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COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Sign in and Open House
began Tuesday, Novenber 1, 2005 at 6:33 p.m

MR. PATRI CK REED: Good evening, |adies and
gentleman. My nane is Pat Reed. And I'mthe acting
superintendent for Quter Banks Goup. I'd like to thank you
all for comng here this evening to help in this public
scopi ng process and give us your comrent and input for this
planning for this Interim Strategy for Protected Species.

The first objective this evening for this scoping neeting --
first of all, to explain the planning process and tineline to
you, to share information fromthe internal scoping that we
did internally at the National Park Service. The purpose, to
neet the objectives and the issues associated with this plan,
and to share with you what we heard when we were at the
informational neetings a few weeks ago when we were here for

i nformational neetings here up and down the Quter Banks and
to receive your comments, which is the nost inportant thing
this evening is we get an opportunity to get your conments
officially on the records here.

W' ve been pretty busy since the last tinme we
were here for the informational sessions. And I'd like at
this time to introduce Jess Commerford, who is the
envi ronmental planner with the consulting group on this.

He's going to go through in nore detail the work that has
been done since we were | ast at the informational sessions
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and talk to you about sone of the early devel opnent and

i ntroduce some alternatives and other things that you wll
have the opportunity to comment on, | hope tonight, and al so
during the formal comment period throughout this process.
Jess? Thank you.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Good eveni ng, everyone.
see sone famliar faces fromthe |last neeting in October and
some new ones. So to those of you who have cone back, thank
you for sticking with the process and remaining interested.
And for those of you that have just joined us, welcone.

We're going to spend a little time running
t hrough sone slides that really explain the NEPA process.

For those of you that were here last tinme, you may recal

what we described as being nore of an informal setting. It
was a question and answer session. Really what we want to do
tonight is to focus a little bit nore on the formal NEPA
process, which is the devel opnent of the Environnental
Assessnment associated with the Protected Species Mnagenent
Plan and tal k about that and the devel opment of the
alternatives. And I'll go through this sonme nore in nore
detail, but a large part of the role this evening is to hear
fromyou all to help us develop a range of issues and
alternatives as part of that process. What you see before
you is a slide clearly identified as the planning process
associated with the Interim Protected Speci es Managenent Pl an
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and the NEPA process. W won't go through this in a |ot of
detail. | think nost of you have been with us for the |ast
hal f hour or hour. And it is described in detail on the
boards over here. And we've got that information you can
take with you as well. But largely you'll see there that we
start with the Internal Scoping Process with the Park Service
personnel and those neetings and that collaboration as to the
devel opnment of sonme of the prelimnary alternatives you're
seeing here this evening, along with the public neetings that
we had during the first week of October. And that |eads them
t hrough the inpact analysis and that sort of thing that wll
happen with the Environnental Assessnent, including what the
decision is on the Protected Speci es Managenent Plan in the
March time frane.

The goal of this process is to develop an
InterimStrategy | eading up to an ORV managenent plan. At
the last neeting, we did try to show a distinction between
those two things. And you'll see those differences
illustrated here on a slide. The InterimStrategy is really
a seven nonth process that focuses nost specifically on
Protected Speci es Managenent. We wi || be considering hearing
ORV devel opnent and those issues, but that will be the
broader scope as well. And you will see here the ORV
pl anni ng process i s supposed to be a three year process,
which as | said, will consider all aspects of ORV use in the
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park and not particularly related to Protected Species
Managenent .

The National Environnmental Policy Act or NEPA,
which you will hear it referred to pretty consistently, is a
process that joins the planning process. The first step in
that process is to devel op a purpose, need and objective for
taking action and to identify the range of issues to be
addressed in the Environnment Assessment. You will find it on
a flyer that is |ocated out here. You can find those on the
table if you haven't already gotten a copy and that
identifies in particular what those are. 1In addition, as for
Section 8, it would be either by e-mail or hardcopy if you
showed up at the neetings that were here in Cctober and
signed up on that |ist.

The purpose that you're here -- discussed here
is the purpose for taking action. And it's a broad goal
statenment which really tells you all what the proposal is and
what the alternatives intend to acconplish by taking that
action. The purpose of this plan in particular is to
eval uate and i nplement strategies to protect sensitive and
protected species and to provide for recreational use as
directed in the enabling | egislation and the Park, NPS
managenent policies and other laws that nandate until the
| onger term ORV managenent plan is devel oped.

The need for action here discussed is the
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properly graduated question, why we are taking action now?
It is the cause statenent |eading up to the plan in the

Envi ronnment Assessnent. Action is needed now because a cl ear
and consi stent set of managenent strategies is needed. The
| ack of an approved plan has |led to inconsistent managenent
of protected species and has created confusion for both the
public and Park staff in the past. A managenent strategy in
which to consult with Fish and Wldlife Services under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act is al so necessary.
The managenent strategy is needed to conply with the
Endangered Species Act, The Mgratory Bird Treaty Act, NPS
Pol i ci es, managenent policies and Park enabling |egislation
and to avoi d adverse effects to protected species. It also
addresses public concern about species managenent and
continued recreational use which needs to be addressed

i edi at el y.

You'll also see illustrated on the handout and
listed in the docunent a |list of objectives. And those
objectives are really goals within the broader goal s that
must be nmet in large part for this strategy to be considered
a success and be effective. NPS has devel oped so far five
categories of objectives to this strategy. And those
obj ectives categories are Managenent Methodol ogy, Public
Engagenent Process, Visitor Use and Experience in the Park,
Protected Species and Park Operations. The Managenent
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Met hodol ogy objectives includes establishing adaptive interim
managenent practices and procedures that have the ability to
respond to changes in a dynam c physical and bi ol ogi cal
environment in the Park. And to establish procedures for the
pronpt and efficient public notification of protected species
managenent actions and the reasons that these actions are
bei ng taken. The Public Engagenent objective is to establish
an ongoi ng and neani ngful dialogue with nmultiple public
groups interested and affected by protected species
managenent to ensure devel opnent of an inplenentable
strategy. Visitor Use and Experience objectives include
providing for continued recreational use and access

consi stent with required managenent of protected species; and
to increase opportunities for public awareness and
under st andi ng of NPS resource managenent and visitor use
policies and responsibilities as it pertains to the
protection of the protected species in the Park. Protected
Speci es objectives include provide threatened, endangered and
ot her protected species and their habitats protection from
adverse inpacts related to recreational uses as required by

| aws and policies such as The Mgratory Bird Treaty Act,
Endanger ed Speci es Act and NPS managenent policies; and al so
to consult with the Fish and Wldlife Service to ensure that
NPS managenent actions conply with the requirenents of the
Endangered Species Act. The Park Operations objective
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provi de for effective protected speci es managenent while
mai nt ai ni ng ot her park operations.

| ssues that have been identified so far in this
process you'll see presented. And the issues in the planning
and the NEPA process frequently relate nore often to concerns
and obstacles to acconplishing the objectives that was
establ i shed. |ssue statenents describe the relationship
between the action that can be taken and the environnental
resources in the Park.

| ssues identified to date and this is largely by
the Park Service staff and that Internal Scoping process that
| mentioned earlier are prelimnary. And that we're under
the assunption it will lead to basis of a discussion and
coll ecting additional comments this evening. Those
identified so far by the Park Service address Visitor Use and
Experience, which is the managenent of protected species that
could result in adverse and beneficial changes to visitor use
and experience; the Econony of Communities within the
Seashore, which is managenent of protected species that could
affect the |l ocal and regional economes. Local Comerci al
Fishing Activities is the nmanagenent of protected species
that could affect access for comercial fishing in the Park.

Protected Species, recreational activities at the Seashore
that could inpact federally threatened or endangered species
and their habitat on the beach, on the southside of the
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Seashore -- soundside, I'"'msorry, and conflicts between the
|isted species and recreational uses that could create direct
or indirect |osses of the species. And Oher Sensitive
Speci es, habitat for the American oystercatcher and ot her
locally sensitive species as well as species listed by the
State of North Carolina which may be vulnerable to
recreational use. Soundscapes; recreational activities at
t he Seashore could create noise that could inpact protected
species by altering the natural quiet and sounds of the
Seashore. Wetland; human activities in wetland areas could
adversely affect wetlands and other habitat inportant to
protected species. Coastal Barrier Ecosystem the natural
processes such as hurricanes and other storm events may
create habitat for protected species resulting in conflicts
bet ween managenent of the area as habitat and managenent of
t hose areas for recreation.

"1l talk very briefly about alternatives. And
one of the things that we were hoping to do during the Open
House preceding this neeting was to give you all an idea of
the process that has led up to sone prelimnary alternatives.

And there are a fewthat's been identified on the boards
here. And those are also spelled out on the handout that's
avail able to you. And | really want to stress that these are
prelimnary only and very much used for talking points this
eveni ng and over the next few weeks as the alternatives are
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refined and devel oped. A full range of alternatives is
required for the Environnmental Assessnent under NEPA. \Were
t he purpose and the need to define the probable alternatives
and different ways to solve those problens, which is to say
t he need and purpose and objectives we discussed will result
in the -- NEPA addressing the issues. The alternatives are
within stated constraints including NPS policies. And each
are to mnimze inpacts to all or several of the resources
we've said previously. Alternatives are the heart of the
NEPA docunent and the environmental planning process in
general. They define real options for decision makers and
managenent assets in the Park. They often will require
creative approaches. They are based on environnental rather
than technical, logistical or economc differences. And I
want to explain that for a mnute. Environnental issues do
i ncl ude econom c i npacts and soci oeconom ¢ i npacts,
recreational inpacts. And so when | say "econom c
differences,” that's really a long range alternative that
addresses different environnental inpacts in a substantive
way, but it does not exclude all the other issues discussed.
And these alternatives nust be reasonable. And what | nean
by "reasonable,” the alternatives need to be economcally
feasi ble and need to display common sense. And they need to
nmeet the objectives of taking action in the first place.
They need to be technically feasible, but they don't
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necessarily need to be the cheapest or easiest solution.

You'll see here on this flow chart the process
used to develop the alternatives. That's over here on the
board which you can take a | ook at after the formal part of
the neeting as well. But largely, you'll see that the Park
Service starts this process by | ooking at the requirenents
under the Organic Act, the NPS managenent policies and ot her
requi renents under the managenent of the Park and beyond
that, |ooking at the Park's enabling legislation. Here in
particul ar, the purpose and the significance of the
devel opment of Cape Hatteras as a national park in the first
pl ace. And then | ooking at devel opi ng the purpose, need and
obj ectives of the Interim Species Protected -- Protection
Plan in which we've just discussed. All of that |leads up to
t he devel oping of the scoping process and this part of this
evening with a full definition of a range of alternatives
t hat can be addressed in the environnental assessnent.

