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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a Victorian row type, three-stories high: with raised basement, and was built
about 1890. The front is three-bays wide of hard bumed red brick with narrow-lime mortar joints.
the entrance steps, window sills and water-table are square~cut white marble. The window sashes
are wooden double hung with a single vertical muntin in each sash. The doorway is to the right of
the front and accented by two-wide wooden members extending from the sill to a bracketed console
with three mutules between the brackets. The main cornice is quite wide with the same brackets
and mutle design as the doorway. The handrail is cast-iron with floral relief, typical of the
Victorion period.

The first floor originally had five rooms and a vestibule, but the removal of a partition between
the parlor and sitting room has reduced the number to four. Both parlor and sitting room have marble
fireplaces with half round openings. The second floor contains four rooms and a ceramic tiled bath.
Dr. Woodson used the large front room on this floor as his office. The room also has «a fireplace.
The third floor has two rooms which were Dr. Woodson's living quarters. The stairway is located
about midway of the first floor and is af right angle fo the longitudinal axis of the house. Balasters
and rail are simple in design. The stairs are in good condition. The exterior trim is typically
Victorian and the majorify of the doors have glass transoms over them.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. Carter G. Woodson is of national historical significance because he was the fountainhead
of knowledge regarding black history. He was a man who saw the existing neglect of black history and
who spent his lifetime trying fo erase that neglect. To this-end he established the Association for the Study
of Negro life and History (ASNLH), the Associated Publishers, The Joumal of Negro History and
The Negro History Bulletin, all of which are still in operation foday. As a result of his many years
of research and scholarship, Dr. Woodson was the author of numerous books, monographs and
articles on subjects of Afro-American history.

Carter Godwin Woodson, the son of former slaves, was born on December 19, 1875 in New
Canton, Virginia. Public education was not available to the black population of New Canton, con-
. sequently, young Woodson untertook the arduous task of teaching himself. As a teenager Woodson
and his brother Robert Henry relocated to Huntington, West Virginia where they ’fo?nc{ increased
opporfunities in employment and education for blacks. To supplement his family's income, ‘Woodson
found employment os a coal miner. -

In 1895, at the age of twenty, Carter Woodson began his formal education by entering Douglass
High School in Huntington. Within two years he obtained his high school diploma und'entered
Berea College in Kentucky where he received his B.L. degree in 1897. Woodson continued fo pur-
sue his acodemic interests at the University of Chicago where he eamed his A.B. and M.A. degrees.
In 1912, Woodson was awarded the Ph.D. degree from Harvard University, following W.E.B. Du
Bois in becoming the second black American to receive a doctorate from that instifution.

In the fifteen years between the time he entered Berea College in 1897 and graduated Horvard
in 1912, Carter G. Woodson held a number of teaching positions, both in the United States and abrood.
In 1904, he accepted a position in the Phillipines as supervisor of schools during which time he
leamed fo speak Spanish fluently. Leaving the Phillipines in 1906, Woodson travelled for o year
visiting the continents of Asia and Europe. While in Europe, Woodson studied briefly at the Sorbonne
where he acquired fluent communiation skills in the French language. Upon his retum to the United
States, Woodson settled in Washington, D.C. in order to have access to the Library of Congress while
completing his doctoral dissertation. Dr. Woodson taught English, Spanish, and French at the M Street
High School in the District (now Dunbar High School) while he completed his dissertation.

Although Dr. Woodson's early professional life encompassed the teaching profession, his primary
interest was in the history of black people. After years of teaching and studying, he was cognizont of
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the widespread ignorance and scanty information concerning black life and history in the United States.
Carter G. Woodson founded the ASNLH as a means of correcting this situation.

The ASNILH was founded on September 9, 1915 and incorporated on October 3. it was housed in
the building at 1538 Ninth Street, Northwest, Weashington, D.C. with Woodson's residence located on
the second floor and offices on the first and basement floors. Dr. Woodson saw a need to educate the
American public to the contributions of black Americans in the formation of the nation's history and cul-
ture. The Association came info existence during a period when the pervasive influence of Jim Crow
ideology within the country was quite evident. Such sentiment was symbolized by enforced segregation
within depariments of the federal government during the Wilson Administration. .

Racist propaganda alleging black inferiority was painstakingly countered by the indefatigable Dr.
Woodson through the ASNILH and its first publication, The Joumal of Negro History. From ifs inception
in January 1916, The Joumal of Negro History solicited the work of scholars in almost every area of
academic endeavor and maintained standards of excellence that rivaled those of many longer established
historical publications.

Woodson alone ran the ASNLH for seven years after its founding. He trained researchers ond other
staff personnel, wrote books and articles on black history and continued teaching school, Following
his work at the M Street High School, he also taught at Amstrong Manual Training High School and at
the Miner Normal School. Dr. Woodson taught history at Howard University and served as Dean of the
School of Liberal Arts and Head of the Graduate Faculty from 1919 to 1920. He also served in the
position of Dean at West Virginia Collegiate Institute (now West Virginia State College).

