities should be built on the perimeter of the Monument & Preserve. No new roads into the interior + NO dune buggies, SUV's, 4 wheelers, ATV's, etc. should be allowed on dunes - we don't need oil, fuel + associated cans littering the dunes, its bad enough to see plastic already.
	Unique features and one of a kind beetle. Largely untouched areas. Solitude when you venture away from the one crowded place at the river.
	Wildlife populations or lack thereof of indigenous species diminishing habitat + major migration patterns connected the wild spaces for migrating or large territorial animals.
	Consider heavily that the park will stay much nicer if you park all vehicles on the perimeter + shuttle people to destinations points + trailheads. We've already learned the problems that occur + problems are hard to undo.

	28
	The park is relatively undeveloped with roads and structures and should remain that way. Please don't put paved roads through the park - if people want to really see it, they can walk. Oil leaks, car fumes, generators, etc. will ruin the solitude and the sand. Dune buggies, ATV's, etc. have already done enough damage - banning them would be good. Campgrounds parking lots, etc. should be on per meter. Shuttle folks to trail heads. Lets no have another Zion.
	Solitude, Rare features, One of a kind beetles, diverse ecosystems, Human Impact is still minimal
	endangered species, ruins of ancient cultures, original land users both human + animal etc, # of visitors at any given time
	This park is in my backyard + I feel it should be staffed with locals. People take better care of things if they feel a sense of ownership. I think rules such as no littering, quiet times, no parking, etc. should be strictly enforced and fines stiff, vacationers have been allowed to bend rules and many of our National Parks are suffering badly.

	29
	
	
	
	Ms. Sutsman, On behalf of Shumei International Institute, a non-profit religious institute near the Baca Grande development, I am writing to express our formal position on the possibility of a northern entrance or access to the park via the Baca development. We oppose any such access through our development. We oppose a parking lot or trail or visitor center or any such access through the southern end of the development or even remotely near the development. We chose this site because of the small-town charm, the quietness and spiritual energy of the location. Turning it into a tourist center will change that energy. The additional traffic and noise would present this community with many problems we are not logistically able to handle. Our center, along with four other spiritual centers and one future center, is situated where the main road in the Baca continues onto a dirt road just south of Rocky View Way. This road is not maintained by the county and part of it is a privately owned road. It will be a natural reaction for every hiker, rock climber, ATV enthusiast, bicyclist and even RVs and campers to come straight down that road in search of access to peaks and sites the Mr. Chaney has pointed out are going to be in high demand. This will be a devastating annoyance and a constant distraction from our original purpose here. Gating this road would be dangerous considering the fire danger we face after a long drought and is not a desirable option since we DO have people attending our centers. This road is also a designated evacuation route through the careful planning of our emergency and disaster planning personnel. This road is a one-lane road with turnouts on the side of a mountain! Many of the Baca residents moved here to leave the noise and traffic of a city behind them. Most of them probably feel as we do. We understand the spiritual need to experience the wilderness. However, it is our opinion that, to have a genuine wilderness experience easy access by car need not be present. You must find a way to allow people to have the experience without endangering the natural habitat and WITHOUT changing the lives of an entire community. Perhaps they can use their legs to get there? Please keep us informed of any scheduled meetings regarding this issue. Sincerely, Taizo Ihara, Sensei

	30
	
	
	
	In support of Glenn Ennis's letter (comment#26): Dear Ms. Stutzman, We are residents of the Baca Grande subdivision and we THOROUGHLY SUPPORT the ideas set forth in this letter. Thank you for considering our needs. Sincerely, Judith S. Gilbert and Earl W. Sutherland

	301
	1. Access to the Sangre de Cristo mountains. A. An all weather road up and over Medano Pass form the West. B. An all weather road form the East to connect to the pass road. C. An entrance station for traffic from the East. D. Suitable facilities in the mountains for camping and hiking, with particular emphasis on hiking and observing nature. 2. Access to the more remote parts of the dune field. A. An all-weather road to the vicinity of the North edge of the dune field at Sand Creek. It could be a branch of the Medano Pass road heading to the West or a separate road coming East from the valley. B. Provision of additional access to the dunes along this road; parking lots and marked trails will draw visitors away from present crowded areas. C. A well-marked trail for access to the Southwest edge of the dune field. This trail to eventually grow into a "Circum-dune" trail passing around the entire dune field.
	The interaction of sand and water in a high mountain environment is the premier attribute. It's like an ocean beach in the mountains. Now, with the addition of the mountain range it provides additional opportunities for camping, hiking and observing nature. An important is access to the mountains, within one day's drive for "flatland" citizens of Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and Southern Colorado.
	No comment because of lack of knowledge.
	The highest priority should be access to the mountains, particularly from the East. Next should be provision of suitable infrastructure in the new areas. Broadened access to the dune field should be and issue because 95% of today's visitors are channeled into a small area.

