December 13, 2004

Addressees

Dear            , 

The Valley Fire District (VFD) is seeking to expand and upgrade their facilities to better serve the area. VFD serves the Village of Peninsula (population 602), Boston Township, (population 1,664) and also provides protection to buildings owned by Cuyahoga Valley National Park including the Environmental Education Center. 

Having gone from an all-volunteer department to a department with paid staff, the VFD facility now needs a shower facility and upgraded lavatories.  Because Peninsula does not have municipal sewer, the septic needs for the facility are an important consideration.  Other facility needs include a designated meeting space, break room, training room and radio room. The expanded service facility must not conflict with adjacent facility use, must provide easy vehicle access, and accommodate two additional fire trucks for foreseeable expansion. 

Current alternatives being considered include expansion at the current site, construction of a new facility, or construction of a new garage and use of an existing structure for office space. None of these options include the purchase of land and would require some type of use agreement with the landowner.  The current facility is attached to the 1887 Boston Township Hall, recently restored by its owner, the Boston Township Hall Association.  New construction would be sited on land owned by the Boy Scouts of America and encumbered by an easement held by the National Park Service.  The last alternative would involve using land and a building owned by the National Park Service. 

Should you have comments on the environmental impacts of these alternatives and other alternatives to be considered in this analysis, pursuant to requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, National Park Service Director’s Order #12., please submit in writing to: 

Jeff Winstel, Planner

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

1556 Boston Mills Road

Peninsula, Ohio 44264

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

John P. Debo, Jr.

Superintendent 

