New River Gorge National River - Nuttallburg Implementation Plan/Environmental Assessment


Nuttallburg Visitor Use Area Implementation Plan and Environmental Assessment

Held in conjunction with public presentations on the park’s General Management Plan (GMP), the park held four sets of public meetings (each set of meetings had three separate sessions held in Hinton, Beckley and Fayetteville) to convey information to the public and to receive input on the Nuttallburg Visitor Use Area Implementation Plan and Environmental Assessment (IP/EA).  During the public meetings, the park received comments that were recorded and are listed below.   These comments will be evaluated and reflected in the draft IP/EA.
Public Meeting No 1:  January 24, 25 and 26, 2006

The meeting consisted of an open house after a brief presentation by the Park Superintendent.  It was followed by a short description of the GMP/Implementation planning process. Meeting attendees were then invited to visit a series of information stations that described the park's fundamental resources and were encouraged to provide verbal and/or written comments. Mail-back comment cards were also available. No comments specific to Nuttallburg were received at this meeting.
Public Meeting No 2:  March 14, 15 and 16, 2006
The second set of public meetings focused on the questions of “what are the issues that should be considered in the IP/EA?” and “what are the public’s ideas for the future of Nuttallburg?”  Afterward these comments were collected:

· preserve and protect historic sites and make access easier and safer 

· interpret  historic features 

· historic structures need stabilization instead of being torn down 

· develop Nuttallburg area 

· what will happen at Nuttallburg? 
· need access to the river there 

Public Meeting No 3:  May 9, 10 and 11, 2006
The meetings focused on the analysis of the park's resources and the opportunities for visitors to experience the park.  Afterward these comments were collected:
· can put a bit of a spotlight historic sites…via trails, not roads 

· if more biking opportunities are presented he (the participant) would visit historic sites 

· I like the concept of focusing on cultural and historical resources – watch the traffic (motor) though 

Public Meeting No. 4:  July 25, 26 and 27, 2006
The meetings focused on a range of concepts for the Nuttallburg Visitor Use Area.  A Power Point presentation was be presented.  Afterward these comments were collected:
· need public (volunteer) archeological projects as a way of involving the public at Nuttallburg 

· bridge connecting Kaymoor to Nuttallburg – great idea 

· should be a trail connection from the headhouse to the tipple 

· if I had some people down to visit, it would be really great to be able to take them to Nuttallburg. I’m not a coal miner though and I’d need more information to know what I’m looking at. 