Dr. Woodson retired from teaching in 1922 in order to devote full-time attention to the ASNLH and
to research and writing. In 1920 he founded the Associated Publishers, Inc. to handle the publication
of research on Afro-American history and to serve as the fund-raising component of the ASNLH. Two of
Dr. Woodson's books, The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, (1915) and A Century of Negro
Migration, (1918), were already published at the fime the Associated Publishers was established. All
Mquent works and the work of numerous other black scholars were published by Associated
Publishers. Dr. Woodson's textbook, The Negro in Qur History (1922) was of particular importance
s a means through which students and the general public could become informed of Afro-American
contributions in American history.

In line with his goal of making the general public more aware of the history of black people, Dr.
Woodson instituted Negro History Week in 1926, with the intention of focusing on black history in
order to reach all levels of the black community. This week was an observation which gained national
support and the participation of many schools, colleges, and organizations across the counfry. Cele-

brated during the second week of February, Negro History Week has continued to be observed to the
present.
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In 1927, Dr. Woodson organized a Home Study Department in the ASNLH which offered a black
history course by mail. Scholars enlisted to work with the program included: Charles H. Wesley,
Alain Locke, E. Franklin Frazier, Luther P. Jackson and Charles S. Johnson. In 1937, the ASNLH
began publication of the Negro History Bulletin. The Bulletin was designed to reach the masses of
people who might never come in contact with The Joumal of Negro History which was primarily directe
fo the academic community. :

So dedicated was Dr., Woodson fo his organization that he was personally involved in every aspect
of ifs operation and survival. Although the ASNLH usually operated on a less than adequate budget,
Dr. Woodson was able topersenally solicit some financial aid from foundations such as the Carnegie
and Rockefeller Foundations.

For most of his adult life it was Dr. Woodson's dream to complete an Encyclopedia Africana and
in 1944 he began to direct his time and energies toward the preparation of the six volume opus magnum
in April 1949, he began correspondence with many outstanding scholars to solicit help from them in
completing this work.  He selected scholars to-form an editorial board which would determine policies
and seek efforts of a larger number of scholars who would serve as consulfants. Some of the individuals
selected fo serve on the board were: Lorenzo Greene, John Hope Franklin, Dorothy Porter, Charles
Wesley, Benjamin Quarles, and Nick Aaron Ford. Unfortunately, this mammoth project was never
completed because of the death of Dr, Woodson at his 1538 Ninth Street residence on April 3, 1950.

In the wake of his death, Dr. Woodson was posthumously paid tribute across the country, Numerou:
schools and other organizations began to bear his name in honor of his achievements. His alma mater,
Berea College, established a Carter G. Woodson Professorship in Negro History. The National Edu-
cation Association in Washington established a Carter G . Woodson award fo be granted fo an organ~-
ization or local education association for its leadership in the promotion of Negro History Week. The
Black Academy of Arts and Letters named him to its newly established Hall of Fame at its Annual
Awards banquet on September 20, 1970. However, perhaps the most fitting tribute to his memory is
the continued successful operation of the ASALH (presently know as the Association for the Study of
Afro-American Life and History), the Associated Publishers, and the Journal and Bulletin.
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£ZIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Association for the Study of Negro Life and Historp. Home Study Depariment. Washington, D.C.

Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. Suggestions for the Observance of Negro
History Week. Washington, D.C.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .
The Carter G. Woodson House is located ot 1538 Ninth Street, N. W., Washington,
D.C. It is arow house, On the north ad south sid es are other private residences,
while Ninth Street bounds the property on the east and an alleyway on the west ({rear).

TALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CoDE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
EiFORM PREPARED BY
NAME TITLE
Lynne Gomez Graves, Historical Projects Director
ORGANIZATION DATE
Afro-American Bicentennial Corporgtion October 30, 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1420 N Street, Northwest (202) 462-2519
CITY OR TOWN SIATE
Washington D.C.

EFISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE___ LOCAL

As the dnsigrmro& State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665).1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE
[FORNPS USE ONLY
VHEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
DATE
DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: . DATE
KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
(D)
Beyer Blinder Belle, Architects & Planners, LLP January 15, 2008

- APPENDIX D: 6 -



Carter G. Woodson Home Section 11: Appendix

Historic Structure Report — FINAL SUBMISSION Archival Documents

Figure 8-015: Carter Woodson floor plan.
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Figure 8-017: Permit drawings submitted by Princeton Electric, 5/19/1989; front elevation.
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Figure 8-018: Permit drawings submitted by Princeton Electric, 5/19/1989; first floor plan.
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Figure 8-020: Permit drawings submitted by Princeton Electric, 5/19/1989; second floor plan.

Figure 8-021: Permit drawings submitted by Princeton Electric, 5/19/1989; second floor plan.
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APPENDIX E: FIELD NOTES
Figure 8-024: Field Notes: East Elevation
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Figure 8-025: Field Notes: West Elevation
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Figure 8-026: Field Notes: Roof Plan

il

Beyer Blinder Belle, Architects & Planners, LLP January 15, 2008
- APPENDIX E: 3-



Carter G. Woodson Home Section 12: Appendix

Historic Structure Report — FINAL SUBMISSION Field Notes

Figure 8-027: Field Notes: Roof Plan

Figure 8-028: Field Notes: North Elevation
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Figure 8-029: Field Notes: South Elevation
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APPENDIX G: GLOSSARY

Apron

Baluster

Box Frame

Baseboard

Base Molding

Bracket

Brick Course

Casement

Casement Window

Casing

Cavetto

Chair Rail

CMU

Console

A flat piece of trim directly beneath the stool of a
window.

