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Visitor Use and Experience

VISITOR USE AND EXPERIENCE

GUIDING POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

NPS Management Policies 2006 (NPS 2006a, Section 8.2) state that the enjoyment of park resources and
values by the people of the United States is part of the fundamental purpose of all parks and that the NPS
is committed to providing appropriate, high-quality opportunities for visitors to enjoy the parks. Because
many forms of recreation do not require a national park setting and may even be more appropriate to other
venues, the NPS will seek to:

e provide opportunities for forms of enjoyment that are uniquely suited and appropriate to
the superlative natural and cultural resources found in a particular unit; and

e defer to local, state, and other federal agencies; private industry; and non-governmental
organizations to meet the broader spectrum of recreational needs and demands that are
not dependent on a national park setting (NPS 2006a, Section 8.2).

The NPS may allow other visitor uses that do not meet all the above criteria if they are appropriate to the
purpose for which the park was established and if those uses can be sustained without causing
unacceptable impacts on park resources or values.

Part of the purpose of a park is to offer opportunities for recreation, education, inspiration, and enjoyment.
A park’s significance lies in the resources that visitors enjoy. One of the NPS mission goals for visitor
satisfaction and understanding at all park units is to ensure that “visitors safely enjoy and are satisfied
with the availability, accessibility, diversity, and quality of park facilities, services, and appropriate
recreational opportunities (NPS 2000c, 12, 22).” This goal focuses on maintaining high visitor
satisfaction by means of appropriate and safe recreational opportunities and experiences.

STUDY AREA

The geographic study area for visitor use is the GGNRA sites under consideration in this final plan/EIS,
as well as nearby dog walking areas (outside of GGNRA) that could be impacted by dog management
resulting from this plan. The 22 individual sites within GGNRA addressed by this final plan/EIS are
described in detail in chapter 3.

DURATION OF IMPACT

Duration describes the length of time an effect would occur, either short term or long term. Long-term
impacts to visitor use and experience are described as those persisting for the life of the plan/EIS (the next
20 years). After the implementation of the plan, a period of public education would occur to implement
the proposed action followed by a period testing the monitoring-based management program. During
these periods, short-term impacts on visitor use and experience would occur, regardless of the alternative
chosen and would be similar to the current conditions. Initially there may be some confusion regarding
the new regulations at each of the sites and some visitors may reject the new regulation. Following the
education period, monitoring for noncompliance and resource impacts would begin and it is expected that
compliance with the dog walking regulations and associated adverse impacts would improve gradually
and the impacts on visitor use and experience would then become long term, as described below for each
alternative.
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ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this visitor use and experience impact analysis was to determine if the activities proposed
among the alternatives are compatible with or in conflict with the purpose of the park, its visitor
experience goals, and the direction provided by NPS Management Policies 2006 (NPS 2006a,

Section 8.2). Thus, these policies and goals were integrated into the impact thresholds.

Visitor use and experience can be measured by the indicator visitor satisfaction. Visitor satisfaction is
measured by visitor satisfaction surveys distributed at various sites throughout the park. The potential for
change in visitor experience was evaluated by identifying projected increases or decreases in on-leash and
voice control dog walking and other visitor uses per alternative, and determining whether these projected
changes would affect the desired visitor experience and result in greater safety concerns or additional user
conflicts.

The impact analysis for visitor use and experience was based on “on-the-ground dog walking conditions”
as it is the actual, existing use that provides information on impacts on park resources. The description of
current conditions was drawn from visitor use information and visitor incidents related to dog activities at
each site. Visitor incidents are based on recent law enforcement data presented in chapter 3, tables
12a-29a (208 through 2011) and tables 12b—29b and 30 (2012 through 2016), which include leash law
violations and warnings, citations, and reports taken on dog bites/attacks, dog rescues, and pet waste
removal violations. The results of the 2002 Northern Arizona University telephone survey of residents in
Marin County, San Mateo County, San Francisco County, and Alameda County (NAU 2002b), results of
the recent GGNRA Dog Walking Satisfaction Visitor Study (NPS 2012a), and best professional judgment
of park staff were also factored into the impact analysis.

The quality of urban areas is evaluated as part of Visitor Use and Experience. The analysis evaluates
impacts for different groups of visitors, in recognition of the fact that different visitors enjoy different
experiences. The evaluation of visitor experience includes the importance of the GGNRA areas to urban
residents, recognizing the limited areas available. In addition, the analysis of impacts to adjacent areas
outside of GGNRA from visitors walking dogs further considers urban quality.

IMPACT THRESHOLDS

Visitor Use and Experience impacts were determined by examining the potential effects of dog walking
activities on the visitor’s experience within a park site. The intensity of each adverse impact is judged as
having a minor, moderate, or major effect. A beneficial impact would be a positive change to visitor
experience. Negligible impacts are neither adverse nor beneficial, nor long-term or short-term. No
impacts to visitor use and experience may also be applicable for some alternatives and sites if dogs are
prohibited. The following impact thresholds were established to describe the relative changes in visitor
use and visitor experience under the various alternatives being considered:

Beneficial A beneficial impact would be a positive change to a visitor use or experience at
a park site. Individuals participating in that use or experience in other local or
regional areas could return to or begin using the park due to the markedly
improved visitor experience as a result of implemented dog management. A
beneficial impact is a beneficial change from the current condition and is a
relative indicator of progress compared to the no-action alternative.
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Negligible Visitors would be unaware of impacts associated with proposed changes. There
would be no noticeable change in visitor use and experience or in any defined
indicators of visitor satisfaction or behavior. Defined indicators that may
impact visitor satisfaction include greater safety concerns, additional user
conflicts, and additional dog-related incidents such as dog bites or dogs
chasing or jumping on visitors.

Adverse Minor. Changes in visitor use and experience would be slight and detectable,
but would not appreciably limit or enhance any critical characteristics of the
visitor experience. Critical characteristics of the visitor experience include
overall visitor satisfaction, visitor safety, and recreation opportunities. Other
park areas would remain available for similar visitor uses and experiences.
Visitor satisfaction would remain stable.

Moderate. A few critical characteristics of the existing visitor experience
would decrease. The number of visitors engaging in a specific use would be
altered, resulting in a noticeable change in visitor satisfaction. Other park areas
would remain available for similar visitor uses and experiences; however,
some visitors participating in that use or experience might be required to
pursue their choice in other available local or regional areas.

Major. Multiple critical characteristics of the existing visitor experience would
deteriorate, or become unavailable and/or the number of visitors engaging in a
use would be greatly altered, resulting in a noticeable change in visitor
satisfaction. A limited number of park areas would be available for similar
visitor uses and experiences; thus, large numbers of visitors participating in
that use or visitor experience would be required to pursue their choice in other
available local or regional areas.

User Groups

This impact analysis of visitor use and experience is based on three GGNRA user groups: visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs on GGNRA lands, visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking on
GGNRA lands, and visitors who do not have a preference regarding dog walking in GGNRA.

Visitors Who Would Prefer to Walk Dogs in GGNRA

Park visitors with dogs typically use GGNRA for dog walking because of the leash laws in the
surrounding areas, where off-leash dog walking experiences are limited or prohibited, and because they
prefer to visit areas with access to beaches and the shoreline. During the public comment period for the
draft plan/EIS, the public noted the importance of off-leash dog walking within GGNRA. One commenter
stated “With off-leash areas dwindling everywhere, I have to come all the way from Oakland for beach
access and good walking paths for my dog and I both to exercise” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 200).
Another stated, “GGNRA parks are one of the few open areas that dog owners can let their dogs off their
leash, ensuring an active lifestyle for the animal” (NPS 201 1a, Correspondence 726). Other commenters
stated the importance of off-leash dog walking areas for their dogs, “Off leash allowance encourages
proper training and socialization of dogs. It affords greater physical and emotional health of dogs and
their owners. And it therefore contributes to a better overall society” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 222).
Many commenters noted that they had never had an incident with dog owners or other users of the park,
or seen altercations between humans and dogs. Visitors had not experienced issues with dogs entering
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restricted areas, or disturbing vegetation or wildlife. Commenters stated that all the user groups were able
to utilize the space harmoniously, and many visitors felt dog owners improved the parks. The park also
received many comments concerning off-leash dog walking when the GGNRA Advance Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) was published in the Federal Register. Of the 8,580 comments received,
71 percent of the comments supported some form of off-leash dog walking in the park. Like the
comments received on the draft plan/EIS, commenters stated that off-leash dog walking provided exercise
and sociability benefits for dogs and their owners (NAU 2002a, 4).

In a review of dog regulations and issues affecting beaches in California, dog advocates point out the
benefits of off-leash dog walking, including the following from Foster (2006, 1; 27):

e Off-leash play is essential to the well-being of dogs.
e Regular off-leash play makes for healthy, well-adjusted dogs.

e [t burns up pent-up energy, builds confidence, improves a dog’s social skills and helps prevent
aggression.

e Off-leash recreation also benefits communities (as described in the remaining items in this list) in
addition to dog owners and their dogs.

o Well-socialized and exercised dogs are less aggressive and are less likely to create a public
nuisance.

e Designating off-leash space for dogs reduces the likelihood that dogs will be let loose in other
areas where they could bother or infringe on the rights of other park users.

e Off-leash areas promote exercise for dog owners.

e An off-leash area functions as a social center as it provides a public space and opportunity for dog
owners to meet, share information, and form community bonds.

e Off-leash areas also promote responsible dog ownership such as cleaning up after a dog and
controlling behavior.

During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, some commenters stated that they would be
unable to provide their dogs the necessary exercise on-leash. Dogs off-leash are able to run much more,
and if they were on-leash they would be restricted to the fitness abilities of their walker. One commenter
stated, “Dogs need to exercise and just cannot get enough exercise on a leash. I can walk or run with my
dog 6-8 miles a day and it is not enough for him. When he is off the leash, he can chase a ball, run around
with other dogs (good for socialization), and run circles around me. So if | walk 6-8 miles he is getting at
least twice that from running around me. GGNRA voice control areas allow dogs and their owners to
exercise together” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence, 2910).

Twenty-eight percent of the respondents to the Northern Arizona University 2002 telephone survey were
dog owners or dog caregivers (NAU 2002b, 16). Of these dog owners/caregivers, 50 percent of the
residents have walked their dogs in GGNRA; a larger portion of dog-owning respondents living in San
Francisco (75 percent) and Marin counties (69 percent) have taken dogs to GGNRA sites as compared to
dog owners living in San Mateo (44 percent) or Alameda counties (29 percent) (NAU 2002b, 17). Among
these visitors, one out of five dog walkers visited the park daily or weekly to walk dogs. Approximately
27 percent of all people surveyed (dog owners and non—dog owners) stated that seeing an off-leash dog
added positively to their visitor experience (NAU 2002b, 17). A total of 21 percent of all people surveyed
support allowing off-leash dog walking on trails used by other user groups. Some of the respondents
stated that they enjoy playing with other visitors’ dogs and that dogs add to the park’s visual aesthetic
experience (NAU 2002b, 19). During the public comment period, one commenter noted “I'm not a dog
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owner, nor lover, but I LIKE the dogs running around Crissy Field and the East Beach, Presidio. The
owner's are responsible, clean up is diligent” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 301). During the recent
GGNRA Dog Walking Satisfaction Visitor Study (NPS 2012a), when asked if visitors would be satisfied if
dogs off-leash were not allowed at the park, 653 respondents (97 percent) indicated that would not be
satisfied or slightly satisfied. Only 21 respondents (3 percent) indicated they would be moderately
satisfied to completely satisfied (NPS 2012a, 17). When asked if visitors would be satisfied if both on and
off-leash dog walking were reduced at the park, 657 respondents (98 percent) would not be satisfied or
slightly satisfied. Only 15 respondents (2 percent) indicated that they would be moderately satisfied to
completely satisfied (NPS 2012a, 22).

Elderly and handicapped visitors find it difficult to walk their dogs on-leash; therefore the availability of
off-leash dog areas is important to these visitors. In addition, some visitors find it difficult to walk in the
sand, so the availability of off-leash dog walking areas with compacted surfaces is important to this user
group. During the public review period of the draft plan/EIS, commenters stated, “For those with
disabilities, pregnant, with young children, or elderly, it is often difficult to walk, even a very well trained
dog, on leash for great distances” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 39). Elderly visitors also find enjoyment
in watching other visitor’s dogs run and interact. As one commenter noted, “I know a number of senior
citizens that go there [Fort Funston] specifically to interact with people and their dogs, it is the only joy in
life they have” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1752). If funding is available, the park would explore
options that would allow improved access for disabled and elderly visitors to VSCAs, such as beach mats
or improved trail surfaces. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted a Community
Attitude and Interest Survey in May and June 2004 to establish priorities for the future development of
recreation and park facilities, programs, and services within the community (SFRPD 2004). Key
recreation issues were identified by the community as part of the survey. From a list of 19 recreation
facilities, respondents were asked to indicate which facilities a member of their household has a need for.
Approximately 25 percent of the respondents indicated a need for DPAs, referred to as DPAs.
Respondents were then asked to select the four most important recreation opportunities out of a total of
19; DPAs were selected as one of the most important by 14 percent of respondents, placing DPAs as ninth
on the list of nineteen opportunities. Respondents were asked to select the activities that they currently
participate in (from a list of 26 programs or activities available to the public). Twenty percent of
respondents currently participate in dog walking and 8 percent of respondents stated that they would
participate in dog walking if more opportunities were available (SFRPD 2004, 13-15).

Visitors Who Would Prefer Not to Have Dog Walking in GGNRA

Picnickers, beachgoers, walkers, joggers, bicyclists, horseback riders, wildlife watchers, and those
seeking a quiet and natural experience at the park could be affected by running and barking dogs. When a
large group of people and dogs are placed together, the situation can lead to confrontation between a dog
and an adult, child, or another dog. The Deputy Director of Park Operations for California State Parks
observed dogs being a potential threat to visitors, park staff, and other dogs, when not on a leash (Foster
2006, 32). While many people enjoy the companionship of their dogs, many other park visitors complain
that their experience is negatively impacted by dogs (Foster 2006, 32). Often visitors who are not familiar
with dogs or who have had unpleasant experiences with dogs are easily intimidated by dogs. During the
public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, commenters stated, “The sight of a large off-leash dog
bounding toward me is truly scary. I like dogs and I have owned dogs, but with a strange dog I do not
know what to expect and fear being knocked down or worse” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 306), and “I
like dogs, but when I see dogs and packs of dogs running together, perhaps towards me, I become
anxious. I believe that domestic animals should be kept on leash or tether unless on their owner's fenced
property” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 333).
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Visitors who are elderly, handicapped, have physical issues (e.g., joint replacements), or who have small
children may be intimidated by dogs within the park, based upon public comments received on the draft
plan/EIS. Dogs that jump on people can be unpleasant, frightening, or dangerous to children and the
elderly. One commenter noted, “As a parent of a young child I am frequently upset that the freedom of
myself and my child to enjoy the recreation areas is marred by my child's natural fear of unknown dogs
that are often larger than he is. Dogs on leash are intimidating enough when their human companions may
not be fully attentive to the dogs' reach at all times, and cannot stop the growling and barking which is
inevitably a part of the nature of many dogs, but dogs off leash are a great concern to me in terms of
worrying about my child's safety, and force me to have to regularly actively and defensively manage the
distance between us, be on constant watch for approaching dogs, and to insert myself physically between
dogs and my child” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2076). Elderly and handicapped visitors who have
difficulty walking are especially vulnerable to dogs, as noted in a public comment received on the draft
plan/EIS, “My husband is disabled and it is important that he walks. He needs a cane because he is
unstable and is easily caused to fall. He fell in the park because a dog ran up to him and jostled his cane.
Luckily he was on a soft surface and suffered no fractures. However, in a slightly different location the
outcome would have been much worse. He no longer goes to the park for this reason” (NPS 201 1a,
Correspondence 1273). Another commenter stated, “I strongly oppose any dogs in the GGNRA. In this, I
am supported by many others; seniors like myself, disabled people, blind people, many of whom have
refrained from using the GGNRA where irresponsible dog owners refuse (and most often are not able) to
control their dogs. Dogs are a huge liability. You cannot share spaces with them; they run all over
everything -- including you -- they bark, whine, yap, thus destroying the beautiful sounds of nature with
their angry, hostile noise. They urinate and defecate everywhere. Some of them are vicious, and attack
people and other animals at will. Even the leashed ones befoul any area they are in” (NPS 201 1a,
Correspondence 2161). Commenters also noted that dog owners who are unfriendly or belligerent with
other visitors, and/or do not have their dogs under true voice control undermine the experience of other
visitors to the park, who do not like listening to dog owners yelling to control their dogs. In public
comments on the draft plan/EIS, some commenters noted that dog owners were rude when asked to leash
their dogs, pick up waste, or leave restricted areas, and that when incidents occurred, dog owners often
blamed the other visitor.

Dogs off leash have the potential to interfere with other visitor activities by barking, knocking over
visitors, jJumping on visitors, tripping visitors, urinating near visitors, or wandering onto picnic blankets,
or by biting visitors, horses, or other dogs. Excessive barking and dog owners yelling to their dogs can
disrupt the soundscape of the park, especially for areas in Marin and San Mateo county where the areas
have fewer visitors and visitors anticipate a calm, serene experience when they visit. During the public
comment period for the draft plan/EIS, commenters noted that the sounds of dogs barking negatively
affect their visitor experience, particularly for those who were seeking natural sounds, and did not want to
hear dogs or noises associated with dogs. These feelings were reflected in the following statement from
commenters: “the experience at the park is compromised when dogs are present” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 245). “I am a frequent hiker who find dogs sniffing at me, barking at me, licking me all
extremely noxious” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2268). Visitors recognize that dogs need areas to run
and play; however, visitors feel that dog owners are not in control of their pets. One commenter noted, “I
can appreciate that dog lovers might want their animals to run free BUT many do not and will not control
their animals. There are many urban areas for these pets. I do not want to be bothered by other peoples
pets and I do not want to see wildlife harassed by them. There is absolutely no reason for dogs to go free
in these wildlife rich areas” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2566). Also visitors find dog waste to be
offensive “...dogs detract from experiences in nature as their owners don't always pick up their waste and
when they are off leash, they could be especially disruptive” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2057). During
the GGNRA Dog Walking Satisfaction Visitor Study (NPS 2012a), when non dog walkers were asked if
they would be satisfied if dogs were allowed at their favorite sites at the park, 125 respondents (60
percent) indicated that would not be satisfied or slightly satisfied. A total of 85 (40 percent) respondents
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indicated they would be moderately satisfied to completely satisfied (NPS 2012a, 31). One issue
identified in the 2004 San Francisco Recreation and Park Department’s Community Attitude and Interest
Survey was that the maintenance of sports fields does not meet the community’s expectation due to over
use and abuse from dogs (SFRPD 2004, 30).

A survey was conducted in Austria to explore social conditions related to displacement as a result of
different types of users and situations from a popular trail in an urban forest recreation area in Vienna
(Arnberger 2007). The trail scenarios were depicted as digital images that displayed combinations of
levels of crowding with different mixes of user types, group sizes, compliance behavior, direction of
movement, and placement within the image. Potentially unwanted behavior was included by displaying
unleashed dogs and groups walking, jogging, or cycling side by side. Dogs were depicted as either dogs
on leash, dogs off leash, or no dogs. Intended displacement was measured by interviewing visitors. A
total of 237 visitors agreed to complete the 15-minute survey out of the 629 visitors that were asked. The
majority of visitors interviewed were walkers (63 percent) and dog walkers (25 percent). Reasons for
interview refusal introduced systematic biases because bicyclists and joggers were less likely to stop and
interview when compared to walkers. This resulted in walkers with and without dogs to be over-
represented in the sample compared to actual numbers (Arnberger 2007, 348). A recreational scenario
with no dogs depicted resulted in the highest positive intercept while a recreational scenario depicting
dogs off-leash resulted in the worst attribute level. Situations with no dogs enticed respondents to
continue using the trail, while leashed dogs were regarded as neither contributing to displacement nor
keeping users on the trail. Situations with off-leash dogs contributed to displacement of trail users because
dogs are not always under control (Arnberger 2007, 349-359). Although this survey was conducted in
Austria, it provides useful information regarding visitor use and perception of dogs at recreational
settings.

A survey was conducted at 16 locations managed by the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks
in 2006 to evaluate visitor tolerances for 11 off-leash dog behaviors identified as causing potential
conflict between visitors. The behaviors included: dogs jumping on, pawing, licking, and sniffing a
visitor; dogs approaching uninvited; owners not picking up dog waste; dogs causing wildlife to flee; dogs
flushing wildlife; owners repeatedly calling their dog; dogs off trail; and dog “play” such as chasing
another dog. For each of the behaviors, respondents indicated the frequency of observing the behavior,
their acceptability ratings of the behavior, and their maximum tolerances for a behavior. All behaviors
were thought to be a slight to extreme problem. The most problematic behaviors included dog owners not
picking up after their dog; dogs causing wildlife to flee; dogs jumping on a visitor; dogs pawing a visitor;
and dogs flushing birds. Nearly half of the respondents rated “dogs off trail” and dog “play” as
problematic to some extent (Vaske and Donelly 2007).

In a random telephone survey conducted in 2002 by Northern Arizona University in counties surrounding
GGNRA (Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Alameda counties), two questions were asked to obtain
input on dog walking regulations in GGNRA (NAU 2002b). The first question asked whether people
supported or opposed allowing off-leash dog walking in GGNRA sites. The majority of the people in the
four-county area (53 percent) opposed off-leash dog walking and 40 percent supported off-leash dog
walking. Majorities of people in all demographic subsets except for dog owners said they opposed oft-
leash dog walking in GGNRA sites. The second question framed the issue of dog walking regulations
within the context of the GGNRA mission. The second question stated, “The mission of GGNRA is the
preservation, unimpaired, of the natural and cultural resources and scenic recreation values of the park for
present and future generations to enjoy. Knowing this, do you support or oppose allowing off-leash dog
walking in GGNRA sites?” After hearing the mission statement, 58 percent of respondents in the four-
county area opposed off-leash dog walking and 36 percent supported off-leash dog walking (NAU 2002b,
34). More specifically, of those not strongly opposed to off-leash dog walking in the park, 56 percent of
all survey respondents opposed allowing off-leash dog walking on trails used by multiple user groups,
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such as hikers, cyclists, and horseback riders (NAU, 2002b, 49). During the GGNRA APNR process,
individuals stated that off-leash dog walking should not be allowed within the park because it is
inconsistent with the NPS established laws and policies (NPS 2006c, 46). Additional input originated
during the GGNRA ANPR process, when 13 percent of the 8,580 comments received in the GGNRA
ANPR cited feelings of discomfort around or fear of off-leash dogs and expressed the opinion that off-
leash dogs were dangerous to children. A similar percentage also stated that dogs in general make the
park unsafe for visitors (NAU 2002a, 10).

Visitors Who Do Not Have a Preference about Dog Walking in GGNRA

Some park visitors do not have a preference regarding whether dogs are on leash, under voice control, or
present in the park. There would be no impact on the visitor experience of those who have no preference
regarding dogs in a park site. This user group would continue to use the sites throughout GGNRA
regardless of whether dogs are present either on leash or under voice control. More than half of the
visitors included in the telephone survey conducted by Northern Arizona University (801 visitors or 52
percent) had seen a dog allowed off leash by another visitor in a GGNRA site (NAU 2002b). Of these 801
people, 27 percent (or 217) reported that off-leash dogs added to their experience and 22 percent (or 174)
stated dogs off leash detracted from their experience. Of the 801 people who observed dogs off leash, 49
percent (or 393), reported that off-leash dogs had no impact on their experience (NAU 2002b, 17).
Because this user group does not have a preference about dog walking in GGNRA, effects resulting from
the implementation of a dog management plan on visitor experience for this user group at GGNRA is not
included in the analysis.

IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE MONITORING-BASED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The monitoring-based management program has been designed to encourage compliance with sections of
the CFR applicable to dog management, and ensure protection of park resources, visitors, and staff. All
areas open to dog walking, including VSCAs, would be subject to the monitoring-based management
program. It will provide the framework for monitoring and recording observed noncompliance with the
applicable sections of the CFR, including the new 36 CFR Part 7 special regulation, and will guide use of
park resources to address those violations. Noncompliance with federal regulations related to dog
management will be met with a range of management responses. It will also monitor for impacts to
natural and cultural resources through monitoring of CFR violations, including behaviors that meet the
definition of an uncontrolled or unattended dog, dogs in prohibited areas, and off-leash dogs in areas
where leashes, or being crated or confined in a carrier, are required.

Primary management responses will be implemented when the level of compliance is approaching an
unacceptable level based on the number or type of violations and/or impacts to resources and/or other
visitors. Primary management responses may include focused enforcement of regulations, proposed fine
increases, increased outreach and education, a specific training certification program with dog tags for
anyone walking or bringing off-leash dogs into the park, time of use restrictions, establishment of buffer
zones, fencing, barriers or separations and special use permit (SUP) restrictions. Focused enforcement of
regulations, establishment of buffer zones, fencing, and barriers or separations would have negligible
impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Although areas may be more heavily
enforced, the amount of area available to dog walkers would remain the same. An increase in outreach
and education including the certification program, increased fines, time of use restrictions, and
establishment of buffer zones, fencing, barriers or separations and SUP restrictions would create short-
term, minor, adverse impacts on visitors who prefer to walk dogs at the park. These strategies are more
restrictive and may limit the amount of time or area that visitors may personally have access to the site to
walk dogs. Impacts to visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. The
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purpose of the primary management responses is to increase compliance which would help fulfill the
objectives of the dog management plan.

Secondary management responses will be implemented when primary management actions do not
adequately improve compliance or address impacts of concern. Secondary management responses may
include additional training certification program elements required for use of VSCAs, limiting the number
of dogs off-leash at any one time, short or long-term closures to dog walking areas, and/or increases in
expansion of buffer zones or implementation of other landscape design solutions that include the
adjustment of defined VSCAs. A short-term closure is a closure contained in the GGNRA Compendium,
typically less than 1-2 years in length. A long-term closure is typically longer than 1-2 years in length,
and could require a special regulation. Please see the section “Changes to Plan Implementation” in
chapter 2 regarding future compliance needs for long-term closures. Long-term closures could be
reopened in the future. Short-term or long-term closures could occur anytime during the life of the plan.
Note that primary management responses may continue to apply. Implementing a training certification
program for use of VSCAs would restrict dogs that do not respond to voice and sight control from being
off-leash. Limiting the number of dogs off-leash at any one time would also restrict some visitors from
accessing certain areas during different periods of time throughout the day. Expanding buffer zones,
adjusting VSCA areas, and implementing short- to long-term closures would further restrict the amount of
area available to visitors with dogs. During short-term closures, dog walkers that typically use the area
would be displaced. The short-term closure could last up to 2 years in length. Dog walkers would need to
find another available area for dog walking. Impacts from finding a different area may include different
means of transportation to the area, increased travel times, and potentially less time available to walk
dogs. Impacts to dog walkers from long-term closures would be similar to those of short-term closures;
however, the closure would last more than 2 years. Short- and long-term closures would also create the
potential for additional user conflicts where dog use is concentrated from the displacement of dog walkers
from the closed areas. User conflict could include potential altercations between dog walkers or between
dog walkers and non-dog walkers. There would also be the potential for increased dog on dog incidents to
occur. Overall, impacts associated with the secondary management responses to visitors who prefer to
walk dogs at the park would be short-term to long-term, minor to moderate, and adverse. Impacts to
visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. The secondary management
strategies could reduce the number of dog walkers within the park or reduce the amount of area dog
walking is available. This would create more areas for a no dog experience.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION USED IN IMPACT ANALYSIS

Environmental Justice

The park does not track visitation by race, ethnicity, or income group. However, an NPS servicewide
study on race and ethnicity documented that minority populations use national parks for recreation (Floyd
1999, 1). However, minority groups use national parks less when compared to Caucasians. When
comparing participation in NPS-relevant outdoor activities there is variation between racial and ethnic
groups (Floyd 1999, 11). Based on a U.S. Pleasure Travel Market Study, of the 3,663 minorities
surveyed, 31 percent had visited a national or state park. A total of 14,787 Caucasians were also surveyed;
45 percent visiting a national or state park (Floyd 1999, 7). As visitors and potential visitors to parks
continue to become more racially and ethnically diverse, the NPS must ensure that its management
policies promote equal access to parks for members of all racial, ethnical, and income groups (Floyd
1999, 1).