The alternatives are developed with a variety of
different input including the nost inportant, the public
input; it was why NEPA was devel oped; the Federal |aws that
affect the managenent, as | said, Park Service policies that
af fect the managenent of the park, science and the protocols
that protect the managenent of the protected species and that
practical know edge, in which, again, comes fromthe public
i nput and those nost famliar with the issues around the
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park. And these alternatives are driven by the five
categories of objectives that | nentioned earlier. And
again, what this evening is to be is a sounding board
requiring and defining public input this evening. Al
reasonabl e alternatives will be considered. But it's

i mportant to know t hat when you have several different

vari ations of those that what we attenpt to do is to | ook at
the full spectrum of those options. And when you have nmany,
many different options within that spectrumand what it boils
down to is the final alternatives that really illustrate the
full range of those issues.

As you see on the handout and maybe on the board
this evening, the definition of no action alternative. And
the inclusion of a no action alternative in the Environnental
Assessnment is an actual procedural and a real requirenent
under NEPA in the Environnental Assessnment. And so it's
really consi dered baseline in which you | ook for in
alternatives. In this instance, no action, which is typical
for managenent plans, is a continuation of the existing
managenent which is in this case is a continuation of 2004
managenent policies for protected species of the Park.

And so as many of you know, we were here earlier
in October and had three nights of informal neetings the
first week of Cctober. And there were several issues that
were a fairly common thene for those three neetings and
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referred to here in this roomin particular. And that
i ncl uded the comments throughout such as the follow ng: the
NEPA effect to the Interim Strategy on ORV access; the 2005
escort system turtle managenent in particular; the economc
i npacts associated with ORV managenent, in particul ar species
managenent; and ot her managenent practices suggestions. Al
of this input will be considered along with the public
scoping comrents that will be received this evening as part
of the ORV Interim Strategy. W nade the point the last tine
and we would like to reiterate that point this evening; nuch
of what is being discussed in this process is definitely a
focal point to the larger issue of ORV managenent in
particular. And we want to assure everyone that the issues
that are raised will be applied to both and be carried
forward as they nove forward to devel oping a formal ORV
managenent pl an.

So there are several ways to actually provide
comments in this process. This neeting this evening is a
formal public scoping neeting. W are accepting comments
toni ght through several amenities. The -- kind of what we
had before this was an Open House. W w | take official
comments on the record fromeveryone for the next hour. And
then for an hour afterwards, we will continue to do the Open
House. | would like to point out if you didn't catch this
when you cane in, we do have a court reporter set up in a
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private roomover here. |If you are nore confortable going in
and sitting dowmn with that individual in person rather than
maki ng a public -- a comment in public, you re welcone to do
that. |If you didn't take the opportunity to do that

bef orehand and would like to for the hour follow ng the
formal part of the neeting this evening, you re welcone to do
that if you have any. Comments on the Environnental
Assessnent need to be received by Novenber 17. And that date
is identified in the flyer that went out just a couple of
weeks ago to those folks that participated. You can submt
comments directly online through the website. And that
address is on the slide there and avail able on some of the
handouts. And there's a good deal of information that's
avai l abl e there on that site and being able to submt
comments. It's working well. Some fol ks did ask the | ast
time, the public transcript fromthe reporter that's sitting
here this evening, he was at the last three neetings, is
avai l able on the website. It was just posted for you | ast
Friday. So if you want to -- so if you weren't here as part
of that neeting and want to see for yourself the points that
were rai sed, you can go back and find the official transcript
on the record there.

Provi di ng cormments through our neeting this
evening, there is a handwitten formover here so you can
submt witten coments. Please include your full name and
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your mailing address. |If you have an e-mail address, we
woul d appreciate having that also. It's another way we can
submt the information out to you quickly. And again, those
comments need to be received by Novenber 17.

And again, ask everyone to keep in mnd the
| onger term ORV managenent plan will be handled by a
regul ati on devel opnent process. There will an environnental
i npact statenent which is also under NEPA and will be nore
robust than the environnental assessnment process. And it
will coincide with the | onger term ORV nanagenent pl an.

So with that, I"mgoing to go ahead and nove
forward to the public part of the comment period this
evening. For those of you that were here last tinme, this
format wll look famliar to you. There's several folks that
have signed up to speak this evening. And I'Il call on fol ks
to come up and speak that have signed up on the cards. And |
bel i eve everyone was probably shown one of these as you cane
inthis evening. And so I'll call everyone who checked off
that they had a desire to give us a comment this evening.

"1l just call the person up to speak and one or two nanes
after that so that if you are followng, that you'll have a
chance to get ready to cone up to the mcrophone. 1'm going
to ask you when you cone up to make a comment, to pl ease
speak into the m crophone. It's inportant for the reporter
here to accurately capture your coments this evening. State
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your nanme if you would, please, so that it's accurate for the
record. | would ask everyone else to have respect for the
person speaking. |It's courtesy for one thing, but also
again, with the recording, if thereis a lot of noise in the
background, it makes it nore difficult to capture accurately
what the speaker is saying. As | said last tine, and it is
true again this evening, if you have detailed coments in
witing that you would like to submt or if you have
supporting information that you would like admtted in the
official record, you're welconme to do that. So you can hand
that off to us when you conme up to speak or do that again in
t he hour of Open House we're going to have afterwards and we
will attach that to the formal part of the transcript and the
formal record for the process. | would also Iike to point
out that any comments that you give us this evening carry
equal weight. So if you nade a comment to one of the fol ks
manni ng the pads here this evening, if you make a comment in
witing, if you nake a cormment to one of the reporters in the
private roomor do so here, it's all getting entered into the
same record and all carries equal weight. W do have severa
peopl e that have signed up to speak this evening. And so as
was the case when we were here the first week of Cctober,
we're going to have atine limt. And we're going to allow
three mnutes for each speaker to come up and make their
coorment. Unlike last tinme, this is not a question and answer
18
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format. As | had nmentioned to folks in Cctober, that is nore
of the Open House and an unofficial process. And this is
nore formal as part of the scoping process. Also simlar to
last tine, it's our habit to call on any elected officials
that are in the audi ence that speak on behalf of the |arger
community. | don't mean to point himout here, but | see
Comm ssi oner Judge here. If you would like to cone up, you
are wel cone to.

COWM SSI ONER WARREN JUDGE: | would, but let's
et the other fol ks speak --

MR JESS COWMERFORD: Ckay.

COWM SSI ONER WARREN JUDGE: -- in case we run
short of tinme.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Are there any ot her
el ected officials in the audience this evening that wsh to
be heard first? Okay, with that, we'll go ahead and get
started. Like last tine, to assist people in tracking their
three mnute [imt, ny colleague Geg here will hold up his
hand when you're at the two and a half mnute mark so that
you know you' ve got about thirty seconds to conplete naking
your point. And after that, we're going to |l et you know when
you hit three mnutes. Again, we have quite a few fol ks that
have signed up, so | want to give everybody an equa
opportunity. And with that, we'll go ahead and get started.
And | apol ogi ze in advance as always if | butcher the
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pronunci ati on of your name when | call you. But we'll start

wi th David Scarborough and we'll go to Ted Ham I ton after

t hat .

MR. DAVI D SCARBOROUGH: Wy nane is David
Scar borough and I'm from Gastonia, North Carolina. |'ve been
comng to the Quter Banks since 1982. | have a hone in Avon
that | built in '"93. Nowthat I"'mretired, | |live here about

six nmonths out of the year. Open beach access and the
ability to drive on the beach is what brought ne back after
ny first trip here and continues to be an inportant part of
why | conme here. | think it's inportant that we continue to
| ook for ways to work together and -- and provide this
access, so that we continue to have the enjoynent that we
have on the beach today, whether it's fishing or other uses
of the beach. | also think that in terns of the plan, |
think there -- we need to make sure that we |ook at all the
alternatives. And | apologize | was not at the earlier
neetings. | don't know if sonme of these thoughts cane out
then. But one thought is the turtles; | would strongly
encour age that we consider alternatives of using other areas
on the East Coast which would include extraction of the eggs
and allow ng those eggs to hatch if -- if in captivity and
then rel ease back into the ocean as opposed to on the beach;
you woul d get a nuch hi gher success rate with the hatchlings
that way than what we do today.
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| would also say that at sonme point, | think
it's inmportant that we consider whether or not the piping
pl over -- or the Quter Banks is truly a viable habitat for
t he piping plover. Wen we |ook at what has happened over
the years since 1985, the | ack of success even in the areas
i ke Pea Island where there is very limted access, no
vehi cul ar access and only limted pedestrian access, | think
we have to question whether that's truly -- this is a --
truly a viable habitat for the piping plover. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMMVERFORD: Thank you. Ted Ham|ton
and Dee Hardham after that.

MR, TED HAMLTON. |'m Ted Ham lton. At the
| ast neeting, several people asked about how the econom c
anal ysis woul d be done. The answer was basically by an
enpl oyee of the -- the firmthat's doing this study, but no
detail was given. | would |ike to know do we have t hat
detail now, can we |ook at that; can we review it; can we
comment on it?

The second thing is several people asked about
the details of why certain closures were being made,
specifically related to the Mgratory Bird Treaty Act. |
think you' ve got a good start with the chart that's there in
trying to point out and flag why that certain elenents of the
closure are used. But | think you need to go a step deeper
than that. And for exanple, say, on the protocols, where
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you' ve got option C and then steps one through ten or
wherever it is, wth each one of those, explain why that step
isin the protocol. And if you can't explain why it's in
that protocol, then, you know, the credibility is just
l acking on it.

The third thing is | had the fortune of visiting
the Oregon Dunes National Recreational Area out on the
Paci fic Coast about a nonth ago. And it turns out that area
is much like this. They' ve got areas that are set aside for
pedestrians only. They' ve got areas that are seasonally
closed for driving. And they' ve got areas that are open
year-round, very nuch |ike we have here. So | asked a ranger
that was on duty at the visitor's center there, | said, Wat
species are you worried about under the Endangered Species
Act; lo and behold, the snow plover. | said, Wll, what do
you do to protect this bird? And he said, "Wll, cone
breedi ng season, we set aside sone areas for it, you know, to
breed in." And | said, Well, where are you in those areas?
How do you decide? He said, "Well, we always do that within
the pedestrian areas.” And | said, Gee, that's a novel idea.
Alittle different than what we're doing here. And so then
| asked him | said, Well, what do you -- what do you do
about the Mgratory Bird Treaty Act? Wat do you -- you
know, what protection do you afford these birds? And he
| ooked at me like I had two heads and then said, "Nothing,
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we're not required to. There's no reason that we do that."
Anot her novel idea, and so | would |ike to see you talk to
t hese folks out there and see if right hand and left hand can
conme together. Thank you.

MR. JESS COVWMERFORD: Thanks. Dee Hardham

M5. DEE HARDHAM Jess, | donate ny three
mnutes to Larry Hardham

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: John Mortensea.