	302
	
	
	
	

	303
	
	
	
	Public meeting February 13, 2003 4:00p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Alamosa, Colorado Room 124, Trinidad State Junior College As a Adams State College grad I wondered if the meeting took place in Trinidad or Alamosa :-) I'll review the updates and GMP process with interest.

	304
	
	
	
	The Great Sand Dunes Nat'l park in CO is a very unique area that should be fully preserved for all generations to enjoy. Best uses for this area seem to be hiking, low impact camping, bird and animal watching, photography, etc. Possible acceptable higher impact use to include snowboarding. All vehicle use in any form, from ATV's to motorbikes etc, as well as any development for housing, or oil or gas exploration, or any logging, as well hunting should not be allowed. The entire area should be considered for full wilderness protection status before it is too late. This is a very unique irreplaceable area that deserves our fullest responsibility for protections!

	305
	
	
	
	Please advise the time of the public meeting to be held February 20 at the Golden Community Center regarding the Sand Dunes. Thank you.

	306
	There are two key items I hope are addressed in the planning process. The first item is the return of buffalo to both park service land and U.S. fish and wildlife land. Ultimately, I would like to see a cross jurisdictional buffalo plan that allows these creatures to utilize park service/forest service/fish and wildlife/nature conservancy lands. The second key item I would like included in the planning process is fire management. This includes planning to prevent catastrophic wildfire, using fire as an ecological management tool, and being prepared with a prescribed natural fire plan that allows lighting fires to burn under appropriate conditions in the monument and preserve. Fire planning would be most effective if coordinated with USFW, USFS and the Nature conservancy. Thank you for including my comments as part of the Great Sand Dunes planning process.
	Of course the Great Sand Dunes national monument and preserve is extraordinary and unique place, as is the larger system (san luis valley/sangre de cristo mountains) that its embedded within.
	
	

	307
	
	
	
	I heard that there are plans to put a public access road to the great sand dunes park right through the midst of my community. I strongly oppose this action. To do so would disturb a community of deer, elk, several other species, as well as several spiritual sanctuaries that are on the proposed access roads. These spiritual communities are located where they are so that the members may have a peaceful area to live their devotion. Please take these issues into account before approving this particular access to the park. Perhaps you can hold a public forum with our community so that you may have an opportunity to hear the perspectives of the many concerned citizens that live here. Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. Respectfully, Lisa Micklin

	308
	
	
	
	Most of the residents in the Crestone/Baca area came here because they enjoy a life of quietness and seclusion. We value our natural environment as our most precious resource, next to the water aquifer underneath us of course. To put a northern gate or access to the Great Sand Dunes National Monument through our Baca Grande subdivision would destroy our quietness and seclusion by increasing traffic and noise. To route that access directly in front of our spiritual centers via the 'old postal road' otherwise known as 'the old mine road' would be absolute flagrant disregard for the spiritual centers here and the wishes of the community as a whole. The county has consistently left most road maintenance within the Baca subdivision up to the property owners' association. We would have to foot the bill for road repair and maintenance and would have to suffer the other inconveniences of having tourists traveling those roads at greater risk to our children, who frequently skateboard and walk these roads, and wildlife. It has been our experience that out-of -towners usually ignore our speed limits and increased traffic will significantly increase the cost of road maintenance. I strongly urge you to reconsider any northern access to the park and if you MUST put one there…put it West of Crestone, through the Baca Ranch or someone else's property and NOT through the Baca subdivision! Thank you.

	309
	
	
	
	I'm moving to Crestone in the Fall. Preserve access for disabled via Medano primitive road. Enhance species diversity - reintroduce wolves. Create community council to develop & sustain partnerships with adjoining communities. Support spiritual values in caring for land. Preserve aquifer. Reduce development. Support local economy.

