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Site Context

-Located between 
President’s Park 
South to the west, 
Freedom Plaza to 
the east, the Willard 
Continental Hotel 
to the north, and 
the Herbert Hoover 
Building (including 
the White House 
Visitor Center) to 
the south

-Along the 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue axis 
connecting the 
White House to the 
U.S. Capitol

-Part of the 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue National 
Historic Site
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To further honor the service members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces in World War I by enhancing the 
General Pershing Commemorative Work as a 
World War I Memorial, as provided within Public 
Law 113-291.

Need for the Memorial:

To fulfill the Congressional mandate for the 
establishment of a World War I Memorial in 
Pershing Park.

Overview of Undertaking:
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Authorizing Legislation:
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1792

Pershing 
Park

Site History
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1792 1938 1942 19811930s1800s

1800 1900 2000

2015

The quadrilateral 
parcel  is set aside 
as a block for private 
development
on L’Enfant’s plan of 
1791 and Ellicott’s 
plan of 1792 

Dec. 6 1938: Site 
is transferred 
from Treasury 
Department and 
Comissioners of the 
District of Columbia 
to the National Park 
Service

Oehme & Van Sweden 
redesign the plantings at 
Pershing Park

Memorial to General 
John J. Pershing is 
installed

Entire block cleared of 
structures to be developed 
as a park

A temporary 
“Information 
Building” is 
constructed on 
the empty site lot

Park redesigned by 
M. Paul  Friedberg and 
dedicated

Block is used for a variety of 
commercial and public uses 
including Albaugh’s Opera 
House, the Polis Theater, 
and Light Infantry drills

1961 1965

President John F. Kennedy 
initiates a 3-decade program 
to improve the Pennsylvania 
Avenue corridor

Information Source: NPS CLI

Park landscape improved 
with plants, paths, and 
furniture as part of 
Beautification Program of 
President Johnson

Site History
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1792 1851

Site History
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E St. NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Site History
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Late 1800s Looking north into the site from E street between 15th and 14th streets. The White House Historical Association
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1887 1919

Site History
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1918
Looking south east down Pennsylvania Avenue from 15th street.
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1920 Looking south into the site from Pennsylvania Avenue between 14th and 15th streets. Library of Congress
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Undated
1935

1935
Undated

Pennsylvania Avenue

14
th

 s
t Pulaski Park

E St. NW

Site History

DDOT

DDOT
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Circa 1950 1980s

Site History



16
WW1

YEARS
100 THE UNITED STATES

WORLD WAR ONE
CENTENNIAL COMMISSION  1. Overview of Undertaking            2. Site History           3. Review of Draft Area of Potential Effect         4. Design Considerations         5. Review of Finalists’ Designs     6. Discussion         7. Next Steps

1957
Looking southwest across Pennsylvania Avenue, the site is on the right. DDOT

Pershing Park

HOOVER BUILDING
(DEPT OF COMMERCE)

DISTRICT BUILDING 
(WILSON BUILDING)

Site History
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1958 Looking northwest up Pennsylvania Avenue from 13th street. DDOT

Pershing Park
HOOVER  BUILDING

(DEPT OF COMMERCE)

NATIONAL 
THEATER

Site History
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2015

F St. NWF St. NW

15th St. N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

14th St. N
W

15th St. N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue NW

TREASURY 
BUILDING

WHITE 
HOUSE

DISTRICT BUILDING
(WILSON BUILDING)

HOOVER BUILDING
(DEPT OF COMMERCE)

WILLARD HOTEL

NATIONAL THEATER

FREEDOM PLAZASHERMAN STATUE

Site History
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1980-2006 Looking north from the site. Library of Congress
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1980-2006 Library of Congress
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1980s Image: M. Paul Friedberg and Partners, TCLF
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Federal Triangle Historic District

Fifteenth Street Financial Historic District

Lafayette Square Historic District

Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site District
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32.
33.
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Stephen Decatur House
Lafayette Square 
Cutts-Madison House (Dolly Madison House) 
Benjamin Ogle Tayloe House
Union Trust Company
Treasury Annex 
Riggs National Bank 
American Security and Trust Company 
Rheem & Hensey Building
Hibbs Building (Folger Building)
National Savings and Trust Company 
(National Safe Deposit Company)
Bond Building
Commercial National Bank
Riggs Building (Albee Building)
National Metropolitan Bank
Garfinckel’s (Julius Garfinckel & Co.)
Federal-American National Bank
Westory Building
Hotel Washington
Willard Hotel
Warner Theater Building
Evening Star Building
Old Post Office and Clock Tower
District Building (John A. Wilson Bldg)
Washington Monument
Bullfinch Gatehouses / Gateposts
The Ellipse (President’s Park South)
U.S. Department of the Treasury Building
White House and Grounds
U.S. State, War, and Navy Building (Old Executive Office 
Building)
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Blair House
Renwick Gallery 
American Peace Society (Charles Glover House)
Pershing Memorial
Memorials in Washington, DC - Multiple Property Listing