MR JOHN MORTENSEA: | would like to give m ne
to Larry, too.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Charl es Lategano.

MR. CHARLES LATEGANO M nane is Charles
Lategano. | live in Avon, North Carolina. M concern is
nore as a surf -- a surfer than -- than as a fishernen. |
posed the question earlier about the reopening of the old
road or the one |lane road. And the answer | got was that
irregardl ess of the NEPA and the Endangered Speci es
Protection Act and everything that we've seen on the
slideshow, a big reason that road isn't open is the local |aw
enforcement doesn't want it open. And | was really unaware
that | ocal |aw enforcenent had such control and such an
effect over National Park Service property. And | just think
that further in this process that the | ocal |aw enforcenent
shoul dn't have such an effect over, you know, our access to
federal |l y managed | ands. Thank you.
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MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Bill Vancura and Robert
Irby after that.

MR. BILL VANCURA: MW nanme is Bill Vancura and |
live here in Buxton. One of the things that | have is | was
interested in what type of park that we actually have here.
| don't knowif it was a recreational park or a restricted
park, because | think this park is a little bit unique from
any other park. You know, we can ORV here. And | don't
t hi nk sone place |ike Fort MKendrick, you can't CRV there.
And so | think that -- and so all that | read in the paper,
don't know whether it was The Coastal Tinmes or The Verdes,
that said that you were going to take sonme rules from ot her
parks. And | think that this park is unique. And | think
that the rules ought to be set up for this park and this park
alone if we are, you know, different than nost of the other
parks. And | think that should be taken into consideration.

The other thing is I'd like to congratul ate you
on protecting the piping plovers. | mean, you protected them
so well, | couldn't even see them | had no idea that they
were there. |1'mtaking your word for it that they were
there. O course, | couldn't get close enough to see them
So if you're a bird watcher and you |i ke to see an endangered
species, we really didn't have a shot at it. Thank you.

MR. JESS COWMERFORD: Thank you. Robert Irby,
D.L. Parks after that.
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MR. ROBERT IRBY: |'m Robert Irby from R chnond,
Virginia. |'msure nost -- nost of the other things have
been mentioned. The one that | have particular interest in
is access for the handicap and the elderly, particularly
fishermen and famly use of this park. 1've been using it
since | was a surfer at the age of sixteen. And ny board
| ost its buoyancy, so | took up fishing. And I've got a
twenty-three year ol d daughter that got sick at the age of
two. We've been bringing her down here ever since because
this is the only place we can bring her and take her out on
t he beach. W can't take her on the beach staying in a
cottage because they're too far and we can't wheel her across
the sand in the wheel -- in her wheelchair. Now she's even
confined to either a | ounge chair or staying in the vehicle.
And it's not just children like mne, it's the elderly --
that they've grown up. They started off bringing their
children down here teaching them how to fish, not just
teaching them how to fish, but how to enjoy the environnent,
the birds, what have you, the fish and just general famly
t oget herness that's an actual worthwhile versus taking them
to a State Fair or sonething |ike that where they don't |earn
nearly as much about the environnent as they do down here.
know it firsthand because |'ve been com ng here since | was a
child. And I've been fishing with ny parents since | was a
child. But what about the parents that brought their
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children down here, they've grown old. They've -- what do
their children -- where are they going to take their parents
now t hat are now unable to go out on the beach on their own.
They can't do it. You know, they have to cone down here and
have their children or friends help them out of the vehicle,
sit themin a chair. Just today, | saw a nunber of elderly
gentlenmen fishing fromtheir chair. They never got out of
their chair. Wether they could or not, I can't tell you.
But this is -- you know, it's one of ny major concerns. And
there are a nunber of other people that voiced theirs that I
agree with as well, but they can speak better on econom c
i npacts and what have you. Thank you for your tinme.

MR JESS COWERFORD: Thank you M. Irby. D.L.

Par ks, Pat Weston after that.

MR D.L. PARKS: Hi, |"'mDave Parks. | live in
Avon. |'ve been a resident since '94. |'ve been a property
owner since '89. 1've going to reserve the majority of ny
time. 1'lIl doit in an e-mail when | have tine to really

think themover. Just a couple of short ones; nunber one, as
| 1ook around the room here, you fol ks have obviously spent a
great deal of tinme preparing for this neeting tonight. It
woul d have been nice if there had been some kind of --
sonething in the newspaper. And maybe there was sonet hi ng
there that | didn't see to give a little nore idea about what
t he agenda was going to be tonight. And lastly, you
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mentioned in your coments in previous sessions that
i nconsi stent managenent has been an issue here. And | think
there are a significant nunber of skeptics in this crowm and
nysel f anong them And one thing that | think you really
need to keep in mnd is, based on the experiences of the
people in this room the best predictor of future performance
is irrelevant past performance. And that's all | have to
say.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Thank you. Pat Weston and
Howar d Rooney after that.

M5. PAT WESTON: Hi, I'mPat Weston. | live in
Avon, North Carolina. And just you should know that none of
t he comments nmade here tonight is to be taken personally. W
just -- we just have to express the way we feel. 1'd like to
first just say that the prospectives of the Cape Hatteras
Nat i onal Seashore states that primarily the Seashore is a
recreation area. Jimand | have lived here since '99. W
are not natives, but we're locals. | was raised just across
the Virginia, North Carolina border. And we've cone to Cape
Hatteras since 1951 at the age of four. The protocol put out
was put out in the formof a synthesis. And the definition
of synthesis is that it's the production of a substance which

could be the protocol by the union of groups or by the

degradation of a conplex group. It can also be the |ogical
conbi nation of -- of thesis and antithesis into a higher
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stage of truth. Thesis being a proposition to be proved or
one advance w thout proof. And antithesis neaning the
rhetorical contrast of ideas by neans of parallel
arrangenments, words, clauses or sentences, as in an exanpl e,
action, not words, or they prom sed freedom and provided
slavery. To present the protocol on page four of the
synthesis, it says, "These protocols do not attenpt to

bal ance the need for protection of these species w th other
activities that occur at Cape Hatteras Seashore, nor was the
Nati onal Park Service managenent policy considered in
detail." To present an entire proposed paper protocol for

t he Cape Hatteras National Seashore, formerly known as a
recreation area, which doesn't take into consideration
current, traditional and historical activities is outrageous
and abom nable. This whol e undertaking equates into
wort hl ess pi eces of paper and a grave waste of tinme for the
readers thereof. Furthernore, it's an insult to our
intelligence. Let's face it, you paid nothing and you got
not hing. W have solid sound information fromWIldlife

prof essionals that say vast closures are not necessary. And
many birds can and do co-habit with ORVs. This information
has been provided to the Park Service and obviously, they put
no stock intoit. How can you expect us to put any stock
into these wordy protocols when it appears that the existence
of any human recreation has not been even renotely
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considered. That's where the word degradati on conmes into
meani ng. The degradation of human rights and vehi cul ar
access in favor of bird habitat. And why is it not in the
scheme of things, and | do nean the schene of things, to
consi der harvesting eggs for off-site protection and
i ncubation. It has proved successful for condors and
turtles, why not the piping plover. OCh, you say there isn't
any noney. W don't have a financial resources for a program
of that nature and nmagni tude, but you mracul ously cane up
wi th maybe about a half mllion dollars to nonitor and
protect three piping plover chicks that resulted in an
unprecedented cl osure of Cape Point, probably reputed to the
nost best -- the best surf fishing site along the East Coast.
Procurenent and incubation of eggs is a way to achieve
success to these nunbers and woul d preclude the need for
trapping and killing of predators. And since there is no way
to trap ghost crabs, need | say nore. W have no stable
managenent. No one driving the car. Only a chauffeur that
takes direction fromsoneone with an agenda in the back seat
who has only the ultimte destination or objective in sight,
in mnd, and be dammed of any obstacles in the way. W are
those obstacles. | can't tell you what the closure of Cape
Point did to us, added to other occurrences during the past
couple of years, but I can tell you one thing, nassive
cl osures and disal |l owance of traditional recreation
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activities wll not be tolerated by the natives and | ocal s
and visitors. W wll not et you do this to us, not as a
people, as a visitor, as a comunity or as an island.
Governnment officials, legislators, and agenci es haven't even
begun to hear fromus yet. Just wait, we have banded
together and we will bonbard their phones, fax machi nes and
e-mails with our voices, the voice of the people. You are in
for the fight of your lives, so you had better buckle up
because it's going to be a really rough ride. And we are not
afraid. Thank you.

MR. JESS COVWERFORD: Thank you. Howard Rooney.

MR. HOMRD ROONEY: | am Howard - -

MR. JESS COVMERFORD: Barbara Ackley after that.

"' msorry.

MR. HOMRD ROONEY: |'m Howard Rooney. |I'ma
resident of Hatteras Island in the village of Hatteras. And
this is going to be kind of a hard act to follow, I can tel
you. It always is. | have in ny hand this protocol. And to
me, as the last tine, it's an obscene party -- or protocol.
This that we have down here and we | ooked and we saw
everything was there except one thing and that was a human.
Al we tal ked about was birds, wildlife, plants and what we
can do to protect them That's a very nice goal. Everybody
in this roomprobably is a better environnmentalist than any
person that you have witing any of your protocols. These
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people live here or cone here. They abide by the rules. W
don't have any problem you know. How was the piping plover
this last tinme? Do you think because you were arnmed that you
st opped anyt hing, no, because the people said okay, let the
pi ping plover live. W can live with that. But then you
come up with this kind of stuff that says, Well, we are going
to block off any area we want to and if the plover lands in
it, and then we will mark it off again. And if it's not in
that area, oh, it's over here, we're going to put it over
here. No rhynme or reason. The turtle, what do you do with
the turtle. You don't do anything until it nests on the
beach, then you block it off. Wat's the difference between
the turtle and the bird? And then if we don't like the
predator, we kill it. And we're supposed to be hel ping the
environment. Thirty red fox, $30,000.00, trap themin, you
know, a very nice trap called a snare trap and then shoot it;
very humane. That's why we wonder sonetinmes just what and
who is behind what's going on. And the other thing is --
that we don't understand is the inaction of the Park Service.
We have the nunber one plan, the first one up there, do
nothing. W're waiting onit. W would |like to know what
you're going to do. W're trying to cone down here and say,
This is what we're trying to do. W hope that you will do
this thus and so or at least look at it. And | hope that's
what we do. Thank you
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MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. Barbara Ackl ey
and Bob Davis after that.

M5. BARBARA ACKLEY: Barbara Ackl ey from Buxton
and Bridgeton, New Jersey. Information published by the Park
Service including the Patuxent protocols seemto nmake all the
problens the fault of ORVs and recreation activities. Their
sol uti ons depend on renoving all human beach activities. W
need to look a little further and find ways for humans and
flora and fauna to co-exi st and have equal status in val ue.
The new National Park managenent plan addresses this and will
probably be signed into | aw by the President after the ninety
day revi ew peri od.

| have a few suggestions regarding how the ORV
passage can be assured and recreational activities continued.

