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ODNR COMMENTS TO NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, 15610 Vaughn
Road, Brecksville, Ohio 44141

Location: The site is located 0.25 miles northeast of the junction of State Route 303 and Riverview Road, Boston
Township, Summit County, Peninsula Quadrangle.

Project: The Valley Fire District (VFD) is seeking to expand and upgrade their facilities to better serve the area.
Current alternatives being considered include expansion at the current site, construction of a new facility, or
construction of a new garage and use of an existing structure for office space.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above referenced project. These
comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the Department. These comments have been
prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et
seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other
applicable laws and regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or federal agency nor
relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or federal laws or regulations.

Rare and Endangered Species: The ODNR Natural Heritage Database contains no records of rare species or
unique natural features within the proposed project, and there are no state nature preserves or scenic rivers in the
vicinity of the site.

Fish and Wildlife: The ODNR Division of Wildlife has no comments regarding this project.

Special Flood Hazard Area: The proposed project may or may not be located in a Special Flood Hazard Area. To
assist you in this determination, please contact the community’s floodplain administrator. A list of community
floodplain administrators can be found on the ODNR - Division of Water website at_
hutp://www.dnr.state.oh.us/water/floodpln/. To view a copy of a Flood Insurance Rate Map for your project area,
you can either contact the community floodplain administrator, or obtain a copy online from the FEMA Flood Map

Store at_htip://store.msc.fema.gov/.

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Randy Sanders at 614.265.6344 if
you have questions about these comments or need additional information.

Randall E. Sanders

Environmental Administrator

Division of Real Estate & Land Management
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

2045 Morse Rd, C4
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June 29, 2004 RE:  SUMMIT COUNTY
PENINSULA

STREETSBORO ROAD
PROPOSED PENINSULA FIRE STATION

Peninsula Associates Architects, L.L.C.
Attn: Mr. Andrew Kaminski

P.O. Box 235

1775 Main Street

Peninsula, OH 44264

Dear Mr. Kaminski:

This letter is in response to your recent correspondence dated June 15, 2004. Itis understood
you are inquiring about the possibility of two additional wastewater treatment alternatives to
treat the wastewater from the proposed Peninsula Fire Station. After recent discussions
concerning your proposal with my supervisor, Ron Bell, this office has decided we could accept
the mound system design for the domestic wastewater, provided at least one foot of additional
good soil (topsoil) is imported. Please consult your certified soil scientist about the imported
soil.

Normally, the mound system is a soil absorption system constructed above grade that uses
sand fill to enhance treatment before wastewater enters the natural soil at the site. Normally
two feet of natural soil underneath the mound is required before entering a limiting condition.
As you know, this site has only about one foot of natural soil before hitting a severely restricting
permeability. Because of Peninsula’s extenuating circumstances, this office will accept at least
one foot of imported topsoil to enhance the one foot of natural soil beneath the mound system.

The main components of a mound system are two 1000 gallon septic tanks for pretreatment,
a dosing chamber to provide pressure distribution of the effluent, and the mound. A reserve
area shall be set aside for a future replacement mound system. Please understand that only
the domestic wastewater produced by the fire station may be treated in the mound system.
This office has yet to receive the basis of design of the domestic wastewater to be generated
(should be based on the maximum number of people which may utilize the facilities). The
proposed floor drains and trench drains shall not be connected to the mound septic system.

A separate grassy area, also left undisturbed, shall be reserved for a replacement mound
system. The mound system shall be located at least 100 feet from property lines and drainage
ways. Also, no parking or vehicular traffic will be permitted in the area of the treatment system.
A positive means of vehicle control must be provided to prevent vehicles from driving over the
system. As soon as possible, the proposed and reserved mound system areas should be
staked off to prevent soil compaction from cars and construction equipment. Isolation distance
from any portion of the sewage system to the nearest water supply well must be at least 100
feet.
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The mound system shall be designed in accordance with the following Ohio State University
guidance documents: Bulletin 813 entitled “Mound Systems for On-Site Wastewater Treatment
- Siting, Design, and Construction in Ohio,” and Bulletin 829 entitled “Mound Systems: Pressure
Distribution of Wastewater Design and Construction in Ohio.” All associated calculations shall
be submitted to this office.

