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 Appendix A
120 STAT. 1846 PUBLIC LAW 109–338—OCT. 12, 2006

TITLE III—NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA – STUDIES
Subtitle A—Western Reserve Heritage Area Study

SEC. 301.SHORT TITLE.
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act’’.

SEC. 302.NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING 
THE WESTERN RESERVE, OHIO.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following:

(1)	 The area that encompasses the modern-day counties of Trumbull, 
Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, 
Medina, Huron, Lorain, Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio with the 
rich history in what was once the Western Reserve, has made a unique 
contribution to the cultural, political, and industrial development of 
the United States.

(2)	 The Western Reserve is distinctive as the land settled by the people of 
Connecticut after the Revolutionary War. The Western Reserve holds 
a unique mark as the original wilderness land of the West that many 
settlers migrated to in order to begin life outside of the original 

	 13 colonies.

(3)	 The Western Reserve played a significant role in providing land to 
the people of Connecticut whose property and land was destroyed 
during the Revolution. These settlers were descendants of the brave 
immigrants who came to the Americas in the 17th century.

(4)	 The Western Reserve offered a new destination for those who moved 
west in search of land and prosperity. The agricultural and industrial 
base that began in the Western Reserve still lives strong in these 
prosperous and historical counties.

(5)	 The heritage of the Western Reserve remains transfixed in the counties 
of Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, 
Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio. 
The people of these counties are proud of their heritage as shown 
through the unwavering attempts to preserve agricultural land and 
the industrial foundation that has been embedded in this region since 
the establishment of the Western Reserve. Throughout these counties, 
historical sites, and markers preserve the unique traditions and 
customs of its original heritage.

(6)	 The counties that encompass the Western Reserve continue to 
maintain a strong connection to its historic past as seen through its 
preservation of its local heritage, including historic homes, buildings, 
and centers of public gatherings.

(7)	 There is a need for assistance for the preservation and promotion of 
the significance of the Western Reserve as the natural, historic and 
cultural heritage of the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, 
Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, 
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.
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(8)	 The Department of the Interior is responsible for protecting the 
Nation’s cultural and historical resources. There are significant 
examples of such resources within these counties and what was 
once the Western Reserve to merit the involvement of the Federal 
Government in the development of programs and projects, in 
cooperation with the State of Ohio and other local governmental 
entities, to adequately conserve, protect, and interpret this heritage for 
future generations, while providing opportunities for education and 
revitalization.

(b) STUDY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program, Midwest Region, and 
in consultation with the State of Ohio, the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning, 
Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, 
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland, and other appropriate organizations, shall carry 
out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Western 
Reserve Heritage Area in these counties in Ohio.

(2) CONTENTS.—The study shall include analysis and documentation 
regarding whether the Study Area—

(A)	 has an assemblage of natural, historic, and cultural resources that 
together represent distinctive aspects of American heritage worthy of 
recognition, conservation, interpretation, and continuing use, and are 
best managed through partnerships among public and private entities 
and by combining diverse and sometimes noncontiguous resources 
and active communities;

(B) 	 reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk life that are a valuable part 
of the national story;

(C)	 provides outstanding opportunities to conserve natural, historic, 
cultural, or scenic features;

(D)	 provides outstanding recreational and educational opportunities;

(E)	 contains resources important to the identified theme or themes of 
the Study Area that retain a degree of integrity capable of supporting 
interpretation;

(F)	 includes residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and 
local and State governments that are involved in the planning, 
have developed a conceptual financial plan that outlines the roles 
for all participants, including the Federal Government, and have 
demonstrated support for the concept of a national heritage area;

(G)	 has a potential local coordinating entity to work in partnership with 
residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and local and 
State governments to develop a national heritage area consistent with 
continued local and State economic activity;

(H)	 has a conceptual boundary map that is supported by the public; and

 (I)	 has potential or actual impact on private property located within or 
abutting the Study Area.

(c) BOUNDARIES OF THE STUDY AREA.—
The Study Area shall be comprised of the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning, 
Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, 
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.
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Appendix B
Historical Organizations of the Western Reserve

African American Museum
Amherst Historical Society
Ashland County Historical Society
Ashtabula County Historical Society
Atwater Historical Society
Aurora Historical Society
Austintown Historical Society
Avon Historical Society
Bath Township Historical Society
Bay Village Historical Society
Beachwood Historical Society
Bedford Historical Society
Belden Historical Society
Bellevue Historical Society & Heritage Museum
Berea Historical Society
Berlin Center Historical Society
Berlin Heights Historical Society
Black River Historical Society
Bloomfield Township Historical Society
Boardman Historical Society
Bratenahl Historical Society
Brecksville Historical Association Inc.
Brimfield Memorial House Association
Bristol Historical Society
Broadview Heights Historical Society
Broadview Historical Society
Brookfield Historical Society
Brookfield Township Historical Society
Brooklyn Historical Society
Brownhelm Historical Association
Brunswick Area Historical Society

