Remarks on Sites 3-8

Sites 3-8 are all within the boundaries of Area I and are in close proximity to the National Mall
and to existing major memorials. They were appealing for a variety of reasons and were considerad
strong possibilities by the Eisenhower Memorial Commission (EMC). At least one Commissioner
visited each of these sites, and each site was addressed at an EMC meeting. However, these six sites
were deleted (rom further consideration at the March 25, 2004 EMC meecting.

Although these sites are all appropriately prominent for the National Eisenhower Memarial,
they were deemed by the Commission to lack either accessibility or feasibility. Furthermore, the
remaining two sites more fully satisfied the selection criteria,

bl



r Y T . . T - L T Y . T T T Y L .Y

Remarks on Site #3

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #3 (Site #10 in NCPC's Memorials and Museums Master Plan) is located in Constitution
Gardens, west of Constitution Gardens Pond and near the corner of 20" Street and Constitution
Avenue, NW. It is next to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and close to the Lincoln and World War 11
Memorials, The National Eisenhower Memorial's closest thematic link at this site would be the World
War Il Memorial and nearby Lincoln Memorial.

Size and Access:

The site sits in an open park area of aboul 2 acres. Pedestrian access is excellent and the site
lies on a major tourist walkway along the Reflecting Pool and to and from the Vietnam Memorial. The
site is appropriately prominent for the National Eisenhower Memorial. However, the site offers very
little parking and there 1s no Metrorail station near the area.

Reasons for Elimination:

The Commission determined that the site lacked the ready public access desired for the
National Eisenhower Memorial and felt that the site presented a weak thematic context for Eisenhower
as president and commander in chief. In addition, on November 17, 2003, Congress established the
boundaries for the new memorial exclusion zone. the Reserve, and included this site within them. Site
#3 was eliminated from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower Memorial
Commission meeting.
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Site #3

Constitution Gardens
At 20th Street NW
(not to scale)
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Constitution Gardens south of Constitution Avenue, NW Site 10

Location:

Sita Description Summary ; e . |

This site location Is in the western portion of Constitution Gardens, just south of Canstitution Avenue, north of the
Reflecting Pool. and beween the Lincoln Memorial and Washington Monument Grounds wesl of the National Mall.
Although the entire area of Constilution Gardens was considerad for memarial development, Lhe western end is the most
viable location. This site location between the crest of the hill and the west share of the lake is genarally semi-ciroular in
shape, is bounded by the existing paths and the zone of influence of the Vielnam Veterans Memorial to the west The
overall character of the site is open and natural and the site is currently used as passive park and recreation space.

This sile is |ocated within the National Mall Environs and is part of the Monumental Carridors component of the Urban
Design Framework. The site is within a Special Place (West Potomac Park) and is adjacent to a Specal Strest
{Constitution Avenue}. The site location is within walking distance of the Lincoln Reflecting Pool, Rainbow Paol, and sev-
eral smaller memorials, including the 56 Signers Memorial, the Vietnam Women's Memorial, the approved Black
Revolulionary War Patriots Memaorial, and the approved Warld War || Memorial. From the site, prominent views are pos-
sible to the Washington Monument. Because of Constitubon Garden's strategic location along the National Mall exten-
sian, close to various ather significant historic and cultural resources, opportunities exist far developing sevaral impor-
tant and visible memorials in this area.

Economic Conditions ]

The economic benefits of siting a memarial within Constitution Gardens would be diffuse. rather than concentraled in
any specific neighborhood or area. The area around Constitution Gardens 's a combination of institutional and parkland
and offars little opportunity lo accommodate new economic entities or neighborhood development. A memorial would
add to the critical mass of attractions in the National Capital Region and help increase the lenglh of slay for area visita-
tion. However. economic benelits would neither cocur primarily at the site nor would they assist with the creation of new
businesses in revitalizing neighborhoods.

ansportation Conditlons .

The areas sumounding Caonstitution Gardens currenltly attract a large number af visitors. The transportation characteris-
lics surrounding the site appear to favor vehicular access rather than public transportation; however, a large number of
visitors wtilize the Metrorail system lo the Mall area and then walk to sach attraction. In addition, the parking availability
is Imited lo on-street spaces. Since lhere is already a synergy between attractions in the area of Constitulion Gardens.
it is likely that it will be extended to any future memarial on this site. Transportation mode choices will be consislent with
the pattemns currently present in the area. In the future, this site may be near the Circulatar syslem route, which would
greatly improve access (o this location.