ORV passage nust be all owed and especially not bl ocked

bet ween Cape Point and Frisco and Ranp 55 on the Hatteras
Inlet. There should be no enclosures in prinme recreational
surf front areas such as Oregon Inlet, Cape Point, Hatteras
Inl et and Ocracoke Inlet. There should be sufficient space
free of overwash for ORV passage between encl osures and
shoreline. |If absolutely necessary to block the beach, there
shoul d be created and mai ntai ned ORV passage behi nd

encl osures, interdunal roads or over dunes including
soundsi de passage from Pole Road to Hatteras Inlet. This can
be facilitated by m nimal breeding, resting, nesting areas
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away fromrecreational areas. Locate enclosures on broad
beaches near dunes such as on beach north of Ranp 43, east
and west of Ranp 45 -- open Ranp 45 and adj acent to ponds
such as south of Ranp 44 and Dredge Hole. Vegetation may
have to be renoved. Renobve encl osures when the season is
over to keep grass fromgrowi ng and making it appropriate for
bird activity. For further hundred percent survival of birds
fromeggs to fledgling, incubate it and/or fence protected
areas near ponds. Consideration needs to be given to whether
breedi ng, nesting, fledgling with two pairs of piping plovers
in the natural environnent is really appropriate on Cape
Hatteras National Seashore where they are subject to
predati on and ocean overwash. Piping plovers will need to be
seen -- will never been seen by bird watchers because they
are shielded frompublic view This year we had to use a
hi gh powered tel escope to see the infant plovers. You
couldn't see themw th ordinary binocul ars.

How wi Il our ORV, beach equi pnent, recreational
activities and comercial fishing affect the col onial
wat erbirds? They fly to feed. Keep enclosures on sandy
areas and away fromsurf. Renove vegetation from beach in
front of dunes. Of-season ORV passage would aid this. Mny
of the same suggestions apply to these birds as for the
pi pi ng pl overs.

And as for the Anmerican oystercatchers, the sane
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i ssues and suggestions as piping plovers and col oni al

wat erbirds -- renove vegetation, renove predators, maybe even
| arge birds. Consider creating appropriate bird areas by
altering dunes in sonme areas since they apparently aren't as
environmental ly critical as bird life.

The sea turtles, the same ORV concern as the
birds. | question the statenent regarding false crawms in
ORV areas, pedestrian beach areas and near other vill ages.
Most ot her beaches are steep and narrow, do false crawls
really nmean inhibiting nesting. Mther wll eventually |ay
eggs somewhere. As a nother, | can tell you, infants get
l[aid. Human use is very slimat night. ORV dimor turn off
their lights at night and fish without lights if this is a
concern. Educate drivers to drive near the dunes at night.
Adult turtles can craw through ruts and footsteps; educate
beach goers to fill in holes after digging themor after
getting stuck; educate beach front dwellers and renters
regarding |light pollution, seek government regulation; study
preferred areas for nesting; study the effect of sand
tenperature on sex and hatch rate; nove the nest to safer
spots away from ocean overwash; incubate. It is
irresponsi ble to bl ane human usage on | ack of turtle
protection when sixty percent of nests laid were |ost due to
ocean overwash which coul d have been prevented. Good
scientific nmethodol ogy was not used in others. As recent as
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2002, 100 nests were |laid. The Seabeach Amarynth; what was
the results of beach planning a couple of years ago. Was
anyt hi ng | earned about production at Cape Hatteras? ORVs are
not the primary threat. Fish and Wldlife received no
petitions regarding this species. If discovered at Cape
Hatteras, consider it a resource to be relocated to Pea

I sl and, Currituck Native WIldlife Refuge or Cape Romai ne
where the plant is happy.

In conclusion, for survival of species and
i ncreased nunbers of protected species, nuch nore needs to be
done than just ORV regul ation. Studies nonitoring
intervention of activities of plants and birds needs to be
seriously adjusted. Human rights as well as wildlife rights
need to be considered. Money needs to be spent on resource
study instead of |aw enforcenent. Law enforcenment needs to
educate, not just guard and give citations. Managenent needs
to consider with an open mnd all |eadership issues in this
park. Interpretative and educati on enphasis should be on
human usage as wel|l as species information. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMWERFORD: Thank you. Bob Davis and
t hen David Joyner after that.

MR. BOB DAVIS: Bob Davis, Buxton. The ever
reaching principle in the devel opnent of any managenent pl an
for this park should be that the Cape Hatteras Nati onal
Seashore was and is and wll be a recreation area. Anytine
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you cone into a crossroads of park planning, you mnust

consider it the recreational area as affecting that decision
Beach access for public use nmust be maintained and | ooked

after in your devel opment of your plans. The wildlife needs

to be managed to allow public use. You have a resource

protection group -- a resource devel opnent group -- a
resource managenent group -- rather, 1'lIl get the right words
here -- they don't manage resource, they manage people. You

exclude people fromthe wldlife. This is the slippery slope
we' ve been on for many years now and each year it gets worse.
To protect species, the only thing they can think about to
protect species is to set mankind aside fromit. That nay be
wonderful in a gane preserve or a refuge, but has no place in
your thinking for a recreational area such as Cape Hatteras
Nati onal Seashore. These old prior policies are no |onger
valid here. You're trying to put a square peg into a round
hole with that attitude. W have a federal adm nistration
dedi cated to an equitable relationship between wildlife
resources and public need for recreation. The President wl|
sign a new National Park Service Managenent Pl an very
shortly. A lot of the things that you're basing your plans
on right now are on very shallow, sandy ground. W've got to
get rearranged in our thinking to handle this park.
Let's talk specifically about turtle nanagenent.

We need to start imrediately on the creation of an
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incubation facility here in Cape Hatteras. You can |ocate
this place and follow the enabling legislation by locating it
where you al ready have cl eared | and such as around the Cape -
- the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse which draws nost of your
visitors here. O if you don't want to disturb the

hi storical setup there by putting another building in it, go
over to the ranger's headquarters. There's anple roomthere
to put another facility in. This facility could be such --
if you say I"'mdone with three mnutes, |'ve just got
started, sir -- can be such as to be an attraction to your
visitors comng in here. You can even nmake noney off of it
to help pay for it if you do it right. You can take the
experience that the National Seashore -- that the Park
Service has in Padre Island and rel ocate that exactly here if
you don't want to spend a |ot of noney, just do it that way.
That's a relatively crude operation. It's very |abor
intensive. You shouldn't have to do that. |'msure they

al ready have plans in the books down there as to how they can
i nprove that facility wth nmodern technol ogy. You can build
a plan here that would take care of these turtles and get the
advant age of a ninety-eight percent rel ease back into the
water. This is what incubation does for you. Your current
practices here following North Carolina protocols of Mom

Nat ure knows best and do the | east amount of interference
with that resource has produced | ess than forty percent of
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these turtles going back into the water, conpared to ninety-
ei ght percent. Your stewardship here has been terrible. W
can't continue that way. Recognizing that the wheels in the
Park Service grind for -- for a very long tine and it's going
to take a while for this thing to get going, we need to get
started. |If you need permts fromanybody, start getting the
permts. There should be an interimmnagenent that starts
this year. You ought to be doing studies to determ ne what
sex ratio you need to produce an incubation system You need
to |l ook at north beaches, the south beaches to determ ne the
tenperature profiles in those nests. They need to be done
this year so you can go forward with a good program R ght
now, we ought to be on a program of relocation of nests to
prevent this terrible | oss because of overwash. You need to
rel ocate based on erosion or subnersions by expected tides or
if there is an ORV trail in existence between that turtle
nest and the water, an ORV trail should have equal

i nportance, as much inportance as the potential for erosion.
We need to put people back into the equation. The new site
for nests ought to be in -- in conpact areas to enable you to
control and observe these nests, not just take a nest that's
low and put it up high, nove it to another site. You ought
to pick two central sites, one on the north beaches, one on
the south beaches until you nail this tenperature
differential, if there is one between these two sites. They
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shoul d be put onto broad, high, stable beaches. The site
shoul d not be in front of any housing. And they shoul d never
interfere with ORV use. You nust provide for ORV passage at
all times. You need to take a |l ook at light pollution here
and how it affects the turtles. You need to get a dial ogue
bet ween the Park Service and the county governnment to prevent
direct shining of lights onto your beach. That can be done.

It ought to be done. You ought to have an ordi nance and
buil ding regul ations to prevent that.

When it comes to flora, you need to start
routine patrols to |l ocate where any of these endangered
species are. Wen you find it, isolate it and allow for ORV
passage around it. |If you can't get ORV passage around that,
dig the thing up and nove it. GCet back to the public use of
the park comng first.

As far as bird life is concerned --

MR JESS COWERFORD: M. Davis, | need you to
nove to wap up, please.

MR. BOB DAVIS: Well, I'mabout half way through
it. But that's -- if that's what you want, I'll quit now

MR. JESS COWWERFORD: We've got about seventeen
ot her people signed up to speak, so | need to give everyone
el se a chance.

MR. BOB DAVIS: Well, | had asked to be -- to be
-- | had asked to be put on last so that | could spend sone
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nore tinme.
UNI DENTI FI ED PERSON: Let's hear it.
MR. BOB DAVIS: \When you all are done, 1'Il --
UNI DENTI FI ED PERSON: W want to hear him out.
MR. JESS COMWERFORD: Wen you're all done, 'l
cone back

MR. BOB DAVIS: [|'Il cone back

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: David Joyner.

MR. DAVID JOYNER: David Joyner, Franklin
Virginia, vice-president of the North Carolina Beach Buggy
Associ ation; 1'd agree with one of the earlier statenents
t hat the bi ggest conservationists are the people that use
this park, not the folks that you' re going to be interview ng
tomorrow night in D.C. that are nostly environnentalists per
se. But one of the things that I1'd like to see in this
interimplan -- and nowhere does the Park Service record when
they go through a closed area. A lot of tines tracks are
made by the Park Service and not the ORV users on the beach.

| asked a couple of rangers was there a policy and they
said, No. Now you should radio into headquarters that you
went through an area at such and such tine to create an
incident report. That way it's recorded when the next person
on the shift conmes through and sees tracks going through the
area and there's only one set of tracks, you know who did it.
Thank you.
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MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. Wayne Mathis
and Frank Jakob after that.

MR. WAYNE MATHI' S: Thank you, my nane is Wayne
Mat his; I'ma resident of Buxton. | noted in one of your
earlier slides that you re-enphasized that the National Park
Service has a mandate to consult with the Fish and Wldlife
Service to ensure conpliance of the Endangered Species Act.
The first point 1'd like to continue with -- to rem nd you of
is right now, Congress is currently showi ng a | ack of
confidence, let's say, in the goals and objectives and
endangered portions of the Endangered Species Act of
| egislation. And you may actually be trying to pursue a
statute which is being overtaken by events.