Because septic system are only designed to treat domestic wastewater, Ohio EPA does not
allow floor drains, trench drains, or wash water to enter an on-site septic system. Therefore,
if you are still proposing floor/trench drains, it is recommended your Professional Engineer
design a collection system for the proposed wash water. You may wish to investigate a wash
water recycle system. The remaining grit and wash water blow down would be held in a holding
tank, and ultimately disposed at a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW). Hauling and
disposing of such non-domestic wastewater is expensive; it is recommended you contact some
POTWs to determine feasibility.

Four sets of detail plans of the septic system and wash water recycle system must be prepared
and stamped by a Professional Engineer and submitted to this office. The detail plans will be
forwarded to the Director's Office with our recommendations. The Professional Engineer
preparing the plans shall also be responsible for overseeing the installation of the system. Your
contract with the engineer must include inspection during construction. In accordance with the
Ohio Revised Code Section 6111.44 you must receive formal approval from the Director's
Office prior to construction.

The enclosed Plan Approval Procedures must be followed. All fees, applications, and data
sheets must be completed and included with the submission of detail plans before the plans
can be processed for approval. Also, submit evidence that zoning is appropriate for your
proposed construction.

Design criteria and guidelines are continually being reviewed. For this reason, the
requirements and site approval in this letter will be valid for one year from the date of this letter.
Should you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, please contact this office at
(330) 963-1151.

Sincerely,

sy

Jennifer S. Bennage
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

JSB:cla

pc: Roger C. Newberry, Thorson Baker and Associates
Charlie Reidel, Valley Fire District
Valley Fire District Board of Trustees

G:\DSWAEENNAGE \peninsulafiremound.wpd
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services
6950 Americana Parkway, Suite H
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068-4127

(614) 469-6923/FAX (614) 469-6919
January 11, 2005

Mr. Jeff Winstel, Planner
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
1556 Boston Mills Road
Peninsula. OH 44264

Dear Mr. Winstei:

This is in response to your December 16, 2004 letter soliciting comments on the proposal to develop an
Environmental Assessment for the proposed expansion of the Valley Fire District facilities, located in
Boston Township, Summit County, Ohio. The Valley Fire District serves the Village of Peninsula, Boston
Township, and Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP). The proposed expansion could include expansion
at the current site, construction of a new facility, construction of a new garage and use of an existing
structure for office space, or use of lands and buildings owned by the National Park Service. New
construction could be sited on land owned by the Boy Scouts of America and encumbered by an easement
held by the National Park Service.

The Service recommends selecting the alternative that will result in the least ecological and environmental
impacts. I general, we recommend that proposed developments avoid and minimize water quality impacts
and impacts to high quality fish and wildlife habitat, such as forests, streams, and wetlands. Additionally,
natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be preserved to enhance beneficial functions.

ENDANGERED SPECIES COMMENTS: CVNP is known to support summer populations of the Indiana
bat (Myotis sodalis), a Federally listed endangered species. Since first listed as endangered in 1967, their
population has declined by nearly 60%. Several factors have contributed to the decline of the Indiana bat
including the loss and degradation of suitable hibernacula, human disturbance during hibernation,
pesticides, and the loss and degradation of forested habitat, particularly stands of large, mature trees.
Fragmentation of forest habitat may also contribute to declines. Summer habitat requirements for the
species are not well defined but the following are considered important:

1. Dead or live trees and snags with peeling or exfoliating bark, split tree trunk and/or branches, or
cavities, which may be used as maternity roost areas.

2. Live trees (such as shagbark hickory and oaks) which have exfoliating bark.

3. Stream corridors, riparian areas, and upland woodlots which provide forage sites.

The area should be examined to determine if suitable summer roost habitat for the bat occurs on the site. If
suitable roost habitat is proposed to be removed, this project may affect the Indiana bat and additional
information will be required to further evaluate the extent of impacts. Recommended information to
document impacts includes the following:

1) A map of the site with all forested areas indicated, including acreage



[image: image6.jpg]2) A description of forested habitat, including dominant species composition, age, density of understory,
and canopy cover

3) Please indicate the location of suitable roost trees (dead or live trees with peeling bark, cracks, or
crevices), and describe species, condition (live or dead), size (diameter breast high), and canopy cover
4) Description and size of any forested parcels onsite that will be preserved-preservation of forested habitat
is the most significant way to minimize potential impacts to the bat and its habitat.

