	
[image: image3.png]Ly





	United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SALINAS PUEBLO MISSION NATIONAL MONUMENT

PO Box 517

Mountainair, New Mexico 87036


	[image: image2.png]





February 9, 2006

Dear Friends of Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument,

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument proposes to improve the existing trails at Abo, Quarai, and Gran Quivira and to partially backfill Mound 7 at Gran Quivira. The proposed modifications would include hardening existing gravel trails with asphalt or a similar agent; removing some trail segments; and establishing new routes to minimize social trails while improving visitor flow and resource protection.  One section of new trail at Gran Quivira will consist of a boardwalk leading from the Mission to the Visitor Center.

These modifications are necessary to make the trails compliant with the Americans with Disability Act; to enhance the visitor experience; to address visitor safety; and to protect the natural and cultural resources at the Monument. The partial backfilling of Mound 7 will help stabilize and protect the exposed structure from deterioration while assuring the structural outlines and significant visible features remain exposed for interpretation.

An Environmental Assessment for modifying the trails and partially backfilling Mound 7 will be prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision making framework that 1) explores a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates potential issues and impacts to park resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts. 

The National Park Service encourages public participation throughout the NEPA process during which the public has two opportunities to formally comment on the project; once during initial project scoping and again following the release of the Environmental Assessment. We are currently in the scoping phase of the project, and I invite you to voice your ideas, comments or concerns in this effort. Please submit your written comment online at the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/.  If you have questions regarding this project or the commenting process, please contact Philip Wilson or Tobin Roop at 505-847-2585. 

If you are not able to submit comments electronically through this website, then you may also submit written comments to:

Glenn M. Fulfer, Superintendent

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument

P.O. Box 517

Mountainair, NM 87036

Please submit your comments by March 14, 2006. If you do not wish to have your name and address become a part of the permanent record as part of the comment process, please state this prominently in the beginning part of your comments. Salinas will make all submissions from organizations, businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses available for public inspection in their entirety. 

Sincerely,
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Glenn M. Fulfer

Superintendent
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