	31
	
	
	
	Dear Suzie Stutsman, I am writing in reference to the discussion about a possible northern access to the Great Sand Dunes National Park. As a property owner and resident in the Baca Grande development near Crestone, and a member of the Environmental and Architectural Committee of the Baca Grande Property Owner's Association, I have some particular concerns about the possibility of any access for the general public to the Sand Dunes Park through our subdivision. This is a covenanted community with very strict oversight regarding all aspects of how the land and environment might be affected by development, traffic, noise, and other land use issues. As a community, we are very sensitive about preserving what pristine wilderness and naturalness that we can. As property owners we are assessed annual fees to maintain the network of roads through our development, which means that we deserve some consideration for how these roads might be used. Any access to Park lands that involves traffic through the Baca Grand subdivision would have a detrimental effect on the peace and quiet that we value so highly. I have not talked to single property owner within the Baca Grande development who would like to see a north entrance to the Sand Dunes Park through our subdivision. Please bear this in mind when considering the plans for development of the new park and surrounding land. Sincerely, Kelly Hart

	310
	Key opportunities: To identify, record, research and interpret some of the most significant archaeological resources in the state of Colorado. Key planning issues: How to integrate the need to protect and manage significant cultural resources (prehistoric, historic and ethno historic) with other planning issues. How to preserve the many special features of the area (cultural, biological, geological, etc.), yet make them accessible for education, interpretation and research.
	Why special: The area has incredible and unique geographical, geological, biological and cultural (historic and prehistoric) features, and a pristine wilderness-like setting.
	
	Other thoughts: I would like to see public education, research, and interpretation of the significant natural and cultural resources be considered integral parts of future management strategies for the area.

	311
	I hope the park can link with the Crestone community, and the other neighbors, in ways that are symbiotic and helpful. I feel certain we are all to gain from one another. I hope a northern entrance to the park will happen. I was inspired by the GSDNM visitor's center building, that they were proud of its solar efficiency. The building seems pretty old and to be sure ways and awareness of how to connect to place have only deepened since that design. My family and I moved to the Crestone/Baca area several years ago because it's a bit of a 'mecca' for natural builders, nationally. I view this as an opportunity for present planners of the national park, to somehow be a part of -- most important of which is to know how and use local materials to build structures. I would assume these interests are shared by the park system. You have an interesting resource if you want it here in the area. I'm thinking of the grandeur of the log lodge by Old Faithful in Wyoming -- a structure that was probably built with logs from onsite. That building, with modern constraints from Uniform Build Codes, becomes problematic but I hope planners take it on. Here we have logs, but we also have the southwest adobe, and an agricultural community with the by-product of straw. As an architect/builder I'd love to sit with the architects of the park simply to share what's available locally…surely there are some others.
	The beauty, and the ecological diversity. The human ecology.
	As always, the park system should consider the local ecology, the plant and animal relationships, that which it has always done so well, pushing the visitors to learn these things. The building ecology, the impacts of roads and structures, the importance of placement and the necessity for those impacts to be well thought out. The park service has these resources in spades I'd think!
	Good luck and have fun, look forward to having you as neighbors and friends.

	312
	
	
	
	Dear Sirs, It has come to my attention that a plan for a northern entrance to the Park is going through Crestone's Chalet and Grants area, using our roads. I understand that there is a road through the property (Baca Ranch) to access the intended park. Most of the people who have come to Crestone area, came seeking quiet and peace, and a road through our area would invade that peace. Like the idea of having larger, natural, pristine areas for the Park, we too wish for the same privilege. Therefore, please reconsider the plan for the northern entrance through our space. I live on Wagonwheel Road in the Baca, and understand that this road would be one of the main traveled roads. I ask that you use the road already existing on the Baca Ranch property. Thank you. Sincerely, Joan Stevens

	313
	
	
	
	Dear Planning Committee: I am writing to express my concern that there be no Northern entrance to the park developed. There are already adequate facilities in existence which provide appropriate access for the general public. Developing new roads to the north will disturb animal habitat which is vitally needed as the Baca development is already infringing on elk and antelope and bear (and other species) feeding and migration routes between the mountains and the open land. The same detrimental effect will occur if traffic is increased on existing roads in the Baca development. Furthermore, there will be an effect on the quality of life of the Crestone community as is it is exposed to more traffic and a tourist economy. The county is ill-prepared to manage traffic and crime issues which will be significant in the case of access to the national park from the North. Sincerely, Christina Dercum