In the 2002 telephone survey conducted by Northern Arizona University, 41 percent of those who had

taken dogs for a walk at GGNRA were racial minorities (Asian, African American, and other) and nearly
13 percent of the visitors had an annual total family income of less than $50,000 (NAU 2002b, 65). In
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comments responding to the ANPR, both those in favor of off-leash dog walking and those against off-
leash dog walking argued that their position would benefit minorities (NAU 2002a, 11, 20).

The presence of dogs, whether on or off leash, affects visitor experience. Some visitors enjoy the sight of
dogs in the park, and enjoy the ability to interact with other people’s dogs. For others, dogs off leash
inspire fear, and some people would prefer to avoid encounters with dogs (Roberts 2007, iii). Dog owners
who leave their dogs’ waste on trails, on beaches, or in picnic areas indirectly affect the aesthetics of the
park, affect the visitor experience, and reduce the enjoyment of park visitors (Roberts 2007, iii). Also,
intensive use of an area for dog walking results in the odor of urine and dog waste, which can be an
especially displeasing experience on a hot summer day. In a study conducted by San Francisco State
University in 2007 on the ethnic minority visitor use experience at GGNRA, research found that dogs,
especially dog waste, were a problem mentioned by all Latino and Asian groups as a barrier to park
visitation (Roberts 2007, iii). Overall, research found that Latinos were the most concerned with dog
owners’ lack of concern or control of their dogs (Roberts 2007, iii).

In the 2002 telephone survey, when minorities were asked if they supported or opposed off-leash dog
walking in GGNRA sites, 39 percent of minorities supported off-leash dog walking, while 51 percent
opposed off-leash dog walking. Similarly, a total of 39 percent of low-income individuals were in support
of off-leash dog walking, while 53 percent were opposed to it (NAU 2002b, 92-93). Without further
information on visitation by minorities and low-income individuals and their preferences regarding off-
leash dogs in the park, it is difficult to assess the impacts (adverse and beneficial) on this user group.
Therefore, minorities and low-income individuals will be assumed to fall under one or more of the user
groups (visitors who would prefer to walk dogs on GGNRA lands, visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking on GGNRA lands, and visitors who do not have a preference regarding dog walking in
GGNRA) developed for assessing impacts to visitor use and experience.

The dog walking restrictions proposed in this final plan/EIS could adversely affect some racial, ethnic,
and low-income groups. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, commenters discussed
the impacts to minority groups if limitations were placed on dog walking at GGNRA. One commenter
stated, “Elderly people, special needs people and lower income people are more severely and unfairly
punished by these current GGNRA proposals because they will have to travel so far to properly take care
of their dogs. They may not be able to do so and may be forced to surrender their beloved companions.”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3941). Another stated, “All the laws and restrictions being considered for
the dogs will impact most the poorer people who have dogs, those who do not have a back yard or a car in
which they can drive the dog to some off-leash run area. The result of that will be more abandonment of
dogs and more left in shelters who will then be almost inevitably euthanized.” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 4163). These comments underscore a public concern that the proposed regulations may
limit dog walking access for some racial, ethnic, and low-income groups who are not able to visit
alternative off-leash dog walking areas.

Aesthetics

It is the dog walker’s responsibility to comply with the regulation requiring owners to clean up after their
pets. However, this compliance does not always occur, and dog waste can be found scattered throughout
the high use dog walking areas. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, commenters
noted. “I have seen many dog owners let their dogs go to the bathroom on the beach and I often find
plastic bags filled with dog waste on the beach” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 4056).The odor of urine
can also be aesthetically displeasing, and when large numbers of dogs urinate in the same area, the
associated smell can be very strong on hot summer days. One commenter stated, “Besides their presence,
dog-related litter is a significant problem. Though many owners pick up their dog's waste, there are those
who do not. In fact nobody cleans up urine. The amount of dog urine, combined with feces that is not
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picked-up or remains after most of it is removed causes heavily used areas like Fort Funston to smell, thus
making it unpleasant for visitors who are not dog owners” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 4683).
Regardless of the alternative, there is a potential for visitors to continue to not clean up after their dogs.
Impacts concerning aesthetics at all park sites where dogs would continue to be allowed would be long
term and adverse.

Cumulative Visitor Use Impacts Common to All Alternatives

Past, present, and future project actions in and near GGNRA were considered in combination with each
alternative for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). Site-specific and resource-specific projects
and actions are discussed in detail under each site and alternative.

Current and reasonably foreseeable future actions positively affecting visitor use and experience in the
park are activities that restore and enhance trails, habitats, landscape, and projects that provide safe access
to park sites. Many projects also improve the aesthetics of a site, which can benefit the visitor experience.
Projects include updating and maintaining infrastructure, improvement of trails, walkways and parking
areas; the restoration of habitat and the reestablishment of native plant communities; and projects that are
implemented to manage and protect natural resources such as the GGNRA Fire Management Plan (NPS
2005b). These efforts have direct benefits to visitor use and experience through better access to sites,
improved facilities and signage, and restored natural habitat that can make the aesthetics of the experience
better. Completed, current, and future projects that could have beneficial impacts on visitor use and
experience within GGNRA sites considered in this final plan/EIS are listed below and discussed under
each alternative, as applicable. Although these projects could provide beneficial impacts to the visitor
experience, they may not contribute to the cumulative impacts for all visitor groups dependent on
considerations of dog management at the site:

e Fort Mason, Baker Beach, Stinson Beach, Battery Spencer, and Kirby Cove (Marin Headlands)
have been identified as key sites for increasing accessibility in GGNRA. The range of actions
includes improvements in accessibility of picnic areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms,
interpretive and wayfinding signs, parking, and accessible routes to these amenities. The project
includes site-specific objectives for improving accessibility and the visitor experience. Beneficial
impacts to visitor use and experience would result from the improvements to accessibility of these
sites for visitors with disabilities.

e Lower Easkoot Creek Restoration Project has restored native vegetation and natural floodplain
functions improving the aesthetics of the Stinson Beach area, resulting in beneficial impacts on
visitors from an improved visual experience (NPS n.d.d, 1).

e Planned trail improvements at Homestead Valley will formalize and designate trails to connect to
existing neighborhood trails with the NPS Homestead Valley site, providing better access
particularly for visitors from the local neighborhood.

e The Dias Ridge Restoration and Trail Improvement Project is working to realign trail segments
and restoring degraded habitat on the ridge above Muir Beach. The project is also eliminating
unauthorized trails and lessening erosion. These changes will provide better trails and aesthetics,
which will result in an enhanced visitor experience. The Redwood Creek Trail Realignment and
Dias Ridge Extension Project EA is underway. This is a joint project with state parks and includes
a 1,300-foot extension of the Dias Ridge Trail on NPS land. The majority of the project is on state
lands.

e The Lower Redwood Creek Interim Flood Reduction Measures and Floodplain Channel
Restoration Project was completed in June 2007 to reduce seasonal flooding on Pacific Way, the
access route to Muir Beach, which will improve access to the beach for visitors.
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The Wetland and Creek Restoration at Big Lagoon, Muir Beach Project included wetland and
creek habitat restoration at the tidal lagoon, making a functional, self-sustaining ecosystem that
provides special-status species habitat, and reduced seasonal flooding on Pacific Way. The
reduction of flooding provides better access and parking for visitors, enhancing visitor
experience. Public education, resource interpretation, and stewardship opportunities are also
elements within this project that benefit visitor experience.

The Marin Headlands and Fort Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan provides
planning and infrastructure improvements for greater access to the Marin Headlands and Fort
Baker areas for visitors to these Marin County park sites.

The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission’s Tennessee Valley /
Manzanita Connector Pathway Project upgraded the existing path to meet current Federal
Rehabilitation Act (FRA) accessibility and design standards for a multi-use pathway, and
encouraged area residents to use the trail as an alternative to vehicular travel to reach key
destinations

The addition of a conference center for meetings, infrastructure upgrades and waterfront
improvements at Fort Baker, the Cavallo Point Lodge, a resort that also houses the Institute at the
Golden Gate, has attracted additional visitors to the park by expanding visitor uses. Native habitat
restoration has improved the aesthetics for visitors to Fort Baker.

The Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Project will evaluate long-term embarkation sites from the San
Francisco waterfront at Fort Mason to Alcatraz, as well as ferry service from the San Francisco
embarkation site to existing piers at Sausalito and/or Fort Baker.

The San Francisco Bay Trail improvement at Laguna Street and Marina Boulevard at Fort Mason
enhanced pedestrian and bicycle traffic flow, and the landscape was re-vegetated, which
improved safety at Fort Mason as well as aesthetics.

The proposed extension of the Municipal Railway’s Historic Streetcar Service would continue the
F-line three blocks west from San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park through the Fort
Mason Tunnel to the Fort Mason Center at GGNRA, improving public transportation to the area
and resulting in the potential for increased visitation to Upper and Lower Fort Mason. The record
of decision for the final EIS was signed in 2013.

The NPS received $9.75 million in settlement funds from the Cosco Busan oil spill intended to
compensate the public for loss of use and enjoyment of beaches, shorelines, and other public or
natural resources located within NPS park units in Marin and San Francisco counties. To date,
projects completed in Marin County include Visitor Access Improvements at Muir Beach,
Rehabilitation of the Rodeo Beach Restroom, Shower and Picnic Area, and South Rodeo Beach
Access Improvements. In San Francisco County several projects along the San Francisco Bay
Trail have either been completed, are in progress, or planned to start construction in 2017
including McDowell Road slide repair at Fort Mason (complete), rail removal and repaving of the
Promenade at Aquatic Park (in progress), and resurfacing of the Crissy Field Promenade (planned
start Spring 2017). A study to determine the feasibility of rehabilitating Torpedo Wharf is in
progress as is rehabilitation of the O’Shaughnessey Seawall at Ocean Beach, Other smaller
projects that have been completed include removal of contaminated debris and grounded vessels
from park beaches, and replacement of deteriorating trash bins at coastal sites.

The Crissy Field Restoration Project restored tidal marsh and dune habitat and added a fully
accessible shoreline promenade, trails, boardwalks, overlooks, picnic and seating areas, and
bicycle and inline skating paths, resulting in enhanced recreational opportunities for multiple user
groups and improved and restored habitat offering improved scenic qualities.
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e The Doyle Drive replacement project will make structural and seismic improvements on Doyle
Drive and improve accessibility between Presidio Trust lands and GGNRA lands once complete,
resulting in beneficial impacts on visitor use. This project is currently under construction.

e Improvements on the Batteries to Bluffs Trail on the bluffs just north of Baker Beach have
resulted in improved aesthetics for visitors that may use the Batteries to Bluffs Trail.

e Recent efforts at Lands End included development of a new promenade and overlook,
resurfacing/stabilizing segments of trails, eliminating social trails and damage resulting from
social trails, replanting native species in local areas, and engaging the local community in park
stewardship. This could result in an increase in visitation in the future (GGNPC 2010c, 1).

e The Restoration of the Sutro Dunes involved the replanting of native vegetation, which benefitted
aesthetics at the site, improving the experience for all visitors (San Francisco Examiner 2010, 1).

e The Ocean Beach Erosion Control Project is developing solutions to beach and coastal bluff
erosion problems at Ocean Beach along Highway 1, consistent with the enhancement of natural
processes. This would provide a benefit to aesthetics, which would improve visitor experience.

e A new FRA accessible restroom and maintenance facilities are planned at Fort Funston. Although
the maintenance facilities would not affect visitor use, the new and FRA accessible restroom
facilities would improve facilities offered to visitors (NPS 2010d, 1).

e The PTMP is preserving the Presidio’s cultural, natural, scenic, and recreational resources. The
PTMP focused on the long-term preservation of the park, including replacing pavement with
green space, improving and enlarging the park’s trail system, restoring stream corridors and
natural habitats, and reusing historic structures. Projects are complete and implementation is in
progress. This would provide a benefit to aesthetics, which would improve visitor experience.

e The SNRAMP guides natural resource protection, habitat restoration, trail and access
improvements, other capital projects, and maintenance activities over the next 20 years. The
scope of the SNRAMP includes “natural areas” managed by the SFRPD in San Francisco and
Pacifica and addresses dog walking (including on-leash dog walking and off-leash DPAs) in these
areas. Implementation of the proposed SNRAMP (SFPD 2011) may further restrict dog access
and off-leash areas in San Francisco, including Lake Merced (near Fort Funston and Ocean
Beach) and other natural areas (Bernal Hill and McLaren Park, closest to Fort Funston and Ocean
Beach). The SNRAMP proposes to close the Lake Merced DPA (loss of 5 acres) and reduce the
size of the DPAs at Bernal Hill (by 6 acres) and McLaren Park (by 8.3 acres) (SFPD 2011, 114).
On-leash dog walking would still be allowed at these three areas and all other natural areas, but a
total of 19.3 acres of off-leash areas would be lost as a result of the SNRAMP. There are 95.2
acres of existing DPAs in San Francisco and the SNRAMP would reduce this total by over 20
percent, leaving 75.9 acres of DPAs to remain (SFPD 2011, 463). In addition to restricting and
closing DPAs, there is direction from the San Francisco Recreation and Park Commission not to
establish new DPAs until systemwide DPA planning is completed; therefore no new DPAs are
proposed as part of SNRAMP (SFPD 2011, 105). Other natural areas DPAs that may be affected
from overcrowding by the plan/EIS and SNRAMP include: Buena Vista Park, Corona Heights,
Golden Gate Park Woodlands, and Stern Grove/Pine Lake. The combined reductions in off leash
areas proposed by both the SNRAMP and this final plan/EIS could result in an increase in dog
use at the remaining natural areas managed by SFRPD.

e The Mori Point Restoration and Trail Plan included development of a safe and sustainable trail
system to direct visitors away from restoration areas and endangered species habitat that provides

a better recreational experiences for visitors, and through habitat restoration that improves
aesthetics (NPS 2010e, 1).

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1011



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

e The CalTrans Devil’s Slide Tunnel project included the construction of two tunnels beneath San
Pedro Mountain to provide a dependable highway between Pacifica and Montara, in San Mateo
County. Indirectly, this project would improve visitor access to San Mateo NPS sites.

Conclusion. Overall, these projects, whether short-term or long-term, could directly or indirectly result in
an overall beneficial impact on visitor use and experience at the park sites considered in this final
plan/EIS. In general, the benefits derived by the various restoration and enhancement projects listed above
could provide an enhanced visitor experience for all visitors to GGNRA sites considered in this final
plan/EIS. However, many of the beneficial effects to the visitor experience from these projects may not be
enough of a benefit to reduce the adverse impacts from dogs on visitors who do not prefer to have dogs at
the park. Proposed actions for dog management considered in the alternatives by site may result in
different cumulative impacts to visitor use and experience for specific user groups or sites and are
discussed below.

IMPACT ANALYSIS FOR ALL ALTERNATIVES
MARIN COUNTY SITES

Stinson Beach

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, on-leash dog walking is allowed in the parking lot and picnic areas
but not on Stinson Beach, since it is a designated swimming beach. The total available acreage for on-
leash dog walking is approximately 11 acres. Visitor use by local residents walking their dogs is
considered moderate to high in the picnic area, and overall visitation, including beachgoers other than dog
walkers, can sometimes be high during the spring (March—May) and fall (September—October), especially
when good weather coincides with weekends and holidays (table 10). There are very few leash law
violations for the parking lot and picnic areas (four violations from 2008 - 2011) (table 12a). However,
between 2012 and 2016 a total of 36 leash law violations were recorded (table 12b). Often, visitors with
dogs park at the north parking lot and walk their dogs to the adjacent, county-managed Upton Beach,
which allows dogs on leash. Compliance with the no-dog walking restriction on the park—managed beach
is poor, with over 71 incidents for walking a dog in an area closed to pets (appendix G). Park staff report
that lifeguards working on the beach frequently observe dog bites or attacks at Stinson Beach.

During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, the public described their use of the beach for
off-leash dog walking, even though it is prohibited at Stinson Beach. One commenter stated, “We have
long (more than 20 years) owned a house on the water at Stinson Beach, and we have always had a dog.
We have never had a problem from dogs on the beach, and we are always happy to observe the happiness
of the dogs in that environment and their owners. 90 percent of all owners seem to be aware of their dogs
manners, clean up after them, and are cognizant of not letting them chase people, birds, or other wildlife.
This is part of the unique pleasure of this area and should remain, as it seems to be doing no harm, for the
many years we have participated in it and observed the freedom of dogs and owners at Stinson Beach”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2263).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park, since visitors would
continue to bring their dogs to the picnic area. They would also continue bringing their dogs to the
parking lot and walking their dogs down to the county portion of Stinson Beach, which is contiguous with
the northern end of the park. In addition, visitors would continue to walk dogs across Stinson Beach to
reach the nearby county beach, ignoring the official “no dogs” sign posted on Stinson Beach.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would continue to be long
term, minor, and adverse since on-leash dog walking would still be allowed throughout the parking lots
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and picnic areas. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs in the picnic areas, parking lots, and on the
beach. Some visitors find that dogs can be a nuisance in the picnic areas because they interfere with
picnics by sniffing or eating the food (NAU 2002b, 19). Some visitors may even avoid the picnic areas
because of the high number of dogs during the summer months. Visitors expecting to experience the
park’s beach area without the presence of dogs may encounter dogs, since noncompliance on the beach
would be expected to continue.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Stinson Beach, commercial dog walking
is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Stinson Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The Lower Easkoot Creek Restoration Project will affect visitor use and
experience at or in the vicinity of Stinson Beach. This project has restored native vegetation (NPS n.d.d,
1). The creation and restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of the Stinson Beach area, resulting in
negligible to beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Stinson Beach. However,
since this is a restoration project and not a project that is directly related to dog management or dog-
related visitor use it would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis. Site improvements at Stinson
Beach are underway and include providing parking, beach access, picnic access, and restroom access. The
park is installing handicapped access routes to public transit, cafes, beaches, and group and individual
picnic sites. Beach access would be to the high tide mark with an area to store beach wheel chairs.
Handicapped accessible routes are being installed from the parking lot to each activity or key experience
at Stinson Beach. Impacts to visitor use and experience would be beneficial for both user groups.
Additional beneficial impacts would result from the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan, which would focus on shoreline recreation, fishing, boating and other water-based recreation
improvements.

The GGNRA interim compendium amendment requires commercial dog walkers to obtain a permit to
walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and
overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also
have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the park. Although this proposed
amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than six dogs
at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered low at Stinson Beach.

When the impacts associated with alternative A of the dog management plan are combined with the
negligible and beneficial impacts from the projects discussed above, cumulative impacts to visitor use and
experience would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer dogs at the park and negligible for visitors
who do not prefer dogs at the park.

STINSON BEACH ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | On-leash dog walking would still be Beneficial cumulative impacts for

to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs in Negligible cumulative impacts for

visitors who would prefer not to have the picnic area and parking lot and on | visitors who would prefer not to

dog walking at the park the beach have dog walking at the park

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1013



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would be the same as alternative A. Impacts on
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park would be negligible. Visitors would continue to bring
on-leash dogs to the picnic area and parking lots at Stinson Beach. The amount of area available for dog
walking would not be changed. Although the dog walking restrictions would be the same as the no-action
alternative, the regulations for this alternative would be easier to enforce due to the initial education
period that would occur after the new regulations are implemented. This would include educating the
public and enforcing the no-dog regulation on the beach. Visitation by this user group at Stinson Beach
would remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Even
though the dog walking regulation would remain the same as the no-action alternative, impacts would be
expected to be beneficial since the dog regulation would be easier to enforce, resulting in visitors not
encountering dogs on the beach and allowing for a beach experience without the presence of dogs.
Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dogs in the parking lot and picnic areas; however, they
would not encounter off-leash dogs. Visitation by this user group at Stinson Beach would likely remain
the same.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Stinson Beach, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Stinson Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The Lower Easkoot Creek Restoration Project will affect visitor use and
experience at or in the vicinity of Stinson Beach. This project has restored native vegetation (NPS n.d.d,
1). The creation and restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of the Stinson Beach area, resulting in
negligible to beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Stinson Beach. However,
since this is a restoration project and not a project that is directly related to dog management or dog-
related visitor use it would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis. Site improvements at Stinson
Beach are underway and include providing parking, beach access, picnic access, and restroom access. The
park is installing handicapped access routes to public transit, cafes, beaches, and group and individual
picnic sites. Beach access would be to the high tide mark with an area to store beach wheel chairs.
Handicapped accessible routes are being installed from the parking lot to each activity or key experience
at Stinson Beach. Impacts to visitor use and experience would be beneficial for both user groups.
Additional beneficial impacts would result from the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan, which would focus on shoreline recreation, fishing, boating and other water-based recreation
improvements.

STINSON BEACH ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed; on-leash restriction would be | for visitors who would prefer to
strictly enforced and dog walking on walk dogs at the park
the beach would not be tolerated
Beneficial impacts for visitors who On-leash dog regulation would be Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking strictly enforced and visitors on the for visitors who would prefer not
at the park, assuming compliance beach would no longer encounter to have dog walking at the park
dogs
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Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would be the same as
alternative B: negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking in the park.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
allocated at Stinson Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one
to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Stinson Beach, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative C, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at
Stinson Beach would be the same as those under alternative B: beneficial cumulative impact for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Stinson Beach and for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

STINSON BEACH ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impact for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed; on-leash restriction would be | for visitors who would prefer to
strictly enforced and dog walking on walk dogs at the park
the beach would not be tolerated
Beneficial impacts for visitors who On-leash dog regulation would be Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking strictly enforced and visitors on the for visitors who would prefer not
at the park, assuming compliance beach would no longer encounter to have dog walking at the park
dogs

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, dogs
would not be allowed at this site. Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be
long term, minor, and adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed at this site, including the parking lot and
picnic areas. Visitors would no longer receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Visitation
by this user group at Stinson Beach would decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would no longer be allowed at the site, this user group would have the opportunity to experience the site
without the presence of dogs. Visitors would no longer encounter dogs while picnicking or recreating at
the site. Without the presence of dogs, the picnic area at Stinson Beach would also be more aesthetically
pleasing, as dog waste and the smell of urine would not be present at the site. Visitation by this user group
at Stinson Beach would likely increase.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Stinson Beach considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who would prefer
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to walk dogs at Stinson Beach and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the

site.

STINSON BEACH ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Visitors would no longer be allowed to
walk dogs on site

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking

Dog walking would not be allowed on
site; a no-dog experience would be

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer not

at the park, assuming compliance available to have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would be the
same as alternative B: negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park and beneficial for
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking in the park.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs, However, no permits would be
allocated at Stinson Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one
to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Stinson Beach, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative E, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at
Stinson Beach would be the same as those under alternative B: beneficial cumulative impacts for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Stinson Beach and for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

STINSON BEACH ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park

On-leash dog walking would still be
allowed; on-leash restriction would be
strictly enforced and dog walking on
the beach would not be tolerated

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

On-leash dog regulation would be
strictly enforced and visitors on the
beach would no longer encounter

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the park

dogs

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking for
up to three dogs in the parking lots and two picnic areas (approximately 9.2 acres). No dog walking would
be permitted within the picnic area between the south and overflow parking areas. Dog walking would not
be allowed on the beach since it is a designated swimming beach. An on-leash dog walking path would be
created to allow access to Upton Beach (an adjacent, Marin County-managed beach that allows on-leash
dog walking) from the north corner of the north parking lot. This path would total less than one tenth of a
mile.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. Visitors would
continue to bring on-leash dogs to the two designated picnic area and parking lots at Stinson Beach,
though the on-leash picnic area would be reduced by about 1.8 miles. The addition of less than one tenth
of a mile of path to Upton Beach would allow legal on-leash dog walking access to the county portion of
the beach. Although the dog walking restrictions would be the similar to the no-action alternative, the
regulations for this alternative would be easier to enforce due to the initial education period that would
occur after the new regulations are implemented. This would include educating the public and enforcing
the no-dog regulation on the beach. Visitation by this user group at Stinson Beach would remain the
same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. The picnic
area between the south and overflow parking areas would be a no dog area and would allow for visitors to
enjoy the area without the presence of dogs. Impacts would also be beneficial since the dog walking
regulation would be easier to enforce, resulting in visitors not encountering dogs on the beach and
allowing for a beach experience without the presence of dogs. Visitors would continue to encounter on-
leash dogs in the parking lot and two designated picnic areas; however, they would not encounter off-
leash dogs. Visitation by this user group at Stinson Beach would likely remain the same.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be allocated at Stinson
Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on
leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity at Stinson Beach is not common, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Stinson Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The main project that will affect visitor use and experience at or in the
vicinity of Stinson Beach is the Lower Easkoot Creek Restoration Project (NPS n.d.d, 1). This project has
restored native vegetation, which, in turn, has enhanced the aesthetics of the Stinson Beach area, resulting
in beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to the site However, this project does
not directly affect dog management or dog-related visitor use it does not alter the initial impact
assessment of the preferred alternative. Site improvements at Stinson Beach are underway and include
improving or providing parking, beach access, picnic access, and restroom access. The park is installing
handicapped access routes to public transit, cafes, beaches, and group and individual picnic sites. Beach
access would be to the high tide mark with an area to store beach wheel chairs. Handicapped accessible
routes are being installed from the parking lot to each activity or key experience at Stinson Beach.
Impacts to visitor use and experience would be beneficial for both user groups. Additional beneficial
impacts would result from the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects Plan, which will focus
on shoreline recreation, fishing, boating and other water-based recreation improvements.

When the impacts associated with the preferred alternative of the dog management plan are combined
with the negligible and beneficial impacts from the projects discussed above, cumulative impacts to
visitor use and experience would be beneficial both for visitors who would prefer dogs at the park and for
visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.
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STINSON BEACH PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Beneficial impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed; on-leash restriction would be | visitors who would prefer to walk
strictly enforced and dog walking on dogs at the park

the beach would not be allowed; legal
access to walk dogs on-leash on Upton
Beach (managed by Marin County)
would be available on a path from the
north end of the north parking lot

Beneficial impacts for visitors who On-leash dog regulation would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | strictly enforced and visitors on the visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance beach would no longer encounter have dog walking at the park

dogs; dog-free picnic area available

Homestead Valley

Alternative A: No Action. Dog walking under voice control or on leash is allowed throughout the
Homestead Valley site, but most users follow existing trails. Approximately 1.2 mile of trails are used for
off-leash and on-leash dog walking. The site is primarily used by local residents and dog walking is
generally considered a low use activity (table 10). There were no dog-related incidents recorded for this
site from 2008 through 2011 or 2012 through 2016.

Under the no-action alternative, there would be no impact on the visitor experience of visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park. Dog walkers would continue to allow their dogs off leash and under voice
control throughout the site. Having dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park
experience for visitors with dogs. No change in visitation by this user group at Homestead Valley would
be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to visit the park without dog walking would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice control at this
site. Even though this site is primarily used by local dog walkers, other visitors to this park site are
currently not able to have a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at Homestead Valley would
have the potential to decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Homestead Valley, commercial dog
walking is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the
impacts discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Homestead Valley were considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The main action that would affect visitor use and experience is
the planned trail improvements at Homestead Valley to formalize and designate trails to connect to the
existing neighborhood trails. Beneficial impacts would be expected on visitor use and experience from
this action for visitors to Homestead Valley that originate in the neighboring community. Trail
improvements and connectivity with the local neighborhoods would be expected to enhance visitor
accessibility and potentially increase use from the local population. As a result, visitation for either user
group could increase. Cumulatively, the benefit of improved access to Homestead Valley could enhance
the beneficial effects for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site under alternative A (no
impact). For visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Homestead Valley, although
Homestead Valley has traditionally been a low use area, trail improvements could result in additional
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encounters with dogs, including unexpected encounters with dogs off leash. However, because the area is
a low use area, and used primarily by the neighboring residents, a possible increase in use by neighboring
individuals is not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the expected long-term, minor
adverse impacts from the implementation of alternative A. For visitors who prefer not to have dog
walking at the site and who may visit from outside of the adjacent neighborhood, the improved
accessibility for the local neighborhood and the potential for increased use by the neighboring population
could also result in an increase in encounters with dogs.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Homestead Valley.

Overall, when the beneficial impacts from the improved trail access and proposed interim compendium
are combined with the lack of impacts to visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under
alternative A, there would be beneficial cumulative impacts to these visitors. The beneficial cumulative
impacts resulting from the projects mentioned above are not expected to be great enough to alter the
intensity of impact on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park from long-term,
minor, and adverse under alternative A, resulting in negligible cumulative impacts to these visitors.