eT————— = SRl A s

The topography of lhe site varies from rolling to steep siopes, depending on the direction of approach. The sile features
an open lawn with a few frees near the southem slope, The site's lopsoil, folage, and adjacent lake offer nabitat for anl-
mals. including squirrels, birds, and ducks. Although the site localion receives notse disturbance from airplanes in the
flight palh over lhe Potomac River, Ine site does not suffer from any other adverse air qually characteristics.
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Constitution Gardens south of Constitution Avenue, NW

Jurisdiction:
Federal — National Park Service

One primary memorial and several smaler memacrial sile
opportunities may sxist within Constitution Gardens {to the
north of the Reflecting Pool and between the Lincoin
Memarial and the Washinglon Manument Grounds) A
major site potential is located at the west end of the lake
This site, preliminanly defermined to be batwean the crest
of the hill and the west end of the |ake, is limited by the
"zone of inlluence” of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The
recommended potential primary site should be within two
acres in size and be of limiled height.

Memornal development affords the ability to incorporata
views of federal elemants, such as Constilution Lake and
the Washington Monumenl. Msmoral development that
raspects the zone of Influence and settings of the sur-
rounding memarials can enhance the fnished landscape
of Conslilution Gardens. Memorial developmeant could
incorporale existing Infrastructure and amenities in the
area

The opporiunily exists to reinforce the existing quality of
Constitution Gardens as a finished landscape. The paved
area o the east of the lake, north of the World War I
Mamorial, is not considered to be a fulure memorial site
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1. Potential future memorials sited within Constitution
Gardens must respect the exisling landscape setting of
\West Potomac Park and, more specifically, the informal
landscape character of Constitulion Gardens. Develap-
ment ol ona site ooportunity may praciude another.

2 Many sites, including the primary site, are highly visi-
ble from Constitution Avenue and from various locations
across |he lake. They are also visible from one anothar
A fulure memorial should be of modest height and scale
in arder lo mainlain existing views and view carridors
MNew memaorials should take advanlage of existing
opporunies for enhancing visual connections between
existing and proposed mamorlals

3 Fulure development must respect existing adjaceni
memarials by limiting the number and size of available
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sites and the scale and extenl of memorialrelated
development. The future memorials should reflect
apprapriate  limitations on massing and  haight
Memorials should nol encroach upon or compete with
one another. Memorials should be primarily "green” wilh
paved areas |imited to circulation elements The appor-
tunity exdists to integrate water into the design of the pri-
mary memarial site.

4. Fulure memerials should take advantage of exisling
infragiructure although the pathways and edge of the
lake could be altered at the west end They should inte-
grale exisling circulation elemeants into the design and
incorporate lhe open space, water, and woodlands
amenities currently present in the area. Parking and
vehicular access to these sites s imited to thal which is
currently avaiable.
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Remarks on Site #4

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #4 (Site #18 in NCPC’s Memorials and Museums Master Plan) is located off of
Independence Avenue, SW, south of Ash Road. It lies south of the Reflecting Pool between the World
War I Memorial and the Korean War Veterans Memorial. The World War I1 Memorial is also close to
the site, providing a strong thematic link to Eisenhower’s military legacy. The U.S. Park Police
Stables currently reside there.

Size and Access:

The site sits in a wooded area of 1-2 acres. Pedestrian access is good and the site falls on a
tourist route to and from the Lincoln Memorial. The site is appropriately prominent for the National
Eisenhower Memorial. However, there is little parking in the area, and it is quite far from any
Metrorail station. Also, the wooded nature of the site makes it less accessible to pedestrians than a
maore open site.

Reasons for Elimination:

The site ofTers limiled access. and the stables that currently occupy the site would have to be
relocated. Thematically, the site lacks a contextual link to Eisenhower’s presidential legacy. This site
also lies within the boundaries of the Reserve as established November 17, 2003. Site #4 was
eliminated from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower Memorial Commission
meehng.
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Site #4

South of Ash Road
off Independence Ave. SW
U.S. Park Police Stables |8
(not to scale)




South of Ash Road at the NPS horse stables site, West Polomac Park

This prime opportunity area is located within the National Mall Erwvirons cn Ash Road, just north of Independence
' Avenue The area Is situated between Ihe zones of influence of the Korean War Veterans and D.C. World War |
. Memorials, The site currently is used as the horse stables for Ihe .5, Park Police and is surrounded by apen space and
recreation uses.

Urban Deslgn Conditions _ ;
This site location is consistent with the Monumental Comidor and Waterfront Crescent component of the Urban Design
Framework. The sita is iocaled in close proximity lo numerous memorials and cultural resources. It is strategically local-
v ey ed within Ihe historic context of the Mall. adiacent to Independence Avenue a Special Street. and near the cultural land-
4 scape of West Potomac Park, These strong urban design factors. as well as the sile's location in an area with a strong
symbalic and visual identity, offer the potential for the site to accommodate a significant memariai.

