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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



At their November 2000 meeting, the GGNRA's Citizen's Advisory Committee
proposed rescinding the 1979 Pet Policy without holding public hearings. I voiced an
objection to that action and they agreed to hold public hearings before changing that
policy. (Superintendent O'Neil was at that meeting.)

The negotiated rulemaking I environmental compliance process is improper and
deviates from controlling law to the extent it is set up to create a new policy from
scratch in place of conducting the required public input rulemaking process on
whether to alter the 1979 Pet Policy. Therefore I and like standing individuals object
to the process unless consistent with the following simple three step process.

1. First resolve the key threshold question: Is there is a community
consensus on a need for rulemaking change to alter the current off leash
policy?

2. If so, is there community consensus as to what the change should be?
3. If there is some proposed change! then what scope of environmental

compliance is appropriate for the particular changes?

Absent formal rulemaking change after full public input for a proposed rule as to
altering the 1979 Pet Policy the default policy must remain consistent with the 1979
policy and a substitute rulemaking process is invalid.

Avrum Shepard
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