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Scope of Collection Statement

A Scope of Collection Statement is a document that is
written to ensure that materials collected for the museum
collection contribute directly to the understanding and
interpretation of the site’s purpose, themes and resources.
It should define the scope of present and future museum

col
IS C
col

ection holdings and ensure that the museum collection
early relevant to the site by setting limits to protect the
ection against arbitrary or excessive growth, and to

confirm that an organization is able to adequately care for
the collection.

The original scope of collection statement for the Vietham
Veterans Memorial Collection was too broad, which has
allowed the collection to grow at unsustainable rate.



1985 Scope of Collection Statement

ltems Accepted into the Collection:

1.

Artifacts directly related to the construction of the memorial including its
planning, design, and execution.

Artifacts directly related to the VVMF’s involvement in the planning,
design, and execution of the memorial and statue.

Artifacts directly related to the design, construction and installation of the
memorial wall and the “Three Servicemen” statue.

Artifacts directly related to the individuals whose names are engraved on
the wall. Limited to those obtained through field find at the site.

Artifacts directly related to Maya Lin’s involvement in the design and
construction of the VVM.

Artifacts directly related to Frederick Hart's involvement in the design,
construction, and installation of the “Three Servicemen” statue.

Artifacts directly related to the Joel Meisner Foundry’s involvement in the
design, construction, and installation of the “Three Servicemen” statue.

Artifacts directly related to historic events which took place at the VVM
since its construction, including its dedication ceremony.



Museum Resource Center

\\T

The objects in the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Collection
are in storage at the National
Park Service Museum Resource
Center.

We currently have over 400,000
objects stored in 1,477 boxes or
on one of the 55+ shelves of
oversized objects.

Only 440 boxes have been
cataloged due to the enormous
size of the collection. The new
scope will be more specific and
focus on materials with a direct
connection to the Vietham War
and its veterans.




2015 Scope of Collection Statement

Types of Materials left at the Memorial:
* Personal Artifacts
* Vietnam Military Service Items

* Protest, Activism, Advocacy Items
e Public Tributes

Other Types of Materials to Keep:
 Architectural Elements
» Site History



Personal Artifacts

Personal Artifacts: This category includes objects left
by visitors to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (VVM)
which illustrate a direct relationship or personal
connection between a veteran and their involvement in
the Vietham War. Photographs, poems, letters,
personal narratives, signs, cards and three-dimensional
objects are collected. All materials must be associated
with a name on the VVM, a Vietnam veteran, or have a
direct connection to the Vietham War experience.



Personal Artifacts




Personal Artifacts




Personal Artifacts




Personal Artifacts




Vietnam Military Service Items

Vietham Military Service Items (1955-1975):
Objects in this category include original uniforms,
accoutrements, awards, gear and other military items.
All materials must be associated with a name on the
VVM, a Vietham veteran, or have a direct connection to
the Vietham War experience.



Vietnam Military Service Items




Vietnam Military Service Items
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Protest, Activism, and Advocacy Materials

Protest, Activism, and Advocacy Materials:
Materials in this category include signs, letters and
other types of items that relate to protests, activism,
and and/or advocacy of the Vietnam War or issues
resulting from service in Vietnam including, but not
limited to: Anti-War efforts, Gl Resistance efforts, Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, Prisoners of War (POW),
Missing in Action (MIA), and Agent Orange.



Protest, Activism, and Advocacy Materials
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Protest, Activism, and Advocacy Materials
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Protest, Activism, and Advocacy Materials




Public Tribute Items

Public Tribute Items: This category includes objects
left at the VVM by the general public to honor the
men and women who served in the Vietnam War.
These tributes are generally left by people with no
direct connection to the Vietnam War or a Vietnam
veteran. This is now the vast majority of what is left
at the Memorial. Only a small representative sample
will be retained.



Public Tribute Items
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Public Tribute Items




Architectural Elements

Architectural Elements: \When original
architectural fabric is removed from a historic
structure during a preservation or repair project, a
representative portion is kept. Included in this
category are the mold and casts for the Three
Servicemen statue and test panels of the VVM used
for corrosion studies.



Site History Items

Site History Items: This category includes materials
that relate to the VVM'’s planning, design,
construction and preservation. It also includes
materials that document major singular events that
have occurred there, such as its dedication.



What is not retained for the collection:

Redundant items - when a large quantity of an object type already
exists in the collection, only a representative sample is kept, with
priority given to acquiring the best-preserved examples. The number
of representative samples kept for the collection depends on the
type and size of object.

Mass-produced, impersonal items (patches, fake dog tags, etc.).
ltems left by school or youth groups.

Perishable or biotic items likely to deteriorate.

ltems likely to deteriorate due to inherent vice.

ltems that pose a safety hazard or that contain chemical residue.

Random items with no context such as pencils, shoes, hats, etc. that
appear to have been left by accident.

Objects relating to social or political movements or wars other than
the Vietham War.
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