	314
	
	
	
	I am a concerned resident of Crestone. I value the peace and natural beauty of this place and am strongly OPPOSED to a north entry to the GSD Park. A highway would disturb not only the residents, but also the wildlife and fragile plant life. The Baca Grande is a quiet residential neighborhood with many children and pets. We cannot risk their safety or our peace of mind for a proposed north entry. Thank you. L. King

	315
	
	
	
	Crestone & the Baca Grande area is still a relatively remote area for the United States. As such, many people, myself included, have come here for the quietness & peacefulness. One thing that helps maintain this atmosphere is the lack of vehicular traffic. Even with the Baca Grande I bought property at the far end of the subdivision from the entrance in order to have maximum quiet. Now I hear one plan being considered is put a road through the Baca Grande subdivision to the Great Sand Dunes. Please do not do this option - it would destroy the quietness that many of us have come here for. Thank You, Russell Schreibera
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	Concerning location of a north road to the park. A road through the residential area known as the Baca Grande using the existing roads would be very disruptive to this community, especially any routing of park traffic along Wagon Wheel road. As residents with homes along this road we feel that any increased traffic on this road would create dangerous impacts for us and our families, and would adversely change the character of this residential area. A route to the west of the Baca Grande would be a better location for a north entrance to the park if one must be routed so far to the North of the park.
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	I have been a resident of Crestone for 3 years and I am not in favor of expanding and paving our roads to accommodate more tourists and more traffic thru our area. This wilderness area should stay as closed as possible. Thanks for listening. Malina Feder
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	I am opposed to opening the road between the Sand Dunes and Crestone, because it is a major wildlife corridor.
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	My input is simple. Please DO NOT put an access road from the Dunes into Crestone. Nowhere. The Dunes are about the Dunes, not about our town. Access from the main and existing roads into Alamosa, which is set up to handle tourists, is certainly a viable alternative for you to explore. Thanks
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	Dear Suzie…It’s a terrible idea to run an access road to the Sand Dunes through Crestone. My wife and I are definitely against it. What about running it through the Baca Ranch as far away from the town as possible, or through Hooper (even though Sauguache County would like to scrape together some additional revenues by keeping the road in the County). Do not run that damn thing through our town! Sincerely, Marv Mattis
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	After asking numerous people re: whether or not there would be a 'north entrance' to the park (through or near the Baca Grant Subdivision) if the designation was changed from Monument to Park, and being reassured that there absolutely would not (although there were individuals who warned me that I was being misinformed if not lied to), I lent my support to the process. I definitely could have done otherwise quite effectively. Now, to my surprise and great disappointment and aggravation, I find that plans are being made for just such a prospect!! Nothing like the feeling of having been lied to, is there? Makes one feel like joining the ranks of the seriously disenchanted -- 'trust no one in government!' I am a Colorado native, and have been living in the Crestone locale for 18 years. I came here to get away from other areas of thoughtless development, and so far that has been held at bay here with some degree of success. I love peace and quite -- being able to 'hear myself think'. I'm quite certain that should any kind of entrance to the park be created, a great deal of that would be permanently lost. Whether it be an entrance for motorized vehicles or just a trail-head for non-motorized and pedestrian traffic -- I am very certain we who live here would be seriously impacted in a way that would be irreversible. I know that the only people supporting this 'entrance plan' are developers and speculators who want to make a 'killing' in real-estate and then leave, dropping their 'droppings' in our (those of us who sincerely care about this area) lap! A you may have surmised, I am ADAMANTLY OPPOSED to any kind of entrance to the park being created anywhere near Crestone. I understand that the town and people of Hooper are supportive of an entrance through there. Why don't you concentrate your efforts on that location and simply leave us alone? Respectively and sincerely, William Porter
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	I do not approve of a north entrance to the park passing through the Baca Grande and using sub-division roads as an option in the General Management Plan for the Great Sand Dunes National Park. Thank you, Kathy Barnes
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	Appreciated the time given to the public meeting yesterday by Park Service managers. Would like to add my voice to the many there who do not want a northern entrance to the Park through the Baca Grande development. Keeping the current road to Deadman and Cedar primitive will preserve the qualities of wilderness admired by those of us who have been there. Perhaps this is an opportunity for someone to provide access with a special vehicle as a small business. The main business of our community is "retreat" which means inaccessibility.
