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Kennedy Center/Potomac River Pedestrian Access Improvement

Contact(s):			Joel Gorder 
Regional Environmental Coordinator and Lands Liaison
National Capital Region
Joel_Gorder@nps.gov or 202.619.7405

The National Park Service (NPS) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in conjunction with the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts (Kennedy Center), will hold a public scoping meeting to share information and invite comments on the proposed Kennedy Center/Potomac River Pedestrian Access Improvement Project. Under the proposal, FHWA would provide pedestrian access between the Kennedy Center River Terrace and the Potomac Riverfront in Washington, DC; providing a direct link between the Kennedy Center and the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway Trail, which is administered by the NPS. The purpose of the project is to improve access between the Kennedy Center River Terrace to the Potomac Riverfront. The action is needed because physical barriers and safety concerns currently discourage pedestrian traffic between these two resources.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the NPS and FHWA are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to identify alternatives and assess the potential impacts of the proposal. Concurrently, the agencies will conduct consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). As part of this process, an informational meeting will be held in an “Open House” format that will include a brief presentation about the project. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. NPS and FHWA staff will be on hand to visit with you and answer questions. The location, time, and date are presented below:



Experience Your America
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
February 22, 2011

Open House: 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Presentation: 6:30 p.m.
 
The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
2700 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20566


Comment sheets will be provided at the meeting; in addition, a court reporter will be available to transcribe oral comments submitted during the open house portion of the scoping meeting. Only written comments, or oral comments transcribed by the court reporter will be accepted during this meeting. If you need special accommodations or language assistance services (translation or interpretation) please contact Joel Gorder, (202) 619-7405, or Joel_Gorder@nps.gov, at least four days in advance of the meeting. These services will be provided free of charge.

A 30-day public scoping period will be opened from February 14, 2011 to March 14, 2011.  During this time, the public is invited to comment on the proposed action, and identify potential issues or concerns for consideration in the EA. Interested parties are also invited to participate in accordance with Section 106 of the NHPA. 





You may submit comments electronically at the NPS’s Planning, Environment, and Public Comment website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/NAMA). Written comments may be mailed to: 

Greenhorne & O’Mara
Attn: Alexis Morris
810 Gleneagles Ct
Suite 106
Baltimore, MD 21286

Mailed comments must be postmarked by March 14, 2011 to receive consideration. 
 
Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

Once the EA is developed, it will be made available on the project website and at public libraries for public review for a 30-day period. If you wish to be added to the park’s mailing list for this or other announcements, please be sure to indicate that in your response.
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