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Presentation Overview 

 Wilderness Restoration Program 

background 

 How it protects archeological 

resources 

 Program results 



Wilderness Restoration Program 

 4.2 million visitors to Yosemite (2015) 

 60,000 individuals spent at least 1 night in 

Yosemite Wilderness (2015) 

 Unusually high risk for cultural resource impact 



Wilderness Restoration Program 

 Long-term (began in 1987) 

 Mitigates human-induced change in Wilderness 

 Involves ground disturbance (digging, soil 

decompaction, etc.) 

 



Archeological Compliance 

 NHPA Section 106 and 110 compliance 

 Longest running collaborative program 

 Most productive archeological program 

 

 



 Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

 Archeological Education 

 Fieldwork 

 Data Analysis 

Reduce/Eliminate Potential Effects 
(Methods) 



Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

 Planning 

 Scheduling 

 Data Sharing 



Archeological Education 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Pedestrian Survey 

 Site Inventory 

 Condition Assessments 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Bedrock Mortars 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Rock Shelters 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Rock Circles 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Obsidian Material 



Archeological Fieldwork 

 Condition Assessments 



Program Results 

106,600 acres surveyed 



Program Results 

106,600 acres surveyed 

 71,500 in Wilderness 

 22,000 as part of WRP 

(31%) 



Predictive Model 

  
Area 

(m2) 

Survey 

(m2) 

Survey 

(%) 

Entire 

Wilderness 
704,556 71,493 10 

Low 

probability 
246,073 44,296 18 

Medium 

probability 
153,846 33,322 22 

High 

probability 
76,262 20,000 26 

Based on the  

Yosemite Archeological Site Predictive Model 



Program Results 

>2,100 sites documented 

 1,400 in Wilderness 

 710 as part of WRP  

 (51%) 



Summary 

Wilderness Restoration Program 

 Provides baseline data 

 Fulfills requirement for site inventory 

and preservation 

 Increases understanding of Wilderness 

character 

 Long-term study 
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