HOMESTEAD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would Off-leash dog walking would still be | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have off leash throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to
dog walking at the park have dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed
only on Homestead Fire Road and on neighborhood connector trails (Homestead Trail and Homestead
Summit Trail) that would be designated in the future. A total of approximately 1.2 miles of trail would be
available for on-leash dog walking, the same amount of trail mileage allowed in alternative A. On-leash
dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site. Although the same amount of
trails would remain available for dog walking, dogs would be required to be walked on-leash. Adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners
may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Having
dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may
not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off
leash. As a result, visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs

would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at
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Homestead Valley since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the fire road and connecting trails (in the future). Visitation by this user group at Homestead
Valley would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Homestead
Valley is not common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Homestead Valley were considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The main action that would affect visitor use and experience is
the planned trail improvements at Homestead Valley to formalize and designate trails to connect to the
existing neighborhood trails. Beneficial impacts would be expected on visitor use and experience from
this action for visitors to Homestead Valley that originate in the neighboring community. Trail
improvements and connectivity with the local neighborhoods would be expected to enhance visitor
accessibility and potentially increase use from the local population. As a result, visitation for either user
group could increase. Cumulatively, the benefit of improved access to Homestead Valley could enhance
the beneficial effects for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site under alternative A (no
impact). For visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Homestead Valley, although
Homestead Valley has traditionally been a low use area, trail improvements could result in additional
encounters with dogs, including unexpected encounters with dogs off leash. However, because the area is
a low use area, and used primarily by the neighboring residents, a possible increase in use by neighboring
individuals is not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the expected long-term, minor
adverse impacts from the implementation of alternative A. For visitors who prefer not to have dog
walking at the site and who may visit from outside of the adjacent neighborhood, the improved
accessibility for the local neighborhood and the potential for increased use by the neighboring population
could also result in an increase in encounters with dogs.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for
those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at Homestead Valley and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the site.

HOMESTEAD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be allowed on Negligible cumulative impacts
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | leash and in designated areas for visitors who would prefer to
at the park walk dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking longer be allowed; on-leash dog for visitors who would prefer not
at the park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in to have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would have the same
dog walking restrictions as alternative B, and impacts would also be the same: long term, minor, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer to visit the park without the presence of dogs.
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Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Homestead Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk
one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Homestead
Valley, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative C, the cumulative impacts at this park site would be the same as
those under alternative B: negligible impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site
and beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

HOMESTEAD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be allowed on Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at | leash and in designated areas visitors who would prefer to walk
the park dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park

restricted areas

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, on-
leash dog walking would be allowed only on Homestead Fire Road; dogs would be prohibited in other
areas on site. A total of approximately 0.5 mile of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking. On-
leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site. Dog walking would be
required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 0.75
miles. Since the majority of the users of Homestead Valley live in the surrounding communities and many
visitors use the connector trails to access Homestead Fire Road, adverse impacts on dog walkers would be
expected. Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off
leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a
6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce these visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Having dogs
on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not
be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As
a result, visitation by local residents who walk dogs at Homestead Valley may decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at
Homestead Valley since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the fire road; therefore, a no-dog experience would be available on 0.75 mile of trail for this
user group. Visitation by this user group at Homestead Valley would have the potential to increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs by private or commercial dog

walkers would be allowed under alternative D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs.
Since commercial dog walking is not common at Homestead Valley, it is likely that prohibiting
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commercial dog walking from this site would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Homestead Valley considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
Homestead Valley and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

HOMESTEAD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on leash
and in designated areas

Negligible cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would no longer
be allowed; on-leash dog walking would
be allowed only in restricted areas; a
no-dog experience would be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer
not to have dog walking at the
park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would have
the same dog walking restrictions as alternative B, and impacts would also be the same: long term, minor,
and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer to visit the park without the presence of dogs.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Homestead Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk
one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Homestead
Valley, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative E, the cumulative impacts at this park site would be the same as
those under alternative B: negligible impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site
and beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

HOMESTEAD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on leash
and in designated areas

Negligible cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would no longer
be allowed; on-leash dog walking would
be allowed only in restricted areas

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative includes on-leash dog walking for up to
three dogs on Homestead Fire Road from Lattie Lane to Panoramic Highway, on Homestead Summit
Trail from Homestead Fire Road to the junction with Homestead Trail at Four Corners, and on the
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Homestead Trail from Four Corners to the GGNRA boundary. In addition, on-leash dog walking would
also be available on the Eagle Trail to allow a loop trail. A total of approximately 1.3 miles of trail would
be available for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog
leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this site would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Dogs would not be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site, (which is allowed but not generally
practiced currently). Although the amount of trails available for dog walking including a loop trail would
increase, dogs would be required to be walked on-leash. Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors
who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not
receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce
visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the
exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a
different park to exercise their dogs off leash (see chapter 4, “Impacts on Nearby Dog Walking Areas
Outside of GGNRA by Alternative”). As a result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease
slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at
Homestead Valley since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the fire road and connecting trails. Visitation by this user group at Homestead Valley would
have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be granted at Homestead
Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on
leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Homestead Valley, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Trail improvements are proposed at Homestead Valley to formalize and designate
trails to connect to the existing neighborhood trails. Beneficial impacts would be expected on visitor use
and experience from this action for visitors to Homestead Valley that originate in the neighboring
community. Trail improvements and connectivity with the local neighborhoods would be expected to
enhance visitor accessibility and potentially increase use from the local population. As a result, visitation
for either user group could increase.

Cumulatively, the benefit of the proposed interim compendium and improved access to Homestead Valley
a low use area used primarily by the neighboring residents, is not expected to be measurable and would
not alter the intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of alternative F for either user
group: negligible for visitors who would prefer to have dog walking and beneficial for those visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.
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HOMESTEAD VALLEY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be allowed on leash | Negligible cumulative impacts
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | and in designated areas for visitors who would prefer to
at the park walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking at | be allowed; on-leash dog walking would | for visitors who would prefer not
the park, assuming compliance be allowed only in restricted areas to have dog walking at the park

Alta Trail/Orchard Fire Road/Pacheco Fire Road

Alternative A: No Action. Under the no-action alternative, dog walking under voice control would
continue on the Alta Trail and fire roads at this site from Marin City to Oakwood Valley. A total of
approximately 2 miles would remain available for on-leash or off-leash dog walking. Local and
commercial dog walking use of the Alta Trail is high due to the direct access to the site, less than 2 miles
off Highway 101, with sufficient parking at the end of a public street. Park staff members have observed
that commercial dog walkers sometimes walk as many as 12 dogs at a time, resulting in 30 to 50 dogs in
the area during the periods of heaviest use. This heavy use has resulted in dog waste and urine odors
offensive to other user groups such as runners, bicyclists, and hikers. Violations are low for this site, with
only 13 occurring from 2008 through 2011, and no dog bites/attacks were reported during this time (table
13a). Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 19 dog-related incidents were recorded with the majority of
violations for dogs being in closed areas (table 13b). During the public comment analysis for the draft
plan/EIS, one commenter described conditions at Alta Trail: “As someone who lives near the entrance to
Alta, my family and I are always surrounded by dogs off-leash as we try to walk or jog along the trail.
The trail is often used by ‘professional’ dog-walkers, who take many off-leash dogs of various sizes on
the trail, without any voice control. Many of these dogs are intimidating types of dogs” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 4111).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the site. Visitors would continue
to walk dogs under voice control on the trail and fire roads throughout the site. Having dogs off leash and
playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for this user group. Commercial dog walking
use would continue to be high in this area, with no limit to the number of dogs walked per person. The
high visitation by this user group would remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would continue to be long term,
moderate, and adverse. Under the no-action alternative, visitors would continue to encounter a high
number of dogs under voice control throughout the site. Currently, it is difficult and unusual for visitors at
this park site to have a no-dog experience. In addition, the high number of commercial dog walkers at this
site with off-leash dogs would continue to discourage other user groups from recreating at this site.
Visitation by this user group would likely decrease and remain low.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking; however, commercial dog walkers
frequently use Alta Trail, Orchard Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire Road for dog walking activities. Under
alternative A, there would be no impacts from commercial dog walking on visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park. Visitors would continue to walk more than three dogs per walker and some visitors
would continue to enjoy the presence of the multiple dogs. Impacts from commercial dog walking on
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, moderate, and adverse.
Some visitors may feel uncomfortable recreating in this area if multiple dog walkers have more than three
dogs under voice control at one time.
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Cumulative Impacts. There is only one known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will
have effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site. The proposed GGNRA interim
compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San Francisco and Marin counties to
obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a limit of six dogs. By reducing
congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs.
It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the park. This proposed
amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than three
dogs at GGNRA, particularly as commercial dog walking use is considered high at Alta Trail. The
cumulative impacts to visitors overall from the proposed interim compendium agreement are anticipated
to be negligible.

When the negligible cumulative impacts of the proposed interim compendium amendment are combined
with the lack of impacts to visitors who prefer to walk their dogs at the park, there would be no impact on
the visitor use and experience for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under alternative A,
and a negligible cumulative impact on this user group. Impacts on the visitor use and experience of
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, moderate, and adverse,
and cumulative impacts would also be long term, moderate adverse under alternative A.

ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would prefer | Off-leash dog walking would still be Negligible cumulative impacts
to walk dogs at the park allowed on site for visitors who would prefer to

walk dogs at the park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts Visitors would encounter off-leash dogs |Long term moderate adverse
for visitors who would prefer not to have |throughout the site; site is high use area |cumulative impacts for visitors
dog walking at the park for dog walkers who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would allow on-leash dog walking on the Alta
Trail to Orchard Fire Road, Orchard Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire Road. A total of approximately 1.6
miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on a 6-
foot leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site. Dog walking would
be required to be on leash and the amount of area available for dog walking would be reduced by
approximately 0.3 mile and would remove the option of connecting to Oakwood Valley Trail, where on-
leash dog walking would also be allowed. Although visitors would still be allowed to exercise their dogs,
adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog
owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult
for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control
their dogs on leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities
of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Impacts would be moderate due to the high use of this site
by dog walkers. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash.
As a result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs

would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at this site
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since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, beneficial impacts would result from a
reduction of dog waste at the site since dog walkers are more likely to clean up after their pets when
walking them on leash. Visitation by this user group at Alta Trail, Orchard Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire
Road would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Alta Trail,
Orchard Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire Road is a high use activity, impacts on visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Commercial and private dog walkers
looking to walk more than three dogs would have to move to a different location, outside the park. A
reduction in the number of dogs walked per person would result in beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term, moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Alta Trail, and beneficial
impacts for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk longer be allowed; on-leash dog cumulative impacts for visitors

dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in who would prefer to walk dogs at
designated areas the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking at | longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to

the park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would have the same
dog walking restrictions as alternative B, and impacts would also be the same: long term, moderate, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. Permits would be allowed in Alta Trail, Orchard
Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire Road, and the permit may restrict use by time and area. Since commercial
dog walking activity at this site is high, impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs off-leash or
walk more than six dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Commercial and private dog
walkers looking to walk more than six dogs would have to move to a different location, outside the park.
Additional impacts on visitor use and experience would result from the permit application process. A
reduction in the number of dogs walked per person would result in beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term moderate adverse on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial impacts on
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for | Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term moderate adverse
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at | longer be allowed; on-leash dog cumulative impacts for visitors
the park walking would be allowed only in who would prefer to walk dogs at

designated areas the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, dogs
would be prohibited at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse since this is a high use area for dog walkers. Visitors would no longer be able to play, run,
and socialize with their dogs at this park site. Also, visitors would no longer receive personal benefits
from walking dogs at the site. Since dog walking would no longer be allowed at this site, visitors from
this user group would likely begin to use a different park site or an area outside park boundaries for dog
walking. Visitation by this user group would decrease immensely.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Prohibiting
dogs would allow multiple user groups (runners, bicyclists, hikers) to experience the Alta Trail and
Orchard and Pacheco fire roads without the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group would increase
at this site.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term moderate to major adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those
who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts
would be long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Alta
Trail, and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate to major adverse Dog walking would not be allowed | Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | at this site; site is high dog walking | adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park use area visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would no longer be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | allowed at the site visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. A total of approximately 2.9
miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking under alternative E. On-leash dog walking
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would be allowed on the Alta Trail to the junction with the Morning Sun Trail, and on the Orchard and
Pacheco fire roads.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Although over an additional mile of trail would be available for dog walking, dogs would no
longer be allowed to run off leash at this site. Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy
seeing and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving
adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors,
particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-
leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their
owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park in order to
exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in
this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Although
over an additional mile of trail would be available to dog walkers, dogs would no longer be allowed under
voice and site control. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more
comfortable recreating at this site since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, beneficial
impacts would result from a reduction of dog waste at the site since dog walkers are more likely to clean
up after their pets when walking them on leash. Visitation by this user group at Alta Trail, Orchard Fire
Road, and Pacheco Fire Road would have the potential to increase as a result of the leash requirement.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs, and the permit may restrict use by time and area.
Permits would be allowed at this site. Since commercial dog walking at Alta Trail, Orchard Fire Road,
and Pacheco Fire Road is high, impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs off-leash or walk more
than six dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Commercial and private dog walkers
looking to walk more than six dogs would have to move to a different location, outside the park.
Additional impacts on visitor use and experience would result from the permit application process. A
reduction in the number of dogs walked per person would result in beneficial impacts on visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term moderate adverse on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial impacts on
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer be allowed; on-leash dog walking would | adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park be allowed only in designated areas visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking | be allowed; on-leash dog walking would | for visitors who would prefer not
at the park, assuming compliance be allowed only in restricted areas to have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the Alta Trail from the entrance at Donahue Street to the junction with the Morning Sun Trail and on the
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Orchard and Pacheco Fire Roads from the Alta Trail to the park boundary. A total of approximately 2.5
miles of trail would be available for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on a 6-
foot leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Although an additional half mile of trail would be available for dog walking, dogs would no
longer be allowed to run off leash at the site. Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy
seeing and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving
adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors,
particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-
leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their
owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise
their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Although
over an additional 0.5 mile of trail would be available to dog walkers, dogs would no longer be allowed
under voice and site control. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more
comfortable recreating at this site since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, beneficial
impacts would result from a reduction of dog waste at the site since dog walkers are more likely to clean
up after their pets when walking them on leash. Visitation by this user group on Alta Trail, Orchard Fire
Road, and Pacheco Fire Road would have the potential to increase as a result of the leash requirement.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs on the Alta Trail from the Donahue Street entrance to the junction
of Orchard Fire Road. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Since commercial dog walking use at
Alta Trail, Orchard Fire Road, and Pacheco Fire Road is high, impacts on visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs off-leash or walk more than six dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Commercial and private dog walkers looking to walk more than six dogs would have to move to a
different location, outside the park. Additional impacts on visitor use and experience would result from
the permit application process. A reduction in the number of dogs walked per person would result in
beneficial impacts for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term minor to moderate adverse impacts to visitors who prefer to walk their dogs at the park, there would
be a long-term minor to moderate adverse cumulative impact on this user group. Impacts on the visitor
use and experience of visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial
under alternative F.

ALTA TRAIL/ORCHARD FIRE ROAD/PACHECO FIRE ROAD PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk
designated areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas
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Oakwood Valley

Alternative A: No Action. Under alternative A, dogs are currently allowed under voice control or on
leash on the Oakwood Valley Fire Road and Oakwood Valley Trail from junction with Fire Road to
junction with Alta Trail, totaling approximately 1.3 miles. An additional approximately 0.8 mile of on-
leash dog walking is also available on the Oakwood Valley Trail from the trailhead to the junction with
Oakwood Valley Fire Road. However, many dog walkers allow their dogs off leash as soon as they exit
their cars along Tennessee Valley Road. On-leash dog walking is allowed on the lower section of the
Oakwood Valley Trail. This site is heavily used by local hikers, runners, bicyclists, and horseback riders
and moderately used by dog walkers (table 10). The majority of use occurs in the morning, as observed by
park staff. The number of commercial dog walkers using this site is relatively low. Oakwood Valley is not
patrolled as frequently as some other heavily used sites, so ticketed incidents here are lower than other
popular off-leash sites; only one incident for having a dog within a closed area was reported from 2008
through 2011 (table 14a). Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 8 dog-related violations were recorded (table
14b). During the public comment period of the draft plan/EIS, commenters described conditions at
Oakwood Valley, “The dog use on Alta and Oakwood Valley is the PRIME recreational use of these
trails, no question about it - 75% of persons using it have dogs (off leash mostly, not including
commercial walkers)” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1573) and “I walk my dogs on Oakwood Trail daily.
Most of the people on this trail have dogs and most unleashed” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2116).

Under the no-action alternative, there would be no impacts on the visitor experience of people who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park. Dog walkers would continue to allow their dogs off leash throughout the
site. Having dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the positive park experience for
visitors with dogs. No change in visitation by this user group would be expected at Oakwood Valley.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to visit the park without dogs would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice control at this
site. Some visitors may feel uncomfortable when encountering dogs. Visitors from this user group are
currently not able to have a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at Oakwood Valley would
have the potential to decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Oakwood Valley, commercial dog
walking is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the
impacts discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. There is only one known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will
have effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site. The proposed GGNRA interim
compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San Francisco and Marin counties to
obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a limit of six dogs. By reducing
congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs.
It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the park. Although this
proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than
three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered low at Oakwood Valley.

There would be no impact on the visitor use and experience of visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park under alternative A, and long term, minor, and adverse to visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park under alternative A. The cumulative impacts associated with the proposed interim
compendium agreement are not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the expected impacts
from the implementation of alternative A for either user group. Therefore, cumulative impacts would be
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negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs, and long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

OAKWOOD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | Off-leash dog walking would still be | Negligible cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site; site is moderate | cumulative impacts for visitors who
dog walking at the park use area for dog walking would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed on
the loop created by Oakwood Valley Fire Road and Oakwood Valley Trail. A total of approximately 1.6
miles of trail would be available for on-leash dog walking. No dogs would be allowed on the Oakwood
Valley Trail from the intersection with the Oakwood Valley Fire Road to the intersection with the Alta
Trail. On-leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash at the site. Dog walking would be required to
be on leash and the area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 0.5 mile. Adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy seeing and playing with dogs off leash. Impacts would
be moderate since this site is moderately used by dog walkers. During the public comment period one
commenter stated, “I’m not a dog owner ...The Oakwood Valley Trail is a short easy trail that is ideal for
the “brisk 30-minute walk” recommended to people like me to keep in shape in our 70s, and the many
dogs are an additional pleasure... I see no reason to change the off-leash rules for this trail. Oakwood
Valley is a valuable social site in southern Marin and should stay that way” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
1212). Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a
6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or
elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits
the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Some
visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation
by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at Oakwood
Valley under this alternative since dogs would be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the fire road between the Alta Trail and the intersection of the Oakwood Valley Trail,
creating an area for a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at Oakwood Valley would have the
potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Oakwood
Valley is uncommon, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Oakwood Valley.
As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-term moderate adverse impacts
(for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Oakwood Valley, and beneficial for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

OAKWOOD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for | Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term moderate adverse
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at longer be allowed; on-leash dog cumulative impacts for visitors
the park walking would be allowed in who would prefer to walk

designated areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; on-leash dog for visitors who would prefer
park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in not to have dog walking at the

restricted areas; a no-dog park

experience would be available

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. For alternative C, an approximately
0.8 mile VSCA is proposed for walking under voice control or on leash on the Oakwood Valley Fire
Road to the junction with Oakwood Valley Trail. The VSCA would include double gates at both ends (to
separate this use from other users of the site) and continuous fencing to protect sensitive habitat. On-leash
dog walking is proposed on Oakwood Valley Trail from the junction with the Oakwood Valley Fire Road
to a new gate at Alta Trail. This stretch of trail is approximately 0.5 mile long.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. Even though the
amount of area available to off-leash dogs would be reduced by approximately 0.5 mile, an area for dog
walking under voice and sight control would be available in a VSCA. The VSCA would still allow an
area for both exercise and socialization for dogs under voice and sight control. Visitors would have the
option of taking dogs to the VSCA or on-leash dog walking section of the trail. Therefore, dogs that do
not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the
opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. It is unlikely that there would be a
decrease in visitation by visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Although
dogs would still be allowed off leash in a portion of the site, visitors would be able to have a no-dog
experience along the Oakwood Valley Trail. In addition, dogs would be required to be on leash along a
portion of Oakwood Valley Fire Road, so visitors may feel more comfortable recreating in this area since
dogs would be restrained. The proposed fence to enclose the VSCA may adversely impact the aesthetics
of the site. During the public comment period, commenters stated the following, “...the idea of fencing
Oakwood Valley would despoil that park area far more than the current dog-walking” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 856) and “Continuous fencing on Oakwood Valley trail will significantly diminish
enjoyment of the natural environment for all users including non-dog accompanied humans and
horseback riders using this trail” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2118). Although the fence has the
potential to adversely impact the aesthetics of the area, overall, impacts to visitors who do not enjoy dogs
would be beneficial because of the assurance of a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at
Oakwood Valley would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
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permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
allocated at Oakwood Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk
one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity at Oakwood Valley is
uncommon, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Oakwood Valley.
As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: negligible impacts (for those who
prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the
dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at Oakwood Valley, and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

OAKWOOD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight | Negligible cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park control would be available; dogs visitors who would prefer to walk

would be prohibited on a portion of | dogs at the park
the Oakwood Valley Trail

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would be limited to the | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | fire road; a no-dog experience would | visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance be available have dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Alternative D would have
the same dog walking restrictions as alternative B, and impacts would also be the same: long-term
moderate adverse impacts for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs and beneficial impacts for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Oakwood Valley, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have
negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Oakwood Valley.
As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-term moderate adverse on visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

OAKWOOD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Long-term moderate adverse
for visitors who would prefer to walk be available; on-leash dog walking cumulative impacts for visitors
dogs at the park would be allowed only in designated who would prefer to walk dogs at
areas the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | be allowed; on-leash dog walking visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance would be allowed only on the fire road; | have dog walking at the park
a no-dog experience would be
available
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Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would have
the same dog walking requirements as alternative C, but unlike alternative C fencing around the VSCA
would be noncontinuous and only where needed. Impacts would also be the same as alternative C:

negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
allocated at Oakwood Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk
one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity at Oakwood Valley is
uncommon, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Oakwood Valley.
As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: negligible on visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park and beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at

the park.

OAKWOOD VALLEY ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be offered in a VSCA;
dogs would not be allowed on a
portion of the Oakwood Valley Trail

Negligible cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Dog walking would be limited to fire
road and a portion of the trail; a no-
dog experience would be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative.

The preferred alternative would allow a total of approximately 1.3
miles of on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the Oakwood Valley Fire
Road and on the Oakwood Valley Trail from the junction with the fire road to the junction with the Alta
Trail. On-leash dog walking would also be allowed on the Rhubarb Trail from the access path from the
Tamalpais Community Service District property at the park boundary east to Tennessee Valley Road.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash at the site. Dog walking would be required to
be on leash and the area available for dog walking would be reduced by 0.8 mile. Adverse impacts would
be expected for visitors who enjoy seeing and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that
their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be
difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to
adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to
the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. The addition of on-leash dog walking
on the Rhubarb Trail would allow visitors to access the Oakwood Valley Fire Road from the nearby
neighborhood without having to drive. This addition is beneficial for dog walkers; however, adverse
impacts would still occur from not permitting dogs under voice and sight control. Some visitors in this
user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local
residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

1034

Golden Gate National Recreation Area




Visitor Use and Experience

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at Oakwood
Valley under this alternative since dogs would be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the Rhubarb Trail, fire road between the Alta Trail and the intersection of the Oakwood
Valley Trail, creating an area for a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at Oakwood Valley
would have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be allocated at Oakwood
Valley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on
leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity at Oakwood Valley is uncommon, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Oakwood Valley.
As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-term moderate adverse impacts on
the visitor use and experience of visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park, and beneficial
impacts to visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park. The cumulative impacts
associated with the proposed interim compendium agreement are not expected to be great enough to alter
the intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user
group. Therefore, under alternative F cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate, and adverse for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs, and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park.

OAKWOOD VALLEY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk longer be available; on-leash dog cumulative impacts for visitors

dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in who would prefer to walk dogs at

designated areas the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would be limited to the | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking at | fire road; a no-dog experience visitors who would prefer not to

the park, assuming compliance would be available have dog walking at the park
Muir Beach

Alternative A: No Action. At Muir Beach, the bridge and path to the beach are available for on-leash
dog walking, totaling 0.1 mile. The approximately 0.2 mile-long beach is open to dogs under voice
control or on-leash dogs. Dogs are required to be on leash in the parking lot. The lagoon and creek are
currently closed to dogs. Muir Beach receives heavy visitation by beachgoers and walkers on the
weekends and moderate to high use on the weekdays. Dog walking use is considered low to high at this
site (table 10). During the park visitation study in 2011, 5.5 percent of visitors were dog walkers. Park
staff members have observed that some residents adjacent to Muir Beach allow their dogs to roam freely
off leash and unsupervised along the beach. Dogs have also been documented in areas closed to pets (i.e.,
Redwood Creek) at Muir Beach (appendix G). Overall, the number of leash law violations is low for this
site, with only nine occurring in 2008 through 2011; no dog bites or attacks were reported during this
period (table 15a). Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 18 dog-related incidents were recorded (table 15b).
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Under the no-action alternative, there would be no impact on the visitor experience of visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park. Dog walkers would continue to allow their dogs off leash throughout the
site. Visitors would continue to enjoy exercising, socializing, and playing with the dogs on the beach.
Having dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with
dogs. Residents adjacent to the beach would continue to allow their dogs to roam freely off leash without
supervision. No change in visitation by this user group at Muir Beach would be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to visit the park without dogs would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter off-leash dogs at this site, some of which would be under
voice control and some unsupervised. Visitors and parents with small children may be uncomfortable
with dogs running off leash while children are at play in the same area. Some visitors may find dogs
urinating and defecating on the beach and in the water objectionable. A no-dog experience would
continue to be unavailable at this site. During the public comment period on the draft plan/EIS,
commenters noted how the abundance of dogs off-leash detracts from the enjoyment of Muir Beach. One
commenter described conditions at Muir Beach that would continue under the no-action alternative, “I am
a Berkeley resident who frequently visits GGNRA sites for hiking outings on weekends. I have been
hiking and picnicking at Muir Beach since 1978 and have seen many changes in that area over the
decades. Most disturbing to me is the overabundance of dogs off leash. I no longer feel comfortable
picnicking or even sitting on the sand, as I've watched too many dogs urinate and defecate on the beach,
with no owner in sight. Even when an owner is responsibly monitoring their dog's behavior, there's not
much an owner can do when a dog has a loose bowel movement that cannot be picked up with a plastic
baggie and tossed in a garbage can. In addition, dogs off leash are a danger to toddlers and small
children” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1066). The adverse impacts would be moderate due to the high
use of this site and the relatively small size of the beach. Visitation by this user group at Muir Beach
would have the potential to decrease due to the presence of off-leash dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Muir Beach, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Muir Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described above under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that
have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of
Muir Beach.

The Dias Ridge Restoration and Trail Improvement Project realigned trail segments and restored
degraded areas on the ridge above Muir Beach. Specifically, the project removed unauthorized trails and
replaced or rehabilitated poorly aligned and eroding trail segments (NPS 20091, 1). At Muir Beach, the
Lower Redwood Creek Interim Flood Reduction Measures and Floodplain Channel Restoration Project
was completed in July 2007 to help reduce flooding on Pacific Way, which provides access to the beach.
Another project at this site, the Wetland and Creek Restoration at Big Lagoon, Muir Beach Project,
included wetland and creek restoration at the tidal lagoon. The project restored a functional, self-
sustaining ecosystem re-creating habitat for special-status species, reducing flooding on Pacific Way,
which improved public access. This project also provides public education and resource interpretation at
the site that benefits visitor experience, and provided enhanced aesthetics for visitors.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San

Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
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impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Muir Beach.

The restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of the Muir Beach area and results in negligible to
beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Muir Beach. However, since these
projects are focused on habitat restoration and flood reduction they are not directly related to dog
management or dog-related visitor use and would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for
alternative A. The proposed interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and
would have overall beneficial cumulative impacts, but these impacts are not expected to be great enough
to alter the intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for
either user group. Therefore, cumulative effects would not be measurable or perceptible on alternative A
and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either user group: negligible for those who
prefer to walk dogs and long-term, moderate and adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at
the site.

