Appendix B

ASSESSMENT OF ACTIONS HAVING AN EFFECT ON 

CULTURAL RESOURCES

A.  DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING
1.
Park:  Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve
XXX Number:
YUCH-05-005
2.
Project Name:  Environmental Monitoring Station – Upper Charley River
3.
Work/Project Description:  (Include Area of Potential Effect and effects on cultural resources; explain why work/project is needed.)

The National Park Service (NPS) is considering the installation of 2 climate monitoring stations within the Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve.  These stations would collect basic climatological measurements including temperature, precipitation, relative humidity, wind speed and direction, solar radiation, and snow depth. The purpose for this proposed action is to monitor and record weather conditions at representative locations in order to identify long and short term trends, provide reliable climate data to other researchers and preserve managers, and to participate in larger scale climate monitoring and modeling efforts.

Little is known about the precipitation levels and atmospheric conditions of the Yukon-Tanana Upland area of Yukon Charley Rivers National Preserve (YUCH).  The preserve currently has one Remote Automated Weather Station (RAWS) at Ben Creek Airstrip on a bench 1850’ above the Yukon River. In order to sample within separate ecological/landscape units one climate station is being proposed below 1000’ elevation within the Yukon River corridor in the lower Coal Creek drainage and the other above 3000’ in the upper Charley River basin.  The lower elevation site would be paired with the existing RAWS at Ben Creek Airstrip for data comparison and extrapolation.  

Annual snow pack data is particularly important both in-year and over decades.  The  preserve is blanketed by snow from 7 to 10 months depending on elevation and aspect of any given location.  The timing, depth and condition of the snow cover are important for understanding hydrological conditions and many other aspects of ecological processes.  Many ecological processes, as well as fish and wildlife habitat, are effected by short and long-term fluctuations and trends in hydrological conditions across the landscape. 

This action is needed in order to monitor principle components of the physical environment of the preserve (Central Alaska Network Proposal 2004).
The three proposed alternate locations for the Upper Charley River station are:

Station E, approximately 3700’ elevation; Station F (at the Three Fingers Airstrip), approximately 3100’ elevation; and Station G, approximately 3500’ elevation.

Of the three sites, location G is the preferred site for installing the monitoring station.
4.
Has cultural resources survey work been completed for the Area of Potential Effect?

__ Yes
_X_ No
(If yes, source:        )


___ No Known cultural resources will be affected.  (If this is because the area has been disturbed, please explain or attach additional information to show the disturbance was so extensive so as to preclude intact cultural deposits).

5. Potentially Affected Resource(s):  (Name and applicable IDLCS, MMS, CSI number and map coordinates.)

Name and Number(s):


Location:  
NR Status: Listed
6.
The proposed action will:  (Check all that apply)


[ ]
Destroy, remove or alter features of a historic structure, setting, environment or cultural landscape.


[ ]
Replace historic features in kind.


[X]
Introduce non-historic features (including visual, audible or atmospheric) into a historic setting, structure, environment or cultural landscape.


[ ]
Disturb, destroy, alter or make in accessible archeological resources.


[X]
Potentially affect unidentified cultural resources.


[ ]
Begin or contribute to deterioration of historic structural or landscape features, terrain, setting or archeological or ethnographical resources.


[ ]
Involve a land transaction, sale or lease.


[ ]
Other (describe)

7.
Measures to prevent or minimize loss or impairing the historic fabric, character, setting, integrity or data:

The climate monitoring station will sit on top of the ground.  The only ground penetrating portions will be several pieces of re-bar driven into the ground to support guy lines to anchor the station.  We are also stipulating that the climate station be painted in such a manner as will minimize the visual impact from the air, while on the ground, and by people landing at the Three Fingers Airstrip.
8.
Supporting study data:  (Attach copies if feasible; if the action is in a plan (RMP, GMP, etc.) or an EA or EIS, provide title and project or page number.)

9.
Attachments:

[ ]  Scope of Work
[X]  Site Plan
[ ]  List of Materials
[ ]  Other


[X]  Maps
[ ]  Drawings
[ ]  Specifications
[X]  Photographs


[ ]  Archeological Survey, if applicable


10.
Prepared by:
Douglas Beckstead
Date:  April 1, 2005

Title:
Historian
Telephone:
(907) 257-2556




E-mail:
doug_beckstead@nps.gov

B.  REVIEWS BY CULTURAL RESOURCE SPECIALISTS
The Park/Preserve Section 106 Coordinator requests review by the Park/Reserve/AKSO cultural resource specialists as indicated by the check-off boxes or described below:

SPECIALISTS:  Your comments here (or attached) show that you have reviewed this proposal for conformity with requirements of Section 106, with the 1990 Servicewide Programmatic Agreement (if applicable), and applicable parts of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation, NPS Management Policies, and NPS-28 and have given your best professional advice about this project and the issues relevant to the Section 106 process, including identifying and evaluating historic properties and further consultation needs.

