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There are no wetlands or floodplains within the boundaries of the project 
area. 
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If suitable Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog habitat exists within, or 
adjacent to, the project area, a National Park Service biologist will 
determine if frogs are present either by checking existing data sources, or 
by conducting surveys between June 1 and September 15. Surveys will be 
conducted during the frog’s active season which varies by elevation, 
habitat, and snow pack. If frogs are detected, the biologist will inform the 
Project Manager how best to avoid harm during construction activities, and 
may recommend delaying/rescheduling work in that particular area or 
minimizing the diversion of water from streams. 
 
In the event that the frog is present, a National Park Service approved 
biologist will monitor ground disturbance and construction activities within 
and adjacent to frog habitat.  

The Main Lodge building, Duplex Cabin 1/2, and the landscape setting will 
be documented by black and white 5x7 photographic prints, and a historic 
record that includes narrative history and original drawings. To ensure 
compatibility, there will be a use of similar materials while still distinguishing 
them from the original structure. 

For the Duplex Cabin 1/2, the addition will be placed on the secondary 
façade to minimize visual impacts. 

For the Main Lodge building, minimize the visual impact of  the new 
structure by making it secondary to the Main Lodge. 

For the new restroom, build the structure with compatible materials and 
size constraints and away from existing historic structures but within the 
existing parking area. 

For compatibility with the site landscape, pathway materials will be 
comprised of stabilized, decomposed, curbing will be made with natural 
materials (granite), the amount of retaining walls will be minimized, and 
metal pipe railing will be painted a dark color. 
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sierrae

Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog is a Candidate species for listing under the Federal and California 
Endangered Species Acts. There are historic observations in the project vicinity and suitable 
meadow habitat nearby. The frogs occur in mountain meadows, riparian, deciduous, and alpine 
meadow types, from 5000 to13,000 feet. Introduction of trout into mountain streams and lakes have 



led to species decline throughout their range. Eggs are laid in rivers, streams, ponds, and lakes from 
May to July, with peak activity in June. Mitigations to avoid adverse effects are provided in Table 2-2. 



The Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog is vulnerable to impacts from construction, including direct 
mortality from vehicles, construction equipment and movement of rocks and soil during construction. 
It is also vulnerable to alteration of habitat and disturbance that might disrupt behavior, which could 
adversely affect breeding. A qualified biologist will survey the site prior to construction to establish 
whether frogs were breeding in the vicinity and provide specific recommendations to avoid impacts 
during construction activities (see Table 2-2). 
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Under the rehabilitation alternative, the adverse effects on the historic structures and the cultural 
landscape are linked to associated cultural alterations of the character-defining features and finishes 
of the Main Lodge building, Duplex Cabins, and associated cultural landscape. Impacts on 
subsurface cultural deposits are not anticipated during ground disturbing activities associated with 
foundation improvements, pathway improvements, and construction of the new cold-storage building 
and new public restroom. The building additions for both the Main Lodge and the Duplex Cabin have 
been designed in a manner consistent with the application of the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation. Specific actions affecting the historic properties are as follows: 

Duplex Cabin 1/2 

 Addition to the structure measuring 5 feet by 20 feet with approximately 100 extra square feet. 
Currently, the cabin does not meet accessibility standards. 

 Change the pitch of the roof and the west façade.  

Main Lodge Building 



 Adding a food storage structure on the west facade of the existing structure measuring 24 feet 
by 12 feet. Currently food storage is located in separate trailers. 

 Removing the storage shed attached to the west façade of the building including the addition 
of a 36 inch doorway connecting the kitchen to the refrigerated food section measuring 
approximately 13 feet by 15 feet. 

 Constructing a foundation around the perimeter of the building. Currently the structure is 
supported by piers that are failing. A new foundation will eliminate water flow under the 
structure. 

Public Restroom 

 Adding an accessible, unisex structure that measures approximately 8 feet by 8 feet in the 
north end of the existing, disturbed parking area. This restroom will provide accessible 
facilities to Lodge guests and daytime guests that is away from the Main Lodge building and 
Great Sierra Wagon Road. 

Landscape 

 Install a 3-foot hardened, compacted path meeting accessibility standards that runs between 
the Main Lodge building, the parking area and the Duplex Cabin. Currently, there is no 
accessible path. 

 Install 70 feet of decomposed granite curbing alongside the path to meet the grade between 
the Main Lodge building and the public restroom. 

 Install 50 feet of granite curbing from the public restroom and the Duplex Cabin to meet the 
8% requirements for accessibility. 

 Install two sections of metal pipe railing totaling 50 feet along raised pathways.  

Section 106 Summary 

Under Alternative 2 the park will apply standard mitigating measures in accordance with the 1999 
Programmatic Agreement Among the National Park Service at Yosemite, the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Regarding Planning, 
Design, Construction, Operations and Maintenance, Yosemite National Park, California.  
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Yosemite National Park consulted with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office in Sacramento and 
received a Special Status Species List for the Tamarack Flat quadrangle on November 3, 2011. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will receive a copy of the environmental assessment during the public 



review period. The USFWS may respond with comments and recommendations for clarifications. If, 
as the project progresses, new information reveals effects of the proposed action that could affect 
listed, proposed, or candidate species in a manner that causes an effect that was not previously 
considered; or a new species or critical habitat is designated that may be affected by the proposed 
action, or if changes in status occur, (such as a formal listing of threatened or endangered status for 
the Sierra Nevada Mountain yellow-legged frog), consultation will be re-initiated (50 CFR 402.14). 

http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/wwlodge.htm

http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/wwlodge.htm


 

http://www.nps.gov/archive/yose/nature/water.htm