The second area |'d like to address is the
recommendati ons or sonme comments regarding the protocols
devel oped in your consultation wth Fish and Wldlife up at
t he Patuxent River National Research -- WIldlife -- whatever
they have up there. Quoting portions of the protocol that
cane back, that has been said earlier, and | quote, "These
protocols do not attenpt to balance the need for protection
of species with other activities that occur at Cape Hatteras

Nati onal Seashore, nor was National Park Service managenent

policy considered in drafting these protocols.” | regard

that as a fatal flawin that very -- in that entire docunent.

You asked for a rigorous protocol to be developed. | think
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rigorous is an understatenent in the product. | think
draconi an -- a draconi an set of protocols is what you have
actually gotten back out of them
l"d like to focus on a couple of details in the

protocols regarding birds, and specifically three kinds of
birds. Regarding the piping plover, a recommendation from
Pat uxent River is a conplete closure year round to al
recreational activity at six areas where piping plovers have
been docunented. And it's docunented at any tinme over the

| ast ten years. Those six areas are the Oregon Inlet Spit,
Cape Point, South Beach, Hatteras Inlet Spit, the north side
of Oregon Inlet -- of Ocracoke Island and the south end of
the Spit at Ccracoke Island. Those are sone of the nost
popul ar visitation points in your entire park. And they're
proposing a closure year round to all recreational activities
at those six sites. W're talking about over the last ten
years, maybe anywhere fromzero to ten birds. And for that,
you're going to close off visitation to the six nost popul ar
points in your park. For colonial birds, they recommend a
closure to all recreational activities fromApril 15 through
Septenber 30 at these six areas and at any ot her areas where
nesting, foraging or roosting has occurred in the past ten
years. Sir, that is virtually the entire park. Now the
colonial birds, I know, are neither threatened or endangered.
They are only a subject of regulation under The Mgratory
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Bird Treaty Act, which does not mandate any specific habitat
set aside or anything else. It only precludes -- it only
prohi bits deliberate killing of these creatures. For the
Anmeri can oystercatcher, they recomend a conplete closure
fromMarch 15 to April 15 of all areas used by these birds in
the | ast decade. Now taken collectively just considering the
managenent of the piping plover, the oystercatcher and
colonial birds in a group, they're proposing a closure of the
entire park to all the recreational activities. | -- |
submt that is not at all responsive to your -- your
obligation to provide a park for the use and enjoynent of the
Anerican people. And that's half of your mssion, sir.

The recommendati ons for sea turtle managenent
and for managenment of the Seabeach Amarynth, which are
t hreat ened or endangered species are simlarly overbearing
and overreaching. Now these recommendations could just as
easily have cone right straight out of the nouth of the nost
radi cal m santhropic zealot in the craziest, environnental
terrorist organization known in our country. And they would
have given it to you free of charge.

Even the U S. Fish -- and | would even like to
note that the Fish and Wldlife Service does not even
i npl ement draconian regulations on their owmn wldlife
refuges, and yet they're trying to force this off on you all.
And so what would ny recommendati on be for your response to
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t hese protocols you have received from Patuxent River. And

boy, I long for the day when Senator Ful bright ruled the U S.
Senat e, because these things, | should feel, would be perfect
candi dates for his Golden Fleece Award as the greatest waste

of taxpayers' dollars for the entire years. But seriously --

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: | need you to wap up,
pl ease.

MR. WAYNE MATHIS: 1'Il be done in just a
second. But seriously, | would recommend that the -- that
the nost salient points of those -- of these recommended

protocols that you have, that they be rejected totally out of
hand as conpletely unresponsive to the realities of your
m ssion here. And | think that instead of even placing any
stock at all in that -- those protocols that you have
recei ved, you dismss themout of hand and seek sone
reasonabl e bal ance between reasonabl e species protection and
recreational use and enjoynment of the park by the Anerican
peopl e as Congress intended. Thank you for your tine.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. Frank Jakob
and then Sidney Maddock after that.

MR. FRANK JAKOB: Hi, my nanme is Frank Jakob.
And |'ve been a resident down here for about thirty years.
And | m ssed the other neetings and I -- luckily, I msplaced
my journal and I found it today, and said, Ch, ny gosh, we've
got a neeting here, okay. And so | kind of rushed down from
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Salvo to make sure that | had a chance. And | didn't really
prepare anything, but I do want to nmake a few general
comments. |I'min the real estate business and sort of |ike
sem -retired, but working harder than | did in ny whole life.
And I'm just |ooking around here and |I' m wondering, you guys
have really put a great presentation together, but where were
t hese pi ping plovers back in 1976 and what have you when we
went through this here with rules and regul ations for ORVs
and public use here in the National Seashore, see. Al of a
sudden, sone agency says, Ww, we've got all of this and
we' ve got to do this and do this. | nmeanis -- has it really
been a problem all right? | nean, when we had the cl osures
there with the piping plovers and you couldn't drive out of
t he beach -- see, I'mfor all recreation, for people as well
as ORV, everything to be sensible, just like if you're
driving down the highway and you're driving erratic or what
have you, you should have your license |lifted and you should
be put in jail, okay. | think if you're out on the beach and
you' re doing sonething that's not consistent with what you're
doing -- should you get a permt for wal king on the beach? |
nmean is that what we're comng to, because Atlantic Cty has
them | nean, you know. And that's why people cone here to
our seashore. And our distinguished county conm ssioner here
could tell us -- | think we've got about a twelve billion
dol l ar industry here. Your salary is being paid out of the
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noney, by the way. And so | guess you all really work for
us, | tell you. W all work for every -- you know, for the
public, right? And we should have sonme definite inputs.
What happened -- well, now |'ve got a couple of acres down in
Buxton and ny point is really, what happened? If all of a
sudden the piping plovers |and and decide to nest on ny
property, do you have jurisdiction over ny property? Good
question. Do you -- does -- you know, | know you guys have a
| ot of government agencies here, all right, and we're bounded
real heavy. That's probably part of the problem because
we' ve got a National Seashore and then you' ve got Fish and
Wldlife and then you' ve got town and you've got a Corps of
Engi neers and, wow, okay. All right, is there |ike one
person | can go to that's in charge of everyone that | can
really talk to. And | think that's really what our problem
i s because you' ve got to answer to sone boss that says, Hey,
we were told to do this, so you had better make up a really
good presentation. And you've got a |lot nore noney than any
of us do, individually, but not collectively, and you've put
a good presentation, and |I applaud you for that. Hey, you're
doi ng what you're being asked to, but where were we in 1972,
'73, '76, Nixon -- we had to do sonething or do what -- |
can't renenber who was president. And we had sone rul es and
regul ations that worked. And all of a sudden, the |ast
coupl e of years, sonething -- sonebody says, Wll, wait a
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m nute, okay. And so anyhow, | get back to the Nationa
Seashore. That's what it's for. |If you want a -- if you
want to have a wildlife area, then let's go down to the
Beaufort Banks and -- as matter of fact, |I'm heading to Cape
Lookout tomorrow. | don't know if -- do piping plovers |and
down there, because | didn't hear any problemw th that one,
you know. But I'mgoing to go down for a couple of days of
fishing. And what's the w |l derness area, the island down
bel ow Core Banks. Well, I'll sell you this island at a
mllion dollars an acre, okay. | think everybody will cash
in, right. And so if we cone up with sonewhere in the -- you
know, in the, | don't know. How many acres do we have here?
Well, you need noney to either buy it, you can't, you know -
- keep it open for public recreation, but keep it open in
such a way that makes sense.

The ot her day, one |ast issue, you know, you
closed the point, all right. And | said, you know, | don't
have a problemw th turtle nesting. 1'd say if you want to
put a turtle nest here, I'Il go around it. But when you're
cl osing the point because there's sone piping plovers out
there, and I'msitting there and it's getting dark and here
conmes two raccoons comng by. | said, geez, | wonder if they
took care of the piping -- what are they doing out there.
Nobody is regulating the raccoons, all right. But they're
sure regulating the people. So think about what you're doing
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in here, because we really need to keep this open for the
public. And if you want to nmake it a wldlife area, then
treat it -- you know, we're not a wildlife area, all right,
no nore if they landed in nmy backyard is that a wildlife
area. | still have jurisdiction over nmy owmn property. And |
t hink us, together, have -- should be the prinme, right,
determ ning factor here at the Seashore area. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Thank you. Sidney Maddock
and Carol Dillon after that.

MR, SI DNEY MADDOCK: Good evening, ny nane is
Si dney Maddock. And these comments are subm tted on behal f
of Audubon North Carolina and its twelve thousand nenbers.
For many years, the Seashore inplenented tried, proven and
standard bird managenent practices. And these worked nore
recently. They elected to abandon these practices and
conbine with increased human di sturbance and severe
predation. W've seen a precipitous decline in our beach
nesting bird nunbers. Audubon North Carolina does not oppose
properly managed beach driving. However, it is critical that
the planning effort properly address human di sturbance of
colonial waterbird and shorebird nesting habitats and keep
foraging areas for shorebirds. Tinely protection of nesting
habitats will influence success. Early in these nesting
seasonal disturbances, waterbird colonies have resulted in
i ncreased nest abandonnment and reduced hatchi ng success
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consi stent with guidelines established by the Fish and
Wldlife Services. Areas should be posted by April 1, so
that nesting birds can establish territories. Audubon North
Carolina strongly opposes the delay of posting until after a
nest is found, because of the clear risk to species. The

pl anni ng strategy should provide an adequate buffer around
nesting areas for shorebirds and colonial waterbirds and for
shorebirds, protect nearby feeding habitats consistent with
scientific recomendation. That's two hundred neters for

m xed assenbl ages of colonial waterbirds. There should al so
be sufficient habitat for chicks so that we will not continue
to have problens with chicks getting run over |ike we've seen
in previous years up until this year.

UNI DENTI FI ED PEOPLE:  (runbl i ng)

MR. JESS COMVERFCORD: Pl ease.

MR. SI DNEY MADDOCK: The Seashore shoul d not
construct barriers. Walls or fences will not be effective in
keepi ng chicks that are learning to fly from being run over.

