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APPENDIX M:  CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY 
CONTROL BOARD COORDINATION 

 

In December 2013, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CRWQCB) submitted 
substantive comments on the Restoration of Native Species in High Elevation Aquatic Ecosystems Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (Restoration Plan/DEIS). Park staff contacted a representative from the 
Board to seek a better understanding of their comments and to help determine what permits would be 
needed under each alternative.  

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board would determine whether to grant Waste 
Discharge Requirements and whether the proposed piscicide treatments are consistent with provisions for 
piscicide treatments in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Tulare Lake Basin and the Sacramento 
River Basin and San Joaquin Basin.  

Prior to project implementation, SEKI would obtain the necessary permits. If piscicide applications are 
approved, a project-specific National Pollutant Discharge Elimination system (NPDES) permit for 
rotenone application would be obtained. The NPDES permit for the proposed treatments would contain 
receiving water limits applicable to rotenone projects as contained in the Tulare Basin, and Sacramento 
and San Joaquin Plans (CRWQCB). It would also require water quality monitoring to verify compliance 
with receiving water limits within the project area and in downstream waters both during and after the 
treatment. 

If blasting of rock underlying a natural cascade to create a vertical fish barrier is selected for 
implementation, the parks would obtain a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the Central 
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board in order to be permitted to alter a stream course.   

The following is the correspondence related to coordination with the Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board on the proposed project.  
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