APPENDIX A
Laws and Policies

The Organic Act of 1916 (16 USC 1, et seq.). The National Park Service Organic Act remains after some 86 years the core of park service authority and definitive statement of the purposes of th4 parks and of the National Park Service’s mission: “to promote and regulate the use of the federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations…by such means and measures as conform to their fundamental purpose…to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”

General Authorities Act of 1970 (16 USC 1).  This Act affirms that all national park areas are “untied through their interrelated purposes and resources into one national park system, as cumulative expressions of a single national heritage.”  
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (Title 42 U.S. Code sections 4321 to 4370 [42 USC 4321-4370]).  This landmark environmental protection legislation requires that federal decision-makers seek a balance between use and preservation of natural and cultural resources.  NEPA requires all federal agencies to prepare in-depth studies of the impacts of and alternatives to proposed “major federal actions”; to use the information contained in such studies when deciding whether to proceed with the actions; and to diligently attempt to involve the interested and affected public before any decision affecting the environment is made.  Implementing regulations for the National Environmental Policy Act are contained in Parts 1500 to 1515 of Title 40 of the US Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1515).  

Council on Environmental Quality Regulations, as amended (40 CFR 1500-1508).  These regulations implement the National Environmental Policy Act and provide guidance to federal agencies in the preparation of environmental documents identified under the Act. 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Sec. 106 and Sec 110, 16 USC 470; 36 CFR 800).  The purpose of this Act is to protect and preserve districts, sites and structures, and architectural, archeological and cultural resources.  Section 106 requires consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office.  Section 110 requires that the National Park Service identify and nominate all eligible resources under its jurisdiction to the National Register of Historic Places.
Archeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974, as amended (16 USC 469-469c).  This Act requires survey, recovery and preservation of significant scientific, prehistorical, historical, archeological or paleontological data when such data may be destroyed due to federal project.  The Act directs federal agencies to notify the Secretary of the Interior whenever they find that such a project may cause loss or damage.  

Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 [16 USC 470aa (1988)].  This Act defines archeological resources as any material remains of past human life or activities that are of archeological interest and at least 100 years old; requires federal permits for their excavation or removal, and sets penalties for violators; provides for preservation and custody of excavated materials, records, and data; provides for confidentiality of archeological site locations; and encourages cooperation with other parties to improve protection for archeological site locations; and encourages cooperation with other parties to improve protection of archeological resources.  The Act was amended in 1988 to require development of plans for surveying public lands for archeological resources, and systems for reporting incidents of suspected violations.
Executive Order 11593, “Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment,” May 13, 1971.  This Executive Order directs Federal agencies to inventory cultural properties under their jurisdiction, to nominate to the National Register all federally owned properties that meet the criteria, to use due caution  until the inventory and nomiantio0n processes are completed, and also to assure that Federal plans and programs contribute to preservation and enhancement of non-Federal properties.  Some of the provisions of the Executive Order were turned into Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