MuIR BEACH ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would Off-leash dog walking would still Negligible cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park be allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer not to under voice control on the beach; | cumulative impacts for visitors who
have dog walking at the park site is a high use area would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would allow on-leash dog walking in the parking
area, the Muir Beach Trail including the pedestrian bridge, the portion of Kaashi Way from the bridge to
the beach, and the beach. On-leash dog walking would be available on approximately 0.4 mile of trails
and the 0.2 mile-long beach. No dog walking under voice control would be allowed. The lagoon and
creek are currently closed to dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Impacts would be minor to moderate because dogs would no longer be allowed to run off
leash along the beach and this site has potential to receive moderate to high use on good weather days.
The practice by local residents of allowing their dogs to roam the beach unsupervised would be addressed
by law enforcement staff; allowing a dog to be off-leash would be citable. During the public comment
period, commenters described the importance of Muir Beach and walking their dogs off-leash. One
commenter stated, “Walking my dog on Muir Beach and letting her run free in the surf is one of the
freedoms I treasure” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 21). Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors
who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not
receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some
visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their
dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of
their owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to
exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in
this area.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at Muir
Beach since dogs would be restrained on leash. The beach may become more aesthetically pleasing to
these visitors, as dog walkers would be more likely to clean up after their pets when walking them on
leash. Visitation by this user group at Muir Beach would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog is not common at Muir
Beach, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Muir Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described above under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that
have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of
Muir Beach.

The Dias Ridge Restoration and Trail Improvement Project realigned trail segments and restored
degraded areas on the ridge above Muir Beach. Specifically, the project removed unauthorized trails and
replaced or rehabilitated poorly aligned and eroding trail segments (NPS 20091, 1). At Muir Beach, the
Lower Redwood Creek Interim Flood Reduction Measures and Floodplain Channel Restoration Project
was completed in July 2007 to help reduce flooding on Pacific Way, which provides access to the beach.
Another project at this site, the Wetland and Creek Restoration at Big Lagoon, Muir Beach Project,
included wetland and creek restoration at the tidal lagoon. The project restored a functional, self-
sustaining ecosystem re-creating habitat for special-status species, reducing flooding on Pacific Way,
which improved public access. This project also provides public education and resource interpretation at
the site that benefits visitor experience, and provided enhanced aesthetics for visitors.

Since impacts from these projects would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative B,
no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either user group: long-term, minor to moderate
adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs and beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at
the site.

MuIR BEACH ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk

restricted areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would have the same
dog walking restrictions as alternative B, and impacts would also be the same: long term, minor to
moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Muir Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Muir Beach, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term, minor to
moderate adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs and beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the site.

MUIR BEACH ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk

restricted areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. In the vicinity of Muir
Beach, alternative D would allow on-leash dog walking in the parking area and on the Muir Beach Trail
adjacent the parking lot. The pedestrian bridge to the beach and the beach itself would be closed to dogs;
the tidal lagoon and Redwood Creek, which are currently closed to dogs, would remain so.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Impacts would be moderate in intensity since visitors would no longer be able to walk their dogs
on the beach and this area currently receives low to, on good weather days, high use by dog walkers.
Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash.
Residents adjacent to the beach would no longer be allowed to have their dogs outside their yards or
roaming the beach unsupervised. During the public comment period on the draft plan/EIS, commenters
expressed the importance of the community at Muir Beach, “One of the joys of going to the Big Beach in
Muir Beach is watching the dogs of our community at play. This is a joy that brings happiness to all
concerned -- four and two legged. We live in a tiny village in a rural setting there is absolutely no need to
restrict out pets in this way. I've lived here for over eight years and have never seen dog feces left by their
owners for others to deal with. Our dog owners are responsible” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 737).
Other commenters stated, “Our dogs are always greeted and fussed over by strangers on the beach. The
dogs on Muir Beach help to make the beach a friendly, joyful experience for everyone. They create a
feeling of neighborhood and community and are an indelible part of the experience of the beach” (NPS
2011a, Correspondence 1017) and “Muir Beach is one of the few places dogs are allowed to go and just
be dogs. I'm not a dog owner, but I do live here and visit the beach regularly. The dogs look very happy
when here and they rarely cause trouble. Watching them makes me happy too! Muir Beach is small and
usually very quiet with few people on the beach most days of the week (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
1301). Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user
group would decline as most visitors would begin to use other areas within or outside the park for
recreation with dogs. One commenter stated, “this is an ideal spot for dogs, and i've never seen an owner
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not clean up for his/her dog. i would never come here if i couldn't bring my dog” (NPS 201 1a,
Correspondence 353).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would no longer be allowed on the beach, visitors would be able to experience this area without the
presence of dogs. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “We
have had the experience, on more than one occasion [at multiple Marin County GGNRA sites, including
Muir Beach], of off-leash dogs growling and baring their teeth and charging at us and our on-leash dog
who was not evoking a challenge. We have children and felt that their safety was in immediate peril... It
has been hard to relax at Muir Beach with so many dogs running loose, including dogs of breeds that are
statistically more likely to seriously injure people. I want to be able to go to this beach and relax and not
worry about being bothered by dogs nor worry about my children's safety. It's sad, but this is the one and
only reason I haven't gone to this beach in a long time, and I should be able to go and feel safe since this
is our nearest beach.” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3548). These visitors, especially those with small
children, would feel more comfortable recreating at this site. In addition, the area would become more
aesthetically pleasing since dog waste would no longer be present on the beach. Visitors who wish to
walk along the proposed Muir Beach Trail would only encounter on-leash dogs, which would allow better
control of the dogs by the owners. Visitation by this user group would likely increase, especially in the
beach area of the site.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Muir Beach, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have negligible
impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Muir Beach considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. Since impacts from these projects
would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative D, no change in impact level or
intensity is expected on either user group: long-term, moderate adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs
and beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.

MUIR BEACH ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park

Dog walking would be allowed on
leash and in designated areas;
no dogs would be allowed on the
beach

Long-term moderate adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the
park, assuming compliance

Dog walking would no longer be
allowed on the beach, allowing a
no-dog experience

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. In the vicinity of Muir
Beach, the parking area, the Muir Beach Trail, the pedestrian bridge, and the portion of Kaashi Way from
the bridge to the beach would be open to on-leash dog walking. The portion of Muir Beach south of
Kaashi Way would be a designated VSCA open to dogs under voice and sight control. This VSCA would
be approximately less than 0.1 mile in length. Dogs would be prohibited on the remainder of the beach
north of Kaashi Way. A total of approximately 0.4 mile of trails would be available for on-leash dog
walking. The lagoon and creek would remain closed to dogs. Alternative E would provide a balance for

all user groups, including dog walkers.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the beach would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Impacts on these visitors would occur since dogs would no longer be allowed on the entire beach;
however, impacts would be minimal because the VSCA would provide a separate area to enjoy recreation
activities associated with dogs under voice and sight control and to allow dogs to exercise and socialize.
The practice by local residents of allowing their dogs to roam the beach unsupervised would be addressed
by law enforcement staff; allowing a dog to be off-leash would be citable. Visitors would have the option
of taking dogs to the VSCA or on-leash dog walking areas. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough
exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under
voice and sight control within the VSCA. Although dogs would still be allowed off leash, impacts would
be minor and adverse due to reducing the VSCA by 0.1 mile in length and the low to high use by dog
walkers. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. It is expected that
visitation by this user group would stay the same due to the availability of the VSCA.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. The
restriction of dogs to a portion of the beach would allow visitors to have an area along the beach for a
park experience without the presence of dogs. These visitors, especially those with small children, would
feel more comfortable recreating in this portion of the site. In addition, the area would become more
aesthetically pleasing since dog waste would no longer be present on the beach. Visitation by this user
group at Muir Beach would likely increase.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Muir Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity at Muir Beach is not common, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Muir Beach considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. Since impacts from these projects
would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative E, no change in impact level or
intensity is expected on either user group: long-term, minor adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs and
beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.

MUIR BEACH ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on
leash and in designated areas; a
VSCA would be available, but half
the beach would not allow dogs

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would be
allowed in designated areas; a no-
dog experience would be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts
for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative.

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS

The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the beach, connecting bridge, Muir Beach Trail, and on Kaashi Way from the junction with the Muir
Beach Trail to the junction with Pacific Way. During periods when there is a connection between the
lagoon and the ocean, dog walking on Muir Beach would not be permitted. Fencing would be installed
along the dunes and lagoon as needed. A total of approximately 0.9 mile of trails and the approximately
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0.2 mile-long beach would be available for on-leash dog walking. The lagoon and creek would remain
closed to dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Impacts would be minor to moderate and adverse because dogs would no longer be allowed
to run off leash along the beach and Muir Beach can receive moderate use by dog walkers on good
weather days. The practice by local residents of allowing their dogs to roam the beach unsupervised
would be addressed by law enforcement staff; allowing a dog to be off-leash would be citable. Adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors and local residents who enjoy seeing and playing with dogs off
leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a
6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or
elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits
the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Some
visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation
by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors or any local residents who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be
beneficial. Since dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under
voice control. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable
recreating at Muir Beach since dogs would be restrained on leash. The beach may become more
aesthetically pleasing to these visitors, as dog walkers would be more likely to clean up after their pets
when walking them on leash. Visitation by this user group at Muir Beach would have the potential to
increase.

Under alternative F, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Muir Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Muir Beach, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Muir Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described above under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that
have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of
Muir Beach.

The Dias Ridge Restoration and Trail Improvement Project realigned trail segments and restored
degraded areas on the ridge above Muir Beach (NPS 20091, 1). At Muir Beach, the Lower Redwood
Creek Interim Flood Reduction Measures and Floodplain Channel Restoration Project was completed in
July 2007 to help reduce flooding on Pacific Way. Another project at this site, the Wetland and Creek
Restoration at Big Lagoon, Muir Beach Project, included wetland and creek restoration at the tidal
lagoon. The project restored a functional, self-sustaining ecosystem that re-created habitat for special-
status species, reduced flooding on Pacific Way, and provided enhanced aesthetics for visitors to
experience.

The restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of the Muir Beach area and results in negligible to
beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Muir Beach. However, these projects
are focused on habitat restoration and flood reduction and are not directly related to dog management or
dog-related visitor use and would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for the preferred
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alternative. The proposed interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and
would have overall beneficial cumulative impacts, but these impacts are not expected to be great enough
to alter the intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for
either user group. Therefore, cumulative effects would not be measurable or perceptible for the preferred
alternative and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either user group: long-term, minor
to moderate, adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs and beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the site.

MUuUIR BEACH PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate, adverse | Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk
restricted areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking longer be allowed; on-leash dog visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance walking would be allowed only in have dog walking at the park
restricted areas

Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, dogs are allowed on leash or under voice control on Rodeo Beach
and South Rodeo Beach (totaling approximately 0.6 mile length of beach total), but are prohibited in
Rodeo Lagoon for overall resource protection. On-leash dog walking is allowed on the footbridge and
access trail to the beach (approximately 0.2 mile total). Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach is a moderate to
high use area for surfers, walkers, and beachgoers, with low to moderate visitor use by dog walkers
(tables 10 and 11). During the 2008 visitor use survey at Rodeo Beach, 8.1 percent of users were dog
walkers (table 11) (IEC 2011, 10). Park staff have observed surfers leaving their dogs tied to their
vehicles or roaming the beach unattended while the surfers are in the water. It is common for
schoolchildren and GGNRA partner education groups, such as the Headlands Institute and the Young
Men’s Christian Association Point Bonita, to use the beach for educational purposes. Dog-related
incidents are low (30 incidents from 2008 through 2011 and 26 incidents from 2012 through 2016). There
were only three dog bites/attacks at this site likely because the concentration of users is dispersed along
the long beach (table 16a).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site. Visitors would
continue to have the opportunity to walk their dogs under voice control on both beaches. Having dogs off
leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with dogs. No change in
visitation by this user group at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to visit the park without dogs would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs under voice control at this site. These visitors and
parents with small children may be uncomfortable with dogs running around off leash while children are
at play in the same area. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated.
“Dogs and their owners have reduced my activities and visits to this beach. After my youngest son was
bitten by a dog (not at Rodeo) he was afraid of dogs for a few years and we stayed away from beaches
that permitted dogs off leash” (NPS 201 1a, Correspondence 2280). Some visitors may find dogs urinating
and defecating on the beach and in the water objectionable. One commenter stated, “I regularly find poop
bags right on the beach or right off the trails. Many times these poop bags are just across the bridge from
the "pet waste" container. Some owners don't even bother to pick up after their dogs. I can't walk barefoot
at the beach without watching my every step to make sure I don't walk on pet waste” (NPS 201 1a,
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Correspondence 1681). Some trails throughout the site would remain areas where visitors could
experience the site without the presence of dogs; however, a no-dog experience would not be available on
either beach. Visitation by this user group at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would have the potential
to decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. Commercial dog walking is not common at
Rodeo Beach or South Rodeo Beach, but has recently begun to increase. The impacts from commercial
dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts discussed above for both visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo Beach were
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The Cosco Busan Recreational Use
Restoration Projects Plan, has rehabilitated the Rodeo Beach restroom, shower and picnic area, and
improved the South Rodeo Beach access providing beneficial impacts to park visitors at this site. The
proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach.

When the impacts associated with alternative A of the dog management plan are combined with the
beneficial impacts from the projects discussed above, cumulative impacts to visitor use and experience
would be negligible for visitors who would prefer dogs at the park and long-term, minor, adverse for
visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.

RODEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would prefer to | Off-leash dog walking would still Negligible cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park be allowed on site and on both visitors who would prefer to walk

beaches dogs at the park
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dog | Long-term minor adverse
visitors who would prefer not to have dog |walking off leash throughout the cumulative impacts for visitors who
walking at the park site would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would allow on-leash dog walking on Rodeo
Beach, South Rodeo Beach, and on the footbridge and access trail to the beaches. A total of
approximately 0.2 mile of trails and approximately 0.6 mile length of beach would be available for on-
leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash. The lagoon is
currently closed to people and dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash on the beaches, as dog walking would be
required to be on leash. The amount of area available for dog walking would remain the same. Adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. During the
public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “It is the one place she can run
relatively free. It would be a shame to bar well behaved dogs from such an experience” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 1405). Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when
restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are
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disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash
also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be
sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a
result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. One
commenter described her experience at Rodeo Beach with school groups, “I work with environmental
education in the Marin Headlands.... We often have dogs (friendly or not) run up to and in the middle of
student groups. This can be very distracting as well as upsetting for students who are afraid of dogs
(which happens fairly often). It can be scary when a group is seated at the beach and a dog comes running
up at the students' eye level. At times we have even had some aggressive dogs approach our groups.
Additionally, it is challenging to teach students' to respect their parks when dogs are running into and
along the edges of the lagoon, after birds or surfers or chasing other wildlife” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 2974). Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more
comfortable recreating at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach since dogs would now be restrained on leash.
The beach may become more aesthetically pleasing to these visitors, as dog walkers would be more likely
to clean up after their pets when walking them on leash. Visitation by this user group at Rodeo
Beach/South Rodeo Beach would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Commercial dog walking is not common at
Rodeo Beach or South Rodeo Beach, but has recently begun to increase. It is likely that commercial dog
walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo Beach were
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The Cosco Busan Recreational Use
Restoration Projects Plan, has rehabilitated the Rodeo Beach restroom, shower and picnic area, and
improved the South Rodeo Beach access providing beneficial impacts to park visitors at this site. When
the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts
(for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor to moderate,
and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach and
beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

RODEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | longer be allowed; dog walking use |adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park is low to moderate at this site visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the longer be allowed; dog walking use | visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance is low to moderate at this site have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would provide an
approximately 0.4 mile VSCA on the full length of Rodeo Beach between the ocean and the proposed
post-and-cable fence to be installed to protect the shoreline habitat at the western edge of Rodeo Lagoon,
which is currently closed to people and dogs. The VSCA would not include South Rodeo Beach. On-
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leash dog walking would be required on the approximately less than one tenth of a mile footbridge that
leads to the beach. Dogs would be prohibited on South Rodeo Beach.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. Even though the
VSCA would be reduced by 0.2 mile, dogs would continue to be able to run off leash along Rodeo Beach.
Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash
would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. The area closed
to dogs on South Rodeo Beach would be relatively small compared to the size of Rodeo Beach. Dogs
would continue to receive adequate exercise by being off leash. Having dogs off leash and playing
throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with dogs. Visitation by this user group at
Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would likely remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs under voice control on Rodeo Beach. Rodeo Beach is
the most easily accessible beach at this site, only a 1-minute walk from the parking lot. These visitors,
especially those with small children, may feel intimidated by dogs running along the beach. Dogs would
be prohibited on South Rodeo Beach, which would provide a no-dog experience in a small portion of the
site; however, gaining access to the site can be challenging especially for elderly, handicapped, or visitors
with small children since a long, steep hike from the parking lot is required. Visitation by this user group
at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would have the potential to decrease due to the presence of dogs
under voice and sight control.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may have up to six
dogs off-leash and the permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be allowed at Rodeo
Beach/South Rodeo Beach. Commercial dog walking has recently begun to increase at Rodeo Beach. It is
likely that commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs at the park
and long-term, minor, adverse impacts to visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park. Impacts would be
adverse since visitors would likely encounter dog walkers with more than three dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo Beach considered
for the cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the
impacts associated with these projects are added to the beneficial impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
long-term, minor, adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the
dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach and long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the site.

RoDEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Beneficial impacts for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking would still be allowed
on site and off leash in the VSCA

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park, assuming
compliance

Visitors would still encounter dogs
under voice and sight control along
the beach

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Alternative D would allow
on-leash dog walking on the approximately 0.2 mile length of Rodeo Beach that is north of the footbridge
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and on the approximately 0.1 mile length of the footbridge to the beach. On-leash dog walking would be
based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash. South Rodeo Beach would be closed to dogs. The lagoon is
currently closed to people and dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Dog walking under voice and control would no longer be allowed at this site. The area available
for dog walking on Rodeo Beach would be reduced by approximately 0.4 mile. Adverse impacts would be
expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that
their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking
areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors,
particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-
leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their
owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different area in
GGNRA or a local city or county park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local
residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. A no-dog
experience would be available on a long stretch of Rodeo Beach close to the parking area and on South
Rodeo Beach. These visitors, especially those with small children, would feel more comfortable
recreating at these areas without the presence of dogs. Children, school groups, and GGNRA partner
education groups would be provided an area in which to play and receive educational experiences without
the presence of dogs. In addition, pet waste on the beach would no longer occur in the dog-free areas.
Visitation by this user group at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would likely increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Commercial dog walking is not common at
Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo Beach, but has recently begun to increase. It is likely that prohibiting
commercial dog walking from this site would have long-term minor adverse impacts on visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo Beach considered
for the cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the
impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term moderate adverse impacts (for those
who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D
of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate, adverse for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

RoDEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Dog walking would only be allowed on |Long-term moderate adverse
for visitors who would prefer to walk leash and in designated areas cumulative impacts for visitors
dogs at the park who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | be allowed; on-leash dog walking visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance would be allowed only in restricted have dog walking at the park
areas; a no-dog experience would be
available
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Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Under alternative E, dog
walking under voice and sight control would be allowed in a VSCA on Rodeo Beach and South Rodeo
Beach. A total of an approximately 0.6 mile length of beach would be available for off-leash dog walking,
the same area currently available. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the footbridge and access
trail to the beach, which totals approximately 0.2 mile in length. On-leash dog walking would be based on
an allowed 6-foot dog leash. The lagoon is currently closed to people and dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. Impacts would be
beneficial since the majority of the beach would still be available to dog walking under voice and sight
control. Dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would
still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. Visitors would be
required to walk their dogs on leash until they reach the VSCA, where their dogs would be allowed to
run, exercise, and socialize with other dogs. There would be no change in the mileage of on-leash trails
and off-leash beach area available for dog walking. Visitation by this user group at Rodeo Beach/South
Rodeo Beach would likely remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would not have the opportunity to have a no-dog experience on Rodeo Beach/South
Rodeo Beach and therefore may avoid Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach due to the presence of off-leash
dogs. In addition, some visitors would prefer not to recreate in an area where dogs are urinating or
defecating on the beach. Impacts would be minor and adverse since dogs would continue to be present
both on and off leash throughout the site. Visitation by this user group at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo
Beach would have the potential to decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may have up to six
dogs off-leash and the permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be allowed at Rodeo
Beach/South Rodeo Beach. Commercial dog walking has recently begun to increase at Rodeo Beach. It is
likely that commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs at the park
and long-term minor adverse impacts to visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park. Impacts would be
adverse since visitors would likely encounter dog walkers with more than three dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative C: beneficial for those who
prefer to walk dogs and long-term, minor, adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the
site.

RoDEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would still be allowed on | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer to walk dogs at the park site, including under voice and sight visitors who would prefer to walk
control in a VSCA dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dog Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer not to have walking under voice and sight control | cumulative impacts for visitors

dog walking at the park, assuming along the beach who would prefer not to have

compliance dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative includes a VSCA on 0.4 mile of the
main Rodeo Beach between the ocean and the proposed post-and-cable fence to be installed to protect the
shoreline habitat at the western edge of Rodeo Lagoon, which would remain closed to people and dogs to
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the southern boundary of the main beach where a rocky point divides the main beach from South Rodeo
Beach. Rodeo Beach is approximately 0.4 mile in length. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the
approximately less than one tenth of a mile footbridge and beach access steps that leads to the beach.
During periods when surface waters connect the lagoon and the ocean, no dogs would be allowed to enter
the connecting surface waters in the northwest portion of the VSCA or the beach access steps during
those seasonal periods. Dogs would be prohibited on South Rodeo Beach.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. Even though the
VSCA would be reduced by approximately 0.2 mile, there would still be a large off-leash area on Rodeo
Beach. The area closed to dogs on South Rodeo Beach would be relatively small compared to the size of
Rodeo Beach. Dogs would continue to receive adequate exercise by being off leash. Having dogs off
leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with dogs. Visitation by
this user group at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would likely remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs off-leash on Rodeo Beach. Rodeo Beach is the most
easily accessible beach at this site, only a 1-minute walk from the parking lot. These visitors, especially
those with small children, may feel intimidated by dogs running along the beach. Dogs would be
prohibited on South Rodeo Beach, which would provide a no-dog experience in a small portion of the
site; however, gaining access to the site can be challenging especially for elderly, handicapped, or visitors
with small children since a long, steep hike from the parking lot is required. Visitation by this user group
at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach would have the potential to decrease due to the presence of dogs
under voice and sight control.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may have up to six dogs off-leash and
the permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be allowed at Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo
Beach. Commercial dog walking has recently begun to increase at Rodeo Beach. It is likely that
commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs at the park and long-
term minor adverse impacts to visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park. Impacts would be adverse
since visitors would likely encounter dog walkers with more than three dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rodeo Beach/South Rodeo Beach were considered
for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration
Projects Plan, has rehabilitated the Rodeo Beach restroom, shower and picnic area, and improved the
South Rodeo Beach access providing beneficial impacts to park visitors at this site.

When the impacts associated with the preferred alternative of the dog management plan are combined
with the beneficial impacts from the project discussed above, cumulative impacts to visitor use and
experience would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer dogs at the park and long-term, minor,
adverse for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.
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RODEO BEACH/SOUTH RODEO BEACH PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Dog walking would still be allowed Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park on-leash and off-leash in a VSCA visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer not to have off leash, although under voice and | cumulative impacts for visitors who
dog walking at the park, assuming sight control, along the beach would prefer not to have dog
compliance walking at the park

Marin Headlands Trails

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, on-leash dog walking is allowed along portions of the Coastal Trail
(Hill 88 to Muir Beach), the Batteries Loop Trail, North Miwok Trail from Tennessee Valley to Highway
1, Marin Drive, and County View Trail. Dog walking under voice control (or on leash) is allowed along
other portions of the Coastal Trail (Golden Gate Bridge to Hill 88 and includes portions of the Lagoon
Loop Trail), the Coastal, Wolf Ridge, and Miwok Trail Loop, and the Old Bunker Fire Road Loop
(includes section of the Coastal Trail). A total of approximately 12.2 miles of trails are available for off-
leash or on-leash dog walking and 8.2 miles of trails are available for on-leash dog walking only.
Visitation by multiple user groups, including hikers, runners, school groups, horseback riders, and
bicyclists, is low to high and visitation by dog walkers is low to moderate at this park site (table 10). Dog-
related incidents are high at this site with a total of 269 from 2008 through 2011, with the majority of
incidents for having dogs within areas closed to pets (table 17a). Dog-related incidents between 2012 and
2016 totaled 232, with the majority being for leash law violations (table 17b) Enforcement in this area is
high since the current dog walking regulation is in a clearly delineated area, signs are present, and many
of the trails are easily accessible by law enforcement.

There would be no impacts on the visitor experience of those who would prefer to walk dogs at this park
site under the no-action alternative. Dog walkers would continue to use this site to allow their dogs to
exercise and play. A change in visitation by this user group at the Marin Headlands Trails would not be
expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Pet-related violations would continue under this alternative. Visitors hiking or bicycling in the
area may feel uneasy with off-leash dogs on the trails. Impacts would be expected to be minor, since the
site is not heavily used by dog walkers. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At the Marin Headlands Trails, commercial
dog walking is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to
the impacts discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near the Marin Headlands Trails were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The following is a discussion of projects that have had, are
currently having, or will have effects on visitors at or in the vicinity of the Marin Headlands Trails.

The Marin Headlands and Fort Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan provides planning
and infrastructure improvements that would provide greater access to and within the Marin Headlands
area for a variety of visitors in the park. The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission’s Tennessee Valley / Manzanita Connector Pathway Project has upgraded the existing path

1050 Golden Gate National Recreation Area



Visitor Use and Experience

to meet current FRA accessibility and design standards for a multi-use pathway and is encouraging area
residents to use the trail as an alternative to vehicular travel to reach key destinations (San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission 2009, 2). Accessibility site improvements at Marin
Headlands trails provided parking and accessible driveways to the Kirby Cove historic site, restrooms,
and campsites.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Marin Headlands Trails.

Beneficial impacts from these projects would be expected for all visitors at GGNRA; however, even
though these projects will benefit visitors at the park by improving the infrastructure in and around this
park site, these projects are not directly related to dog management or dog-related visitor use and would
not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative A. The proposed interim compendium
amendment is directly related to dog management and would have overall beneficial cumulative impacts,
but these impacts are not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the expected impacts from
the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user group since commercial dog walking use is
considered low. Therefore, cumulative effects would not be measurable or perceptible under alternative A
and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either user group: negligible for those who
prefer to walk dogs and long-term, minor and adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the
site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would Dog walking would still be allowed Negligible cumulative impacts for

prefer to walk dogs at the park on site and off leash in some areas | visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter on- Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer not to have leash and off-leash dog walking cumulative impacts for visitors who

dog walking at the park along the trails would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, no dogs would be allowed on the Marin
Headlands Trails.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and adverse
since dog walking would no longer be allowed at this site. During the public comment period for the draft
plan/EIS many commenters stated how dog walking within the Marin Headlands is important. One
commenter stated, “My family and I walk our dog Mazzy (black and tan coon hound) under voice
command on a daily basis. We believe her walks off leash have brought her back to her natural self reliant
ways. She does not do well in a dog park with the frantic stick and ball type dogs, frankly they intimidate
her and make her feel uneasy, she prefers the open space of our Marin Headlands trails.... This is our
dogs fondess times and we will surly miss this opportunity to share the natural surroundings with her if
we are forced off these trails ...” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1027). Another commenter stated, “The
opportunity to go on the Coastal Trail give me the opportunity to practice commands, meet other
responsible dog owners, and allow my dog to run (under voice control). Not having a car, I cannot drive
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my dog to a dog park that would be large enough to allow him some freedom and not be confronted by
too many dogs in one small fenced-in area” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1949). Impacts would be
moderate since this site has low to moderate use by dog walkers. Visitors would need to find other areas
in the park for dog walking. Visitors would no longer be able to play, run, and socialize with their dogs at
this park site. Visitors would no longer receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Visitation
by this user group at the Marin Headlands Trails would decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Hikers,
bicyclists, runners, and horseback riders would now be able to use the entire site without the presence of
dogs. Visitor incidents related to pet violations would no longer occur. Visitation by this user group
would be expected to increase.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near the Marin Headlands Trails were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The following is a discussion of projects that have had, are
currently having, or will have effects on visitors at or in the vicinity of the Marin Headlands Trails.

