Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
1.  What is a Resource Protection Study and why is it necessary? 
Casa Grande Ruins is one of 384 units of America's world famous National Park System. That system includes many of America's most treasured places, from monuments like Casa Grande Ruins, to world famous national parks like Grand Canyon, Yosemite or Yellowstone, and places of historical or cultural importance, like Oklahoma City National Memorial or Gettysburg National Battlefield.

All of these places became part of the national park system either through an act of Congress or an act of the President. Casa Grande Ruins became part of the National Park System in 1918. 

Over time, the original boundaries drawn by the President or Congress for America's parks, monuments and historical or cultural sites may need to be revised. There may be opportunities to include additional lands from willing sellers. Or, there may be transfers of land between federal agencies. Whatever the reason, park boundaries are sometimes changed by Congress. But before Congress acts, it requires the National Park Service to provide a study that discusses why boundaries may, or may not, need to be adjusted. That study must take place with public involvement. And it must consider alternatives to adding lands to parks. In fact, Congress has said that lands may not be added to parks UNLESS there are no other ways of protecting the lands, or protecting the existing park.

2.  Why is it necessary to do a Resource Protection Study at Casa Grande Ruins National Monument?

Like so many communities in the fast-growing Southwest, Coolidge is experiencing change: new businesses, new residents, and new opportunities for economic development. Those new opportunities also create new challenges for protecting the area's rich archeological resources. In an effort to do so, the Archeological Conservancy has purchased several sites in the area, and has received a donation from Wal-Mart of land next to the store. The Conservancy has indicated an interest in donating those lands to the federal government so that they could be included in Casa Grande Ruins. But before Congress will approve expanding the Monument, the National Park Service must study the lands to see if they should be included. Because Congress rarely approves changing a park's boundaries, it is important to do a thorough study that considers whether any other lands, if available from a willing seller or donor, also should be included within the monument.

3.  What properties will be studied?

National Park Service employees are beginning the process of examining known archeological sites in the area to determine if they are thematically related to Casa Grande Ruins NM and might be appropriate to study further.

Monument staff and other park service employees will be seeking input from the general public, local governments, the archeological community, and American Indian nations about what properties should be included in the study. After input has been received, and park service staffs have looked at existing information about archeological sites, a list of properties to be studied will be compiled.

4.  How will the Resource Protection Study be conducted?

Once the park service staff has a list of properties, we will seek assistance during the summer from the public, the archeological community, local governments, and American Indian nations in developing alternatives for Congress to consider in deciding whether lands ought to be added to Casa Grande Ruins Monument. Usually, studies like these always include a no action alternative, which means that one option for Congress to consider is to leave things the way they are, without any changes to the current size or boundaries of the monument. After we hear from the public, representatives from local government, American Indian nations, and the archeological community about what alternatives to consider, the park service will write up several alternatives and will study the environmental and social impacts of those alternatives in a process known as an Environmental Assessment.

Once proposed alternatives have been studied we will issue a document called a "Resource Protection Study/Environmental Assessment," that will be available for public comment, near the end of 2001 or early 2002.

Once we hear from the public on the draft report, we will then issue a final report, probably in March 2002. That report will contain recommendations about whether changes should be made in the size or boundaries of Casa Grande Ruins National Monument. But then it will be up to Congress to decide whether it wants to make any changes to the present size or boundaries of the Monument.

5.  How can interested citizens keep tabs on the study?

Superintendent Don Spencer is committed to making sure that the Coolidge community and others who are interested can keep up with the progress of the study and participate fully. We are planning on having three public forums, the first forum to be held on March 16 in Coolidge, to get feedback and to share where we are in the process. We will also have a newsletter that will be issued periodically and made available in the local community and for folks who have asked to be on our mailing list. We hope also to have information about the study placed on the Monument's internet site by early summer. And, Supt. Spencer invites anyone with questions to contact him directly. 

6.  How Can Citizens Help?

Citizens who care about the future of Casa Grande Ruins NM, and the surrounding community, are urged to attend the public meetings, and to submit written comments that will assist Monument staff in producing a thorough report that reflects the concerns and interests of citizens in the Coolidge area and visitors to the Monument.
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