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PART 1: PURPOSE AND NEED 
 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION 
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  

BACKGROUND 
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FIGURE 1. COMPARATIVE GROWTH RATE OF VISITORS TO ARCHES NATIONAL PARK AND SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 2006 (NPS2016A)  
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FIGURE 2. DAILY VEHICLE ENTRANCES AT ARCHES NATIONAL PARK, 2013–2016, AS RECORDED BY TRAFFIC COUNTER DEVICES 
NOTE: PERIOD OF NO ENTRIES IN EARLY OCTOBER 2013 ASSOCIATED WITH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN.   

  

FIGURE 3. DAILY VEHICLE ENTRANCES AT ARCHES NATIONAL PARK, 2016, AS RECORDED BY TRAFFIC COUNTER DEVICES. 
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FIGURE 4. TYPICAL DAILY VISITATION PATTERN AT ARCHES NATIONAL PARK. THE Y-AXIS SHOWS THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES, THE X-AXIS SHOWS THE TIME OF 

DAY OR NIGHT (JOHNSON, 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

5 

 

FIGURE 5. DURING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, 2016, TRAFFIC ON THE ENTRANCE ROAD FREQUENTLY BACKED UP ONTO US 191 (NPS PHOTO). 



  

6 

 

FIGURE 6. LARGE VEHICLES LIKE COMMERCIAL BUSES AND RVS CAN WORSEN CONGESTION IN AREAS SUCH AS THE WINDOWS (NPS PHOTO).
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FIGURE 7.  LOCATIONS OF CONGESTED AREAS IN ARCHES NATIONAL PARK 



  

9 

 

TABLE 1. ARCHES NATIONAL PARK PARKING INVENTORY 

NOTE: PARKING SPACES AT ROADSIDE PULL-OFFS (BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL) HAVE NOT BEEN INCLUDED SINCE THESE TYPICALLY ARE NOT TRUE 

DESTINATIONS, BUT MERELY “PHOTO MOMENTS” FOR VISITORS. PARKING SPACES IN THE CAMPGROUND AREA ARE NOT INCLUDED. 
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Relationship to Other Plans and Polices  



  

11 

 

 
ISSUES AND RESOURCE TOPICS RETAINED FOR ANALYSIS  
  

Local Economy  

Visitor Use and Experience  
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ISSUES AND RESOURCE TOPICS DISMISSED FROM FURTHER ANALYSIS  

Air Quality  

 

Cultural Resources 
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Environmental Justice 

 

Indian Trust Resources and Indian Sacred Sites 
 

Soils and Geologic Resources  
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Special Status Species  

 
Vegetation  
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FIGURE 8. ROADSIDE PARKING COULD CAUSE DIRECT DAMAGE TO SOILS AND VEGETATION, AS WELL AS POSING HAZARDS TO VISITOR SAFETY DUE TO 

PEDESTRIANS IN THE ROADWAY (NPS PHOTO).
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PART 2: ALTERNATIVES 

ALTERNATIVE 1: NO ACTION – CONTINUE CURRENT MANAGEMENT   
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ALTERNATIVE 2: PROPOSED ACTION – IMPLEMENT A RESERVATION SYSTEM 

Reservation System  
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Private Users. 
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Number of Reservations. 

TABLE 3. PARKING OCCUPANCY DURING PROPOSED TIME SLOTS (LPES INC., 2015) 
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Commercial Users. 
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TABLE 4. ALLOCATION OF ADVANCE AND DAY-BEFORE/DAY-OF RESERVATIONS 
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Communication and Collaboration

ALTERNATIVES AND ALTERNATIVE ELEMENTS CONSIDERED BUT DISMISSED   
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Shuttle System Alternative  

Build-for-Demand Alternative   
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Secondary Entrance Road and Fee Booth Alternative   
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FIGURE 9.  PROPOSED LOCATIONS OF SECONDARY ENTRANCES INTO ARCHES NATIONAL PARK  
 
 
Daily Vehicle Cap Alternative  
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Time-limited Parking Alternative 

Site-specific Permits Alternative 
 

 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
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PART 3: AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES 

ANALYZING CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 

Past 
 

 

 

 

 
Current 
 

Parkwide Road Maintenance and Modification (Rehabilitating, Restoring, 
and Resurfacing = 3R) Project 
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Reasonably Foreseeable  
 

Multi-Use Connection to Moab Canyon Pathway (Multi-Use Pathway) 

 

The Windows Parking Lot Expansion 
 

 
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

Local Economy

TABLE 5. POPULATION IN REGION, 1980–2015 (CENSUS 2016) 
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Impacts of Alternative 1 – No Action Alternative. 
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TABLE 6. COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATIONS ISSUED IN 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Cumulative Impacts 

Conclusion 
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Impacts of Alternative 2 – Implement a Reservation System. 

  



  

31 

Cumulative Impacts 

Conclusion 

Visitor Use and Experience
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Impacts of Alternative 1 – No Action Alternative. 

Cumulative Impacts 
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Conclusion 

Impacts of Alternative 2 – Implement a Reservation System. 
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Cumulative Impacts 

 

Conclusion 
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PART 4: CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 

INTERNAL SCOPING 

 

EXTERNAL SCOPING 
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AGENCY CONSULTATION 

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 
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PART 5: ACRONYMS 
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PART 6: REFERENCES 

http://scholarworks.umt.edu/forest_pubs/34
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http://www.moabchamber.com/index.php/about-moab/economic-development
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APPENDIX A: THE WINDOWS SECTION PARKING AREA IMPROVEMENTS 