5) Please note the location and size of any other forested properties within the vicinity of the project that
are protected in perpetuity (ex. parks, conservation easements, etc.)

6) Please include the location of any wetlands, streams, ponds, and cleared paths or trails.

7) Describe connectivity of site and other adjacent forested parcels

8) Avoidance and minimization measures to protect the bat and its habitat (such as seasonal tree clearing,
temporary preservation of suitable habitat, etc.)

9) Using the information above as justification, please include your determination of whether or not the
project is likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat

Based on this information, the Service will evaluate potential impacts to the Indiana bat from the proposed
project. If sufficient information is not provided to document a “not likely to adversely affect”
determination, formal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended,
will be necessary.

This project lies within the range of the Federally threatened northern monkshood (4conitum
noveboracense). The plant is found on cool, moist, talus slopes or shaded cliff faces in wooded ravines.
We recommend that the project location be examined to determine if suitable habitat for the monkshood is
present. If suitable habitat is found, surveys may be necessary to determine if the plant is present.

The proposed project lies within the range of the bald eagle, a Federally listed threatened species. Due to
the project type and location, the project, as proposed, will have no effect on this species. Relative to this
species, this precludes the need for further action on this project as required by the 1973 Endangered
Species Act, as amended.

Should additional information on listed or proposed species or their critical habitat become available or if
new information reveals effects of the action that were not previously considered, this determination may be
reconsidered. If project plans change or if portions of the proposed project were not evaluated, it is our
recommendation that you contact our office for further review.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48
Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, and are
consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's Mitigation Policy.

We appreciate this opportunity to provide the above comments. If you have questions, or if we may be of
further assistance in this matter, please contact Megan Seymour at extension 16 in this office.

Sincerely,

gl

15% p, Ph.D.
Supervisor

cc:  ODNR, DOW, SCEA Unit, Columbus, OH
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January 18, 2005

Jeff Winstel, Planner
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
1556 Boston Mills Road
Peninsula, OH 44264

Dear Mr. Winstel:

In response to Mr. Debo’s letter of December 16®, there are several corrections
necessary. Our current Chairperson is Ms. Amy Anderson and Mr. Bergdorf’s
first name is Randolph (Randy) not Rudolph. Also the VFD facility is attached to
our Township Hall, which is being restored by the Boston Township Hall Committee.
However the facility is still owned by Boston Township.

I'would also like to request a copy of the National Park Service Directors Order #12 that

is referenced in the letter. Please send that to my attention at the address above.
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
oo Vs,

John Puchalsky
Boston Township Trustee

Road Department (330) 657-2600 Township Clerk (330) 657-2059
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February 10, 2005

OHIO
I HISTORICAL
eff Winste
Planner SOCIETY
Cuyahoga Valley National Park SINCE 1885
1556 Boston Mills Road
Peninsula, Ohio 44264

Dear Mr. Winstel:
Re: Valley Fire District expansion and facilities upgrade, Peninsula, Ohio

This is in response to correspondence from Jon Debo, Cuyahoga Valley National Park Superintendent, received on
December 20, 2004, regarding the above referenced project. Pursuant to the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, Mr. Debo sought our comments regarding the environmental impacts of the proposed
Valley Fire Department (VED) expansion and facilities upgrade.

The Valley Fire Department, serving the Village of Peninsula, Boston Township, and properties owned by
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, seeks new facilities including a shower and lavatories, designated meeting space, a
break room, a training room, and a radio room. VED currently occupies a facility attached to the Boston Township
Hall, a contributing resource in the Peninsula Historic District, which is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. Expansion alternatives include building new facilities on the current site, constructing new facilities on land
owned by the Boy Scouts of America and encumbered by an easement held by the National Park Service
(address/location not specified in Mr. Debo’s letter), or using land and a building owned by the National Park
Service (address/location not specified in Mr. Debo’s letter).

