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Welcome  

Purpose of Tonightôs Meeting: 

ÁTo provide an opportunity to comment on the proposed relocation of a section of 

Montgomery Countyôs MacArthur Boulevard Shared-Use Path onto National Park 

Service land at Glen Echo Park/Clara Barton National Historic Site analyzed in the 
Environmental  Assessment / Assessment of Effect (EA/AoE). 

 

 Project goals include:  improved safety, minimal impacts to resources, opportunity for interpretation of historic resources 

Minnehaha Creek  
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 

Upper Parking Lot on MacArthur Boulevard 
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 

Trolley Bridge over Minnehaha Creek 
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 
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Purpose and Need  

Purpose:  

ÁThe purpose of the proposed action is to provide a safe location for the shared-use path between Oxford 

Road and the original entrance to Glen Echo Park in such a way as to ensure the protection of park 

resources and values.  

Need:  

ÁThe proposed action is needed to improve the safety of the existing bikeway, which currently lacks 

proper identification signage, pavement markings, lane designations, vehicular and bikeway approach 

signs, and physical separation from the roadway at this complex traffic circle.  

Location of Upper Parking Lot Crossing 
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 

Existing Bike Path on MacArthur Boulevard 
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 

North Abutment of Trolley Bridge 
Original Photo taken by GF 2012 
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Site History  

National Chautauqua Assembly of Glen Echo  is 

established and the American Red Cross Building 

is constructed 

 

Washington and Glen Echo Railroad  is 

extended to the Chautauqua grounds.  

Itôs name is changed to Washington 

Railway & Electric Company and 

operates until 1961 

 

 

Clara Barton returns to Glen Echo as her 

permanent home. It also becomes the 

headquarters for the American Red 

Cross 

 

Glen Echo Park closes.   

GSA transfers the park  to NPS in 

1976 

 

 
1891 1896 1897 1968 

Photos taken from National Park Service 
Cultural Landscapes Inventory  2011 ς  

Glen Echo Park-Clara Barton House Cultural Landscape 
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Alternative 1  

(No Action)  

 

 

ÁNo permit provided 

ÁUntil proposed MacArthur 

Boulevard roadway 

improvements occur, 

current shared-use path 

safety deficiencies like poor 

signage and no automobile 

traffic separation would 

continue 

ÁProposed MacArthur 

Boulevard roadway work 

would reduce path to three 

foot shoulders and could 

lead to more pedestrian 

and cyclist safety concerns 

ÁProvides basis for 

comparison with other 

alternatives 

Existing Bike Path 

NPS Boundary 

Proposed Shared 

Use Path 
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Alternative 2  

(Preferred Alternative) 

Highlights: 

ÁNew shared-use path 

ÁRehabilitated trolley bridge 

ÁCrossing of existing parking lot 

reduced by six to eight spaces   

ÁSlight increase in impervious 

pavement 

ÁSafety signage and markings at 

lot crossing, as well as a choker 

at upper lot entrance; a raised 

bike path; a raised island at the 

"left exit" sign to improve 

visibility; removal of tree near 

this exit sign to facilitate turning 

movements 

NPS Boundary 

Proposed Shared 

Use Path 