The Marin Headlands and Fort Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan provides planning
and infrastructure improvements that would provide greater access to and within the Marin Headlands
area for a variety of visitors in the park. The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission’s Tennessee Valley / Manzanita Connector Pathway Project has upgraded the existing path
to meet current FRA accessibility and design standards for a multi-use pathway and is encouraging area
residents to use the trail as an alternative to vehicular travel to reach key destinations (San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission 2009, 2). Accessibility site improvements at Marin
Headlands trails provided parking and accessible driveways to the Kirby Cove historic site, restrooms,
and campsites.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term moderate adverse impacts (for
those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long term, moderate, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Marin Headlands Trails and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts Visitors would no longer be Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk allowed to walk dogs at this site cumulative impacts for visitors who

dogs at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would not be allowed | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking at | on site; a no-dog experience visitors who would prefer not to

the park, assuming compliance would be available have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C, on-leash dog
walking would be allowed along the Lower Rodeo Valley Trail Corridor. This corridor extends from the
Rodeo Beach parking lot to the intersection of Bunker and McCullough roads via the North Lagoon Loop
Trail, the Miwok Trail, and Rodeo Valley Trail, and includes the connector trail from the Rodeo Valley
Trail to the Smith Road Trailhead. On-leash dog walking would also be allowed on the Old Bunker Fire
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Road Loop (including a section of the Coastal Trail), and the Batteries Loop Trail. This allows a total of
approximately 4.8 miles of on-leash dog walking at the site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash and would be limited to the Lower Rodeo
Valley Trail Corridor. Dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog
walking would be reduced by 15.6 miles. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one
commenter stated, “For years we have walked our dogs on leash up wolf ridge to hill 88. We love to share
these beautiful views and spaces w/our dogs. Please don't limit us to the lower reaches of the headlands”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2124). Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching
and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate
exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment
of this site. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash.
Visitation by this user group may decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at the Marin
Headlands Trails since dogs would now be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be
restricted to the Lower Rodeo Valley Trail Corridor; therefore, numerous trails, including sections of the
Coastal Trail, Wolf Ridge Trail, and Miwok Trail, would be available for a no-dog experience. Visitation
by this user group at the Marin Headlands Trails would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Marin Headlands Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to
walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at this site, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Marin Headlands Trails considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts
associated with these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those
who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C
of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long term, minor to moderate, and adverse for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Marin Headlands Trails and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk
designated areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | longer be allowed; a no-dog visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance experience would be available have dog walking at the park
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Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Dog walking restrictions
would be the same as alternative B and impacts on visitor use and experience would also be the same:
long-term moderate adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial
impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts from commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above in alternative B for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term, moderate, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Marin Headlands Trails and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Visitors would no longer be allowed | Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk to walk dogs at this site cumulative impacts for visitors who
dogs at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would not be allowed | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | on site; a no-dog experience would | visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance be available dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Under alternative E, on-
leash dog walking would be allowed on the Conzelman Coastal Trail from Highway 101 to the
McCullough Road intersection and then to the Coastal Trail Bike Route, including Julian Road, to Rodeo
Beach parking lot. On-leash dog walking would also be available on the Old Bunker Fire Road Loop
(which includes a section of the Coastal Trail), Batteries Loop Trail, North Miwok Trail from Tennessee
Valley to Highway 1, County View Trail, Marin Drive, Rodeo Avenue Trail, and Morning Sun Trail.
Alternative E would allow a total of approximately 17.7 miles of on-leash dog walking trails. The
addition of the Rodeo Avenue and Morning Sun Trails provides access to the Alta Trail, which extends to
Marin City and connects to Oakwood Valley.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would
be reduced by 2.7 miles. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated,
“Marin Headlands is one of those great parks that allows dogs and it would be a shame if the limited
amount of trails that dogs are allowed on is further reduced. Owning a dog means that when I go hiking,
my dog comes with me. The only reason that I visit Marin Headlands is because it allows dogs. I will not
return to the headlands in the future if trail access for dogs is diminished” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
922). Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off
leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a
6-foot leash. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash.
Visitation by this user group may decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at Marin
Headlands Trails since dogs would be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be restricted to
a portion of the site, thus allowing for a no-dog experience on some trails. Visitation by this user group at
the Marin Headlands Trails would have the potential to increase.
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Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Marin Headlands Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to
walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Marin
Headlands Trails, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative C: long term, minor to
moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Marin Headlands Trails and
beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk
designated areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial impacts for visitors
would prefer not to have dog walking at | longer be allowed; a no-dog who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance experience would be available dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. On-leash dog walking would be allowed along the Lower Rodeo
Valley Trail Corridor from the Rodeo Beach parking lot to the intersection of Bunker and McCullough
roads via the North Lagoon Loop Trail, and sections of the Miwok Trail and Rodeo Valley Trail, Smith
Trail from the parking lot to Rodeo Valley Trail, and includes the connector trail from Rodeo Valley Trail
to the Smith Road Trailhead. On-leash dog walking would also be available on the Old Bunker Fire Road
Loop (including a section of the Coastal Trail), Batteries Loop Trail, Rodeo Avenue Trail, and Morning
Sun Trail. In total, the preferred alternative offers approximately 5.9 miles of on-leash dog walking trails,
and the addition of the Rodeo Avenue and Morning Sun Trails provides access to the Alta Trail, which
extends to Marin City and connects to Oakwood Valley. Dog walking would be required to be on leash
and the area available for dog walking would be reduced.

Long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and
playing with dogs off leash. Visitors would no longer be allowed to walk dogs oft-leash and the total
amount of area available to dog walkers would be reduced by 14.5 miles. Dog owners may also feel that
their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking
areas would reduce these visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Some visitors in this user group may prefer to
find a different park in which to exercise their dogs off leash. Visitation by this user group may decrease
slightly. However, when dog walking opportunities at this site are combined with the preferred alternative
for Alta Trail, there would be an increase in the amount of trails available in southern Marin County.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at the Marin
Headlands Trails since dogs would be restrained on leash. In addition, dog walking would be restricted to
the Lower Rodeo Valley Trail Corridor; Rodeo Avenue Trail, Smith Trail, and Morning Sun Trail;
therefore numerous trails, including sections of the Coastal Trail, Wolf Ridge Trail, and Miwok Trail,
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would be available for a no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group at the Marin Headlands Trails
would have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be granted at Marin
Headlands Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three
dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at this site, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near the Marin Headlands Trails were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The following is a discussion of projects that have had, are
currently having, or will have effects on visitors at or in the vicinity of the Marin Headlands Trails.

The Marin Headlands and Fort Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan provides planning
and infrastructure improvements that would provide greater access to and within these areas for a variety
of visitors in the park. The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission’s Tennessee
Valley / Manzanita Connector Pathway Project upgraded the existing path to meet current FRA
accessibility and design standards for a multi-use pathway and is encouraging area residents to use the
trail as an alternative to vehicular travel to reach key destinations (San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission 2009, 2). Site improvements at Marin Headlands trails included providing
parking and accessible driveways to the Kirby Cove historic site, restrooms, and campsites.

Beneficial impacts from these projects would be expected for all visitors at GGNRA; however, even
though these projects will benefit visitors at the park by improving the infrastructure in and around this
park site, these projects are not directly related to dog management or dog-related visitor use and would
not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for preferred alternative. The proposed interim
compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and would have overall beneficial
cumulative impacts, but these impacts are not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the
expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user group since
commercial dog walking use is considered low. Therefore, cumulative effects would not be measurable or
perceptible on the preferred alternative and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either
user group: long-term, minor to moderate and adverse for those who prefer to walk dogs and beneficial
for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.

MARIN HEADLANDS TRAILS PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | longer be allowed; on-leash dog adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park walking would be allowed only in visitors who would prefer to walk
designated areas dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking longer be allowed; a no-dog visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance experience would be available have dog walking at the park
Fort Baker

Alternative A: No Action. On-leash dog walking is currently allowed in the Fort Baker area except for
the pier, closed for visitor safety, and the Chapel Trail, closed to protect adjacent mission blue butterfly
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habitat. There are currently approximately 3.8 miles of trails and 51.3 acres of other paved or grassy areas
available for on-leash dog walking. Visitation at Fort Baker is considered moderate for multiple user
groups and low for dog walkers. Dog walkers include guests with dogs at the newly opened Cavallo Point
Lodge at the Golden Gate and local residents who walk from Sausalito. Documented leash law violations
at this site totaled 52 from 2008 through 2011 (table 18a) and 55 dog-related incidents from 2012 through
2016 (table 18b). Park staff members frequently observe visitors allowing their dogs off leash in this site.
Staff observations of dog walkers have increased recently due to the increased presence of patrols since
NPS offices are now located in Building 507 at Fort Baker. In addition, an increase in enforcement in the
area is due to the higher phone call rate since the opening of the Cavallo Point Lodge, restaurant, and bar.

Under the no-action alternative, there would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
this park site. Visitors would continue to walk dogs on leash throughout the site and some visitors would
continue to disregard the leash regulation by walking their dogs off leash. Having dogs off leash and
playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with dogs. A change in visitation
by this user group at Fort Baker would not be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs both on and off leash at this park site and these
visitors may avoid this area due to the presence of dogs. Monitoring by law enforcement is regular at Fort
Baker due to the location of a law enforcement office at Fort Baker, yet compliance is low and park staff
members estimate that about half the visits from visitors with dogs are in violation. Dogs off leash have
been observed by park staff on the Parade Ground, Drown Fire Road, Battery Yates, and behind the Bay
Area Discovery Museum, which are all on-leash dog walking sites. Under the no-action alternative, there
would only be two areas in this park site, the pier and the Chapel Trail, for visitors to experience Fort
Baker without the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group at Fort Baker would have the potential
to decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Fort Baker, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Baker were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the beneficial impacts from the Marin Headlands and Fort
Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan as discussed above in alternative A for the Marin
Headlands Trails, the following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently having, or will
have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Fort Baker.

At Fort Baker, the newly rehabilitated Cavallo Point Lodge, which houses the Institute at the Golden
Gate, as well as infrastructure upgrades, waterfront improvements, and native habitat restoration, will
attract additional visitors to this site (NPS 2008h, 1). Cumulatively, a predicted increase in visitation
could result in additional incidents of dog encounters for visitors who prefer not to have dog walking
within GGNRA experiences under alternative A. In addition, the Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Project
would evaluate long-term ferry service from the San Francisco embarkation site to the existing pier at
Fort Baker. Although the projects mentioned are not directly related to dog management the benefit of
improved access and new facilities at Fort Baker may increase visitation enough to alter the intensity of
the expected impacts from the implementation of alternative A.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San

Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
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impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Fort Baker.

For visitors preferring not to have dog walking at the site, their experience could result in a long-term
moderate adverse impact because the opportunity to encounter dogs within the Fort Baker site could
increase even though dogs would be restricted to a leash and within designated areas. For those visitors
who prefer to have dog walking within the site, the beneficial effects of the projects could provide
impetus to visit the site, but would not provide any additional benefit to their visitor experience.

FORT BAKER ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would On-leash dog walking would still Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park be allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to
dog walking at the park have dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would allow on-leash dog walking on Drown Fire
Road, the Bay Trail (not including the Battery Yates Trail), Vista Point Trail (to be built), the
Lodge/Conference Center Grounds, and the Parade Ground. A total of approximately 2.8 miles of trails
and 45.3 acres of other grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog
walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be negligible. Visitors would
continue to walk dogs on leash throughout the site, except for the Battery Yates Trail. The amount of area
available for dog walking would only be reduced by approximately 0.9 mile of trail and 6 acres of other
areas. Since the Cavallo Point Lodge is a pet-friendly facility, visitors staying at the lodge would be
allowed to walk their dogs throughout the site. Visitation by this user group at this park site would be
expected to remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible.
Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dogs throughout most of the site. Impacts would be
negligible since dog walking would be allowed in similar areas to the no-action alternative. Having dogs
on leash at Fort Baker would provide visitor protection in an area of increasing visitation, both around the
lodge and along the waterfront. A no-dog experience would be available along the Battery Yates Trail, on
the pier, and on the Chapel Trail. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Fort Baker, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Baker were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the beneficial impacts from the Marin Headlands and Fort
Baker Transportation Infrastructure Management Plan as discussed above in alternative A for the Marin
Headlands Trails, the following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently having, or will
have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Fort Baker.
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At Fort Baker, the newly rehabilitated Cavallo Point Lodge, which houses the Institute at the Golden
Gate, as well as infrastructure upgrades, waterfront improvements, and native habitat restoration, will
attract additional visitors to this site (NPS 2008h, 1). Cumulatively, a predicted increase in visitation
could result in additional incidents of dog encounters for visitors who prefer not to have dog walking
within GGNRA experiences under alternative B. In addition, the Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Project
would evaluate long-term ferry service from the San Francisco embarkation site to the existing pier at
Fort Baker. Although the projects mentioned are not directly related to dog management the benefit of
improved access and new facilities at Fort Baker may increase visitation enough to alter the intensity of
the expected impacts from the implementation of alternative B.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the negligible impacts associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs and for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT BAKER ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible impacts for visitors who Visitors would still encounter dogs Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Alternative C would allow on-leash
dog walking on Drown Fire Road, the Bay Trail including the Battery Yates Trail, Vista Point Trail (to be
built), the Lodge/Conference Center Grounds, and the Parade Ground. A total of approximately 3.2 miles
of trails and 45.3 acres of other grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. On-
leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be negligible. Visitors would
continue to walk dogs on leash throughout the site. The amount of area available for dog walking would
only be reduced by approximately 0.6 mile of trail and 6 acres of other areas. Since the Cavallo Point
Lodge is a pet-friendly facility, visitors staying at the lodge would be allowed to walk their dogs
throughout the site. Visitation by this user group at this park site would be expected to remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible.
Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dogs throughout most of the site. Impacts would be
negligible since dog walking would be allowed in similar areas to the no-action alternative. Having dogs
on leash at Fort Baker would provide visitor protection in an area of increasing visitation, both around the
lodge and along the waterfront. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs, and the permit may restrict use by time and area.
Fort Baker is one of the seven park sites were permits would be allowed. Since commercial dog walking
is not common at Fort Baker, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on
both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: beneficial for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Baker and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

FORT BAKER ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer to walk dogs at the park be allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible impacts for visitors who Visitors would still encounter dogs | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance have dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed on the grounds of the Lodge/Conference Center, Bay Trail (not including Battery Yates
Trail), and Vista Point Trail (to be built). A total of approximately 2.3 miles of trail and 32 acres of other
grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. Dogs would no longer be allowed on
the Battery Yates Trail, Parade Ground fronting the Lodge Ground or on Drown Fire Road.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse as
alternative D would be the most restrictive for dog walking. Impacts would be minor and adverse because
the amount of area available to pets would be reduced by approximately 1.5 miles of trail and 19.3 acres
of other areas; however, a good portion of the site would still be available for walking dogs. Although a
large percentage of area would remain available for dog walking, reducing the dog walking areas would
reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to decrease
slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. This
alternative would provide more areas in Fort Baker where dogs would not be allowed, which would
benefit this user group’s no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to
increase at this park site.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Fort Baker, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have negligible
impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Baker considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.
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FORT BAKER ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

The area available to dogs would
be reduced

Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Some areas would prohibit dogs,
allowing a no-dog experience

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking restrictions
would be the same as alternative C and impacts on visitor use and experience would be the same as
alternative C: negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and negligible for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs, and the permit may restrict use by time and area.
Fort Baker is one of the seven park sites were permits would be allowed. Since commercial dog walking
is not common at Fort Baker, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on
both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B, beneficial for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs and for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT BAKER ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park

On-leash dog walking would still be

allowed on site

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible impacts for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the
park, assuming compliance

Visitors would still encounter dogs
throughout the site

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the Parade Ground; the length of the Bay Trail from the northern parking lot off of Conzelman Road to
the northern park boundary along East Road; on Fort Baker Trail between the southern intersection with
the Bay Trail at Sommerville Road to the northern intersection with the Bay Trail at East Road; and in the
main parking area at the Bay Discovery Museum on its connecting trails to both the Bay and Fort Baker
trails. This would total approximately 2.8 miles of trails and 42.3 acres of other grassy or paved areas
available for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be negligible. Visitors would
continue to walk dogs on leash throughout the site. The amount of area available for dog walking would
only be reduced by approximately 1 mile of trail and 9 acres of other areas. Since the Cavallo Point Lodge
is a pet-friendly facility, visitors staying at the lodge would be allowed to walk their dogs throughout the
site. Visitation by this user group at this park site would be expected to remain the same.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible.
Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dog walkers throughout most of the site. Impacts would be
negligible since dog walking would be allowed in similar areas to the no-action alternative. Having dogs
on leash at Fort Baker would provide visitor protection in an area of increasing visitation, both around the
lodge and along the waterfront. A no-dog experience would be available along the Drown Fire Road,
Vista Point Loop, on the pier, on the Chapel Trail, and on the Vista Point Trail when built. Visitation by
this user group would likely remain the same.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs, and the permit may restrict use by time and area. Fort Baker is one
of the seven park sites were permits would be allowed. Permits would be allowed at all on-leash areas at
Fort Baker except around any portion of the Cavallo Point Lodge buildings outside the main parade
ground. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Fort Baker, it is likely that commercial dog
walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Baker were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently
having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Fort Baker.

At Fort Baker, the newly rehabilitated Cavallo Point Lodge, which also houses the Institute at the Golden
Gate, as well as infrastructure upgrades, waterfront improvements, and native habitat restoration, will
attract additional visitors to this site (NPS 2008h, 1). Transportation infrastructure management in the
Marin Headlands and Fort Baker area provides greater access to and within these areas for a variety of
user groups in the park, resulting in beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience. In addition the
Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Project would evaluate long-term ferry service from the San Francisco
embarkation site to existing piers at Fort Baker.

Visitation for either user group considered under the dog management alternative analysis could increase.
Cumulatively, a predicted increase in visitation could result in additional incidents of dog encounters for
visitors who prefer not to have dog walking within GGNRA experiences under the preferred alternative;
however, available, designated dog walking areas are restricted in the preferred alternative and it is
unlikely that any increased visitation to Fort Baker resulting from the projects discussed would be great
enough to alter the level of intensity of impacts on visitor experience for either user group; overall, both
groups would benefit from the enhancements at the site under the preferred alternative.

FORT BAKER PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who would | On-leash dog walking would still be | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible impacts for visitors who would | Visitors would still encounter dogs Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to
park, assuming compliance have dog walking at the park
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SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY SITES
Upper and Lower Fort Mason

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, on-leash dog walking is allowed throughout Upper and Lower Fort
Mason. Currently approximately 2.6 miles of trails and sidewalks and 45.7 miles of other grassy and
paved areas are used for on-leash dog walking. This area is considered to have moderate to high visitor
use by walkers, bikers, runners, and sightseers. Dog walking is very popular with many of the local
residents as well as with local commercial dog walking businesses. Dog walking, including commercial
dog walking, is considered a low to moderate use at this site (table 10). The trail connecting San
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park to Lower Fort Mason, and ultimately to Crissy Field, is
heavily used by bicyclists, walkers, and runners. Dog-related incidents were high from 2008 through
2011, with 145 total incidents reported. The majority of incidents were for off-leash dog walking areas
(table 19a). In addition, six dog bites/attacks were reported from 2008 through 2011 (table 19a). Between
2012 and 2016 a total of 74 dog-related incidents were recorded, with the majority for animal complaints
and leash law violations (table 19b).

There would be no impact on the visitor experience of visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.
Visitors would continue to use the area for exercising, playing with, and socializing their pets. Some dog
walkers would continue to walk their dogs off leash throughout the site even though this would not be
allowed under alternative A. Commercial dog walkers would also continue to use the site and to walk four
to six or more dogs at a time, sometimes off leash. A change in visitation by this user group would not be
expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would continue to be long term,
minor to moderate, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on- and off-leash dogs at this
site. Incidents with dogs, such as dog bites/attacks, would continue. During the public comment period for
the draft plan/EIS, one commenter described the current conditions at Fort Mason as the following, “our
enjoyment of Fort Mason quickly turned to concern as we saw dogs running without supervision while
their owners engaged in conversations. twice one of our children was aggressively approached by a large
growling dog. we've been forced to find other areas of the city to enjoy the outdoors with our family. the
Fort Mason area in particular is a gem that deserves better management by the park service” (NPS 201 1a,
Correspondence 1079). Currently, visitors at this park site who would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park are not able to have a no-dog experience. Some visitors may avoid this area due to the presence
of dogs. Visitation by this user group at Upper and Lower Fort Mason would have the potential to
decrease due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking; however, commercial dog walkers
currently use Upper and Lower Fort Mason for dog walking. Under alternative A, there would be no
impact from commercial dog walking on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Some
visitors would continue to walk more than three dogs per walker and some visitors would continue to
enjoy the presence of multiple dogs. Impacts from commercial dog walking on visitors who would prefer
not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Some visitors may feel
uncomfortable recreating in this area if multiple dog walkers have more than three dogs at one time,
especially if the dogs are off leash.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Upper and Lower Fort Mason were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use
Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A of Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of
projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the
vicinity of Upper and Lower Fort Mason.
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The improvement of the San Francisco Bay Trail at Laguna Street and Marina Boulevard at Upper and
Lower Fort Mason was part of initiatives of park stewardship programs, and included the improvement of
pedestrian and bicycle traffic flow, and the revegetation of the landscape (GGNPC 2009, 1-2). The
proposed extension of the Municipal Railway’s Historic Streetcar Service would continue the F-line three
blocks west from San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park through the Fort Mason Tunnel to the
Fort Mason Center at GGNRA, for a total additional distance of about 0.85 mile, benefiting public
transportation in the area. The restoration projects would enhance aesthetics, safety and recreational
enjoyment for all visitors to Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Fort Mason was identified as a key site
targeted for increasing accessibility in GGNRA. Projects completed include improvements in accessibility
of picnic areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive and wayfinding signs, and parking and
accessible routes to these amenities. Beneficial impacts to visitor use and experience would result from
the improvements to accessibility of the sites for visitors with disabilities. The Alcatraz Ferry
Embarkation Project would evaluate long-term embarkation sites from the San Francisco waterfront at
Fort Mason to Alcatraz.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low to moderate at Fort Mason.

Cumulatively, all visitors, including both user groups would enjoy the enhanced viewshed of restored
habitat and improved trails and safety that results from the trail improvements. Improved public access
would benefit visitors except those who would prefer to walk dogs at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. It is
unlikely that dogs would be allowed on the streetcars and as a result, visitors who prefer to walk dogs at
the site, would not benefit to the same degree as other visitors. The cumulative benefits from public
access, trail and restoration projects when considered with the dog management proposed under
alternative A would not result in any substantial alteration of the impact intensity resulting from
implementation of dog management under alternative A. All visitors would be provided with beneficial
effects on their use and experience at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Cumulative impacts would be
beneficial for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who do not
prefer dogs at the park.

UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | On-leash dog walking would still be | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Visitors would still encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse

impacts for visitors who would prefer throughout the site cumulative impacts for visitors who
not to have dog walking at the park would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed at
Upper and Lower Fort Mason in Great Meadow, Laguna Green, lawns, sidewalks, paved trails, and open
areas around housing areas. A total of approximately 2.6 miles of trail and sidewalks and 18.8 acres of
other grassy or paved areas are available for on-leash dog walking.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible because on-leash dog
walking would still be allowed in a large percentage of the site; however, the available area for dog
walking would be decreased by approximately 26.9 acres of grassy or paved areas. The allowed number
of dogs walked for visitors or commercial dog walkers would be restricted to three dogs. Visitors would
continue to use the area for exercising, playing with, and socializing their pets. A change in visitation by
this user group would not be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dogs throughout the site. This site would not offer
a no-dog experience for this user group. Some visitors may avoid this area due to the presence of dogs.
Visitation by this user group at Upper and Lower Fort Mason would have the potential to decrease due to
the presence of dogs.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Upper and
Lower Fort Mason is common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have long term minor
adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Adverse impacts would occur
since dog walkers would not be able to walk more than three dogs. Visitor use by commercial dog
walkers may decline in this area. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park would be beneficial. This user group would no longer encounter dog walkers with four or more dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Upper and Lower Fort Mason were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use
Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A of Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of
projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the
vicinity of Upper and Lower Fort Mason.

The improvement of the San Francisco Bay Trail at Laguna Street and Marina Boulevard at Upper and
Lower Fort Mason was part of initiatives of park stewardship programs, and included the improvement of
pedestrian and bicycle traffic flow, and the revegetation of the landscape (GGNPC 2009, 1-2). The
proposed extension of the Municipal Railway’s Historic Streetcar Service would continue the F-line three
blocks west from San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park through the Fort Mason Tunnel to the
Fort Mason Center at GGNRA, for a total additional distance of about 0.85 mile, benefiting public
transportation in the area. The restoration projects would enhance aesthetics, safety and recreational
enjoyment for all visitors to Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Fort Mason was identified as a key site
targeted for increasing accessibility in GGNRA. Projects completed include improvements in accessibility
of picnic areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive and wayfinding signs, and parking and
accessible routes to these amenities. Beneficial impacts to visitor use and experience would result from
the improvements to accessibility of the sites for visitors with disabilities. The Alcatraz Ferry
Embarkation Project would evaluate long-term embarkation sites from the San Francisco waterfront at
Fort Mason to Alcatraz.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the negligible impacts (for those who prefer
dogs) and long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative
B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer to

walk dogs at Fort Mason and negligible for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.
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UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park be allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have dogs throughout the site visitors who would prefer not to
dog walking at the park, assuming have dog walking at the park
compliance

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C, dog walking
under voice and sight control would be allowed in two VSCAs established on the Great Meadow and
Laguna Green, with physical barriers to separate these areas from other users. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed on the sidewalks, paved trails, open areas around the housing, and the lawn area below
the Laguna Street path. A total of 2.6 miles of trails and sidewalks and 5.2 acres of other grassy or paved
areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. The new VSCAs total 6.3 acres of grassy area that
would be available for dog walking under voice and sight control.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. Although some areas
currently available to dogs would be closed, establishing two VSCAs at the site would be beneficial to
this user group as 6.3 acres of would now allow off-leash dog walking. Visitors would have the option of
taking dogs to VSCAs or on-leash dog walking areas. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise
or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and
sight control within the VSCAs. Upper and Lower Fort Mason is easily accessible from residential
neighborhoods, and this would offer residents separate areas to allow dogs to be exercised and socialized.
Visitors would have the opportunity to allow dogs to run and play with other dogs. Visitation by this user
group would potentially increase in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term,
moderate, and adverse. Because dogs would be allowed to be under voice and sight control in two
separate VSCAs at the site, this group of visitors would likely avoid these areas. Although the VSCAs
would be separated by a barrier from other users, visitor incidents related to dogs would be expected to
continue to some degree as dog walkers have less control of their dogs when the dogs are not restrained
on leash. Some areas of Upper and Lower Fort Mason would be available for a no-dog experience;
however, these areas would be relatively small compared to the size of the VSCAs. Visitation by this user
group at Upper and Lower Fort Mason would have the potential to decrease.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Since commercial dog walking activity at Upper and Lower
Fort Mason is common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Commercial dog walkers could continue to use the
site for dog walking and would be able to have up to six dogs off leash in the VSCA. Impacts on visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Visitors
would continue to encounter dogs throughout the site and dog walkers with permits could have up to six
dogs each.
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Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Mason considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the beneficial impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and long-term moderate
adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the dog management
plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Mason
and long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Dog walking under voice and sight | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park control would be available in two visitors who would prefer to walk

VSCAs dogs at the park
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for | Visitors would encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse
visitors who would prefer not to have under voice and sight control; a cumulative impacts for visitors who
dog walking at the park, assuming small area for a no-dog experience |would prefer not to have dog
compliance would be available walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Dog walking under voice
and sight control would be allowed in a 2.5 acre VSCA in the Laguna Green area. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed on the lawn below Laguna Street path and on all sidewalks, paved trails, parking lots,
and open areas around housing. A total of 2.6 miles of trails and sidewalks and 13.5 acres of other grassy
and paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed in many areas, including the Great Meadow, sidewalks, roadways, paved trails, housing
areas, parking lots, and the lawn area below the Laguna Street path. In addition to on-leash dog walking,
visitors would be allowed to have their dogs under voice and sight control in the VSCA where dog
owners would have an area for dogs to run and socialize with other dogs. Impacts would be beneficial
because 2.5 acres of paved or grassy areas would now be available for off-leash dog walking. Visitors
would have the option of taking dogs to the VSCA or on-leash dog walking areas. Therefore, dogs that do
not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the
opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. Visitation by this user group may
increase in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Dogs would still be present throughout the majority of the site and these visitors may avoid
using the Laguna Green area because of off-leash dogs. Visitor incidents related to dogs would be
expected to continue. Areas available for a no-dog experience would be expanded, including the Parade
Ground (near the hostel). Some visitors may continue to avoid this area due to use by dog walkers.
Visitation by this user group at Upper and Lower Fort Mason may decrease.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk (includes commercial dog walkers) dogs at the site
would be long term, minor, and adverse since commercial dog walking is common at this site. Visitation
by commercial dog walkers would decrease. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park would be beneficial. Visitors would no longer encounter dog walkers with four or
more dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Mason considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
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these projects are added to the beneficial impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and long-term minor
adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog management
plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Mason
and negligible for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer to walk dogs at the park control would be available in a visitors who would prefer to walk
VSCA dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would encounter dogs Negligible cumulative impacts for

visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site; a small area for | visitors who would prefer not to have

dog walking at the park, assuming a no-dog experience would be dog walking at the park

compliance available

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking restrictions
would be the same as alternative C and impacts on visitor use and experience would be the same as
alternative C: beneficial impacts for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs and long-term moderate
adverse impacts for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Since commercial dog walking is common at Upper and Lower
Fort Mason, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Commercial dog walkers could continue to use the site for dog
walking and would be able to have up to six dogs off leash in the VSCAs. Impacts on visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Visitors would
continue to encounter dogs throughout the site and dog walkers could have up to six dogs each.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative C: beneficial impacts for
visitors who prefer dogs at the park and long-term minor adverse impacts for visitors who do not prefer
dogs at the park.

UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park control would be available in two visitors who would prefer to walk

VSCAs dogs at the park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Visitors would encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse
for visitors who would prefer not to throughout the site; visitor incidents cumulative impacts for visitors who
have dog walking at the park, assuming | related to dogs would be expected to |would prefer not to have dog
compliance increase due to large VSCA areas; walking at the park

limited areas for a no-dog experience
would be available

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the multi-use Fort Mason bay Trail; Black Point Battery Trail; Great Meadow paths and grass areas;
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several grass areas between Van Ness Avenues south of Building 9 and Franklin Street; all sidewalks; the
grass areas east of Building 101; and the triangulated grass area within Shafer Court. On-leash areas
would include approximately 3 miles of trails and sidewalks and 12.6 acres of other grassy or paved
areas. A 2.4 acre VSCA would be established on the Laguna Green. Fencing and/or other landforms,
including a vegetative barrier would be installed at the VSCA to prevent dogs from entering the road or
other on-leash dog walking areas.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be beneficial. In addition to on-leash
dog walking, and visitors would be allowed to have their dogs under voice and sight control in the VSCA.
Dog owners would have an area for dogs to run and socialize with other dogs. Impacts would be
beneficial because 2.4 new acres of paved or grassy areas would now be available for off-leash dog
walking. Visitors would have the option of dog walking in the VSCA or the on-leash dog walking areas.
Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash
would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the newly established
VSCA. Visitation by this user group may increase in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Dogs would still be present throughout the majority of the site and these visitors may avoid
using the Laguna Green area because of off-leash dogs. Visitor incidents related to dogs would be
expected to continue. Although areas available for a no-dog experience would be expanded, including the
Parade Ground (near the hostel), piers at Lower Fort Mason, Community Gardens, and the General’s
Residence Area some visitors may avoid this area due to use by dog walkers. Visitation by this user group
at Upper and Lower Fort Mason may decrease.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs at this site. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six dogs
under voice and sight control. The Great Meadow Picnic Area would be limited to walking up to three
dogs. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Since commercial dog walking is common at Upper
Fort Mason, it is likely that this alternative would have beneficial impacts on dog walkers who would
prefer to walk more than three dogs at the park. Commercial dog walkers could continue to use the site
for dog walking and would be able to have up to six dogs, and could have all six off leash in the VSCAs.
Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dogs throughout the site and dog walkers with permits
could have up to six dogs each.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Upper and Lower Fort Mason were considered for
the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use
Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A of Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of
projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the
vicinity of Upper and Lower Fort Mason.

The improvement of the San Francisco Bay Trail at Laguna Street and Marina Boulevard at Upper and
Lower Fort Mason is part of initiatives of the park stewardship programs, and included improved
pedestrian and bicycle traffic flow, and revegetation of the landscape (GGNPC 2009, 1-2). The proposed
extension of the Municipal Railway’s Historic Streetcar Service would continue the F-line three blocks
west from San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park through the Fort Mason Tunnel to the Fort
Mason Center at GGNRA, for a total additional distance of about 0.85 mile, benefiting public
transportation in the area. The restoration projects would enhance aesthetics, safety, and recreational
enjoyment for all visitors to Upper and Lower Fort Mason.
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Fort Mason was identified as a key site targeted for increasing accessibility in GGNRA. The project
included improvements in accessibility of picnic areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive
and wayfinding signs, parking, and accessible routes to these amenities. Beneficial impacts to visitor use
and experience would result from the improvements to accessibility of the sites for visitors with
disabilities. The Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Project would evaluate long-term embarkation sites from
the San Francisco waterfront at Fort Mason to Alcatraz..

Cumulatively, all visitors, including both user groups would enjoy the enhanced viewshed of revegetated
landscape and improved trails and safety that result from the trail improvements. Improved public access
would benefit visitors except those who would prefer to walk dogs at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. It is
unlikely that dogs, other than service dogs, would be allowed on the streetcars. As a result, visitors who
prefer to walk dogs at the site would not benefit to the same degree as other visitors. The cumulative
benefits from public access, and trail and restoration projects when considered with the dog management
proposed under alternative F would not result in any substantial alteration of the impact intensity resulting
from implementation of dog management under alternative F. Impacts to visitor use and experience
would be beneficial for all users at Upper and Lower Fort Mason. Cumulative impacts would be
beneficial for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and negligible for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the
park.

UPPER AND LOWER FORT MASON PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park

On-leash dog walking would still be
allowed and dog walking under voice
and sight control would be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

in a newly established VSCA

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park, assuming
compliance

Visitors would still encounter dogs
throughout the site, including off-
leash dogs in the newly established
VSCA

Negligible adverse cumulative
impacts for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at
the park

Crissy Field

Common to All Alternatives. Impacts from dogs as a result of the two different definitions of the Crissy
Field WPA [the 36 CFR 7.97(d) definition for alternative A and the Warming Hut to approximately 900
feet east of the former Coast Guard Pier definition for alternatives B-F] would be the same for all
alternatives. Even though the WPA would be expanded for alternatives B—F, this change would not
influence the overall impacts analysis at this site, because it would neither increase nor decrease the
impacts described in the paragraphs that follow at Crissy Field. More explanation of these two definitions
can be found in the “Current Regulations and Policies” section of chapter 2.

Alternative A: No Action. Dogs are currently allowed under voice control at Crissy Field except in the
parking lots and picnic areas and in the WPA, where there is a seasonal restriction requiring on-leash dog
walking. Currently there are approximately 2.9 miles of trails and 1.3 miles of beach available for off-
leash dog walking. During the seasonal restriction the beach area available for off-leash dog walking is
reduced to approximately 0.9 mile in length, with an additional approximately 0.4 mile available for on-
leash dog walking within the WPA. In addition to the trails and beach, approximately 38.6 acres of other
grassy or paved areas are available for off-leash dog walking. A total of approximately 0.3 mile of trails
within the West Bluff picnic area and 3.2 acres of picnic areas are available for on-leash dog walking. The
Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon are currently closed to dog walking through the GGNRA
Compendium (NPS 2009¢). The two picnic areas at Crissy Field are large-capacity picnic areas and they
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are heavily used on good weather days and holidays. Picnic areas increase the length of stay by visitors at
park sites. Visitor use at Crissy Field is moderate to high for multiple user groups, including runners,
bicyclists, inline skaters, windsurfers, kite boarders, families with children, picnickers, and others.
Commercial use activity permits, such as for “Baby Boot Camp” and other outdoor exercise businesses,
special events, and increased bicycle rentals travelling through the area also contribute to the high visitor
use at Crissy Field. Visitor use by individual and commercial dog walkers ranges from low to high.
During the 2008 visitor use survey, 5.8 percent of visitors on Crissy Field trails were dog walkers (table
11) IEC 2011, 10). The beach and water areas at East Beach and the western edge of the WPA are
popular with families and children, and East and Central beaches are popular with dog walkers, including
those who let dogs swim in the water. Overall visitor use in the WPA is low to moderate by walkers,
beachgoers, and dog walkers (table 10). Compliance with dog walking regulations is low, from 2008
through 2011 total of 510 incidents were reported. Of the 510 incidents, 283 incidents were for having
dogs within the Crissy Field WPA during the seasonal restriction (table 20a). Seventeen dog bites/attacks
were also documented in the Crissy Field WPA. Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 98 dog-related
incidents were recorded, with the majority being for animal complaints and leash law violations (table
20b). The NPS installed new fencing, gates, and signs at the eastern boundary of the WPA in January
2010 to better define where dog walking restrictions start. Gates and signs were also installed at entry
points to the WPA. Commercial dog walkers typically walk five to eight dogs off leash at a time, and the
site usually has about 5 to 10 commercial dog walkers a day using areas in Crissy Field for dog walking
activities.

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue to have the opportunity to exercise and socialize their pets off leash
throughout the majority of the site. Having dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the
park experience for visitors with dogs. Commercial dog walkers would continue to walk dogs with no
maximum or permit required at any time. Visitation by this user group at Crissy Field would remain high
and would not be expected to change.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would continue to be long
term, moderate, and adverse. Visitor incidents (i.e., bites, attacks, injuries) involving dogs would be
expected to continue resulting in more injuries to people or dogs. This is a moderate to high use site for
multiple user groups. Some dogs would continue to jump on, knock over, or intimidate visitors, especially
small children. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, commenters described their
experience at Crissy Field. One commenter stated, “I have 2 small children and I feel like I can't use the
Crissy field beach due to off leash and aggressive dogs. Dogs often bark and target small children--
making the beach unusable. And, dog themselves get into brawls off leash and it is dangerous for nearby
children and people” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2035). Another commenter stated, “I love dogs but
over the last couple of years its really gotten out of control there, children play in the sand where dogs do
their business and run all over the place, while most owners aren't paying much attention. Also, dog fights
break out often, causing adult frustration and arguments” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 75). Seasonal
leash law violations in the WPA would also continue and/or increase. Visitors would not be able to have a
no-dog experience at this park site under alternative A. Some visitors may avoid this area due to the
presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group at Crissy Field would have the potential to decrease due to
the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking; however, commercial dog walkers
frequently use Crissy Field for dog walking. Under alternative A, there would be no impact on visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park from commercial dog walking. Visitors would continue to
walk any number of dogs and some visitors would continue to enjoy the presence of multiple dogs off
leash. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park from commercial dog
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walking would be long term, moderate, and adverse. Some visitors may feel uncomfortable recreating in
this area if dog walkers have multiple dogs under voice control at one time.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Crissy
Field.

The Crissy Field Restoration Project, which began in 1998, restored the Crissy Field tidal marsh and dune
habitat and also incorporated a fully accessible shoreline promenade, trails, boardwalks, overlooks, picnic
areas, seating areas, and bicycle and inline skating paths. Beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience
have resulted from this project as improved recreational opportunities have occurred. The Doyle Drive
replacement project will replace the 73-year-old Doyle Drive and make structural and seismic
improvements that will take place on lands in Area B of the Presidio (USDOT 2009, 1; Presidio Parkway
2010, 1). This project has the potential to adversely affect visitor accessibility to Crissy Field during
project construction in the short term, but it will improve accessibility between Presidio Trust lands and
GGNRA lands once the project is complete, resulting in beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience
for all visitors. The PTMP includes the preservation of the Presidio’s cultural, natural, scenic, and
recreational resources. The PTMP focuses on the long-term preservation of the park, including replacing
pavement with green space, improving and enlarging the park’s trail system, restoring stream corridors
and natural habitats, and reusing historic structures.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. This proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers
who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, particularly because commercial dog walking use is
considered high at Crissy Field. The cumulative impacts to visitors overall from the proposed interim
compendium agreement are anticipated to be negligible.

Restoration projects have enhanced aesthetics; improved trails, recreational paths, and visitor amenities
would increase safety and recreational enjoyment for all visitors to Crissy Field. All visitors, including
both user groups would enjoy the enhanced viewshed of restored habitat and improved trails and safety
that results from the trail improvements. However, it is expected that the level of cumulative impact
would not affect the existing level of intensity of adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking within the site. As a result, those visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at Crissy
Field would continue to experience long-term major adverse impacts while those that prefer to walk dogs
at Crissy Field would continue to benefit from enhanced trails, and other visitor amenities. Improved
infrastructure on Doyle Drive would improve accessibility for all visitors to Crissy Field but since it is not
directly related to dog-related visitor use, it is not expected to substantially alter the intensity of impacts
for either user group under alternative A.
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CRISSY FIELD ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | Dog walking would still be allowed Negligible cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park on site and off leash visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Visitors would still encounter off- Long-term moderate adverse
for visitors who would prefer not to leash dog walking in most areas of | cumulative impacts for visitors who
have dog walking at the park the site would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. No dogs would be allowed in the Crissy Field WPA, for the
protection of wintering populations of the western snowy plover. On-leash dog walking would be allowed
on the promenade, Crissy Airfield, East and Central beaches, paths leading to Central Beach, trails and
grassy areas near East Beach, around the Old Coast Guard Station, and on the Mason Street bike path. A
total of approximately 3.5 miles of trails, 0.8 mile length of beach, and 41.8 acres of other grassy or paved
areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. The Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon are currently
closed to dog walking through the GGNRA Compendium (NPS 2009e, 19).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse since off-leash dog walking would not be allowed. Although the amount of area available to
dogs would only be reduced by approximately 0.4 mile of beach (the WPA), the park experience for
visitors who prefer an off-leash dog walking experience would change. Adverse impacts would be
expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that
their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. During the public
comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters stated the importance of off-leash dog walking for
their dogs and for themselves. One commenter stated, “I have an 8 year old lab + I walk her daily at
Crissy Field - it would be impossible for her to get enough exercise on leash and I am 82 years old and
need to walk on the path for mobility & access...” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1666). Limiting dog
walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult for some
visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their
dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of
their owners, which may not be sufficient. Visitors looking for a VSCA for their pets, particularly those
looking for an off-leash beach area, would have to go to other park sites in San Francisco County or
adjacent counties. Visitation by visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would decrease at this
site as a result of alternative B.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at Crissy
Field since dogs would be restrained on leash. Crissy Field provides a variety of visitor experiences with
moderate to high visitation, and visitor incidents with dogs have occurred at this site in the past. It is
likely that visitor incidents with dogs would be minimized once this on-leash regulation is established.
Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is common at
Crissy Field, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have long-term minor adverse impacts on
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Visitation by commercial dog walkers would be
expected to decrease. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be
beneficial. Visitors would no longer encounter multiple dogs off leash.

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1073



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Crissy
Field.

The Crissy Field Restoration Project, which began in 1998, restored the Crissy Field tidal marsh and dune
habitat and also incorporated a fully accessible shoreline promenade, trails, boardwalks, overlooks, picnic
areas, seating areas, and bicycle and inline skating paths. Beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience
have resulted from this project as improved recreational opportunities have occurred. The Doyle Drive
replacement project will replace the 73-year-old Doyle Drive and make structural and seismic
improvements that will take place on lands in Area B of the Presidio (USDOT 2009, 1; Presidio Parkway
2010, 1). This project has the potential to adversely affect visitor accessibility to Crissy Field during
project construction in the short term, but it will improve accessibility between Presidio Trust lands and
GGNRA lands once the project is complete, resulting in beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience
for all visitors. The PTMP includes the preservation of the Presidio’s cultural, natural, scenic, and
recreational resources. The PTMP focuses on the long-term preservation of the park, including replacing
pavement with green space, improving and enlarging the park’s trail system, restoring stream corridors
and natural habitats, and reusing historic structures.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the moderate to major adverse impacts (for
those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major,
and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Crissy Field and beneficial for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

CRISSY FIELD ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate to major adverse | Dog walking would be allowed on | Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to |leash and in designated areas; off- |adverse cumulative impacts for

walk dogs at the park leash dog walking would no longer | visitors who would prefer to walk

be available dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | longer be allowed; visitor conflicts | visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance with dogs would be reduced dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be available in VSCAs on Central Beach and the center portion of Crissy Airfield. The
airfield VSCA is approximately 13.2 acres and Central Beach is approximately 0.5 mile in length. On-
leash dog walking would be available along the promenade, the eastern and western sections of Crissy
Airfield, the Mason Street bike path, trails and grassy areas near East Beach, around the Old Coast Guard
Station, paths to Central Beach, and picnic areas. On-leash dog walking areas would include
approximately 3.5 miles of trails and 28.6 acres of other grassy or paved areas. Dogs would not be
allowed in the Crissy Field WPA or on East Beach. The Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon are currently
closed to dog walking through the GGNRA Compendium (NPS 2009¢, 19).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Adverse impacts would range from minor to moderate due to the high volume of dog
walkers in this area and because visitors with dogs under voice and sight control would be allowed,
although restricted to two VSCAs. The area available for oft-leash dog walking would be reduced by 0.8
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mile of beach and 25.4 acres of other grassy or paved areas. Although the area would be more limited
than under the no-action alternative, alternative C would provide an area separated from other user groups
for exercising and socializing dogs and would provide the off-leash experience on the beach that most
visitors with dogs prefer. Dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained
by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCAs.
During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, some commenters expressed concerns about the
size of the VSCA being too small for the number of dog walkers at Crissy Field. One commenter stated,
“Alternative C ... is not large to be viable for all the dogs that use Crissy Field. Too small a space will
crowd dogs and dog walkers and exacerbate whatever problems the GGNRA is trying to solve. Much of
the year the tide is too high to use the beach and will further reduce the space which all dogs will be
forced to use” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3). Accessibility to the VSCA has the potential to be an issue
for elderly, handicapped, or visitors with small children. Having only limited parking adjacent to the
proposed VSCA at Crissy Field, and the distance from the parking to Central Beach would make it
difficult for elderly, disabled visitors and families with small children to access the VSCAs. One
commenter stated, “The distance to the Central Beach makes it difficult for frail seniors and impossible
for families with kids and dogs to manage to move themselves and their gear (strollers, beach stuff) from
the parking lot over the bridge to the beach” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2813). Limiting dog walking
areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would potentially
decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Dogs
would no longer be allowed off leash throughout the entire site; however, they would still be present in
most areas. Dogs under voice and sight control would be restricted to the VSCAs, which could be easily
avoided by this user group. Incidents between other user groups and dogs would potentially be
minimized. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would feel more
comfortable with dog walking on leash than under voice control. A no-dog experience would be available
on East Beach, which would be beneficial for these visitors, especially those with small children. During
the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “I often take my son to Crissy
Field to play at the beach and practically every time we are there, a dog or dogs will come up to our
picnic area and try to steal food or urinate on us and the owners do nothing” (NPS 201 1a, Correspondence
282). Some visitors may continue to avoid this area because of the presence of dogs; however, visitation
by this user group may increase because some individuals that have avoided this area due to the presence
of dogs in the past may begin to use the area since dog walking would be more controlled.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Crissy Field. Since commercial dog walking at Crissy Field is common, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the
park. Commercial dog walkers could continue to use the site for dog walking and would be able to walk
one to six dogs in the VSCAs. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park
would be long term, minor, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dog walkers with four or
more dogs throughout the site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors
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who would prefer to walk dogs at Crissy Field and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the site.

CRISSY FIELD ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice and sight Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer control would be limited to designated | adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park areas visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking control would be restricted to visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance designated areas have dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Like alternatives B and C,
dog walking would not be allowed in the Crissy Field WPA under alternative D. Dog walking under
voice and sight control would be allowed in an approximately 15.4 acre VSCA on the western portion of
Crissy Airfield. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the promenade, the eastern portion of Crissy
Airfield, the trails and grassy areas south of East Beach, around the Old Coast Guard Station, and the
Mason Street bike path. A total of approximately 3.3 miles of trails and 23.2 acres of other grassy or
paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. Dog walking would not be allowed on any
beach under this alternative. The Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon is currently closed to dog walking
through the GGNRA Compendium (NPS 2009e, 19).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Impacts would be adverse since most of the areas previously open to dogs under voice control
under the no-action alternative would be designated for on-leash dog walking under alternative D except
for the VSCA. Dog walking under voice and sight control would be concentrated in one area; however,
this area is very large—slightly more than 15 acres. Impacts would be moderate since off-leash dog
walking would not be allowed on any beach area in Crissy Field. A total of approximately 1.3 miles of
beach area would no longer be available for dog walking. Visitors would no longer receive personal
benefits from walking dogs on the beach. Even though visitors would no longer be able to walk dogs off
leash throughout the entire site, an area would be available for dogs to exercise and socialize under voice
and sight control without being restricted on leash. Dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become
aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight
control within the VSCAs. However, visitation by this user group could decrease since dog walkers
would no longer have access to the beach. During the public comment period, one commenter stated,
“Due to injuries, I can't go run my dog to tire her out, but I can take her to the beach at Crissy Field and
let her run up and down the beach playing with other dogs. We go to that beach at least once a week with
our dog, year round. It's a meet up place for people with dogs. We can enjoy the beautiful scenery while
our dogs get a chance to run and be free. We go there rain or shine, fog or sun, to let our dogs run. 95% of
the year the only people at the beach are people with dogs. It's not fair that the few days of warmth and
sun when people without dogs go to the beach would ruin the rest of the year for the many dog owners in
the bay area” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2341). Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’
enjoyment of this site. Dog owners who specifically look for the beach/water experience for exercise for
their dogs would probably not come to this site under this alternative.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. On-
leash dog walking would be allowed throughout the entire site except for the VSCA, which would be
approximately half the size of the VSCA established in alternative C, but still a substantial area (nearly
15 acres). It is likely that visitor incidents (bites/attacks) involving dogs would be minimized once this
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regulation is established. This user group may feel more comfortable accessing the site with on-leash dog
walking required; therefore, visitation by this user group may have the potential to increase. This
alternative would not allow many areas for a no-dog experience, so some visitors may avoid this park site.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the site (includes commercial dog walkers)
would be long term, minor, and adverse since commercial dog walking is common at this site. Visitation
by commercial dog walkers would decrease. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park would be beneficial. Visitors would no longer encounter dog walkers with four or
more dogs.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative D. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial
impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog management plan,
cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at Crissy Field and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

CRISSY FIELD ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Dog walking under voice and Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk sight control would be limited to cumulative impacts for visitors who
dogs designated areas would prefer to walk dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking sight control would be restricted visitors who would prefer not to have
at the park, assuming compliance to designated areas dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would provide
the greatest area for dog walking of all the action alternatives at Crissy Field. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed in the Crissy Field WPA. Dog walking would be allowed under voice and sight control
in two VSCAs: Central Beach (approximately 0.5 mile in length) and all of Crissy Airfield
(approximately 28.1 acres). On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the promenade, East Beach, paths
to Central Beach, trails and grassy areas near East Beach, around the Old Coast Guard Station, and on the
Mason Street Bike Path. A total of 3.5 miles of trails, 0.8 mile of beach, and 13.6 acres of other grassy or
paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. The Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon is
currently closed to dog walking through the GGNRA Compendium (NPS 2009¢, 19).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Impacts would be minor since visitors would still have an off-leash dog experience, although restricted to
two VSCAs. Although the area would be more limited than under the no-action alternative, alternative E
would provide an area separated from other user groups for exercising and socializing dogs and would
provide the voice and sight control experience on the beach that most visitors with dogs come to this site
for. The area available for off-leash dog walking on the beach would be reduced by 0.8 mile and the area
of other grassy or paved areas available for off-leash dog walking would be reduced by 10.5 acres. Dogs
that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the
opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCAs. Accessibility to the beach VSCA
has the potential to be an issue for elderly, handicapped, or visitors with small children, although the trails
through the airfield VSCA would provide access for many. Issues include limited parking areas for
handicapped persons and the length of the walk to the beach VSCA from the on-leash parking area.
During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, visitors with disabilities and small children
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expressed concerns for access to the VSCA on Central Beach. One commenter stated, “Due to a serious
accident I can no longer skate or engage in strenuous activities and therefore the ambiance of Crissy Field
has become even more important to our family. Our sons often bring our grandchildren to enjoy the
space. As the proposed areas of elimination at Crissy field appear it would be almost impossible for a
handicapped person with family and dog to get onto the beach” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2815).
Another commenter stated, “The lack of parking would prevent many people, especially the disabled and
seniors (like me) who cannot walk far, from exercising our dogs (e.g., throwing balls with Chuck-its). Our
dogs badly need their exercise and cannot get needed exercise by extremely limited on-leash walking,
because we cannot walk very far. We must have convenient off-leash areas” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 1627). Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site.
Visitation by this user group would decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Dogs
would no longer be allowed off leash throughout the entire site; however, they would still be allowed on
leash in most areas. Dogs under voice and sight control would be restricted to the VSCAs, which could be
easily avoided by this user group. Incidents between other user groups and dogs would potentially be
minimized. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would feel more
comfortable with some areas requiring on-leash dog walking. Dogs would be under more control when
restrained by a leash. Some visitors may continue to avoid this area because of the presence of dogs;
however, visitation by this user group may increase because some individuals who have avoided this high
conflict area in the past may begin to use the area since dog walking would be more controlled.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Crissy Field. Since commercial dog walking is common at Crissy Field, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the
park. Commercial dog walkers could continue to use the site for dog walking and would be able to walk
one to six dogs off-leash in the VSCA. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park would be long term, minor, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dog walkers with
four or more dogs throughout the site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts
(for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative E of the dog management plan, cumulative
impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Crissy
Field and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

CRISSY FIELD ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for | Dog walking under voice and sight | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | control would be limited to impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park designated areas to walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking | control would be restricted to visitors who would prefer not to have
at the park, assuming compliance designated areas dog walking at the park
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Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. Dog walking under voice and sight control would be available in
VSCAs on the central section of Crissy Airfield (approximately 10.8 acres) and Central Beach
(approximately 0.5 mile in length) as well as 0.3 trail mile. The VSCA on the central section of Crissy
Airfield would be bounded by paths on the eastern and western edges and by on-leash buffers along its
northern and southern boundaries with landscape design demarcations. The design will create buffers
between the off-leash dog area and the multi-use pathways at the Promenade and Mason Street.
Additionally, the western path would separate dogs from the no-dog area in the western portion of the
airfield. The VSCA on Crissy Airfield could be adjusted by approximately one acre to allow for future
potential design updates and safety improvements, as proposed in future planning projects. On-leash areas
within Crissy Airfield total 11.9 acres. On-leash dog walking is allowed within 3.8 miles of trail, and

1.3 acres within picnic areas. NPS would reduce or preclude the VSCA as dictated by special events,
although special events are held most often on the western sections of Crissy Airfield. On-leash dog
walking would be available along the promenade, the eastern section of Crissy Airfield, the paths to
Central Beach, trails, flat grass, and composite areas near East Beach, between the Promenade Cut-off
Trail and the park boundary, the East Beach parking lot, paths and hardened areas around the Old Coast
Guard Station, the Mason Street bike path, and Crissy Field Warming Hut picnic area. Dogs would not be
allowed in the Crissy Field WPA, or on East Beach, or within the West Bluff picnic area (3 acres) or the
western section of Crissy Airfield (5.3 acres). The Crissy Field tidal marsh and lagoon are currently
closed to dog walking through the GGNRA Compendium (NPS 2009e, 19).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Impacts would range from minor to moderate due to the high volume of dog walkers in this
area and because visitors with dogs under voice and sight control would be allowed, although restricted to
two VSCAs. Off-leash dog walking areas would be reduced by 0.8 mile of beach and 27.8 acres of grassy
or paved areas. If the VSCA on Crissy Airfield is adjusted in the future by approximately one acre to
allow for design updates and safety improvements additional impacts may occur. Although the area
would be more limited than under the no-action alternative, the preferred alternative would provide an
area separated from other user groups for exercising and socializing dogs and would provide the off-leash
experience on the beach that most visitors with dogs that come to this site prefer. Dogs that do not receive
enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk
under voice and sight control within the VSCAs. To reduce access issues to the VSCA on Central Beach,
a handicapped accessible mat would be installed. Visitation by this user group would potentially increase
because of better access for handicapped or elderly visitors with dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Dogs
would no longer be allowed off leash throughout the entire site; however, they would still be allowed on
leash in most areas. Dogs under voice and sight control would be restricted to the VSCAs, which could be
easily avoided by this user group. Incidents between other user groups and dogs would potentially be
minimized. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would feel more
comfortable with dog walking on leash than under voice control. A no-dog experience would be available
on East Beach, which would be beneficial for these visitors, especially those with small children. Some
visitors may continue to avoid this area because of the presence of dogs; however, visitation by this user
group may increase because some individuals who have avoided this area due to the presence of dogs in
the past may begin to use the area since dog walking would be more controlled.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six dogs under voice
and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be allowed at Crissy Field.
Dog walkers with four to six dogs and an NPS-issued permit would be allowed at Crissy Airfield,
portions of Crissy Promenade that lead from East Beach parking lot to the eastern-most Central Beach
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access path and from Crissy Airfield to the Central Beach VSCA, and the Mason Street multi-use path.
Since commercial dog walking is common at Crissy Field, it is likely that commercial dog walking would
have beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Commercial dog walkers
could continue to use the site for dog walking and would be able to walk one to six dogs off-leash in the
VSCA. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term,
minor, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter dog walkers with four or more dogs throughout
the site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Crissy Field were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A, the following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently
having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Crissy Field.