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	I would like to add my voice against having a north entrance to the park through Crestone. The infrastructure here has not been planned well. As this area is built up there will be congestion problems enough without adding to that. Also the land to the south of us is relatively untouched and would be degraded as habitat by traffic of any kind. Thanks, Al Sadler
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	I love the Dunes but I vote to please do not open a road from Crestone through the Baca. Not only by having a road through the Baca would cause much unneeded traffic and cause more road damage but the biggest problem would bring all kinds of people by our homes, many of which are secluded which could create break-ins and vandalism which would create great hardship to the people here in Crestone and the Baca.
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	Wilderness, motorized use, hunting, trails, backcountry use, interpretive programs.
	Scenic beauty, unique ecology and geology, wilderness.
	Ecological values, recreational demand, scenic values, solitude and quiet, limited road less areas in region.
	I believe that the protection of natural values and wilderness should be the primary goals of management.
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	To whom this may concern, I have spent considerable time on the west side of the Sangre de Cristo Mts. for more than a decade - visiting the Dunes, hiking the drainages from Dorsey Creek to Blanca, climbing, botanizing, birding, and taking note of the geology. Like many, I was heartened by news of the cooperative agreement between the Nature Conservancy and the various federal agencies to secure these lands for their natural values. While many of us have reservations about the fate of future water diversions, tourist development, and increased use, we have held on to the hope that this agreement might lead to long lasting protection for the native species and a landscape we hold dear. I strongly urge you to move cautiously as the planning process proceeds. Priority should be give to the ecological integrity of the area. A wealth of sensitive species are known from the region. Deadman Creek is part of a Forest Service RNA. Trailheads, campgrounds, and other developments should proceed only if they serve to mitigate resource damage - NOT to encourage or foster additional use. Access from the north should not be developed. The community of Crestone does not want it, and the fragmentation of critical habitats that would result would be unconscionable. There is a unique opportunity in this situation for the various federal agencies, with the Park Service taking the lead, to do the right thing and to protect a relatively large area for its biological and ascetic values. To say no to crass gateway towns, to be economically conservative and not build roads, and to preserve the quiet and solitude that are becoming increasingly hard to find. Thank you for your consideration. Tim Hogan
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	Dear National Park Service: We are absolutely opposed to a northern access to Sand Dunes National Park via the Baca Grande Subdivision or the town of Crestone, or via former Baca ranchlands off of County Road T east of Hwy 17. We have been granted land in the Crestone, CO area upon which to create a facility to provide for silent, isolated, meditative retreat in wild nature. We will be unable to fulfill our mission and the terms of the grant if the peace and quiet of the area is overwhelmed by park traffic. The Crestone/Baca Grande area is unique in its concentration on spiritual activity, particularly on long periods of solitary meditation and prayer. A park access road through the area would ruin the character of the community. Please don't do it. Thank you for reading. Elisabeth DesMarais, Director, Chamma Ling We are told that there are maps of the Park and Wilderness area(s) at this site but are unable to find them. Will you please e-mail a response indicating how we may view such maps online? Thank you.
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	Please add my name to the mailing list. Thank you.
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	Dear Steve, …I read in the Crestone Eagle that most of the public comments at the local meetings were opposed to any Park-related traffic going on existing subdivision road. That is reasonable, based on my experience living for 10 years in Estes Park. There, Park traffic stays on US HWY 34 or the bypass, and is never through suburban streets. In addition, there were some comments opposing any new road building in the Baca Ranch acquisition area, because roads and the ensuing improved access "destroy the land", etc. Naturally, the commentors all access their own homes in the Crestone area by driving on a road, but they don't seem concerned that when those roads were built they also "destroy the land." Their concerns about road "destruction" are conveniently selective. Fortunately, those hypocrites are in the minority an can be planned around. I'm assuming the prime attractions from the Park's point of view are access to new trailheads are the mouths of Deadman and Sand Creeks. On the accompanying map I've sketched out the most likely route to those (3 Mountain trailheads route), which