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St. Croix National Heritage Area Study
(Denver, CO) —The National Park Service invites you to attend one of the public meetings being held July 24, 25, and 28, 2008 for the St. Croix National Heritage Area feasibility study. The purpose of the meetings is to hear people’s ideas, concerns, suggestions, and visions for the future of a possible National Heritage Area on St. Croix.
Congress approved the St. Croix National Heritage Area Study Act in October 2006. Funding for the study was authorized in June 2008.  The Act directs the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study on “the suitability and feasibility of designating the island of St. Croix as the St. Croix National Heritage Area.”  The congressional legislation calls for the completion of a study that will analyze, document, and determine the eligibility of St. Croix for designation.  The study will also analyze potential impacts of a national heritage area designation related to natural, historic, and cultural resources. Ultimately, the National Park Service, as directed by the Secretary of Interior, will produce a report on the findings, conclusions, and recommendations of the study which will be submitted to the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate.  
A National Heritage Area is a conservation strategy directed by Congress that retains all individual property ownership rights while proactively supporting local residents in the preservation of their own natural and cultural heritage. A national heritage area is not a unit of the National Park Service, nor is any land owned or managed by the National Park Service.  Separately managed NPS park units may exist within a designated national heritage area boundary.  The management of a national heritage area is coordinated by a local entity in partnership with varied stakeholders that work collaboratively on projects that meet the area's stated management plan goals.  In addition, while a national heritage area designation is permanent, the National Park Service relationship with and commitments to a national heritage area vary over time. 

At the same time as the St. Croix National Heritage Area Study commences, the University of Georgia’s St. Croix Heritage Tourism Study will also begin.  The University of Georgia will conduct this complimentary and separate study in partnership with local researchers and will focus on how heritage area resources may be fused with St. Croix's tourism industry. 

The National Park Service public meetings will be informal forums where the public can meet with National Park Service staff and provide their input. The public is encouraged to attend any meeting at any time in any location – or attend all of the meetings.   Meetings will be held:

Thursday, July 24, 2008



Friday, July 25, 2008

6:30-7:30 p.m.





6:30-7:30 p.m.

American Legion




Pier 69 Courtyard
1122 King St. 





#69 King Street

Christiansted, St. Croix




Frederiksted, St. Croix

Monday, July 28, 2008

6:30-7:30 p.m.
University of the Virgin Islands Great Hall
On the night of Friday the 25th, immediately following the public meeting at Pier 69, Crucian Heritage and Nature Tourism (CHANT) will be providing a cultural presentation as courtyard entertainment in celebration of the start of the national heritage area study.  CHANT Contact: Frandelle Gerard             340-719-5455, chantvi@viaccess.net
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