Economic Conditions -
The economic benefits of sidng a memorial near Constitution Gardens woulld ba diffuse, rather than concentrated in any
specific neighbarhood or area. The area around Ash Road is a combination of institutional and parkland uses and offers
' ‘ no opporiunity to accommadate new economic entities or neighborhood development. A memorial would add to the erit-
- ical mass af atractions in the National Capital Region and help increase the length of stay for arsa visitation. However,
sconomic benefits would neither occur primarily at the site nor would they assist with the creation of new businesses in
\ I renitalizing neighborhoods.

Transportation Canditions

This site has limited available public transpcrtation and parking oppertunities. It is located near Independence Avenue,
which is a major vehicular corridor. so il has good regional accessibility. However, there are few parking oppariunities
within a reasonable distance of the site with the exception of limited on-street parking, A potential water fransportation
tock could provide water access within approximately 1 000 feet (which could be connected to the Circulator system at
an Intermodal Station). The Circulator system woud maost likely be routed along Independence Avenus, adjacant to the
site and would provide an excellent public transporiation access route. The area surrounding this site currently accom-
modales a large volume of visitors wha would access this site by foot

Environmental Conditions - iAW ] -

The site location features dense vegetalion surounding s edges, which offers habitat for animal species. There are no
water rescurces immediately adjacent to the site location. The site s not affected by significant noise or air poliution.
Likewise, there s no evidence of previous industrial uses or environmantal corlamination on or near the sie.

(8 Memoriali and Musewms Muster Plan
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South of Ash Road at the NPS horse stables site, West Potomac Park

Jurisdiction: National Park Service

A potential primary site opportunily exists on the current
location of the Mational Park Service (NPS) stables facility
{approximately equidistant between the Korean War
Velerans Memoarial and Ine District of Columbia's World
War | Memorial pavilion) The site setting is less than ons
gcre. Tha site has the polential to accommodate a memo-
rial of limited size and visibility.

The historic context of the Mall, the Special Street slalus of
Indepandence Avenue, and the natural landscape in West
Potomac Park must be preserved in any future redevelop-
ment of this site location for memonal use. Memorial devel-
opment on the sile could support the design abjeclives of
the L'Enfant and McMillan Plans while enhancing the land-
scape of West Potomac Park.

From an access and transportation parspective, a mema-
rial at this location would complement the existing attrac-
tions and add to the existing synergy. In lerms of environ-
mental factors, memorial development would not likely
require grading, filling, or slope stabilization. However,
memaorial devalopment would require the remaval of the
axisting stables and could require various ulility improve-
ments.
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1. The design principles of the historic L'Enfant and
McMillan Plans may be enhanced through the appropri-
ame placement and design of a memorial at this locatian,

2. As the sile is within the histaric context of the Mall and
West Potornac Park. a future memorial should respect
and complement the historic landscape setting.

3. Future memarial development must respect adjacent
memornials. The ralatively small size of the site and ils
proximity (o two other prominent nearby memarnals sug-
gest a memeral of lmited scale and extent with
assumed limitaticns on massing and height. Memorial
davelopment is restricted to an area egquivalent to that of
the adjacent District of Columbia World War | Memaonal.
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4. Consideration should be given o the axial relation-
ship of the site with 20th Street to the north. The memo-
rial might alsa be placed on the axis of the planned to-
be-relocated West Basin Drive (immediately o the west
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial).

5. The future memarial should take advantage of exist-
ing infrastructure. It should respect and preserve the
adjacent existing amenities of parkland and woodiands,
and should integrate exsting circulation elements. The
exisling trees (except for the white pines) should be
incorporated info the mermonal's siting and design,

8. Access to the mamorial site would be limited to that
avalable 1o adjacent sites; no additional parking will be
orovided in the development of this memarial

Memaorials and Musenwms Master Plan



Remarks on Site #5

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #5 (Site #6 in NCPC's Memorials and Museums Master Plan) is located at 23™ Street and
Constitution Avenue, NW, along Rock Creek Parkway and south of the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge. It
is ¢close to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Lincoln Memorial, and the
Vietnam Velerans Memaonial. and 1t lies just north of the National Mall,

Size and Access:

The site sits in an open. natural area with some trees along the outskirts and totaling one quarter
acre to 2 acres. It has decent pedestrian access since it is reasonably close to major existing memorials,
and there is some parking in the area. However, it is not close to any Metrorail stations.