They coul d bl ock access to intertidal feeding areas, could

i ncrease the chance of predation and will block access to the
nesting habitat for sea turtles. The Seashore should al so
protect prine habitats used by mgratory and wi ntering
shorebirds from di sturbance with docunmented use of the
Seashore. At |east seven G eat Lakes piping plover over the
| ast four years, this is clearly an inportant area for that
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popul ati on. The pl anni ng process shoul d address the effects
of predation of nesting shore birds and col onial waterbirds
and efforts that the Seashore will take to manage those
species. Nom nated predators such as red fox and feral cats
have i npacted beach nesting birds' success. Wile the
Seashore has taken steps to address predation, these efforts
have been inconsistent. Oher issues, |aw enforcenent
staffing levels for resource managenent and how al ternative
managenent strategies can affect staffing | evel such as the
escort inpact and nonitoring of areas. A species not
addressed by the plover -- I'"'msorry, a species not addressed
by the protocols was the WIlson's plover, which historically
was abundant and is declining. 1'd like to thank the
Seashore for the opportunity to present these coments. And
we wll be submitting nore detailed witten comments before
t he cl ose of the deadline.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. Carol Dillon
and Judy Swortwood after that.

M5. CAROL DILLON: I'm Carol Dillon from Buxton
And those of you that know me at all know I don't Iike you
folks. That's not a very nice thing to start off with, but

let me tell you why there's so nuch resentnent of the Park

Service here. | was here in '52, '53 when you people cane

down here, and when | say, "you people,” | don't nean you

sitting here, | mean the Park Service, came here and nade al
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these promses to us. And | heard these people say, W wll
never close the beaches to vehicles. W wll never stop the
net fishermen fromfishing on the beach. W wll not stop
t he people hunting along the shoreline. You lied to us. And
the natives, in which | consider nyself since we've been here
since the Indians, resent this. Now what | would |ike for
you to do is to consider this, stop the vehicle -- you know,
to stop the vehicles on the beach in the mddle of the
summer, it's intolerable and it's really disgusting. It hurt
our econony. It put Park Service, as far as what people
t hi nk of you, back from begi nni ng.

And then the other thing that 1'd like you to do
is to do sonet hing about the erosion on the beach. And
whet her you know it or not, you caused nost of it. You cane
down here and you took the three dunes that the CCCs had
built and you bull dozed themup in one high dune and then
caused the ocean to take it away. And then in 1955, you
all owed the Navy to go up here at the Phipp' s clubhouse and
take the sand fromthat and fill in the swanp where you've
got the -- now Coast Guard housing. And in 1962, it caused
an inlet there. You caused it. Then you let the Navy cone
in and you put some jetties in and that caused further
erosion. And what |I'd |like you to do, please, is to either
start another CCC program sink sone ships or get sone beach
nouri shnment, then you' d have room for your piping plovers and
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your turtles and things that you find inportant. You don't
find people inportant. But we're not against birds. | feed
t hem everyday. | wouldn't feed a piping plover for anything
inthis world, but -- well, I mght as well tell the truth.
But 1'd like you to help our -- 1'd like you to keep your

prom ses. Go back to Collingsworth Newspaper, in which |'m

sure you have access to, and keep those pronmi ses that | heard
by word of nmouth. And for Heaven's sake, quit killing our
cats with ny taxpayer's noney. |'d like to tell these people
how many cats you've killed trying to save one or two birds.
| resent that.

MR. JESS COWERFORD: Thanks. Judy Swortwood.

M5. JUDY SWORTWOOD:  Hi, |I'm Judy Swortwood from
Buxton. [|'ma business owner. | don't know which issues to
address tonight. There's so many, but |I'll ask for sone
definitions. The new buzz words that are out, "locally
sensitive species,” "other sensitive species,"” "soundscapes."
What are these things? Were are these definitions com ng
fromand how are they protected by law is one of ny
guestions. And the other thing that I1'd like to address is
in the Cctober 5 neeting at Kill Devil Hills, Superintendent
Reed stated that "an ani mal doesn't have to be endangered
under the Endangered Species Act to be protected or they can
be animals that are protected through state | aws and
regulations.” And this was in a response to a question
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regarding the Mgratory Bird Treaty. M question is why did
the Park Service specifically target a dog by setting a |l eg
hold trap for it when it is in direct violation of the State
of North Carolina anti-cruelty law? Do you only abide by the
state laws when it can help to conprom se beach access?
Thank you.

MR. JESS COVWMERFORD: Thank you. Larry Hardham

MR. LARRY HARDHAM | -- |'ve got copies of the
-- of protocols here. And sonething | read in here led ne to
bel i eve that the Park Service was not charged for these. |
| earned this evening that in fact noney did change hands to
get this pile of paper here. The turtle section is prefaced
that the protocols were done without regard to budget,
staffing or inpacts on the Cape Hatteras National Seashore
uses such as recreation. You know, if a -- if a report is
done without any possibility of it being inplenmented, what's
the purpose init. |If you don't have the noney to do it, you
don't have the people do it, why do they even wite it. |
mean that's an absol ute waste of taxpayer's noney.
Oiginally I was going to say, If you paid nothing for it,
you got what you paid for it. But you all have been taken on
this. And this is just |udicrous. Enough sai d about
t hat .

OBPA had -- OBPA has submtted a substanti al
nunber of biol ogi cal policy suggestions and | egal opinion
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regarding the handling of bird closures here in the park. |
have subm tted suggestive policy changes regarding turtle
practices here in the park and suggested that the North
Carolina WIldlife Resource Conm ssion which governs sea
turtle practices for the whole state devel op safe, specific
protocols specific for this park due to our unique
geographi cal situation here. You've had inpact -- input from
the park's resource managenent people who should be famliar
with the area but have m sled you before on nore than one
occasion. One was their wonderful, post-Isabel press rel ease
of May 24, 2004 that stated there were twenty-one species of
birds using the main wash over area on Pole Road. These --
there were all -- these were all birds that | would describe
as warm and fuzzy birds. Yet sonehow after all of the hours
spent observing these warm fuzzy birds, they failed to
notice or nore maybe nore inportantly failed to report G eat
Bl ack Back birds, G eat Black Back gulls, herring gulls,
crows and grackle were consistent with using the area as
well. These four species are known as birds of prey on
pi pi ng pl over, oystercatcher, tern, black skimer eggs and
their chicks as well as turtle hatchlings. And I'll admt
that | nmade it to that area with National Park Service
Sout heastern Regi onal Chief of Resource Managenent Sherry
Field, three of the four species of birds that we saw there
were these predator birds. And | ask you, where were these
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predator birds when all of this observation was done to
develop the list of twenty-one warm and fuzzy birds. The
research managenent people raved over the quality of the wash
over area on Pole Road as prinme habitat, but yet by the end
of the summer, the soundside was overgrown with grass and
thus -- thus no longer attractive for the foraging area -- as
foraging area for the birds. And Pole Road is still closed
in that area. And now you have national environnmental groups
telling you howto do things here fromtheir ivory towers in
Washi ngton using totally inaccurate accounts of what has
happened here in the park to raise mllions of dollars.

A report issued Novenber the 5th of 2003 shortly
after Hurricane |Isabel by two enpl oyees of U S. Fish and
Wldlife and two -- and North Carolina WIldlife Resource
Comm ssion even went so far out in left field as to suggest
that to mtigate for filling in lzzy Inlet, that artificial
primary ocean dunes should be elimnated to create bird
habi t at between Sal vo and Avon and between Avon and Fri sco.
Thi s radi cal and outrageous suggestion woul d jeopardi ze
H ghway 12, our only road on and off the island. And what
they're saying is human life is expendable. And that the
Park Service should violate their agreenent with the North
Carol i na DOT concerning the maintenance of the dunes to
protect H ghway 12. The North Carolina WIldlife Resource
Comm ssi on subsequently wote a scathing letter to
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Superintendent Billy and copied Gayle Norton di savow ng t hat
Novenber the 5th report. | quote fromthat letter, "This
report purports to represent the joint position of U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service and the North Carolina WIldlife Resource
Comm ssion, but it does not. Even nore egregious than the

m srepresentati on of the agency's position is the

unaut hori zed reproduction of the North Carolina Wldlife
Resource Conmi ssion logo at the top of the report. The North
Carolina WIldlife Resource Conm ssion di sowns any support for
t he recommendations issued in this report. And no entrance
otherwi se may be made."” Yet this park's resource managenent
teamcontinued to try to inplenment the suggestions nmade in
this outrageous report. And furthernore, U S. Fish and

W dlife Endangered Species' office in Raleigh never flinched
or responded. And so one can only conclude that they backed
all of the ridiculous suggestions in the report. One of the
two U S. Fish and WIldlife enpl oyees who wote this Novenber
5 report was also involved in a conference call involving
twel ve people on Septenber 11, 2002 when another U.S. Fish
and Wldlife expert on piping plovers clearly stated that the
survival of the species did not depend on their success at
Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Yet he has in part been
responsi ble for the vast closures in the areas of this park
this past sunmer contributing to the expenditure of over

$500, 000. 00 of taxpayers' noney for two nests in areas not
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critical to the survival of the species. These peopl e appear
to be on a mssion to elimnate all human activity on the
nost popul ar beaches in this Seashore and expose their only
transportation corridor to the ravages of virtually every
storm And the worst part of this is that this U S. Fish and
Wldlife enployee sits in what | believe to be the nunber two
position in the U S. Fish and WIldlife Endangered Species
office in Raleigh which will be determining if this Interim
Protected Species Plan is acceptable. This did not sit well
with me and | suspect a |ot of other people. And we expect a
reasonable and fair treatnent as well as a livable plan as an
end result here. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: That concl udes everyone
who had signed up to speak definitely. But as many of you
know, we've asked for sonme maybes. And we've hit the point
in which we adverti sed we woul d be taking public coments.

But what I'd like to do is just read through these nanes and
get a general sense of how many of these folks definitely

wi sh to speak and then we can kind of figure out if what to
do to go forward here. Virginia Luizer?

M5. VIRG NIA LU ZER:  Yes.

MR. JESS COVWMERFORD: You'd still like to speak,
okay. Bernie McCants? WIson -- Gove Wlson -- Gove
Wlson. | can't spell out the first name. Frank Folb, you'd

li ke to speak. Jack Painter?

57

Carolina Court Reporters, Inc.
Greenville, North Carolina




© 00 N oo o B~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
O » W N P O © © N O O M W N B O

MR. JACK PAINTER: 1'd like to make that revised
and send ny remarks in an e-mail and give the bal ance of ny

tinme to Bob.

MR. JESS COMWERFORD: John Workman. Frank Fol b,
Juni or .

MR. FRANK FOLB, JUNIOR: |'IlIl pass.

MR. JESS COMWERFORD: JimDoolittle. Yes, no?

MR JIMDOOLITTLE: 'l e-mail.

MR. JESS COMVERFCORD: Very good. Sher
Chanpi on?

M5. SHERI CHAMPION: |I'mgoing to e-mail

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: No, okay, the |last nane
| ooks i ke Col burn --

MR. COLBURN:  No.

MR. JESS COVWWERFORD: No. Gkay, and Jack
Painter, did | call that one?

MR. BOB DAVIS: He wants to give ne three
m nut es.