The Crissy Field Restoration Project, which began in 1998, restored the Crissy Field tidal marsh and dune
habitat and also incorporated a fully accessible shoreline promenade, trails, boardwalks, overlooks, picnic
areas, seating areas, and bicycle and inline skating paths. Beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience
have resulted from this project. The Doyle Drive replacement project will replace the 73-year-old Doyle
Drive and make structural and seismic improvements that will take place on lands in Area B of the
Presidio (USDOT 2009, 1; Presidio Parkway 2010, 1). This project has the potential to adversely affect
visitor accessibility to Crissy Field during project construction in the short term, but it will improve
accessibility between Presidio Trust lands and GGNRA lands once the project is complete, resulting in
beneficial impacts on visitor use. The PTMP includes the preservation of the Presidio’s cultural, natural,
scenic, and recreational resources. The PTMP focuses on the long-term preservation of the park,
including replacing pavement with green space, improving and enlarging the park’s trail system, restoring
stream corridors and natural habitats, and reusing historic structures.

Restoration projects would enhance aesthetics; improved trails, recreational paths, and visitor amenities
would increase safety and recreational enjoyment for all visitors to Crissy Field. All visitors, including
both user groups would enjoy the enhanced viewshed of restored habitat, improved trails and safer
conditions that results from the trail improvements. Improvements to the infrastructure of Doyle Drive
would benefit all visitors to Crissy Field by providing improved access; however, this project combined
with the restoration and improvement projects at Crissy Field do not directly affect dog management or
dog-related visitors and as a result, do not cumulatively add to or take away from the impacts expected
from the preferred alternative. As a result, beneficial impacts would occur for those visitors who prefer
not to have dog walking at Crissy Field from implementation of designated and more restrictive dog
management. Those visitors that prefer to walk dogs at Crissy Field would find a long-term minor adverse
impact to their visitor use and experience as a result of the preferred alternative.

CRISSY FIELD PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Dog walking under voice and sight | Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | control would be limited to adverse cumulative impacts on
walk dogs at the park designated areas visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | control would be restricted to visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance designated areas have dog walking at the park
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Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point National Historic Site Trails

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, on-leash dog walking is allowed at the Fort Point Promenade,
Battery East Trail, Andrews Road, Presidio Promenade, and the grassy area near the restrooms. This
totals approximately 1.5 miles of trails and 0.2 acre of other grassy or paved areas available for dog
walking. Dogs are prohibited inside the fort and on the pier. From 2008 through 2011, 23 dog-related
incidents were reported with 15 off-leash violations (table 21a). From 2012 to 2016, 5 dog-related
incidents were reported (table 21b). Park staff members frequently observe visitors walking their dogs off
leash. Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails is a moderate to high use area for multiple user
groups, including runners, walkers, and bicyclists along the Fort Point Promenade on the entrance road.
Dog walking is considered a low to high use activity (table 10). There is also high to moderate use of the
pier by fishermen. In addition, the Fort Point Promenade runs along a public roadway (Marine Drive), so
the site is busy with motorists, including large tour vehicles.

Under the no-action alternative, there would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park. Visitors would continue to be able to walk dogs on leash throughout the site, although some
visitors would continue to occasionally let their dogs run without a leash. Visitation by this user group
would be expected to remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would continue to be long
term, minor, and adverse. Multiple user groups would continue to use this site for recreation, including
runners, walkers, dog walkers, and bicyclists. User groups such as runners and bicyclists may prefer to
experience this site without the presence of dogs. There would be little opportunity for a no-dog
experience on the grounds of Fort Point; however, most visitors to this site come to see the historic fort
and the scenic views of the Golden Gate Bridge. Visitation by this user group would not be expected to
change as tourism would continue unrelated to alternatives for dog management at GGNRA.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Fort Point, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails were
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). Projects include the Doyle Drive
replacement project and the PTMP, which are described under alternative A for Crissy Field. The project
also includes the proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment, which would require commercial
dog walkers in San Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at
GGNRA sites, with a limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would
have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who
prefer not to have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on
commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking
use is considered low at Fort Point.

When the improvements to the aesthetics of the area and potential increase in visitation from these
projects are added to the impacts associated with the dog management plan under alternative A,
cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and long-term, minor,
adverse for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.
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FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | On-leash dog walking would still be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs Long-term minor adverse
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site; little opportunity | cumulative impacts for visitors
dog walking at the park for a no-dog experience would exist | who would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Alternative B would be similar to alternative A. On-leash dog
walking would be allowed at the Fort Point Promenade, Battery East Trail, Andrews Road, Presidio
Promenade, and the grassy area near the restrooms. A total of approximately 1.5 miles of trail and 0.2
acre of other grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. No off-leash dog
walking would be available under this alternative. On-leash dog walking would be based on a 6-foot dog
leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. The amount of area
open to dog walking and the dog walking regulation would be the same as the no-action alternative.
Visitors would continue to be able to walk dogs on leash throughout the site. Visitation by this user group
would likely remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would range from negligible to
long term, minor, and adverse since this is a low to high use site for dog walkers. Visitors would continue
to encounter dogs throughout the site. This site would continue to have little area offering a no-dog
experience. Visitation by this user group at Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails would likely
remain the same.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Fort Point
Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails is not common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have
negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails were
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). Projects include the Doyle Drive
replacement project and the PTMP, which are described under alternative A for Crissy Field. When the
impacts associated with these projects are added to the negligible impacts associated with alternative B of
the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at Fort Point and negligible to long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the site.
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FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs in the park

On-leash dog walking would still be
allowed on site

Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible to long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the park,
assuming compliance

Visitors would still encounter dogs
throughout the site

Negligible to long-term minor
adverse cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Restrictions on dog walking under
alternative C would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor experience would also be
the same: negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and negligible to long term,

minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would
only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not
common at Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, it is likely that commercial dog walking would
have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: negligible for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Point and negligible to long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impacts for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park

On-leash dog walking would still be
allowed on site

Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible to long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer not
to have dog walking at the park,
assuming compliance

Visitors would still encounter dog
walking throughout the site

Negligible to long-term minor
cumulative impacts for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, on-
leash dog walking would be allowed only along the Battery East Trail, which allows dog walkers to travel
from Crissy Field to the Golden Gate Bridge. A total of approximately 0.4 mile of trails would be

available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
The area available for on-leash dog walking would be reduced by 1.1 miles of trail and 0.2 acre of other
grassy or paved areas. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise with
the reduced acreage available. Although alternative D would restrict dog walking to one trail, the trail
traverses the entire shoreline from the Crissy Field/Marina Gate to the Golden Gate Bridge. Limiting dog
walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Some visitors may begin to access different
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parks due to the limited area for dog walking at this site. Visitation by this user group at Fort Point
Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails may decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be limited to only the Battery East Trail, visitors would have the opportunity to experience many
areas in the site without the presence of dogs, and visitor incidents between multiple user groups and dogs
would not likely occur. This alternative would provide for the most visitor safety in areas highly
congested with motor vehicle and bicycle traffic and multiple user groups. Visitation by this user group
would be expected to increase at the site.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at the Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking
from this site would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park
and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Point considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term, minor, adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) impacts associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who prefer
dogs at Fort Point and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be allowed on Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | leash and in designated areas cumulative impacts for visitors who

at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would be allowed on Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking leash and in limited areas; a no- visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be available | have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking restrictions
under alternative E would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor experience would
also be the same: negligible impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and negligible
impacts to long-term minor adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this
park site.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would
only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not
common at Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, it is likely that commercial dog walking would
have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: negligible for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Point and negligible to long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be Negligible cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park
Negligible to long-term minor adverse | Visitors would still encounter dog Negligible to long-term minor
impacts for visitors who would prefer walking throughout the site adverse cumulative impacts for
not to have dog walking at the park, visitors who would prefer not to
assuming compliance have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would include on-leash dog walking
along the Fort Point Promenade, Bay Trail, Battery East Trail, Andrews Road, Presidio Promenade, and
the Coastal Trail west of the Golden Gate Bridge. A total of approximately 1.5 miles of trail and 0.2 acre
of other grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking. Off-leash dog walking would
not be available at the site under this alternative. On-leash dog walking would be based on a 6-foot dog
leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. The area open to dog
walking and the dog walking regulation would be the same as the no-action alternative. Visitors would
continue to be able to walk dogs on leash throughout the site. Visitation by this user group would likely
remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would range from negligible to
long term, minor, and adverse since this is a low use site for dog walkers. Visitors would continue to
encounter dogs throughout the site. This site would continue to have little area offering a no-dog
experience. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters stated concerns about
the amount of area at Fort Point available for a no-dog experience. One commenter stated, “...we believe
there is a decided lack of opportunity to have a "no dog" experience or to even avoid unwelcome
approaches by dogs, given the narrowness of many of the trails” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 4215).
Visitation by this user group at Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails would likely remain the
same.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be issued for Fort Point
Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to
walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Fort Point
Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible
impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and on visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails were
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The following is a discussion of projects
that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity
of Fort Point Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails.
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Improvements are being made to Fort Point facilities to improve visitor accessibility (NPS 2010g, 1). The
Doyle Drive replacement project will replace the 73-year-old Doyle Drive and make structural and
seismic improvements that will take place on lands in Area B of the Presidio (USDOT 2009, 1; Presidio
Parkway 2010, 1). This project has the potential to adversely affect visitor accessibility to Fort Point
Promenade/Fort Point NHS Trails during project construction in the short term, but it will improve
accessibility between Presidio Trust lands and GGNRA lands once the project is complete, resulting in
beneficial impacts on visitor use for all visitors to Fort Point. Better accessibility could potentially
increase visitation to Fort Point for all visitors including both user groups and especially for tourists and
other visitors who come to Fort Point for the viewshed and cultural resource. These visitors would be
expected to visit Fort Point for short time periods and would not venture along trails to a great extent;
however, an increase in encounters with dogs could be expected for this user group as well as for visitors
who come to Fort Point and would prefer not to have dog walking at the site. The PTMP includes the
preservation of the Presidio’s cultural, natural, scenic, and recreational resources. The PTMP focuses on
the long-term preservation of the park, including replacing pavement with green space, improving and
enlarging the park’s trail system, restoring stream corridors and natural habitats, and reusing historic
structures. The PTMP would be beneficial for all park users as these projects would improve aesthetics of
the area.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the negligible impacts associated with
alternative F of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at Fort Point and negligible to long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT POINT PROMENADE/FORT POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE TRAILS PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F
CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who On-leash dog walking would still be | Negligible cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park
Negligible to long-term minor adverse Visitors would still encounter dogs Negligible to long-term minor
impacts for visitors who would prefer throughout the site cumulative impacts for visitors
not to have dog walking at the park, who would prefer not to have
assuming compliance dog walking at the park

Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, dogs under voice control are allowed on Baker Beach north of
Lobos Creek. A total of approximately 0.6 mile of beach is available for off-leash dog walking. On-leash
dog walking is allowed in the picnic areas, the parking areas, and the trails to the beach except for the
Batteries to Bluff Trail, which does not allow dogs. This area includes approximately 5.3 miles of trails
available for on-leash dog walking. Visitor use in this area is low to moderate for dog walkers and low to
moderate for beachgoers and picnickers on the weekends and holidays (table 10). During the 2008 visitor
use study, 6.9 percent of visitors at the sand ladder were dog walkers (table 11) (IEC 2011, 10). A total of
86 dog-related incidents were reported between 2008 and 2011. The majority of incidents were for having
dogs off-leash or within a closed area. In addition 6 dog bites or attacks were reported during this period
(table 22a). A total of 49 dog-related incidents were reported between 2012 and 2016 with the majority
being for animal complaints and dog walkers in closed areas (table 22b).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue to exercise, play with, and socialize their dogs under voice control
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along the beach and walk their dogs on leash in the picnic area and parking lots. Visitation by this user
group would remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor
to moderate, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice
control at this site. Although few visitor incidents between user groups such as beachgoers and picnickers
and visitors with dogs have been documented, the potential for incidents to occur would remain. In
addition, this is a low to moderate use site for visitors with dogs. During the public comment period on
the draft plan/EIS, commenters described conditions at Baker Beach, “Dogs running around without a
leash are a major problem in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. Too often the dogs get too close
to people who are afraid of them, barking wildly. I see them on trails, such as the Battery to Bluffs Trail,
where they are not allowed” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2798). The presence of dogs under voice
control on the beach may frighten some visitors, especially those with small children. In addition,
beachgoers and picnickers may prefer to experience these activities without the presence of dogs.
Visitation by this user group at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge could decrease.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Baker Beach, commercial dog walking
is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge
were considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan
Recreational Use Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach and the
PTMP described under alternative A for Crissy Field, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Baker
Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge.

Between August and November of 2007, 73,000 tons of landfill debris was unearthed by excavators at
Baker Beach and conveyed to the top of the cliffs as part of a restoration effort (Presidio Trust 2010a, 1).
Additionally, in 2008 park stewardship programs completed improvements on the Batteries to Bluffs
Trail on the bluffs just north of Baker Beach. Baker Beach has been identified as a key site targeted for
increasing accessibility in GGNRA and design is underway for improvements in accessibility of picnic
areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive and wayfinding signs, and parking and accessible
routes to these amenities.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Baker Beach.

These projects have resulted in benefits from improved aesthetics and access for all visitors at Baker

Beach. Therefore, cumulative effects would be beneficial for those who prefer to walk dogs and long-
term, minor, and adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.
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BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | Dog walking would still be allowed Beneficial cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park on site, both on leash and off leash | visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Visitors would still encounter dog Long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer walking throughout the site cumulative impacts for visitors who
not to have dog walking at the park would prefer not to have dog

walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on Baker Beach, in
picnic and parking areas, and on all trails except for the Batteries to Bluffs Trail and the Battery Crosby
Trail, where dogs would be prohibited. In total, approximately 5.2 miles of trails and 0.6 mile of beach
would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be long term, minor to
moderate, and adverse. Impacts would be minor to moderate and adverse because dogs would no longer
be allowed to run off leash along the beach and this site receives low to moderate use by dog walkers,
many of which allow their dogs to be off leash. Dog walking would be required to be on leash; however,
the area available for dog walking would only be reduced by approximately 0.1 mile of trail. Adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. During the
public comment period, one commenter stated, “If our dog wasn't allowed off lead at Baker or Ocean
Beach, he would be depressed. I love my dog, and it would hurt me to see him on lead for 45 minutes
around our house rather than out for 1:45 at a beach. It is our responsibility as dog owners to protect our
dogs.... it will only worsen our dogs lives, and frustrate their owners” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
1674). Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a
6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or
elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits
the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Some
visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation
by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control.
Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at
Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge since dogs would be restrained on leash. Visitation by this
user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have
negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge
were considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan
Recreational Use Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach and the
PTMP described under alternative A for Crissy Field, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Baker
Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge.
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Between August and November of 2007, 73,000 tons of landfill debris was unearthed by excavators at
Baker Beach and conveyed to the top of the cliffs as part of a restoration effort (Presidio Trust 2010a, 1).
Additionally, in 2008 park stewardship programs completed improvements on the Batteries to Bluffs
Trail on the bluffs just north of Baker Beach. Baker Beach has been identified as a key site targeted for
increasing accessibility in GGNRA and design is underway for improvements in accessibility of picnic
areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive and wayfinding signs, and parking and accessible
routes to these amenities.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term, minor to moderate and
adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs)
associated with alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term,
minor, adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate
Bridge and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking would be allowed on Long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer to |leash and in designated areas; no dog | cumulative impacts for visitors
walk dogs at the park walking under voice control would be | who would prefer to walk dogs

available

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Off-leash dog walking would no longer | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | be allowed visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Dog walking restrictions under
alternative C would be the same as those under alternative B. Impacts on visitor use and experience would
be the same as under alternative B: long term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at
this park site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. Permits would be allowed at Baker Beach.
Impacts to visitor use and experience from permit holders with six dogs off-leash are expected to increase
under this alternative; however, since commercial dog walking is not common at Baker Beach, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term minor adverse

impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial impacts on visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1089



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on
leash and in designated areas; no
dog walking under voice control

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the

would be available park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would no
longer be allowed

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Alternative D would be the
most restrictive alternative for dog walking at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge. Dog
walking would be prohibited on the beach north of the north parking lot. On-leash dog walking would be
allowed on the beach south of the north end of the north parking lot, parking lots and picnic areas, and the
trails to the southern beach area, and the Coastal Trail. A total approximately 5.1 miles of trails and
approximately 0.2 mile of beach would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. An area for dogs to be off leash would no longer exist at this site and the area available for dog
walking would be reduced by 0.2 mile of trail and 0.4 mile of beach. Adverse impacts would be expected
for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. During the public comment period, one
commenter expressed the importance of dog walking at Baker Beach, “My dog and I have gone to Baker
Beach twice daily for the last five years. It has been a lifesaver not only for me because of the opportunity
to exercise and socialize” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1755). Dog owners may also feel that their pets
are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking areas would
reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly
those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash, although
there are other accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA. Having dogs on-leash also
limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient.
Visitors may begin to use other parks in the city for off-leash dog walking. Visitation by this user group
may decrease at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. This
alternative would give visitors an opportunity to experience a large section of the site without the
presence of dogs and would provide a second beach in GGNRA San Francisco lands that would be
entirely available for a no-dog beach experience. Visitors may feel more comfortable in areas where on-
leash dog walking would be required. It is likely that potential incidents between other user groups and
dogs would be minimized. Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase at this site.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking
from this site would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park
and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B.
When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term, moderate and adverse
impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated
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with alternative D of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, adverse
for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge and
beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts
for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on
leash and in designated areas; no
dog walking under voice control

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the

would be available park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would no
longer be allowed; a no-dog
experience would be available on
the beach

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would provide
the most dog walking access of all the alternatives. Dog walking under voice and sight control would be
allowed in an approximately 0.2 mile VSCA on the portion of Baker Beach from the north parking lot
south to the NPS boundary near Lobos Creek. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the
approximately 0.4 mile portion of Baker Beach north of the north parking lot, in picnic areas and parking
lots, and on 5.2 miles of trails, except the Batteries to Bluffs and the Battery Crosby trails, where dog
walking would be prohibited.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. Even though visitors
would no longer be allowed to have dogs under voice control along the entire beach, the VSCA would
still provide the opportunity for exercising and socializing under voice and sight control. The VSCA on
the beach would be reduced by approximately 0.4 miles and on-leash trails would be reduced by
approximately 0.1 miles. Dogs would be walked on leash on the northern section of the beach. Visitors
would have the option of walking dogs in the VSCA or in the on-leash dog walking areas. Dogs that do
not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the
opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. Impacts would be negligible since
this site is not considered a high use area for dog walking and dog walkers would have a VSCA on the
beach. Visitation by this user group would be expected to remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Impacts would be minor because dogs would still be allowed throughout the site and dogs
would be off leash on the south portion of the beach. Visitors would still encounter both on-leash dogs
and dogs under voice and sight control. Although dogs are not allowed on the Batteries to Bluffs and
Battery Crosby trails, an entirely no-dog experience would not be available under alternative E. Visitation
by this user group would have the potential to decrease.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may have up to six
dogs off-leash, and the permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits allowing dog walkers to walk
four to six dogs would be granted at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge. Since commercial
dog walking is not common at this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible
impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge
considered for the cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B.
When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the negligible impacts (for those who prefer
dogs) and minor adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative E of the
dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be beneficial for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge and negligible for visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the site.

BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible impact for visitors who would | Dog walking would be allowed on most | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer to walk dogs at the park of the site; dog walking under voice visitors who would prefer to walk
and sight control would be available dogs at the beach

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site; an entirely no-dog | visitors who would prefer not to
dog walking at the park, assuming experience would not be available have dog walking at the park
compliance

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the North Beach between the north terminus of the beach and the Baker Beach Access Trail #2. On-leash
dog walking would also be allowed on the Coastal Trail from the northern boundary of the site to the
Baker Beach parking lot, Baker Beach Access Trails #1 and 2, the access paths from both the 25th
Avenue gate to the beach and from that southern beach below NPS lands to a trail along the eastern side
between the northern and southern parking lot to the intersection with the 25th Avenue path, and the
North Picnic Area. A total of approximately 2 miles of trails and 0.3 mile of beach would be available for
on-leash dog walking. No dog walking would be allowed in the South Picnic Area, on the beach south of
Baker Beach Access Trail #2, or on trails accessing the south section of Baker Beach, including the
riparian area around Lobos Creek outlet.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. An area for dogs to be off leash would no longer exist at this site and the area available for dog
walking would be reduced by approximately 3.3 miles of trail and 0.3 mile of beach. Adverse impacts
would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash at the beach. Dog
owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult
for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control
their dogs on-leash, although there are other accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA.
Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners,
which may not be sufficient. Visitors may begin to use other parks in the city, both within and outside
GGNRA, for off-leash dog walking. Visitation by this user group may decrease at this site. During the
public comment period, one commenter stated, “I find the proposed changes to be most unacceptable, and
feel that they will basically end the use of this area for recreational use by dog owners and their
companion animals” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 361).

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. This
alternative would give visitors an opportunity to experience a large section of the site without the
presence of dogs and would provide a second beach in GGNRA San Francisco lands that would be
entirely available for a no-dog beach experience. Visitors may feel more comfortable in areas where on-
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leash dog walking would be required. It is likely that potential incidents between other user groups and
dogs would be minimized. Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase at this site.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more than three
dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. Permits would be allowed at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden
Gate Bridge. The North Beach, Baker Beach Access Trail #2, and the northern and southern parking lots
would be open to dog walkers with four to six on-leash dogs with a NPS-issued permit. All other
designated dog walking areas would only permit walkers with up to three dogs. Since commercial dog
walking is not common at Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge, it is likely that commercial dog
walking would have negligible impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and a
negligible impact for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge
were considered for the cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K).

In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects Plan described under alternative A
for Stinson Beach and the PTMP described under alternative A for Crissy Field, the following is a
discussion of projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and
experience at or in the vicinity of Baker Beach and Bluffs to Golden Gate Bridge.

Between August and November of 2007, 73,000 tons of landfill debris was unearthed by excavators at
Baker Beach and conveyed to the top of the cliffs as part of a restoration effort (Presidio Trust 2010a, 1).
Additionally, in 2008, park stewardship programs completed improvements on the Batteries to Bluffs
Trail on the bluffs just north of Baker Beach. Baker Beach was identified as a key site targeted for
increasing accessibility in GGNRA and design is in progress for projects that include improvements in
accessibility of picnic areas, camping views, beaches, restrooms, interpretive and wayfinding signs, and
parking and accessible routes to these amenities.

These projects have resulted in benefits from improved aesthetics and access for all visitors at Baker
Beach. Therefore, cumulative effects would be long-term, minor, adverse for those who prefer to walk
dogs and beneficial for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.

BAKER BEACH AND BLUFFS TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts
for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Dog walking would be allowed on
leash and in designated areas; no
dog walking under voice control

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the

would be available park

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park, assuming compliance

Off-leash dog walking would no
longer be allowed; a no-dog
experience would be available on
the beach

Fort Miley

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, dogs under voice control are allowed at both East and West Fort
Miley. A total of approximately 0.5 mile of trail and 2.5 acres of other grassy or paved areas are available
for off-leash dog walking. Fort Miley is a low dog use area mostly used by local residents, and by bird-
watchers, picnickers, and patients from the VA Hospital. Fort Miley is located adjacent to the VA
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Hospital and has heavy pedestrian/vehicle traffic and construction traffic. No pet-related violations have
been recently documented at Fort Miley.

No impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be expected under the no-action
alternative. Dog walkers would continue to have the opportunity to walk dogs off leash in East and West
Fort Miley. This site would continue to be an easily accessed area for local residents to let their dogs run
and socialize with other dogs. Having dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park
experience for visitors with dogs. No change in visitation by this user group at Fort Miley would be
expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice control at this
site. Impacts would be minor since the site is not a high use dog walking area and since there is no
documentation of pet-related violations at this site. Picnickers may prefer to experience this activity
without the presence of dogs. VA hospital patients may also prefer to visit the site without the presence of
dogs. Some visitors may continue to avoid this site due to the presence of dogs; however, visitation would
likely remain the same.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Fort Miley, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. There is one known project that has had, is currently having, or will have effects
on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site. The proposed GGNRA interim compendium
amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion
and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would
also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the park. Although this proposed
amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than three
dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered low at Fort Miley.

The proposed interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and would have
overall beneficial cumulative impacts, but these impacts are not expected to be great enough to alter the
intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user
group. As a result, cumulative impacts are considered negligible.

Cumulative impacts on the visitor use and experience of visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the
park under alternative A, would result in negligible cumulative impacts on this user group. Impacts on the
visitor use and experience of visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long
term, minor, and adverse under alternative A.

FORT MILEY ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | Dog walking would still be allowed | Negligible cumulative impacts for

to walk dogs at the park on site, both on leash and off leash | visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term minor adverse cumulative

visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site impacts for visitors who would prefer

dog walking at the park not to have dog walking at the park
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Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, dogs would no longer be allowed at either
East or West Fort Miley. Dogs would be prohibited for number of reasons, including conflicting uses with
popular recreational pursuits such as bird-watching and picnicking. Due to the concrete bunkers edged by
steep embankments at both East and West Fort Miley and the location of the VA Hospital directly
adjacent to the site, safety is a concern at this location. This site typically has VA hospital patients using
the area and heavy pedestrian and vehicular traffic, which causes safety concerns for both visitors and
dogs.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Impacts would be minor since dog walking use at this site is considered low. Visitors would no longer
receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Visitors looking for an area to walk their dogs off
leash would now have to go to one of the city dog parks. Visitation by this user group would be expected
to decrease at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park site would be beneficial. The
entire Fort Miley site would be available for a no-dog experience. Picnickers, bird-watchers, and VA
hospital patients who would prefer to experience the site without the presence of dogs would benefit
under this alternative. Visitors who have avoided this site in the past due to the presence of dogs may
begin to use this site for recreational purposes. Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase
at this site.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Fort Miley. As
such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-term minor adverse impacts (for
those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B, of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, adverse for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Miley and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the site.

FORT MILEY ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for No dog walking would be allowed; Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | site is low use area for dog walkers | cumulative impacts for visitors who
at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the

park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would no longer be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at |allowed on site; a no-dog experience | visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance would be available have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C, on-leash dog
walking would be allowed only in the trail corridor along the east edge of East Fort Miley. A total of
approximately 0.2 mile of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Dogs would no longer be allowed in West Fort Miley and on-leash dog walking would be restricted to a
trail corridor in East Fort Miley. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire
site. Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would
be reduced by approximately 0.3 mile of trail and 2.5 acres of other grassy or paved areas, adverse
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impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners
may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult
for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control
their dogs on-leash, although there are other accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA.
Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners,
which may not be sufficient. Visitors looking for a place to walk their dogs off leash would have to use
other park sites. Impacts would be minor since the area is considered a low use area for dog walking.
Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs. This alternative
would provide visitors the opportunity for recreational experiences without the presence of dogs in West
Fort Miley. This alternative would separate dog walkers from other user groups such as ropes course
users, school groups, and picnickers. A no-dog experience would be provided in the picnic areas at both
East and West Fort Miley. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase, since
visitors who previously avoided the site because of the presence of dogs may begin to use Fort Miley.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Fort Miley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity is not common at this site, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term minor and
adverse for visitors who would prefer dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who do not prefer dogs
at the park.