Reasons for Elimination:

This site was secured by the United States Institute of Peace in 2004, and was therefore
unavailable for the National Eisenhower Memorial. This site also lies partially in the Reserve. Site #5
was eliminated from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower Memorial Commission
meeting.
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Site #5

23rd Street,
Constitution Avenue &
Rock Creek Pkwy. NW
(not to scale)




This mulliple site location is along Rock Creek Parkway, northwest of the Lincoln Memarial and in the National Mall envi-
rons. The primary site location is located on the Polomac River Waterfront batween the Theodore Roosevelt and
Aringtan Memorial Bridges. Other potential sites include those located near the Constitution Avenue axis, the
‘belveders” site at the terminus of Constitution Avenue on the Polomac, and a focal poinl site at the northeast lerminus
of the Roosevelt Bridge. The belvedere and parkway drive to the Lincoln Memcrial are part of he design of Memorial
Bridge and the related watergate steps.

Tnls site location is consistent with the Commemoralive Focus Area at the westem edga of the Watarfmnt Crescent ele-
menl of ihe Memorial Framework. The site locatian is situated between the Theodore Roosevell and Arlinglon Memorial
Bridges along Rock Creek Parkway and the Potomac River, It also Is located along both sides of Constitubion Avenue
extended batween the MNational Mall and the Kennedy Center. This location offers sweeping views of the Potomac River
and Lincoln Memarial,

The siles at the eastern terminus of the Roosevell Bridoe offers a primary gateway opportunity, as doas the belvedere
site at the implied western end of the Constitution Avenue axis. The sile's strategic location near many historic, culiur-
al, and environmental rescurces offers the potential for both a major destination memorial and several smaller memori-
al opportunities. Most of Ihese sites should be considered after the Roosevell Bridge approach ramps are reconstruct-
ed in the future. These actions will potentially exlend the alignment of Constitution Avenue to the Potomac River,

Economic Conditions

As parkland and open space, the Potomac River Waterfront sites offer little on-site economic development potential, The
economic value of these sites is to aggregate with other waterfront attractions to create a critical mass of small con-
tributing memeorials to support greater capital area tourism and amanities. Few commercial or residential areas stand o
gain directly by the addition of a sing'e memaorial on the Polomac River Walerfront sites.

The lranspcrtailm mu-das that waould facilitate access to and from this sile are passenger vehicles, the water trans-
partation system, and the Circulator system. Parking is limited 10 on-street spaces. In order to encourage use of the
water transportation system, wayfinding signs should be provided between the dock and the site. With lIimited padestri-
an and parking facilities in the vicinity, lhe site may be suilable for a smaller, non-destination memorial, With potential
future redesigned circulation systems, the acocess system for the site could be mproved to accommodale a moderate
scale mamorial,

The site iocalion s a combination of an open, nalural land araa and roadway network. Sp-e{:lfcally the rolling lawns and
tree groves along the Potomac River Waterfront merges wilh he roadway network of Ihe Rock Creek Parkway and the
Theodore Roosevelt Bridge, The Iraffic associated with this roadway creates some environmental impacts on the sile,

I . in the form of noise, noxious fumes, and adverse air quality.
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Potomac River Waterfront on Rock Creek Parkway, south of the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge

Site 6

Jurisdiction: Federal — National Park Service

This location includes both current and future site opportu-
nites of varying size in and around the Theodore
Rocsevelt Bridge ramps, induding the existing "belveders”
at the wvisual terminus of Consbilution Avenue at the
Polomac River. The area around these sites includes
developed parkland and informal multi-purpose recraation-
al uses. Memorial site opportunities approximate 4 acre;
the belvedare site is less than "4 acre. Due to close prox-
imity of potential sites, the development of one site may
preciude the future development of other adjoining sites.

Memarial development offers the potential lo enhance this
gateway entrance into the L'Enfant City from the Rocsevalt
Bridge, while respecting the zone of influence arcund the
Lincoln Memoral. Development should enhance the sur-
rounding natural and historic leatures and incorporate
existing recreation areas. Development should also incar-
porale existing long-distance views across the Potomac
River, as well as offer public access from the waler lo the
site, possibly as a future water taxi stop. Depending on the
specific placement, memorial development could necessi-
tate limited gradingffilling operations and utility improve-
ments on the sites. If the siles were o be developed as
destination memorials, a pedestrian crossing across the
Rock Creek Parkway and an adegquate sidewalk system
would be necessary,

The Wew above depizts o varlage pow! fcoking norfheas! from Memaral
Eridge fo the Lincowr Memons! and the Ruck Creek Pankway. Mermonial /e
apoortunifies exist atong the Rock Creek Fakway, as wail as at the
hevedsre sife, imwmedimsly wes! of e area deosed