MR. JESS COVWERFORD: | don't see any objection,
sticking as close as we can to those three mnutes, | think
we can go ahead and take ten mnutes to get through these and
then go to the Open House for the remainder, if we could.

Vi rginia?

M5. BARBARA ACKLEY: Just wait a mnute, | e-

mail ed Mary Doll and told her that this was totally unfair.
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You peopl e spent hours developing this stuff. You' re going
to spend hours witing this plan and you won't give us over
an hour to speak. This is ridiculous. W don't need this
Open House tine afterwards. W -- we need to use the tinme to
hear what has to be said.

MR. JESS COWERFORD: | believe |I was proposing
to do that, thank you

MS. BARBARA ACKLEY: | didn't hear that.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Virginia?

M5. VIRGAN A LU ZER® ay, | hadn't planned on
speaking, but I did want to clarify something. As everybody
has been saying, they referred to the USGS protocols and the
fact that they say they do not consider recreation. In fact,
nmy reading of them they only do not attenpt to bal ance the
need for recreation, they use recreational disturbance as a
scapegoat for every failure for every species on this island.

Bob Davis docunented the turtles being mainly overwash and
weat her related. As far as nest abandonnent, nest
abandonnment is not primarily due to recreational disturbance.

As an exanple, 2000, three failed nests, a single weather
event contributed to the loss of two. A three day storm at
the end of May produced high wi nds, heavy rain and ocean
overwash. The third nest |ocated at Hatteras Inlet was
i kely because of crabs. The -- 2001, the two unsuccessf ul
nests late in season m ght have been second nesting attenpts
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al t hough no nests were found at those two sites earlier in

t he season. All of the docunents on piping plover clearly
state that late nests are typically subject to abandonnent.
2002, two nests were lost in 2002, the one breeding pair

| ocated in Hatteras Inlet Spit initiated both. The initial
nest was being i ncubated when waves underm ned a protected
dune all owi ng ocean overwash to flood the nest. The pairs'
second nest containing one egg was | ost to unknown causes,

t hough predation was |ikely. The nest had been in danger of
fl ooding due to its location, which was approxi mately twenty
feet froma pond fed by rain and overwash. | only collected
a fewyears. Simlarly, with respect to the nortality of
chicks, one chick in 2001 was | ost to unknown causes.

Periods of rains were reported the previous day and may have
been a contributing factor. 2002, heavy rains also coincided
with the loss of a chick. 2003, an early season tropical
stormaffected the area's weather fromJune 18 to the 20th.
Rai n and gusty wi nds occurred during the period that
coincided with the loss of three five day old chicks. A few
days of wind and rain again coincided wth the di sappearance
with the seven -- seventeen day old chick. That is quite
sinply where these birds are nesting right nowis not safe.
It's been alluded to in the USGS studies, as bad as they are,
about creation of habitat. 1've said over and over again,
the high rate of success we had in the '80s was due to the
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hi gh area that was used for nesting off the side of the pond
extending towards the south of the point. W stopped
drai ning the pond. W stopped controlling vegetation. The
bi rds have noved close to low lying areas. W should reclaim
the habitat, |eave the ORVs and the pedestrians on the | ow
| ying areas discouraging the birds from being there and
turtles and anything else that's being over washed and get
t hem back on high ground. And we'll be back where we used to
be and everybody wi |l be happy.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Thanks. M. Folb.

MR. FRANK FCOLB: Frank Folb, I'm from Buxton and
Avon and I'mglad | wasn't called first because it makes it
easier to speak later. |'ve been down here -- com ng down
here all ny life which is sixty-two years. 1've ridden the
bus on the beach with two gentleman that used to drive the
bus that went fromHatteras to Manteo that are in the
audi ence tonight. And so | have been around here for a |ong
-- you know, been around here for a long tine and seen things
change. In the last ten years, we've seen the resource
managenent of the National Park Service change their
direction. And the direction has not been to nmake the birds
better. Their whole attenpt is to do away wi th four-whee
drives on the beach. |If they had interest in the birds,
there's an island just two islands south of us, Portsnouth
Island, that's very, very little inhabited, has no roads on
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it, has sonme tourists' value, but not the tourist value of
this island and Ocracoke Island. And it could have been --
made nmuch nore sense in nmy thinking that if these resource
managers had been noved to one of the shacks on Portsnouth

I sl and and made to |ive there and do the resource nmanagenent
and make a place for these birds to hatch and nest, that

t here woul d have been nuch | ess conflict between them and the
visitors to this island. Also, you'll find that this park
was not a national park when it was established. It was

est abli shed as a recreational Seashore. Sonewhere around --
around -- back in tinme, sonme wi se fol ks decided in

Washi ngton, D.C., to change it to a national park. And the
interest needs to go back and nmake it the recreational
Seashore that is and was created and was prom sed as Ms.
Carol Dillon in the newspaper by the people that founded --
that originally came down and found the park.

One last thing and this is not quite in the
subject, but I"mproudly getting ready to present to John
Couch a check for $3,000.00 fromour tournament that was held
on the beaches of Avon. And everybody in that tournament was
surf fishing with vehicles. And I'mgoing to give hima
check for $3,000.00 to support the effort to keep vehicles on
the island. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMWERFORD: Jeff Painter.

MR. JEFF PAINTER |'m going to give about
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thirty seconds worth of this and give the rest of ny tine to
Bob. Are you getting a nessage that your proposal is |ess

t han popular with the people who have lived here all their
lives, who go back generations and generations and have

wat ched the habitat changed. A little common sense applied
will alleviate nost of your heartbreak. Go back and rethink
what you' re doi ng.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. 1Is there
anyone el se besides M. Davis that would |ike to speak at
this time? Are you -- did you sign up, sir?

MR. NEAL MOORE: No, sir.

MR. JESS COVWERFORD: Go ahead and cone up,
state your nane in the mcrophone if you would, please.

MR. NEAL MOCRE: MW nanme is Neal More. | live
in Frisco. And | have listened last tine and this tinme and |
woul d request that | have as nmuch tinme to speak and necessary
to say what | have to say as the nost tinme given to any other
i ndi vi dual that has spoken tonight. And you may not |ike
what | have to say. | have been accosted on the beach by
three individuals. | amnot going to be intimdated. And
they are certainly not going to like any fight they want to
create because | will fight back and they won't |ike the way
that | fight. And there are two individuals that |I know of
that canme to ny house at 3:00 AM in the norning for
what ever intent, | don't know, but | nmet them at the door and
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the report by the National Park Service, the State Police and
the deputy sheriff of Dare County will reflect what occurred.

But that's not why | cane up here. | made sone notes
listening to what has transpired.

First off, why three lousy birds? It just so
happens that this year was the first year in five years that
t hey' ve had a successful nesting of the piping plover on
Hatteras Island. W put six birds into the air this year.
Now why worry about three |ousy birds? Let's go back and
take a | ook at what the human race has done in this country.

W're trying to bring back the red wolf over in the
Alligator River Refuge fromthe brink of extinction. W're
doing the same with the Mexican gray wolf in New Mexico. W
did the sane with the whooping crane which is down to about a
dozen birds and finally |located after being thought extinct
in Yellowstone and is now fairly well surviving. W are
doing the sane with the condor which was down to a dozen
birds and is now about 100, 125 birds. W did the sanme wth,
of all things, the American bison -- the buffalo. It
stretched fromthe M ssouri-Kansas border to the eastern
sl opes of the Rockies and fromthe Canadi an border to the
Mexi can border and probably beyond. Even Buffalo, New York
probably gets its nane fromthat. 1In 1860, there were
estimated a sixty mllion buffalo roam ng the plains. By
1880, they had been shot out of existence at fifty to sixty
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mllion buffalo. And when they finally cane around to
deciding that it was worth saving in 1889, they managed to
round about 600 buffalo fromwhich now our herds exist. And
black tails -- the black tail prairie dog and the bl ack
footed ferret are all on the brink of extinction, primarily
from shooti ng, poisoning and habitat | oss. W just |ocated
one particular bird thought to have been extinct since the
1940s. They're spending mllions of dollars trying to bring
that one back. They're even trying to locate it. At the
sanme tinme, the Corps of Engineers has a $300, 000, 000. 00

dr ai nage canal, digging, and punping operation draining a
billion gallons a day out of its habitat for the irrigation
of cotton fields and soybean fields claimng it won't hurt
it. And probably the nost egregious thing of all, the one
animal -- the one land invertebrate animal that existed in
greater nunbers than any other single species occupied this
country in the west and in the north central part of the
United States literally blackening the sky and cl osing out
the sun when it mgrated, when it flew. One flock estinmated
at one mle wde and sixty mles long contained a billion two
hundred and fifty mllion birds. The |argest popul ati on of
any one species ever to walk on land. That flock of a
billion two hundred and fifty mllion was about the year
1830. By 1906, the last wild bird of that species was noted.
And in 1914, in the G ncinnati Zoo, the last remaining bird
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of that species died, the passenger pigeon, extinct in about
75 years frombillions to zero. |If we can shoot the buffalo
-- and by the way, they shot those things and dynam ted the
roosts for the birds to ship about that tinme to New York,
Buf fal o, Phil adel phia, and Boston for food. Wen the flocks
got down to 100,000 plus or mnus birds, they petitioned
Congress that perhaps we should have | egislation. And
Congress said, On, there are plenty of birds left, the stock
will replenish. It didn't. If we can do that to a bird that
existed in the billions or to aninmals that existed in the
mllions, we can certainly do it toalittle bird like the
pi ping plover. I'mnot just tal king about only the piping
pl over. There are hundreds of birds in this country that are
endangered or threatened. The G eat Lakes popul ation of the
pi ping plover is down to about sixty nesting pairs. The
eastern popul ation of the nesting plover is about 1,700
nests. And they are threatened and they are decreasing in
nunber. |If we can't do sonmething to conme to a conproni se
here on the Quter Banks to preserve at |east a piece of that
bird, we should -- should be ashamed of ourselves.

Now t he | ocal websites that rail or publish
agai nst the closure of the beach; ORV riding. And I nyself
use that beach out there probably nore than or just as much
as anybody else in this room strictly fromny standpoint and
for fishing, bird watching and sightseeing. And so don't
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tell me that I"mnot a user of that beach and | want to keep
it that way.

Now the lists --

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Let's get towards w appi ng
up, sir.

MR. NEAL MOORE: Just as long as | get the five
m nutes that you gave to Bob.

MR JESS COMVERFORD: It's been about six

actual ly.
MR. NEAL MOORE: All right.
MR. JESS COMMERFORD: | need you to wap up,
pl ease.
MR. NEAL MOORE: | want you to know that these

websites that people put out are so negative that they say of
a particular Park Service enployee, "I saw her riding the
bicycle to work today, | should have run over her" or
referring to the people in the Park Service as that "bird
bitch." And they're tal king about the extrene cl osures of

t he beach. That's not true. It didn't happen that way. But
their owm websites scare away as many peopl e as anythi ng
else. So | think there should be sone noderation. | would
certainly appreciate sone kind of noderation. | don't want
to be approached on the beach again. They don't know ny
nanme. They don't ne -- know ne from Adam out there, but yet
because | have a scope in hand, they think I'm sonme kind of
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an eneny. | amnot. And | think -- | could go on unti
m dni ght if you want.