Any of a number of closely spaced supports for a
railing. Also called banister or spindle.

A window frame having hollow jambs or mullions for
sash weights.

A board or molding concealing the joint between the
interior wall and the floor.

An ornamental molding above the plinth of a pedestal,
pillar, or wall. The ornamental profile capping a
baseboard.

A support projecting horizontally from a wall to bear the
weight of a cantilever such as a cornice or projecting
element, or to strengthen an angle.

A continuous, usually horizontal range of bricks in a
wall

A window sash opening on hinges generally attached
to the upright side of its frame.

A window with at least one casement, often used in
combination with fixed lights.

The finished, often decorative framework around a
door or window opening, especially the portion parallel
to the surrounding surface at right angles to the jambs.

A Concave Molding having an outline that
approximates a quarter circle.

A horizontal molding on an interior wall for preventing
the backs of chairs from rubbing against and damaging
the wall surface.

Concrete Masonry Unit: A precast masonry unit or
Portland cement, fine aggregate, and water, molded
into various shapes.

A decorative bracket, usually formed with scrolls higher
than its projection.
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Cornice

Cyma

Cyma Recta

Cyma Reversa

Entablature

Escutcheon

Half Round

Head

Hood

Jamb

Lintel

Miter Joint

Mullion

Muntin

Modillion

Newel

Glossary

The uppermost member of a classical entablature. A
continuous, molded projection that crowns a wall or
other construction, or divides it horizontally for
compositional purposes.

A projecting molding having the profile of a double
curve formed by the union of a convex line and a
concave line.

A cyma having the concave part projecting beyond the
convex part.

A cyma having the convex part projecting beyond the
concave part.

The horizontal section of a classical order that rests on
the columns, composed of the cornice, frieze and
architrave.

A protective or ornamental plate, as around a keyhole,
doorknab, drawer pull, or light switch.

A molding having a semicircular cross section.

The uppermost member of a doorframe or window
frame.

Projecting element over a door or window.

Either of the vertical sides of an archway, doorway or
window opening.

A beam supporting the weight above a door or window
opening.

A joint between two members meeting at an angle,
made by cutting each of the butting surfaces to an
angle equal to half the angle of the junction.

A vertical member between the lights of a window, or a
stile between panels in a paneled door.

A notched member holding the edges of window panes
within a sash.

An ornamental bracket, horizontally oriented, usually in
the form of a scroll with acanthus, used in a series
beneath a cornice.

A post supporting one end of a handrail at the top or
bottom of a flight of stairs. Also called a newel post.
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Nosing

Ogee

Ovolo

Paneled Door

Partition

Party Wall

Pediment

Quarter Round

Rail

Riser

Rock Lath

Sash

Sash Weight

Shoe

Sill

Staircase

Stile

Glossary

The usually rounded edge or a stair tread that extends
over the riser.

A molding with a profile of a double curve in the shape
of an elongated S.

A convex molding with a profile approximating a
quarter section of an oval or ellipse.

A door having a framework of stiles, rails, and
sometimes muntins, filled with panels of a thinner
material.

An interior wall dividing a room or part of a building into
Separate areas.

A wall used jointly by contiguous structures, erected
upon a line dividing two parcels of land.

A wide, low-pitched gable surmounting a colonnade or
a major division of a facade.

A convex molding whose section is a quarter circle.

Any of various horizontal members framing panels, as
in a paneled door.

The vertical face of a stair step.

Gypsum board having an air-entrained core faced with
absorbent paper, used as a base for plaster. Also
called gypsum lath.

The fixed or movable framework of a window or door in
which panes of glass are set.

A cylindrical casing of iron or lead used as a
counterweight to balance a vertically sliding window
sash.

A small molding, as a quarter round, covering the joint
between a baseboard and the wall.

The horizontal member beneath a door or window
opening.

A flight or series of stairs, including its supporting
framework, casing and handrails.

Any of various upright members framing panels, as in
a paneled door.
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Stool Interior sill of a window.
Stringer A sloping board running alongside a staircase to

support or cover the ends of the treads and risers.

Transom A crosspiece separating a doorway from a window or
fanlight above it.

Transom Window A window above the transom of a doorway. Also called
a transom, or a transom light.

Tread The horizontal upper surface of a step in a stair, on
which the foot is placed.

Trim The finished woodwork or the like, used to decorate,
border or protect the edges of openings or surfaces.

Water Table A projecting stringcourse, molding or ledge placed
near the base of a building so as to divert rainwater
from it.

Window Frame The fixed frame of a window, consisting of two jambs,
a head and a sill.

Wood Lath A latticework of thin narrow strips of wood forming a

backing for plaster or stucco, or supporting slate or
other roofing material.

Definitions from Francis D. K. Ching, A Visual Dictionary of Architecture.
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