Mmror focal paimnt ety
memorial site apporfuty

Heck Creex Paroway
memarial site opparinities

Lang dismnce
viewnviatng

1. The existing belvedera is an appropriate site for
memorial statuary or a sculplural element, such as a
major fountain. Other fulure sites might accommodate a
major landscape solution and, on one site, a possible
memorial or museum building, as suggested in Legacy.
Thase sites offer significant waterfront oppartunities,
Memaorizl design should preserve the passive and infor-
mal gualitizs of the waterfrant, the open wslas across
the Potomac River lo Virginia and, the natural environ-
ment of Rock Creek and West Polomac Parks

2. Memarial design and development should nol com-
promize the public's use of parkland and cpen space,
eliminate multi-purpose recreational fislds, or encroach
upon or compete with the Lincoln or Yiemam Vetarans
Memorials. A fulure memorial presents the apporiunity
lo identify the gateway enfrance from the Theodore
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Roosevell Bridge to the L'Enfant City and the
Maorumental Core,

3. Memeria's should provide civic enhancement and
complement the character of the waterfront parkland
and Rock Creek Parkway. Walerfront memorials provide
visias across the river. Memorals here would take
advantage of the water taxi at the Kennedy Center,
Memorials should incorporale pedestrian-oriented
amenities for casual gathering, as well as opportunities
for viewing from nearby roadways, There are existing
oppartunities for pedestrian amenities and limited senv-
icas far tourists al this end of West Potomac Park,

4. Exsling buildings in this vicinity including the Maval

Observatory, might provide opportunities for related
educational or museum facilities.
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Remarks on Site #6

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #6 15 located on Capitol Hill at the intersection of Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues
and 1% and 3" Streets, NW. It lies just north of the Capitol Reflecting Pool and east of the National
Gallery of Art’s East Gallery. Two other presidential memorials lie in the same area at the foot of
Capitol Hill, one to President Grant and one to President Garfield.

Size and Access:

The site sits in an open park area with few trees and totals 2-3 acres. It can be easily accessed
by pedestrians walking to and from the Capitol. It is somewhat close to two Metrorail stations, but is
maccessible to automobiles. The site is very prominent and is a link between the National Mall and
the Capitol.

Reasons for Elimination:

However, the Commission leamed that there is a moratorium on erecting memorials on Capitol
Hill, and this site is under the jurisdiction of Congress and the Architect of the Capitol. These
restrictions create special difficulties in obtaining approval for the site, and could contribute to making
it controversial. Site #6 was eliminated from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower
Memorial Commission meeting.



Site #6
Pennsylvania &
Constitution Aves.
I st & 3rd Sts. NW

(not to scale)
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Remarks on Site #7

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #7 is located at the northwest corner of Constitution Gardens, at 17" Street and
Constitution Avenue, NW. It is a part of the National Mall and lies just north of the World War [1
Memonal and across the Pond from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. It also lies in close proximity to
the Ellipse and the White House.

Size and Access:

This site sits in a partially wooded area and offers 1-1.35 acres ol usable space. [t can be casily
accessed by pedestnans walking along the Mall, but is not close to any Metrorail stations or parking
areas. The site is quite prominent and has been considered as a prime choice for other memorials.
Reasons for Elimination:

The EMC was advised by the Commission on Fine Arts (CFA) that this site is not considered a

future memorial site, and lies in the Reserve as defined by Congress in 2003, Site #7 was eliminated
from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower Memorial Commission meeting.
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Remarks on Site #8

Location and Thematic Strengths:

Site #8 15 located at the northwest entrance of Inlet Bridge on West Potomac Park. off of Ohio
Drive, SW. It lies across the bridge from the Jefferson Memorial and in close proximity to the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial. The Lincoln Memorial. the Washington Monument, the Capitol
Dome, and the Pentagon are all within view of the site.

Size and Access:

The site sits on the Tidal Basin and Potomac River and is a spacious, open area of
approximately 2 acres. It can be accessed by automobile, or on foot, and is along a major tourist route.
The closest Metrorail stations are at Foggy Bottom or Smithsonian, both of which are far from the site.
Reasons for Elimination:

The site 1s a long walk from the National Mall, and is not close to any Metrorail station. The
Commission determined that the site lacked the public access desired for the National Eisenhower

Memorial. Site #8 was eliminated from further consideration at the March 25, 2004 Eisenhower
Memorial Commission meeting.
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Site #8

Inlet Bridge

West Potomac Park, SW
(not to scale)
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