UNI DENTI FI ED PERSON: | don't think so.

MR JESS COWERFORD: Wap up.

MR. NEAL MOORE: Now | didn't expect you to

stand up and applaud. | thank you for at |east being
somewhat considerate. | certainly was to the rest of the
cromd. And if you think you can harass nme, | have been

harassed by experts. So I don't know what chance you think
you' ve got.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. | think we
have a couple of nore folks that wish to speak. And we're
going to go ahead and take those. And then after that, we're
going to use the rest of the half hour to do question and
answer format if we can. And we have an individual up here.

Pl ease state your nane clearly in the m crophone.

MR, JOHN COUCH: My nane is John Couch. That's
COUGCH I|like potato. [I'ma resident of Buxton. | own the
Red Drum specifically Witehouse Auto Parts and \Witehouse
Service Center. And |I'ma taxpayer extraordinaire. Al
t hese comments tonight, we need to take into consideration
that it's not about the bird, it's about this policy that's
gone way, way wacko. And this -- this year when they cl osed
Cape Point, we sat over there at the Red Drum-- there's four
busi nesses over there -- we |ooked at each other. And for
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the first time in the history of ny business, | sent people
home in the sunmertinme, because there was little business to
do. | was sending ny people honme at 2:00 in the afternoon.
And I"'mhere to reflect the feelings of the community, ny

nei ghbors that suffered through thirty-six days of a bad, bad
policy. The SuperDonme down in Louisiana is fifty-seven acres
in size, and that includes the parking. This year, Hatteras

I nl et, Cape Point, 700 acres, sonething was wong. W asked

for the -- I'"mpresident of the Quter Banks Preservation
Associ ation as well. W asked for the plover nonitoring
reports back in August. W still haven't received them as

yet. M business is off twenty percent. The tackle shop at
the Red Drumis off fifty percent on the weekends. The OBPA
went up and asked for help fromthe Dare County Board of

Conmi ssioners. And |'mglad that M. Judge is here. And we
asked that they use their influence. And they said this, "Be
it further resolved that the Dare County Board of

Conmi ssioners demand that the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
and the National Park Service formulate a resource protection
policy which strictly limts and m nim zes beach cl osures
within the Cape Hatteras National Seashore and ensures free
and open access for pedestrian and ORV use.” W have 140
busi nesses that we went around in tine that we were going to
go up there and 140 busi nesses agreed that sone sense needs
to be had out there. W don't need to go through this next
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year. There is a reasonable conprom se. Co-existing, yes,
we can do that. And we have over 1,000 individual signatures
on the petition supporting the same action. And I'd like to
hand that to M. Reed. And thank you for your tine.

MR. JESS COMVERFORD: Thank you. Conmi ssioner?

COWM SSI ONER WARREN JUDGE: Thank you. We've
got a great group of people here, don't we? Thank you all.
Thank you all. You all have heard a lot tonight. You' ve
heard it with a lot of passion. | know you have a | ot of
scientists that support you, U S. Fish and WIldlife and the
Park Service. W've got a lot of scientists here in Dare
County. The Dare County Board of Comm ssioners -- John read
out of a resolution that we passed. And M. Superintendent,
" msure you all have received our letter now that | spoke
about at the neeting in Kill Devil Hlls back the first of
October. Please enter that into the record. But the Dare
County Board of Conm ssioners unani nously and passionately
asked that the residents and visitors of Hatteras Island and
to Hatteras |sland al ways have access inside the park. W
appreci ate the delicate balance that you nust achieve in
managi ng the resource. You' ve heard -- you've heard our
residents tal k about how they respect the wildlife and care
for the wildlife. W just want you all to nmake sure that the
pl an shares the beach, the oceanfront, the sound front and
all parts of the park with both man and beast.
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John nentioned the econony. Frank, | w shed we
had a twelve billion dollar econony. You are close. It's a
billion, but that's a big econony. W're one of four donor
counties in the state of North Carolina, neaning we send nore
noney to Ral eigh than we get back in services. Qur school
system suffers. 5,000 students, we only get about
$1, 000, 000.00 in federal noney fromthe Departnent of
Education, so we're quite a bit on our own down here, but
we're a resourceful lot. W're a tourismeconony, plain and
sinmple. \Wether you're a commercial fishernen, a charter
boat captain, a hotel owner or operator or realtor, a
restaurant, tour, a wait staff, a shop clerk, own a gift,
station or a tackle shop, you're in business because of one
thing and that is tourism You have your econom sts. Don't
et themget lost in global econony of Dare County. Don't
et themget lost in that billion dollar econony, because we
have no big business in Dare County. W're a group of snal
entrepreneurs that go to work every day, with the exception
of the lucky folks in the audience that are retired. They've
finished their careers. And maybe they noved here after
spending a lifetinme vacationing here and retired here. But
many of the fol k who spoke tonight are going to get up
tomorrow and they're going to go work their business. And so
while we've had a robust econony, we provide a | ot of jobs.
And we build new schools and we support our children and our

71

Carolina Court Reporters, Inc.
Greenville, North Carolina




© 00 N oo o B~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
O » W N P O © © N O O M W N B O

el derly and we have a great econony. W all work very hard
every day.

Thirty-six day closure had a huge inpact. |
don't know about John's particul ar enpl oyees, but the
enpl oyees that work for nme, if | started sending them hone
and cutting their hours, they would i medi ately have
significant problens in buying groceries and paying rent. So
| just ask M. Superintendent that you all consider all these
facts, consider the local character. Let's nmake sure that
the residents and the visitors to Hatteras and Dare County
are held in as nmuch inportance as the wildlife. Let's use
this opportunity to be a springboard to a future relationship
bet ween the Park Service and the residents of Dare County,
that I know it had to pain you tonight as it pained ne as you
sit and hear people with heavy hearts and angry m nds and
attitudes towards the Park Service. Let's take this
opportunity, let's use this Interi mManagenent Plan, not only
as a springboard to begin to build a good relationship
between the two of us, but to -- also to nmake the 2008 plan a
doabl e plan and a workable plan. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Thank you. Comm ssioner,
t hank you for your eloquent remarks. That would be a great
ending to the evening, but | do realize | would be remss if
| didn't give M. Davis the last two and a half m nutes of
M. Painter's tine. And so we'll do that. And after that,
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we'll close this session of the nmeeting and go to the QOpen
House for the balance of our tinme. Two and a half m nutes,
sir.

MR. BOB DAVIS: Ckay, we left with birds.
t hi nk you fol ks need to survey these islands for a suitable
habitat for bird life and anal yze that survey to see where a
conflict is or is going to be between traditional public use
and the bird habitat. And wherever you find that, | think
you should create a nearby habitat to accomobdate those birds
so that we can co-exist with them G ve us access to the
water to fish, let the birds have a good place to procreate.

lI"d like to talk a little bit about the
protection protocols. They have been roundly criticized
tonight. And I'mnot going to change that. These protocols
are a conbi nation of your past managenent practices, that is,
you manage people. You increase the size and duration of
closures. That's all also based upon what they think as Mom
Nat ure knows best. Mom Nature doesn't know best. Moym Nature
works with great big nunbers and real |ong periods of tine.
And that doesn't happen when man gets into the equation.
Time gets shorter. | think these protocols are excellent
sources for preserves and refuges in the other parts that are
not used for recreation. But they are invalid for a
recreation area. And if you intend to apply anything from
themin this area, you can just throwit in the trash can.
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VWhat we really need -- oh, in this protocol, they have a |ist
of studies that they want to perform |In order to do these
studi es, they propose that you close portions of the park and
then run studies in them Before you close one inch of this
park for that procedure, | suggest that you work with the
Department Interior and open up Pea |Island refuge for public
recreation and run your studies up there. |It's a nore proper
pl ace for running studies. You really need protocols from
this scientific group to provide sone neans of direction for
co-existence to aid in a new direction in park nmanagenent
which is comng. A good way to create habitat on Pea Island
is to build that seventeen mle bridge, knock down the dunes
and |l et the overwash occur, you'll get trenmendous

devel opment. After all, we're trying to protect species of
animals here. W're not just trying to follow regul ati ons,
the intended regul ati ons of protected species. And we ought
to be doing stuff to do that. |Incubation is the best way for
turtles in nmy opinion. And creation of good habitat that
does not interfere with the recreational needs of the public.

These recreational needs are going to increase with tine.
We have a | ot nore people com ng down here. And you need to
t hi nk about that when you're making the policies.

One last item you need to devel op a nmanagenent

policy for heavy rains in this area that created swanp | and
around the -- back at Cape Point. W need to get that water
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out of there or correct for it, you' ve got to build your
roads hi gher and the access to the ranps higher and build the
general road higher or you provide to get rid of that water
down there, either drainit -- that's the sinplest and
cheapest thing to do. You run afoul with state regul ations
there. And you kind of work with themto do sonething about
that. The longer you | eave that water to sit there, the nore
the birds poop in it. The nore they poop, the higher the
fecal coliformcount goes. And that's one of the major
reasons that the state tells us they won't allow you to

di scharge it because of the fecal coliformin there. |If
that's really true and that's the main reason, what about our
kids that wal k through that water behind the dunes. What
about the people that drive through it and it splashes up in
it, you' ve got a health hazard there. You need to get that
wat er out, whatever permt it takes to do it. That's about
it for the rest of mne. Thank you.

MR. JESS COMMERFORD: Thank you. That may have
been a bit inadvertent. Let it be showmn that M. Davis was
in fact the last to speak, so he got his wwsh. Wth that,
we'll go ahead and wap up the formal part of this evening.
| want to thank everyone again for taking the tine out of
your personal schedules to be here. | personally appreciate
everyone's com ng out and getting involved this evening. To
t hose of you who were here the first week in October, as |

75

Carolina Court Reporters, Inc.
Greenville, North Carolina




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g » W N P O © © N O O M W N B O

said earlier, | really appreciate you com ng back and
sticking wwth us. | thank everyone for the comments and |
appreci ate everyone being respectful of everyone el se who was
speaking this one. And with that, we'll wap up this portion
of the nmeeting. And as | said, we will be here for a while
for the Open House. |If there is anyone again, as | said
earlier, that wishes to be on the record but didn't really

wi sh to speak in front of the crowd, we do have one of the
reporters in the roomover here and you can sit down with him
and give himyour verbal coments. We'I| take nore coments
on the pads or you can fill out one of the forns that's over
here on the table. Thank you very nuch.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 9:00 P.M)
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