occupies the present east-west road along lower Deadman Creek…this route…could serve to access both a new Sand Creek trailhead and the existing Cottonwood Creek trailhead by spur routes. (The new routes would keep visitors from driving through the subdivision, alleviate illegal parking, but there may be private land holding in the area, that the route would have to bypass.) There is the question of whether visitors would like to get to Sand Creek and observe/play in the surge flow that begins in the sand-bed section…As long as the flow is not so large as to be dangerous to visitors, this could be an attraction similar to that of Medano Creek at the Dunes Parking Lot. To reach the sand bed section…there are two access choices. The first would be to build a new road from the new Sand Creek trailhead, southwest along Sand Creek to the surge flow site. The second option would split off from the 3 Mountain trailheads route near the center of the Baca Ranch, go SW then ESE to Sand Camp on existing roads, and then require a new road about 1 mile long to reach Sand Creek. A final option would be a 4-mile long connector road that would permit visitors to get from the Sand Creek surge flow site to the Sand Creek trailhead…Sincerely, James P. McCalpin
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	Dear Ms. Stutsman: I understand that consideration is being given to providing access to the new Great Sand Dunes National Park through the Baca Grande housing development. I strongly urge you not to support such a plan. I first came to the Baca as a resident at Crestone Mountain Zen Center (a retreat center), and have since built a home in the Baca. I (and I believe many other people) value the Baca because of its relative remoteness and quiet. A road through the development that would carry tourist and other park traffic would disrupt and interfere with the very qualities that have led many residents to live here. As you probably know, many retreat groups have facilities in the Baca. I suggest that, if additional access be provided, it be directly from the state highway, not through the Baca Grande. Probably the best route would be directly off Highway 17. That would be convenient for both the park and park visitors. Sincerely, Dennis Marshall
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	Dear Mr. Chaney and Ms. Stutsman: The Board of Directors of the Haidakhandi Universal Ashram wish to convey our strong opposition to having an access route to the National Park through the Baca Grand Development. We are a spiritual center here that offers quiet retreat to people from around the world. We have been in operations since 1986 and we founded our center here because of the peace and tranquility of the location. We are in strong agreement that an access to the park through the Baca Grande Development will not only destroy ours and several other spiritual retreats located here, it will also undermine the whole development which was never planned for that level of traffic. We strongly urge you to find a more suitable route to the new National Park that would be more appropriate and less destructive to the worldwide spiritual groups that have gathered here. Thank you for your time and help in this matter. Sincerely, Deborah Wood, President, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram Board of Directors
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	Ms. Stutsman, Please enter the enclosed resolution from the Saguache County Commissioners info the formal comment record. Sincerely, Glenn Ennis Resolution G-2003-10 Whereas the Saguache County Board of Commissioners has long engaged in Land Use Planning to preserve residential areas as pleasant places for citizens to live, and Whereas frequent through traffic in residential areas is counter to preserving residential areas as pleasant places for citizens to live, and Whereas the Saguache County Board of Commissioners support preserving green belts in and around the Baca Grande Subdivision, Be it therefore resolved by the Saguache County, Colorado, Board of Commissioners that the County support the Baca Grande Property Owners Association and the Baca Grande Subdivision community in strongly recommending to the U.S. Park Service and the U.S. Forest Service that they not route traffic through the Baca Grande Subdivision as access to public lands. Read, moved and approved this 20th day of May, 2003. (signed)
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	Dear Mr. Chaney, I am writing to you with regard to the possible creation of an entrance to the Great Sand Dunes National Park from the Baca Grande Estate. Karma Thegsum Tashi Gomang, a church of the Kagyu Order of Tibetan Buddhism, was founded in 1981and owns two pieces of land between Cottonwood Creek and the park. The first consists of 200 acres, one mile south of the creek and on the slope of the Sangre de Cristo mountains. The second contains almost one hundred acres, stretching from the creek to the south on the plains. Each piece contains a significant monument: the first has the Tashi Gomang Stupa, a forty two foot high Tibetan Buddhist shrine, and the second a yellow Ziggurat, of Mesopotamian origin, which was constructed by the land's original owner. Public access is allowed to both places at this time. The attraction of the Baca Grande to our order lies in its isolation. There is a strong emphasis in our meditation practice on solitary and unbroken retreat in wilderness surroundings. For this purpose we have built several retreat cabins and have plans to construct more, as well as a group facility. The