[X]
ARCHEOLOGIST


Name: Jeff Rasic

Date:



Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[X] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[X] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

There are no known archeological sites near any of the proposed project locations, although this simply reflects that fact that no inventory has been conducted in these areas.  The ridgetop sites (all of them except for Station F at the Three Fingers airstrip) are all high probability locations for prehistoric archeological sites.  If artifacts or archeological features (fire hearths, for example) are present they are likely to be surface or shallow contexts which makes them vulnerable to impacts.  Impacts could result from trampling, placement of the stakes, or unauthorized collecting.  If cultural materials are present they are also likely to be confined to small areas and therefore can be avoided simply by moving the exact spot at which the station is installed.  My recommendation is that an archeologist accompany the crew installing the stations so that an appropriate location hat avoids cultural resources can be chosen.  This will allow us to avoid impact and will obviate the need to have an archeologist examine a broad area at each of the potential installation sites.
[ ]
CURATOR


Name:

Date:


Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[ ] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[ ] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

[ ]
ETHNOGRAPHER


Name:

Date:


Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[ ] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[ ] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

[X]
HISTORIAN


Name:  Douglas Beckstead
Date:  April 1, 2005

Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[X] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[X] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

The location selected for installing this climate monitoring station should be well away from any known cultural resources.  The plans for painting the station to camouflage it will, for all intents and purposes, eliminate any visual impacts it may have on the viewshed.
[ ]
HISTORICAL ARCHITECT


Name:

Date:


Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[ ] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[ ] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

[ ]
SUBSISTENCE SPECIALIST


Name:

Date:


Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[ ] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[ ] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

[ ]
OTHER ADVISOR (Specify)  ________________________________________


Name:

Date:


Assessment of Effect:



[ ] No Effect
[ ] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect
[ ] Programmatic Exclusion


Comments:

C.  SECTION 106 COORDINATOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION
1.  Assessment of Effect:
[ ] No Effect
[X] No Adverse Effect
[ ] Adverse Effect

2.
Compliance Requirements:  (the following is the Park/Preserve’s assessment of the Section 106 process needs and requirements for this undertaking)

[ ]
A.
STANDARD 36 CFR PART 800 CONSULTATION (further consultation under 36 CFR Part 800 required).

[X]
B.
PROGRAMMATIC EXCLUSION UNDER THE 1990 SERVICEWIDE PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT (PA) (The above action meets all conditions for a programmatic exclusion under Stipulation IV of the 1990 Servicewide PA for Section 106 compliance.)


--
APPLICABLE EXCLUSION:  Exclusion IV.B. 3 (“Installation of environmental monitoring units such as those for water and air quality.”)

[ ] 
C.
PLAN-RELATED UNDERTAKING (Consultation and review of the proposed undertaking was completed in the context of a plan review process, in accordance with the 1995 Servicewide PA and 36 CFR Part 800.)


--
APPLICABLE EXCLUSION:  Exclusion IV.B. ___ (Specify 1-13 or IV.C addition to the list of exclusions.)

[ ]
D.
UNDERTAKING RELATED TO ANOTHER AGREEMENT (The proposed undertaking is covered for Section 106 purposes under another document such as a statewide agreement established in accord with 36 CFR Part 800.)



Specify the Plan/EIS/EA, etc.:

[ ] 
E.
STIPULATIONS AND/OR CONDITIONS (Following are listed any stipulations or conditions necessary to ensure that the assessment of effect is consistent with 36 CFR Part 800 criteria or to avoid or reduce potential adverse effects.

(1) The climate station is to be situated on the southern edge of what is called the “bone yard.”  This is the area where the derelict mining vehicles have been placed over the years.  It is isolated from view of the historic mining camp and is “off the beaten path” where visitors and/or staff are likely to travel.
(2) The climate station shall be painted in such a manner as to minimize its visibility to those flying into the Coal Creek airstrip.
Recommended by Park/Preserve Section 106 Coordinator:


Signature:  ____________________________

Date:  ________________________

D.  SUPERINTENDENT’S APPROVAL
The proposed work conforms to NPS Management Policies and NPS-28 and I have reviewed and approve the recommendations, stipulations or conditions noted in Section C of this form.


Signature:  ____________________________

Date:  ________________________



Superintendent

Maps:
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Map 1:  Proposed location of the Upper Charley River climate monitoring station.  Location G is the preferred site for installing this station.
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Site 3-A
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Site 3-B
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