
PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY 2
January 2004

General Management Plan/ Environmental Impact Statement

 for Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve 

[image: image1.png]Department
\, of the Interior




prepared by e2M

FOUNDATION FOR PLANNING
This document summarizes public comments on the “Foundation” phase of the general management plan (GMP) and on Central Questions of the GMP. The planning foundation includes park purpose, significance, mission, interpretive themes, special park mandates, and fundamental resources and values.  Seventeen comments were received by mail, e-mail, or internet between June 23, 2003 and January 3, 2004. Most comments were in response to GMP Newsletter 2, which was issued in November 2003. 

The numbers received for each comment type are as follows: 

· newsletter comment form: 12
· web comment form: 2
· letter: 3
Respondents were classified geographically as local (within San Luis Valley), non-local in-state, and out-of-state. The number of respondents for each is as follows: 

· local: 8
· non-local, in-state: 4 
· out-of-state: 4
· unknown: 1
Respondents were also classified as individuals, organizations, or government agencies/tribes. The number received for each type is as follows:

· individuals: 15
· organizations:  1 (Mount Blanca Habitat Partnership Program Committee)
· government agencies/tribes: 1 (Colorado Division of Wildlife)
LETTERS FROM AGENCIES/TRIBES
Colorado Division of Wildlife. The Colorado Division of Wildlife would like to be involved in formulation of the management plan.  The agency has much to contribute in the way of historical data, including flight classification compilations, seasonal migration patterns, herd projections, harvest trends, hunter success rates, traditional access points, etc. Perhaps a separate meeting involving representatives from each agency would put everyone on the same page.

LETTERS FROM ORGANIZATIONS

Mount Blanca Habitat Partnership Program Committee.  The committee requests that the Advisory Council consider the biological impacts that over-population of elk can have on the landscape surrounding the Great Sand Dunes. The only efficient and cost-effective method of managing wildlife is hunting. The committee requests: 1) that reasonable access be freely and openly allowed for legal public hunters through the National Park portion of the complex onto the Rio Grande National Forest, 2) that reasonable access be freely and openly allowed for legal public hunters through the National Park portion of the complex into and throughout the national preserve, including Sand Creek, Cold Creek, Medano Creek, Horse Canyon, and Mosca Creek drainages, 3) that the Advisory Council acknowledge the significance of hunting and recognize its importance not only in the biological scheme, but also in terms of being a legal, ethical, and long-standing tradition that is synonymous with local custom and culture.
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO COMMENT FORM QUESTIONS (GMP Newsletter 2)

In general, respondents tended to agree with or support the foundation statements (purpose, significance, mission, fundamental resources and values) and central questions of the plan.  Several respondents took exception, however, to the fundamental resource and value statement “driving (4x4) in sand”. This statement was intended to mean that driving passenger vehicles on the Medano Pass Four Wheel-Drive Road is a fundamental visitor opportunity. The respondents who disagreed with this statement appeared to be under the impression that  the statement meant driving all-terrain vehicles on the dunes. (In fact, driving all-terrain vehicles is not permitted anywhere in the park or preserve.) The planning team should clarify this point in the next GMP newsletter and at any other opportunity.
After reading over the purpose, significance, and mission statements, do you agree with them? If not, why not?  

· Yes (3)

· Yes—with special emphasis on exceptional solitude and quiet (significance) and solitude (mission)

· Yes—fully agree, very well thought out

· Yes—well done

· Yes—emphasis is correctly placed on unique natural systems

· Yes—I can appreciate what a task it is to take this on and coordinate with the “Crestonites”
· Disagree with the wording of the mission statement to some extent. Preservation of the ecosystem should be priority and opportunities for learning, solitude, and etc. second.

· Did not respond to this question (3)
After reading over the fundamental resource and values statements, do you agree with these statements? If not, why not?

· Yes (4)
· Yes—very well done

· Yes—except vehemently against “driving (4x4) in sand” (antithesis to solitude and quiet) 
· Yes—with special emphasis on exceptional solitude and quiet (significance) and solitude (mission)

· How can you write “driving 4x4” in sand right under a statement about experiencing quiet, solitude in wilderness environment? I fail to see how driving 4x4s fits the purpose of preserving the dunes or providing educational opportunities, etc.

· Agree with all except driving 4x4 in sand. You are inviting every Neanderthal to come & rearrange the dunes.

· “Driving (4 x 4) in sand” is in conflict with “exceptional solitude and quiet”

· Did not respond to this question (4)
After reading over the central questions of the General Management Plan, do they cover your interests in the plan?

· Yes (5)
· Yes—especially statements #3 and #7

· Yes—except for the driving 4x4 in sand. Also, I have never heard of oil and gas exploration in a national park and would not want it here.
· #2b—I think maintaining balanced wildlife populations is one of the critical components that must be addressed quickly. If cottonwoods are to survive on Sand Creek, the elk population must be controlled!

· Did not respond to this question (3)
Do you have other thoughts or ideas would you like to share with the planning team? 

· Currently all backcountry traffic is channeled down one road and there is too much traffic on that road. There should be some access (controlled) to Sand creek and north side of Dunes

· Contains place of emergence (sipapu) for Tewa.

· So many parks are destroyed by overuse and neglect. Please don’t destroy the charm of the dunes.

· I would like to see inexpensive lodging and food services near the dunes, but not so close as to detract from them. Some facilities at Yellowstone would be a good model.

· I would like to see access to Liberty and Duncan.

· It is okay to strengthen ties with the American Indian community, but ranching ties are of equal importance. Will the old Gerard Homestead be within the park borders? The private water rights on Medano Creek are of considerable interest. Think of the challenge of constructing those ditches at that time in the history of the area.

· If you genuinely wish to protect the ecosystem, do not allow 4x4 vehicles here (too big an impact). Remember that the population will grow in the future.

· Protecting some of the high country area is important. It is peculiar to the dunes area in that it is safe to enjoy in October & November when devoid of hunters that have taken over other backcountry areas. You also have tundra listed under natural diversity that requires protection.

· Seems like the advisory committee should exist beyond completion of the GMP.

· Your planning team will do their thing and spend the money to the best of their ability. Being a native of Monte Vista, I have enjoyed the sand and creek. Use some of the land below the entrance for some parking areas and trails to hike to the dunes. The staff always knows how to care for itself. The burned trees could be a lesson on fire. A resource center and restrooms are a must.

· People know where the sand dunes are. Children and grandchildren love to climb, wade, sunbathe, picnic at the dunes. Keep it natural.

· My interest and concern relates to multi-modal transportation within the park as well as integration of non-motorized recreation and scenic trails within the park. Many tourists have bicycles and are looking for an opportunity to not only travel safely within the park to its facilities and venues, but also to enjoy a scenic trail (primitive and developed) into the adjacent forest. Currently the park has narrow roads with high traffic that do not encourage bicycle use during the peak summer months. A scenic trail would also be a wonderful asset.

· I don’t see how folks think that there will not be a road from the north. I would love one.

· I implore you to keep the Sand Creek area of Great Sand Dunes National Park closed to all motorized traffic….Some will argue that Sand Creek and the far reaches of the dunes are too hard to access. To this I answer that there need to be places that are hard to access. Without barriers to entry, there can be no solitude. There can be no stillness…I cannot stress enough how much of an adverse impact a road into the Sand Creek area would have. The spirit of wilderness is easily wounded. All it takes is the sound of a car to completely change the experience. Some areas need to be preserved in silence.  
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