possible creation of a public entrance to the park in our vicinity is of great concern due to the potential for disruption of its unique atmosphere. We therefore strongly oppose the creation of such an entrance through the Baca Grande, and endorse the creation of an access road either through Hooper, or from the T-road. So far, we have been able to balance the question of public access and private retreat on both parcels of land. While the Stupa and Ziggurat attract a steady stream of visitors, they have treated the facilities with respect and have caused no undue disruption. We are very concerned that the creation of public access to your land may change this radically, especially if people start to use the parking lot by the Stupa to get access to the land. Both the Stupa and the Ziggurat are important landmarks both for the Baca Grande community, and for travelers and pilgrims of all kinds. Both our organizations, and I believe the community here, would regret the creation of a disruptive situation that would cause us to prevent access to these monuments. We appreciate the opportunity to give you feedback on this matter, and look forward to further communication in the future. Please get in touch if you would like a tour of our facilities so that we could explore the situation in more detail. Yours Truly, Mark Elliot, Director
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	Dear Ms. Stutsman, As a long time resident of the Crestone/Baca area I feel the wilderness needs protection. Carving a road through the Baca for Sand Dunes access would be so invasive to all creatures great and small! Please find an alternate route. Sincerely, Susan Sawyer (written on a postcard of Alamosa, CO)
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	Dear Ms. Stutsman, As a long time resident of the Crestone/Baca area I feel the wilderness needs protection. Carving a road through the Baca for Sand Dunes access would be so invasive to all creatures great and small! Please find an alternate route. Sincerely, Susan Sawyer (written on a postcard of GRSA)
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	Dear Ms. Stutsman: I am writing to voice my respectful opposition to the proposed Great Sand Dunes route through the Baca Grande Development area and/or the surrounding area. I would greatly appreciate it if it were routed elsewhere. Hooper would be an alternative suggestion. We own and operate a Therapeutic Massage Occupational School and the potential increase in traffic would not only hamper our quality of life here in the Baca but would also increase the noise and traffic level out in the main road where our school is located. Please, no Great Sand Dunes National Park access through the Baca Grand Development! Sincerely, Dan Retuta, Director
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	Certainly with the large addition of lands to the Park, to the Wildlife Refuge, and to the Rio Grande National Forest, I would think two major issues/opportunities would be usage and access. In attending your two meetings in Crestone, I understand that some of the work now needs to be an evaluation and study of these lands - and inventory of sorts. The Management Plan, in my opinion, should address impact on the communities that are here - what are the road systems, if any, that are to be added?
	I feel that it is an amazing landscape, in this relatively rare high semi-desert valley with the Sangre de Cristos as a backdrop. I am an artist, painting interpretive water color landscapes, so that's my point of view. When I've visited the Dunes, I am impressed with the variety of use it provides - and it seems to create joy. We have attended you outdoor concerts.
	I will leave that to your experts.
	I am excited about and have supported the acquisition of the Baca Ranch. I think the Park will be a wonderful neighbor to the Baca Grande. I would hope access/impact issues can be worked out, as there are so many positive possibilities. My partner & I enjoy the outdoors, mostly hiking and cross-country skiing. As an artist it would be nice to photograph in this north end of the Park.
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	Same letter as commentor #40, addressed to Park Service Administrator.
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	Dear Steve: Thanks for taking the time to review our scoping letter…We hope to serve the needs of the Great Sand Dunes management team and also play a fundamental role in helping to protect the sensitive areas that will soon become a part of the Park but are now Baca Ranch property. We also want to acknowledge the letter that was sent by Vera Smith of the Colorado Mountain Club and Center for Native Ecosystems, The Colorado Environmental Coalition, The Wilderness Society, and The Sierra Club. San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council (SLVEC) sees these organizations as our partners and we appreciate the time and interest they have taken to see that the Management Plan for the National Park follows the laws that have been put into place to assure public input and protection for the environment. SLVEC wanted to briefly address some of our concerns…Our first and most important concern is public access and the capacity of the land to be able to handle that public land…Ecosystems have had the opportunity to be left in relatively pristine circumstances which now gives public land managers the opportunity to gather baseline inventories and knowledge of these systems that have up until now experienced very little human intervention. These resources include but are not limited