
FRANKLIN PARK



PROJECT

GOALS

ACTIVATE THE PARK

ENGAGE + CONNECT THE COMMUNITY

REVEAL HISTORY

INFUSE SUSTAINABILITY

MANAGE AND FINANCE FOR SUCCESS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS

+





SITE PLAN

+

Commodore Barry Statue

Central Fountain and Plaza

Children’s Garden

Seasonal Planting

Lawn

Terrace

Café/ Bathrooms and 

Operations

Rain Garden
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REFRESH



PLAY



RELAX



GATHER



PAVING/PLANTING

CHILDREN’S GARDEN

FOUNTAIN/CENTRAL PLAZA

CAFÉ/TERRACE

MAINTENANCE/OPERATIONS



A TIPPED PLANE

+



GRADING

+



GREEN  INFRASTRUCTURE

+

CISTERN LOCATION

(SIZE TBD)

Note: DDOE requirements are achieved with design 

capacity of proposed rain gardens. Cistern is intended 

for stormwater capture, storage, and reuse for 

irrigation and café/restroom gray water.



PAVING



PAVING MATERIALS

Design Goals:

• Coordinate with DDOT and NPS standard materials

• Reuse bluestone

• Specify durable materials

• Cool palette



PAVING MATERIALS

+



PLANTING



PLANTING

Design Goals:

• Incorporate planting with seasonal interest

• Use native/naturalized lower-maintenance species where possible

• Provide performative plantings for rain gardens

• Reference previous palettes – lush quality, color/texture, space making

• Provide a variety of sun/shade conditions



CANOPY STEWARDSHIP 

+



IDEAL AGE DISTRIBUTION

FRANKLIN PARK

40% 30% 20% 10%

16%20% 27% 37%

+



SUN + SHADE SECTIONAL DIAGRAM

NOTE: Demonstrates approximate afternoon sun angle at summer solstice



TREE PLANTING

NATIVE/NATURALIZED

SEASONAL INTEREST

WATER RECEIVING



CENTRAL PLAZA PLANTING



PERIMETER PLANTING



RAIN GARDEN PLANTING



CHILDREN’S GARDEN PLANTING



CHILDREN’S

GARDEN





CHILDREN’S GARDEN

Design Goals:

• Children’s garden where children from local school, childcare centers and local families can play

• Create space for interpretive and spontaneous play

• Cultivate imagination and promote environmental education

• Create sense of enclosure through planting and grading

• Reference larger environmental context / Rock Creek Park



CHILDREN’S GARDEN – POTOMAC WATERSHED



ENGINEERED WOOD FIBER

CHILDREN’S GARDEN – POTOMAC WATERSHED

BOULDERS

SLIDE

BRIDGE

ENCLOSURE – PLANTING 

LANDFORM

CLIMBING BARS

ENCLOSURE – WALL



VIEW OF CHILDREN’S GARDEN FROM NORTH

+



CENTRAL PLAZA &

FOUNTAIN





CENTRAL FOUNTAIN

Design Goals:

• Reuse historic coping/maintain form

• Make edge more engaging

• Bolder water display to draw in visitors



Logan Circle, Philadelphia, PA 

Lincoln Center, New York, NY National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC



EXISTING CENTRAL PLAZA - SITE PHOTO



CENTRAL PLAZA



CAFÉ



Café / Restrooms / Operations Location



Café / Restrooms / Operations Location



DESIGN CONCEPT

Design Goals:

• Scaled appropriately, maximize transparency,  

complement park activity, support 18 hour use

• Focus toward the Park with acknowledgment of the

Street

• The Building is 5 sided – 4 Walls and the Roof

• Contemporary Use of Materials – Stone, Wood, Glass

• Sustainability Focus: 

• Integrated Stormwater and Landscape

• Building is 4 Seasons, and Climate Responsive



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING FLOOR PLAN

Structure – 2285 GSF
Café (+ Kitchen + Storage + Toilet+ Trash) – 1670 SF

Operations – 315 SF

Restrooms – 300 SF 



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING CROSS SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING LONGITUDINAL SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT



DESIGN CONCEPT – MATERIALS