Individually Listed Historic Properties
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2014
Image: Brian Grogan
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2014 Images: Brian Grogan
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Bex Eagle 
Statue

Central sunken plaza 
(also serves as a pool 
basin/ice rink)

Amphitheater style seating 
with concrete terraces (steps) 
oriented around plaza, with 
lawn panels and planters

Gazebo

Memorial wall

Memorial bench
Memorial statue

Site boundary

r.o.w. line

r.o
.w

. l
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e

r.o.w. line

Street tree allee
framing Capitol vistael. 22.0’

+

el. 17.5’+

el. 16.0’+

el. 17.5’+

el. 26.0’
+

el. 14.5’
+

Rough cut granite 
waterfall (also serves 
as zamoboni shed)

Memorial wall

Berms planted with 
formal planting of 

honey locusts in strict 
regularityPershing Memorial 

Major planter area

Pedestrian access points

previous curbline

Site Analysis

15th St. N
W

14th St. N
W

Pennsylvania Avenue  NW

Pennsylvania Avenue NW



27
WW1

YEARS
100 THE UNITED STATES

WORLD WAR ONE
CENTENNIAL COMMISSION  1. Overview of Undertaking            2. Site History           3. Review of Draft Area of Potential Effect         4. Design Considerations         5. Review of Finalists’ Designs     6. Discussion         7. Next Steps

Challenges to Existing Design

- Closed water system of pool was not able to meet water quality standards

- In-ground lighting systems are unable to function properly

- Berms enclosing the site create safety concerns; steep berms are 	difficult 
to mow

- Abundance of stone and lack of air circulation created uncomfortable 
micro-climate beyond summer months

- Gaps between the pavers and foundation of the Pershing Memorial are 
unstable and difficult to maintain

- Inadequacy of wastewater system made underground concession areas 
unusable due to sewage backups and flooding

- Water leakage into electrical control rooms posed safety concerns
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Design Goals

National  World  War I Memorial Design Competition Competition Manual  |  21 May 2015 19

The World War I Centennial Commission has 
established the following Design Goals to inform 
competition participants and the general public of 
the aspirations for the World War I Memorial.  The 
selected design will undergo further review by 
several regulatory and advisory bodies, including the 
National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission, 
the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, the National 
Capital Planning Commission, and the District of 
Columbia State Historic Preservation Office.    

1. Pershing Park will be a national World War 
I Memorial, in contrast to today’s park that 
only incidentally includes a small memorial 
to General Pershing and the American 
Expeditionary Forces under his command.  

2. The Memorial should honor the heroism 
and valor of the American servicemen and 
women who served, fought, and died in 
World War I, and should commemorate the 
tragedy and magnitude of loss suffered by 
the United States in the conflict.

3. The Memorial should be timeless and 
meaningful for future generations, which 
can be achieved through appropriate 
interpretive elements including (but not 
limited to) figurative or other sculpture, 
traditional monument forms, and relevant 
quotations or other texts relating to 
American participation in World War I. The 
Memorial shall not list names of individual 
servicemen and women who served or were 
killed in World War I. 

4. The Memorial should balance a sense of 
enclosure and dignity with openness and 
visibility that is inviting to passersby.

5. The Memorial should provide open views 
of the U.S. Capitol Building, respect the 
Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site, 
the Pennsylvania Avenue viewshed, and be 

contextual with adjacent sites including 
Freedom Plaza, the Federal Triangle 
buildings, Sherman Park, the Treasury 
Building, the White House Grounds, and the 
historic Willard and Washington Hotels.

6. The Memorial should recognize and relate 
to its urban context.  Because of its location 
and its role as both a Memorial and a 
park, the Memorial should play a part in 
public and private activity patterns in the 
immediate area.

7. Pershing Park currently includes a variety 
of existing elements, including the existing 
Pershing Memorial, which is a contributing 
feature of the Pennsylvania Avenue National 
Historic Site. To generate a visionary design 
concept for the World War I Memorial, 
competitors should thoughtfully consider 
the range of appropriate enhancement 
strategies and transformation options—
preservation, alteration, relocation, 
demolition—for addressing the Park’s 
physical elements and integrating the 
existing Pershing Memorial elements and 
new commemorative features into the site.

8. The Memorial should be designed primarily 
as open space; buildings or conditioned 
indoor space such as a ranger contact 
station, public restrooms, bookstore, 
or concession pavilion are strongly 
discouraged.

9. The Memorial should be designed to be 
constructed at a cost no greater than $20-25 
million, to be operationally sustainable, and 
to minimize maintenance requirements over 
time.

10. The Memorial should adhere to principles 
of Universal Design and environmental 
sustainability.

DESIGN GOALS
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Review of Finalists’ Designs
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Review of Finalists’ Designs
An American Family Portrait
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		  (December 2015)

- Jury Selection (January 2016)

- Commission Decision (January 2016)

- Next 106 Meeting (TBD 2016)
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