to the flora and fauna, archaeological and native American heritage sites, riparian areas and amphibian populations, attention to sensitive ecological zones like the Star Dunes, interdunal pools, the springs and sources of water pathways in general. These sites need to be surveyed and quantified. Travel Management and the capacity of the land to be able to handle the public will be our major concern…we will be advocating protection of key sensitive areas and minimal road (ORV-OHV use) building…we will be advocating for more hiking trails as opposed to off road vehicle use. SLVEC is not convinced of a need for a north entrance to the Park. We are considering advocating for a west entrance from Hooper. Lastly, we are concerned about opening up trails (and what kind) around Deadman's Creek, an area that has been left in relative isolation during the past 20th century. SLVEC understand that this is a public Park, but what sort of public we attract and nurture and what education opportunities we make available will make all the difference to the ecosystems and wildlife that now reside there. We look forward to working with the Park Service and sitting on the Advisory Council… Sincerely, Christine Canaly, Director, SLVEC
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	Dear Suzie Stutsman: I am writing this letter because I am a new resident of the Baca Grande subdivision outside of Crestone, and I wish to express my concern at the possibility of running a north entrance to the Park through our community. One of the reasons that I have been visiting this area for the past 9 years is because of the peacefulness and quiet. I finally got the opportunity to move here from a congested city last August, and I am relishing the change, and the peacefulness of this area. Surely there are other more appropriate solutions (like improving the ranch road, for one) for bringing a road in from the north. The proposed entry running through Camino Baca Grande, Wagon Wheel and Two Trees Road would not only disrupt the community, it would also disturb the peacefulness and endanger the wildlife that we co-exist with here. (Residents here are used to the deer, ground squirrels and other wildlife, and know to slow down for them-people just passing through the area would not.) The additional traffic would be a great disservice to the people of Crestone who supported and helped lobby for the park designation, and would significantly change the quality of life for all of those who live here. I strongly urge you to consider other alternatives. Thank You very much. Sincerely, Roni S. Chernin, Crestone Baca resident
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	Colorado Mountain Club submitted a lengthy comment letter with attachments on behalf of several organizations: Colorado Mountain Club, Center for Native Ecosystems, Colorado Environmental Coalition, The Wilderness Society, San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, and Sierra Club. Major points of the letter are listed in the following paragraphs. The Great Sand Dunes Conservation Area (including Great Sand Dunes National Monument, Medano-Zapata Ranch, and portions of the Baca Ranch) is considered by the Nature Conservancy to be an irreplaceable ecological site. The overall direction of the Great Sand Dunes general management plan should be to protect and conserve the natural function and form of native ecosystems. The park should emphasize collection of comprehensive baseline data and implementation of a comprehensive monitoring program designed to detect and understand long-term trends. The park should set aside Research Natural Areas to ensure that a natural laboratory is preserved in the future. The NPS should acquire water rights to ensure maintenance of ground water levels, surface water levels, and stream flows on and across Park and Preserve lands. The NPS should revisit existing wilderness inventories so that lands in which non-conforming uses have ceased and newly acquired lands are fairly considered for wilderness recommendation. Lands found to possess wilderness qualities must be managed as if they were wilderness so that their wilderness characteristics are not diminished before Congress acts. Recreation should be concentrated in the frontcountry and minimized in sensitive ecosystems. The NPS should address the issue of appropriate recreation (types and intensities) in the GMP. The NPS should plan specifically for preserving natural quiet in the backcountry and minimize the amount of non-natural sounds in the frontcountry. Off-road vehicle use within the Monument and Preserve is inappropriate. The plan should state the types of commercial recreation and recreation events that might be allowed. When Baca Ranch is transferred to the federal government, the NPS should consider allowing non-motorized public access in the eastern corner of the existing ranch, where Sand Creek exits from the national preserve. Users of the Sand Ramp Trail in the park would be able to continue into the preserve on the Sand Creek Trail. This would link the park with the preserve and provide an alternative access for recreationists into the northern high country of the preserve. Components and processes of ecological systems should be preserved. Wildfire should be allowed to proceed unimpeded unless park structures, private property, or human safety are threatened. The NPS should dedicate resources to restoring the natural hydrologic flow regime (including purchasing water rights when needed to fulfill this purpose) on which the dunes and species in the area depend.









1

