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Proposed Actions 

In 2002, the NPS completed a design for the Washington Monument Permanent 
Security Improvments that included a comprehensive landscape solution for a     
perimeter vehiciular barrier system and a new screening facility.  However, only the 
vehicular barrier system and a portion of the landscape design were implemented.  
The NPS is currently revisiting the feasibilityy of a new entrance and visitor   
screening facility and the removal of the existing temporary facility.  These          
proposed actions are the subject of this EA and are explored in several alternatives. 

Purpose and Need
The purpose of the proposed actions is to improve the security of the Monument in a manner 
that maintains and preserves the visitor experience and cultural landscape of the Monument 
grounds.

As the primary memorial to the nation’s first president, the Monument is one of the most 
prominent American icons and is visited by approximately one million visitors annually.  Its 
popularity, combined with its status as an icon, makes it a potential target for terrorist attacks.  
In 2001, a visitor screening facility was constructed that was intended to be temporary.  In 
2006, a permanent perimeter vehicular barrier system with landscape improvements was 
completed.  Action is needed to complete the comprehensive perimeter security                  
improvements.

This EA presents a range of alternatives to improve the security and visitor screening at the Washington 
Monument (the Monument) located on the Washington Monument grounds in Washington, D.C.
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Section 106

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
(NHPA) requires Federal agencies to take into account the    
effects of their undertakings on historic properties.

If it is determined that the proposed action could affect historic 
properties, S106 is triggered.  The Section 106 task and the 
NEPA assessment need to be closely coordinated.

Section 106 Process
• Define Undertaking / Initiate Section 106
• Identify Consulting Parties
• Plan to involve the Public
• Define Area of Potential Effect (APE)
• Identify Significant Cultural Resources in APE
• Assess Effects on Significant Resources
• Apply Criteria of Adverse Effect
• Continue Consultation
• Draft Agreement Document, if needed

According to 36 CFR 800.16(d), the Area of Potential Effect (APE) is 
the geographic area or areas wtihin which an undertaking may        
directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic 
properties, if such properties exist.  The area of potential effects is   
influenced by the scale and nature of the undertaking and may be  
different for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking.
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