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Yosemite National Park 



High & Moderate Use Trails Sampled 

 Chilnualna Falls 

 White Wolf 

 Sentinel Dome/Taft Pt 

 Upper Yosemite Falls 

 Four Mile Trail 

 Ten Lakes 

 Porcupine Creek 

 Sunrise Lakes 

 

 May Lake 

 Glen Aulin 

 Lembert Dome 

 Dog Lake 

 Lyell Canyon 

 Cathedral Lakes 

 Elizabeth Lake 

 Mono Pass/Parker Pass 

 



Low Use Trails Sampled 

 Alder Creek 

 Aspen Valley 

 Illilouette Creek 

 Lukens Lake 

 McGurk Meadow 

 Mono Meadow 

 Murphy Creek 

 Old Big Oak Flat Rd 

 Olmsted Point 

 

 Ostrander Lake 

 Pate Valley 

 Pohono 

 Smith Meadow 

 Snow Creek 

 South Fork of the 

Tuolumne 

 Tamarack Creek 

 West Fall Meadow 

 



Wilderness Visitor Survey 

 Sample Size (53-66% Response Rate) 

 771 Day visitors 

 430 Overnight (on-site) + 594 Overnight (mail) 

 44 DNC stock trip; 12 private stock trip 

 



Demographics of Respondents 

 58% Day and 70% Overnight were male 

 Highly educated 

 Average age 40 

 Predominately White 

 47% Day and 70% Overnight were from CA 

 26% Day and 4% Overnight non-USA 



Wilderness Activities 

Day (n=766) 
Overnight 

(n=1014) 

  -------------------Percent------------------- 

Hiking on trails 94.8 98.4 

Wildlife viewing 32.4 48.9 

Swimming, water play 17.4 52.0 

Hiking in a trailless area 6.5 29.7 

Speed hiking 5.0 9.0 

Non-technical climbing 4.8 17.0 

Trail running 4.0 2.7 

Fishing 2.2 17.5 

Technical climbing 1.8 1.7 

Other 4.2 7.3 



How “Crowded” did hikers feel? 



Camped Within Sight and Sound 



Crowding Perception at Campsites 



Displacement 

Day  

(n=769) 

Overnight 

(n=1013) 

Type of displacement: -------Percent------- 

Visit earlier or later in the season to avoid seeing 

other people 
38.4 55.5 

Visit on weekdays to avoid weekend crowds 49.8 66.2 

Go to trails that are less crowded 56.1 77.8 

Avoid attractions that are crowded 55.6 79.0 



How many stock groups were seen? 



Percent who noticed impacts - Day 

Types of Impacts 
Resource 
Managerial 
Stock-related 
Non-stock conflict 
 



Percent who noticed impacts - Overnight 

Types of Impacts 
Resource 
Managerial 
Stock-related 
Non-stock conflict 
 



Support for Management Actions 

****Cautionary note: Some of these have percentages that add up to >100%, which 
we don’t fully understand.   



Preferences for Solitude Management 
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