Butler Museum of American Art
Campbell Historical Society
Canfield Fairground Western Reserve Village
Canfield Heritage Foundation
Canfield Historical Society
Canfield War Veterans Museum
Case-Barlow Farm
Chagrin Falls Historical Society
Chatham Historical Society
City of Brook Park
Cleveland Grays Armory Museum
Cleveland Heights Historical Society
Clinton Historical Society
Collinwood Nottingham Historical Society
Columbia Historical Society Inc.
Conneaut Historical Society
Copley Township Historical Society
Cortland-Bazetta Historical Society
Croatian Heritage Museum & Library
Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Damascus Area Historical Society of Ohio
Donauschwaben German American Cultural Center
Dunham Tavern Museum
Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve
Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve 
Edison Birthplace Association
Ellsworth Historical Society
Erie County Historical Society
Euclid Historical Society
Fairport Harbor Historical Society

Fairview Park Historical Society
Firelands Historical Society
Fowler Historical Society
Friends of Hower House
Friends of McKinley Memorial Library and Museum
Friends of the Duncan McFarland Homestead
Gallery of Akron's Black History & Culture
Garfield Heights Historical Society
Gates Mills Historical Society
Geauga County Historical Society
Girard Historical Society
Grafton Village History Association
Granger Library and Historical Society
Great Lakes Historical Society
Greene Historical Society
Hale Farm and Village - WRHS
Harpersfield Heritage Society
Hartford Township Historical Society
Hinckley Historical Society Inc.
Hiram Historical Society
Historic Lyme Village Association
Historical Society of Olde Northfield
Howland Historical Society
Hubbard Historical Society
Hubbard House Underground Railroad Museum
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Huron Historical Society
Independence Historical Society
Indian Museum of Lake County
Inland Seas Maritime Museum
James A. Garfield Historical Society
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James A. Garfield National Historic Site
John Stark Edwards House
Johnston Historical Society
Kelleys Island Historical Association Inc.
Kent Historical Society
Kent State University Museum
Kinsman Historical Society
Kirtland Temple Historic Center
Lake County Engineer’s Office
Lake County Historical Society
Lake Erie Islands Historical Society
Lakeside Association
Lakewood Historical Society
Le Roy Heritage Association
Lenox Historical Society
Liberty Historical Society
Litchfield Historical Society
Liverpool Township Historical Society
Lodi Harrisville Historical Society Inc.
Lorain County Historical Society
Lordstown Historical Society
Lyndhurst Historical Society
Madison Historical Society
Mahoning Valley Historical Society
Mantua Historical Society
Maple Heights Historical Society
Marblehead Lighthouse State Park
Maritime Museum of Sandusky
Mayfield Township Historical Society
Mecca Historical Society
Medina County Historical Society
Mesopotamia Historical & Memorial Association
Middleburg Heights Historical Society
Middlefield Historical Society
Milan Canal Historical Society
Milan Historical Museum
Mill Creek Metroparks
Mogadore Historical Society Inc.
Moreland Hills Historical Society
Munroe Falls Historical Society

National Inventors Hall of Fame
National McKinley Birthplace Memorial
New London Area Historical Society
Niles Historical Society
North Bloomfield Historical Society
North Fairfield Firelands Historical Association
North Ridgeville Historical Society Inc.
North Royalton Historical Society
Northampton Historical Society
Norton Historical Society
Oberlin Heritage Center 
Oberlin Heritage Center/O.H.I.O.
Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition
Old Brick House Historical Society
Olmsted Historical Society
Orange Village
Ottawa County History Museum
Parma Area Historical Society
Parma Heights Historical Society
Peninsula Historical Society
Perry Historical Society of Lake County
Perry's Victory & International Peace Memorial
Peter Miller House Museum
Pittsfield Township Historical Society
Poland Township Historical Society
Portage County Historical Society
Portage Lakes Historical Society
Randolph Historical Society
Richfield Historical Society
Rochester Historical Society
Rocky River Historical Society
Rootstown Historical Society
Russell Township Historical Society
Sandusky Library Follett House Museum
Sebring Ohio Historical Society
Seville Historical Society
Shaker Historical Society & Museum
Shalersville Historical Society
Sharon Township Heritage Society
Sheffield Village Historical Society & Cultural Center

Silver Lake Historical Society
Slavic Village Historical Society
Solon Historical Society
South Euclid Historical Society
Southern Lorain County Historical Society
Southington Historical Society
Springfield Township Historical Society
Stow Historical Society
Strongsville Historical Society
Struthers Historical Society
Summit County Historical Society
Summit County Historical Society
Sutliff Museum
Tallmadge Historical Society
The Harriet Taylor Upton Association
The Historical Society of Parma Heights
The Keepers House
The Temple Museum of Religious Art
Trumbull County Historical Society
Trumbull County Tourism Bureau, Ohio Appalachian 
Country North East Rep.
Twinsburg Historical Society
Ukrainian Museum-Archives Inc.
Upton Association Inc.
Valley View-Cuyahoga Valley Historical Association
Vermilion Area Historical & Cultural Guild
Vienna Historical Society
Viets Museum
Wadsworth Area Historical Society
Western Reserve Heritage Association
Western Reserve Historical Society
Westfield Historical Society
Westlake Historical Society
Wickliffe Historical Society Inc.
Willard Area Historical Society
Willoughby Hills Historical Society
Willoughby Historical Society
Windsor Historical Society
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Appendix C
Western Reserve Letters of Support

The following pages contain letters of support for designation of the Western Reserve National Heritage Area.
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Appendix D
Public Comment
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