There are an abundance of properties listed in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in and around
the Village of Peninsula. As a result, the proposed project may well affect historic properties. Should the National
Park Service determine that the preferred alternative constitutes a federal undertaking, we encourage the agency to
initiate Section 106 consultation with this office by submitting the project documentation required by 36 CFR
Section 800.11.

We will offer comments regarding the effects of this project on historic properties once we have received the project
documentation required by 36 CFR Section 800.1 L. If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at (614)
298-2000 or by e-mail at jcook@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

vale P ok

Jugtin M. Cook, History Reviews Manager
Repource Protection and Review

105699
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SERVING SUMMIT COUNTY

December 21, 2004

Mr. Jeff Winstel, Planner
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
1556 Boston Mills Road
Peninsula, Ohio 44264

RE: THE VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (VFD)
Dear Mr. Winstel,

This is response to the letter from John P. Debo Jr. regarding the above subject dated
December 16, 2004. Metro Parks, Serving Summit County has no comment at this time

Sincerely,

Keith D. Shy
Director-Secretary.

975 Treaty Line Road
Akron, Ohio 44313-5898
330-867-5511

fax 330-867-4711

summitmetroparks.org
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February 9, 2005

Mr. John Puchlasky

Boston Township Trustee
Trustees of Boston Township
P.O. Box 123

Peninsula, Ohio 44264-0123

Dear Mr. Puchlasky:

Thank you for your letter of January 18 clarifying information regarding the Environmental
Assessment for the Valley Fire District project. I have requested copies of the existing leases
from the Valley Fire District for further reference to the current ownership status of the facility.

As requested, please find enclosed a copy of the National Park Service Director’s Order #12 that
was referenced in our earlier letter. We will be contacting you when we have the Environmental
Assessment document ready for review and comment. If you have any additional comments or
questions regarding the environmental assessment study for the Valley Fire District Project
please contact me at 330/657-2982.

Sincerely,
9//(/( /&L
Jeff Winstel

Planner

Enclosure

CUVA:JWinstel:PuchlaskyLetter:02-08-05:jab
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January 6, 2005

Mr. Jeff Winstell

Cuyahoga Valley National Park
1556 Boston Mills Rd.
Peninsula, OH 44264

RE: Valley Fire District
Dear Mr. Winstell:
In response to your letter dated December 16, 2004, the Summit County Soil and Water

Conservation District requests that the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for this
project be submitted to our office for review.

Sincersgif,
2 %/Z“M

Brian James, Chair
Summit SWCD

PC: Robert Bobel, CVNP
File
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
15610 Vaughn Road
Brecksville, Ohio 44141-3097

IN REPLY REFER TO:

InsertFileCode
January 12, 2005

Brian James, Chair

Summit SWCD

2795 Front Street, Suite D
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221

Dear Mr. James:

Thank you for responding to our correspondence regarding the Environmental Assessment for
the Valley Fire District project. At present, we are in the process of determining feasible
alternatives for the project and their impacts on park resources, as per the National
Environmental Policy Act. Once the final site is determined, we will supply your office with a
Storm Water Pollution Plan for the Valley Fire District project for your review.

Sincerely,

John P. Debo Jr.
Superintendent

ce:
Winstel, ParkCode-AreaCode
Bobel, ParkCode-AreaCode
File
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January 18, 2005

Brian James, Chair

Summit SWCD

2795 Front Street, Suite D
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221

Dear Mr. James:

Thank you for responding to our correspondence regarding the Environmental Assessment for
the Valley Fire District project.

At present, we are in the process of determining feasible alternatives for the project and their
impacts on park resources, as per the National Environmental Policy Act.

Once the final site is determined, we will supply your office with a Storm Water Pollution Plan
for the Valley Fire District project for your review.

Sincerely,

/s! John P. Debo, Jr.

John P. Debo Jr.
Superintendent

cc: Jeff Winstel, CUVA
Rob Bobel, CUVA

CUVA:jabaker:Jeff Winstel:330-657-2982:EAValleyFireDistrictLetter:01-12-05
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