FORT MILEY ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | longer be allowed; area for on- cumulative impacts for visitors who

at the park leash dog walking would be would prefer to walk dogs at the
reduced park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking would no longer be allowed; a no- | visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be have dog walking at the park
available

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Restrictions on dog
walking under alternative D would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor use and
experience would also be the same: long term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above in alternative B for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term minor and
adverse for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the
park.

FORT MILEY ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would no longer be Long-term minor adverse
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | allowed on site; site is low use area cumulative impacts for visitors
at the park for dog walking who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would no longer be Beneficial cumulative impacts
would prefer not to have dog walking allowed on site; a no-dog experience | for visitors who would prefer not
at the park, assuming compliance would be available to have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Under alternative E, on-
leash dog walking would be allowed in the trail corridor along the east edge of East Fort Miley and on the
road through West Fort Miley. A total of approximately 0.4 mile of trails/roads would be available for on-
leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
The amount of area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 0.1 mile of trail and
2.5 acres of other paved or grassy areas. In addition, dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash
throughout the entire site. Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available
for dog walking would be reduced, adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching
and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate
exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment
of this site. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or
elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash, although there are other accessible
sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can
obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not be sufficient. Visitors looking for a place to
walk their dogs off leash would have to use other park sites. Impacts would be minor since the area is
considered a low use area for dog walking. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at
this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs. This alternative
would provide visitors the opportunity for recreational experiences without the presence of dogs in the
majority of East and West Fort Miley. This alternative would separate dog walkers from other user groups
such as ropes course users, school groups, and picnickers. A no-dog experience would be provided in the
picnic areas at both East and West Fort Miley. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to
increase, since visitors who previously avoided the site because of the presence of dogs may begin to use
Fort Miley.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
granted at Fort Miley, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Fort Miley, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1097



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term minor and
adverse for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the
park.

FORT MILEY ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | longer be allowed; area for on-leash | cumulative impacts for visitors

at the park dog walking would be reduced who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking would no longer be allowed; a no- visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be available have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative is the same as alternative C. On-leash
dog walking would be allowed only in the trail corridor between Clement Street and the NPS boundary
along the east edge of East Fort Miley. A total of approximately 0.2 mile of trail would be available for
on-leash dog walking. No dog walking would be permitted in West Fort Miley.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Dogs would no longer be allowed in West Fort Miley and on-leash dog walking would be restricted to a
trail corridor in East Fort Miley. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire
site. Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would
be reduced by approximately 0.3 mile of trail and 2.5 acres of other grassy or paved areas, adverse
impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners
may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult
for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control
their dogs on-leash, although there are other accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA.
Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners,
which may not be sufficient. Visitors looking for a place to walk their dogs off leash would have to use
other park sites. Impacts would be minor since the area is considered a low use area for dog walking.
Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Since
dogs would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs. This alternative
would provide visitors the opportunity for recreational experiences without the presence of dogs in West
Fort Miley. This alternative would separate dog walkers from other user groups, such as ropes course
users, school groups, and picnickers. A no-dog experience would be provided in the picnic areas at both
East and West Fort Miley. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase, since
visitors who previously avoided the site because of the presence of dogs may begin to use Fort Miley.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be granted at Fort Miley, so
individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per
person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking
would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. There are no known projects that would impact the resources at Alta Trail/Orchard
Fire Road or Pacheco Fire Road. As such, cumulative impacts would be the same as direct impacts: long-
term minor adverse cumulative impacts on use and experience of visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at GGNRA. The preferred alternative would result in beneficial impacts for visitors would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

FORT MILEY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Off-leash dog walking would no Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | longer be allowed; area for on- impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park leash dog walking would be to walk dogs at the park
reduced

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | would no longer be allowed; a no- | visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be available |dog walking at the park

Lands End

Alternative A: No Action. Currently, dogs are allowed under voice control throughout Lands End. A
total of approximately 3.3 miles of trails are available for off-leash dog walking. Visitation by dog
walkers is considered low to moderate and visitation by walkers and runners is usually moderate at this
site (table 10). Pet-related incidents are low at the site; however, 5 incidents from 2008 through 2011
included dog rescues from the Lands End cliffs (table 23a). Because of safety concerns (steep cliffs,
poison-oak, ticks) many dog walkers tend to keep their pets on leash. Visitor use in this area has increased
since restoration activities and FRA-accessibility upgrades to the Lands End Coastal Trail were
completed in 2008. Visitation at this park site is anticipated to increase with the recently constructed
visitor center.

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue to walk dogs both on and off leash throughout the site. Dogs would
continue to receive exercise and socialize with the other dogs and people throughout the area. Having
dogs off leash and playing throughout the area may add to the park experience for visitors with dogs. No
change in visitation by this user group at Lands End would be expected.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Dog walking under voice control would continue throughout the site. Visitors would
continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice control at this site. Impacts would be
minor since the number of dogs in the area is typically low to moderate. This site would not offer visitors
a no-dog experience under alternative A. Some pedestrians and hikers may prefer dogs to be walked on
leash for safety reasons. During the public comment period some commenters expressed concerns about
having off-leash dogs along the Lands End Coastal Trail. One commenter stated, “I have been in (and
witnessed) numerous dangerous situations with dogs and their owners while walking the Coastal trail and
I fear it is only a matter of time before someone is seriously injured. This trail is heavily used by joggers,
tourists and hikers of all ages. In several parts, the trail is narrow, uneven, steep and bordered by cliffs.
There are blind corners, tight turns and several stair cases. When dogs both leashed and unleashed are
being led through these sections, it creates serious congestion and apprehension for the parties involved,
as well as the potential for serious injury” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 4463). These conditions would
likely continue under the no-action alternative. Some visitors may feel uncomfortable around off-leash
dogs and would prefer a no-dog experience, so they would continue to avoid the Lands End site.
Visitation by this user group would have the potential to decrease.
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Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Lands End, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Lands End were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). Efforts by park stewardship programs at Lands End included development
of a new promenade and overlook as well as resurfacing and stabilizing segments of the trail, eliminating
damaged social trails, replanting native species in the local forest and surrounding areas, and engaging the
community in park stewardship (GGNPC 2010c, 1). Park stewardship programs development and
restoration efforts have created beneficial impacts on visitor experience this park site. In addition, a
visitor center was recently constructed at Lands End. This visitor center enhances the visitor experience
and is anticipated to increase visitation for all visitors including both user groups that are the focus of this
final plan/EIS.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on
commercial dog walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking
use is considered low at Lands End.

Restoration projects at Lands End will result in enhanced aesthetics; improved trails and visitor amenities
and recreational enjoyment for all visitors to Land End. All visitors, including both user groups would
enjoy the enhanced viewshed of restored habitat and improved trails and safety that results from the trail
improvements and would increase visitation to Lands End for all visitors including both user groups.
Alternative A would allow dogs under voice control at Lands End and, with an increase in visitation,
encounters with dogs for visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at the site could alter the intensity of
impacts expected under alternative A from long-term minor adverse to moderate and adverse, especially
for visitors using the trail system at the site. Those visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the site
would benefit from the improved trails.

LANDS END ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking would still be allowed
on site, both on leash and off leash

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park

Visitors would still encounter dogs
throughout the site

Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed on
the El Camino del Mar Trail, Lands End Coastal Trail, and connecting steps. A total of approximately 2.6
miles of on-leash dog walking trails would be available. On-leash dog walking would be based on an

allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Impacts would be considered minor to moderate because this site can receive moderate use
by dog walkers and dogs would not be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site. Because dog
walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would be reduced to two
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designated trails, adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with
dogs off leash. The trails available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 0.7 mile of trail.
Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot
leash. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “Lands End is a
joyous place to walk with our dog. She gets a chance to smell flowers and walks close to our side. But at
the same time she feels free not being on a 6 ft leash” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1446). Some visitors
in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local
residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Since dogs
would only be allowed on two trails, the opportunity for a no-dog experience would exist. Since dogs
would no longer be off leash some visitors, especially bicyclists, may feel more comfortable using the
trails at the site. Visitor incidents between user groups (dog bites/attacks) may decrease. Visitation by this
user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Lands End, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Lands End were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). Efforts by park stewardship programs at Lands End included development
of a new promenade and overlook as well as resurfacing and stabilizing segments of the trail, eliminating
damaged social trails, replanting native species in the local forest and surrounding areas, and engaging the
community in park stewardship (GGNPC 2010c, 1). Park stewardship programs development and
restoration efforts have created beneficial impacts on visitor experience this park site. In addition, a
visitor center was recently constructed at Lands End. This visitor center enhances the visitor experience
and is anticipated to increase visitation for all visitors including both user groups that are the focus of this
final plan/EIS.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and to the beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs)
associated with alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term,
minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Lands Ends and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

LANDS END ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice control Long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer would no longer be allowed; on- cumulative impacts for visitors who
to walk dogs at the park leash dog walking would be limited | would prefer to walk dogs at the

to two trails park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking would no longer be allowed; a no- visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be available | have dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Restrictions on dog walking under
alternative C would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor use and experience would
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also be the same: long term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
the park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. However, Lands End is not one of the park sites where permits to
walk more than three dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking activity is not common at this
site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term, minor, and
adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Lands Ends and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

LANDS END ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice control Long-term minor adverse

impacts for visitors who would prefer would not be allowed; on-leash cumulative impacts for visitors who

to walk dogs at the park dog walking would be limited to would prefer to walk dogs at the
two trails park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking would not be allowed; a no-dog visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance experience would be available have dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Alternative D would be the
most restrictive for dog walking in the site. On-leash dog walking would be available on the E1 Camino
del Mar Trail, and on the Lands End Coastal Trail from the Merrie Way parking lot to the junction with,
and on, the connector trail/steps leading to the El Camino del Mar Trail. A total of approximately 1.7
miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. This alternative offers the least amount of area for dog walking. Almost half of the Lands
End Coastal Trail would no longer be available for visitors with dogs. The area available for dog walking
would be reduced by approximately 0.8 miles of trail. In addition, there would be no voice control dog
walking area for visitors to let their dogs run and socialize with other dogs. Adverse impacts would be
expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that
their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Impacts would be minor
to moderate, and the area typically receives moderate use by dog walkers. Limiting dog walking areas
would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to
exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park site would be beneficial. This
alternative would provide about half the length of the Lands End Coastal Trail as an area for recreation
without the presence of dogs. In addition, dogs under voice control would no longer be present on the
trails at this site and incidents between user groups would likely diminish. Visitation by this user group
would likely increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative

D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Land End, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have negligible
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impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to

have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Lands End considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs)
and to the beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at Lands Ends and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at

the site.

LANDS END ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice control
would no longer be allowed; on-
leash dog walking would be limited
to designated areas

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

Dog walking under voice control
would no longer be allowed; a no-
dog experience would be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Restrictions on dog walking
under alternative E would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor use and experience
would also be the same: long term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. However, Lands End is not one of the park sites where permits to
walk more than three dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking activity is not common at this
site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts would be the same as alternative B: long-term, minor, adverse
for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Lands Ends and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not

to have dog walking at the site.

LANDS END ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice control
would no longer be allowed; on-
leash dog walking would be limited
to two trails

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be restricted to one
area; a no-dog experience would
be available

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking on
the El Camino del Mar Trail from the park boundary to the Lands End parking lot, the Lands End Coastal
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Trail, and the connecting trails and steps. A total of approximately 2.5 miles of trails would be available
for on-leash dog walking. On-leash dog walking would be based on an allowed 6-foot dog leash.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Impacts would be considered minor to moderate because this site can receive moderate use
by dog walkers and dogs. Dogs would no longer be allowed to run off leash throughout the entire site.
Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area available for dog walking would be
reduced to two designated trails, adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and
playing with dogs off leash. The area available for dog walking would be reduced by 0.7 mile of trail.
Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot
leash. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a
result, visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site would be beneficial. Since dogs
would be required to be on leash, visitors would no longer encounter dogs under voice control. Since dogs
would only be allowed on two trails, the opportunity for a no-dog experience would exist. Since dogs
would no longer be off leash, some visitors (such as bicyclists) may feel more comfortable using the
sections of trails open to bicyclists at the site. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS
one commenter stated, “It is appropriate to have dogs on leash on the Coastal Trail so that all visitors may
have a good experience. The people who use the widest portion of this trail between Pt. Lobos Avenue
and the end of the improved area are often older, disabled, or appear to be visitors from other countries”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 4354). Visitor incidents between user groups (dog bites/attacks) may
decrease. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. However, Lands End is not one of the park sites where permits to walk more than three
dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking at Lands End is not common, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have a negligible impact on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Lands End were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The efforts of park stewardship programs at Lands End included
development of a new promenade and overlook as well as resurfacing and stabilizing segments of the
trail, eliminating damaged social trails, replanting native species in the local forest and surrounding areas,
and engaging the community in park stewardship (GGNPC 2010c, 1). The park stewardship programs
development and restoration efforts have created beneficial impacts on visitor experience this park site. In
addition, a visitor center was recently constructed at Lands End, and is anticipated to increase visitation at
the site.

Projects at Lands End will result in enhanced aesthetics; improved trails and visitor amenities and
recreational enjoyment for all visitors to Land End. All visitors, including both user groups would enjoy
the enhanced viewshed of restored habitat and improved trails and safety that results from the trail
improvements and would increase visitation to Lands End for all visitors including both user groups.
Alternative F would allow dogs on leash on specifically designated trails that with a predicted increase in
visitation would continue to result in encounters with dogs for visitors who prefer not to have dog
walking at the site; however, dogs would be restricted to designated areas and by a leash. As a result,
visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at the site would continue to benefit under alternative F.
Although visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the site would benefit from the improved trails, they
would be restricted to designated trails and to on-leash dog walking and as a result, any enhancements and
resulting from the project at Lands End would not greatly alter their visitor experience; expected impacts
would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
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LANDS END PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice control Long-term minor adverse

impacts for visitors who would prefer would no longer be allowed; on- cumulative impacts for visitors who

to walk dogs at the park leash dog walking would be limited | would prefer to walk dogs at the

to two trails park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking would no longer be allowed; a no- visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be available | have dog walking at the park
Sutro Heights Park

Alternative A: No Action. On-leash dog walking is required throughout Sutro Heights Park. A total of
approximately 0.7 mile of trails and 6.2 acres of other grassy or paved areas are available for on-leash dog
walking. This site is mainly used for formal events such as weddings and other special events due to the
existing formal garden landscaping. Dog walking is considered a low visitor use at this site; however,
noncompliance with the leash law does occur. A total of 71 incidents were documented in 2008 through
2011, with 46 being leash law violations (table 24a) and a total of 33 incidents were documented between
2012 and 2016, with 20 being leash law violations (table 24b).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue to have access to on-leash dog walking in many areas of the site, and
some visitors would continue to ignore the leash law and walk their dogs off leash. Visitation by this user
group would remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice control at this
site, even though leashes would be required at the site. Dog waste could be an aesthetic issue at this site,
especially during the formal events held at the park. Visitation by this user group could decrease.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Sutro Heights Park, commercial dog
walking is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the
impacts discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Sutro Heights Park were considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). One known project in the area is the restoration and dune
stabilization efforts at Sutro Dunes, which involved the planting of native vegetation (San Francisco
Examiner 2010, 1). The restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of Sutro Dunes results in beneficial
impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Sutro Heights Park; however, since this project
was focused on habitat restoration and is not directly related to dog management or dog-related visitor
use, the projects would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative A.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Sutro Heights.
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Although the proposed interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and would
have overall beneficial cumulative impacts, these impacts are not expected to be great enough to alter the
intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user
group. The cumulative effects of these projects would not be measurable or perceptible on alternative A
and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either user group: negligible for those who
prefer to walk dogs and long-term minor and adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the
site.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would prefer | On-leash dog walking would still be | Negligible cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park allowed on site visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site impacts for visitors who would prefer
dog walking at the park not to have dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. On-leash dog walking would continue to be allowed only on the
paths, and the parapet at Sutro Heights Park. Dogs would no longer be allowed on the lawns at the site. A
total of approximately 0.7 mile of trails and 0.3 acre of other grassy or paved areas would be available for
on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
The amount of area available to dogs would be reduced to the parapet, and the paths at the site, a total
reduction of approximately 5.9 acres of paved or grassy areas. During the public comment period for the
draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “It is ridiculous to make this a leash only area with the amount of
dogs in this park. These dogs are generally well behaved and mostly belong to neighborhood residents
who have been using this park since these dogs were puppies. Everyone knows each other. The
interaction between most dog owners and the other users in the park is very favorable” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 3225). Impacts would be minor since dogs would still be welcome at this park site and
visitation by this user group is typically low. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’
enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would not be expected to change.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. This
alternative would provide many areas throughout the park site for visitors to experience the park without
the presence of dogs. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “I
would like to see more restrictions on dogs in grassy areas. Currently, my visits to Sutro Heights Park and
the Airfield at Crissy Field are often ruined by off-leash dogs” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 799). The
amount of dog waste in the park would be expected to be reduced, especially in areas where dogs would
no longer be allowed. Visitors would no longer encounter the occasional off-leash dog. Visitation by this
user group may increase at this site under alternative B.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at Sutro Heights
Park is not common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Sutro Heights Park were considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). One known project in the area is the restoration and dune
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stabilization efforts at Sutro Dunes, which involved the planting of native vegetation (San Francisco
Examiner 2010, 1). The restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of Sutro Dunes results in beneficial
impacts on visitor use and experience for all visitors to Sutro Heights Park; however, since this project
was focused on habitat restoration and is not directly related to dog management or dog-related visitor
use, the projects would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for alternative B.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for
those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse
for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Sutro Heights Park and beneficial for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Areas for dog walking would be Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | limited to designated areas impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park to walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who A no-dog experience would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | available visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Restrictions on dog walking under
alternative C would be the same as alternative B, and impacts on visitor use and experience would be the
same: long term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and beneficial
for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. However, Sutro Heights Park is not one of the park sites where
permits to walk more than three dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative C, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at this
park site would be the same those under alternative B: long-term, minor, adverse impacts to visitors who
prefer dogs and beneficial impacts to visitors who do not prefer dogs.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | limited impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park to walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who A no-dog experience would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | available visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, dogs
would no longer be allowed at Sutro Heights Park.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor, and adverse.
Although this would be the most restrictive of the all alternatives, impacts would still be minor since dog
walking is typically low at this site. In addition, visitors who have used the area for dog walking could use
other immediately adjacent GGNRA sites, such as Lands End and Ocean Beach. Visitors would no longer
receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Visitation by this user group would no longer
occur.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Visitors
would no longer encounter dogs at this park site. The entire site would be available for a no-dog
experience. Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable
recreating at Sutro Heights Park since dogs would not be present. Dog waste would no longer be an
aesthetic issue at this site. Visitation by this user group at Sutro Heights Park would have the potential to
increase.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Sutro Heights Park considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at Sutro Heights Park and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for No dog walking would be allowed | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | on site impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park to walk dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who A no-dog experience would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | available throughout the entire visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance site dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. On-leash dog walking would
continue to be allowed on the paths, parapet, lawns, and parking area at Sutro Heights Park, allowing the
most dog walking access among the action alternatives considered for the site. A total of approximately
0.7 miles of trails and 6.2 acres of other grassy or paved areas would be available for on-leash dog
walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed on the paths, parapet, lawns, and parking area. Dog walking under voice and site
control would not be permitted. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dog walking throughout most areas of the site.
Dog waste could be an aesthetic issue at this site, especially during the formal events held at the park. In
addition, visitors attending formal events, such as weddings, at this park site may prefer not to encounter
dogs while they are enjoying this activity. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at
this site.
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Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
walk one to three dogs with no permit required. However, Sutro Heights Park is not one of the park sites
where permits to walk more than three dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking is not
common at this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Sutro Heights Park considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the negligible impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and long-term minor
adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative E of the dog management
plan, cumulative impacts would be negligible for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Sutro Heights
Park and long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who Dog walking would still be allowed | Negligible cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park on leash throughout most of the visitors who would prefer to walk
site dogs at the park
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout much of the site impacts for visitors who would prefer
dog walking at the park, assuming not to have dog walking at the park
compliance

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative includes on-leash dog walking on the
paths, parapet, lawns, and parking area at Sutro Heights Park, allowing the most dog walking access
among the action alternatives. A total of approximately 0.8 miles of trails and 7.1 acres of other grassy or
paved areas would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be negligible. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed within the paths, parapet, lawns, and parking area. Dog walking under voice and sight
control would not be permitted. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dog walking throughout most areas of the site.
Dog waste could be an aesthetic issue at this site, especially during the formal events held at the park. In
addition, visitors attending formal events, such as weddings, at this park site may prefer not to encounter
dogs while they are enjoying this activity. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at
this site.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to walk one to three
dogs with no permit required. However, Sutro Heights Park is not one of the park sites where permits to
walk more than three dogs would be issued. Since commercial dog walking is not common at this site, it
is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Sutro Heights Park were considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis (appendix K). The only known project in the area is the restoration and dune
stabilization efforts at Sutro Dunes, which involved the planting of native vegetation (San Francisco
Examiner 2010, 1), improving the aesthetics of the visitor experience at this location.
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The restoration of habitat benefits the aesthetics of Sutro Dunes and results in beneficial impacts on
visitor use and experience for all visitors to Sutro Heights Park; however, since this project was focused
on habitat restoration and is not directly related to dog management or dog-related visitor use, the projects
would not substantially affect the cumulative analysis for the preferred alternative. Although the proposed
interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog management and would have overall beneficial
cumulative impacts, these impacts are not expected to be great enough to alter the intensity of the
expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred alternative for either user group since
commercial dog walking is considered a low use. Therefore, cumulative effects would not be measurable
or perceptible on the preferred alternative and no change in impact level or intensity is expected on either
user group: negligible for those visitors who prefer to walk dogs and long-term, minor and adverse for
those visitors who prefer not to have dogs at the site.

SUTRO HEIGHTS PARK PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Negligible impacts for visitors who Dog walking would still be allowed | Negligible cumulative impacts for
would prefer to walk dogs at the park on leash throughout most of the visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
site at the park
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site impacts for visitors who would prefer
dog walking at the park, assuming not to have dog walking at the park
compliance

Ocean Beach

Alternative A: No Action. Dogs are currently allowed under voice control along the approximately 3.4
miles of Ocean Beach, except that on-leash dog walking is required from July 1 through May 15 in the
SPPA, from Stairwell 21 to Sloat Boulevard. During the seasonal restriction approximately 1.2 miles of
beach are available for off-leash dog walking and approximately 2.2 miles of beach are available for on-
leash dog walking. A total of approximately 2.8 miles of trails are also available for off-leash dog
walking. Visitor use at this site is considered moderate to high by multiple user groups including
beachgoers, walkers, runners, birdwatchers, picnickers, equestrians, and surfers (table 10). Dog walking is
considered a low to high visitor use at Ocean Beach (table 10). During the 2008 visitor use survey, 9.4
percent of visitors at Ocean Beach were dog walkers (table 11) (IEC 2011, 10). The Ocean Beach SPPA
is considered a moderate visitor use by beachgoers, runners, and dog walkers (table 10). Compliance with
the current dog policies at Ocean Beach is considered poor; 969 dog-related incidents were reported from
2008 through 2011. The majority of incidents were for violating the Ocean Beach SPPA (table 25a). In
addition 21 dog bites/attacks were documented during this period. Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 156
dog-related incidents were recorded, with 73 incidents being for leash law violations (table 25b).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue dog walking under voice control throughout the entire Ocean Beach
area except for the seasonal leash restriction in the SPPA. Dogs would have ample room to run, exercise,
and play with other dogs and visitors. Compliance with the on-leash regulation in the SPPA would
probably remain poor, as visitors would continue to allow their dogs off leash in this area during the
seasonal leash restriction. Visitation by dog walkers would remain moderate to high at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, moderate,
and adverse. Beachgoers, runners, surfers, and picnickers would continue to share the beach with off-
leash dogs. Visitor incidents (dog bites/attacks) related to dogs in this area would continue; some dogs
would continue to jump on, knock over, or intimidate visitors, especially small children. During the
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public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “I have 2 small kids. I would love
for them to play on Ocean Beach freely - without worrying about digging up dog poop while playing in
the sand. I would like them to chase the waves without worrying they will be knocked over by big dogs
running around” (NPS 201 1a, Correspondence 1773). Beachgoers, runners, surfers, and picnickers would
not have an area to experience the site without the presence of off-leash dogs. Visitation by this user
group may decrease at this site due to the presence of dogs.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Ocean Beach, commercial dog walking
is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Ocean Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Ocean
Beach.

The Ocean Beach Erosion Control Project is developing solutions to beach and coastal bluff erosion
problems at Ocean Beach along Highway 1, consistent with the enhancement of natural processes (City
and County of San Francisco 2008, 3, 7). This would provide a benefit to aesthetics, which would
improve visitor experience. Additionally, a joint project with the park and the City of San Francisco may
occur in the future that involves the improvement of the Esplanade at the north end of Ocean Beach. In
general, these projects would enhance visitor experience and it is possible that a future project to improve
the Esplanade at Ocean Beach would increase visitation; however, there is no certainty that this project
would occur. Since these projects are site improvement projects that would not directly affect visitor use
at Ocean Beach, they would not substantially affect alternatives considered for Ocean Beach.
Implementation of the proposed SNRAMP (SFPD 2011) may further restrict dog access and off-leash
areas in San Francisco, including Lake Merced (near Fort Funston and Ocean Beach) and other natural
areas (Bernal Hill and McLaren Park, closest to Fort Funston and Ocean Beach). Lake Merced, Bernal
Hill, and McLaren Park were identified in the visitor satisfaction survey as alternative sites for dog
walking (NPS 2012a, 21-66). There is potential for increased use of dog walkers at Ocean Beach resulting
from the reduction in DPAs.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. Although this proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog
walkers who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, commercial dog walking use is considered
low at Ocean Beach. The proposed interim compendium amendment is directly related to dog
management and would have overall beneficial cumulative impacts, but these impacts are not expected to
be great enough to alter the intensity of the expected impacts from the implementation of the preferred
alternative for either user group.

The cumulative analysis for this park site would be considered negligible since any effect would not be
measurable of perceptible. Impacts from the implementation of alternative A for either user group would
not change substantially: negligible to no impact for those visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the
site and long-term, moderate and adverse for those visitors who prefer not to have dog walking at Ocean
Beach.
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OCEAN BEACH ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would prefer | Off-leash dog walking would Negligible cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park continue along the beach visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Visitors would still encounter dog Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer not to walking throughout the site; site is | cumulative impacts for visitors who
have dog walking at the park moderate to high dog use area would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the beach north of
Stairwell 21 and south of Sloat Boulevard. Dogs would be prohibited in the SPPA, but on-leash dog
walking would be allowed on the Ocean Beach Trail east of the dunes and adjacent to the Great Highway.
A total of approximately 1.2 miles of beach and 2.8 miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog
walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse. Since this area is heavily used by visitors walking their dogs under voice control, moderate
to major impacts would be expected. Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the area
available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 2.2 miles of beach, adverse impacts would
be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel
that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash. Limiting dog walking
areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors,
particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-
leash. Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their
owners, which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise
their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial.
During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter described off-leash dogs as the
following, “I have run and walked on Ocean Beach for over 40 years. In recent years there have been an
increased number of unleashed dogs on the beach. I have been bitten by an unleashed dog while running
on Ocean Beach. When running with friends who have a dog on leash, their dogs have been attacked by
unleashed dogs. Each of these behaviors is natural of dogs. By their very nature and breeding, they attack
running prey, in this case me. A leashed dog appears to be in a weakened position and is fair game for an
unrestrained dog. Often the owners of unleashed dogs are hostile when I ask them to control their dog”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2087). Visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs throughout the
site. Under alternative B, visitors would have the opportunity to use approximately 2.2 miles of Ocean
Beach without the presence of dogs. Leash law violations would be expected to decrease since dogs
would no longer be allowed in the SPPA. Visitor incidents (bites/attacks) related to dogs would also be
expected to decrease since visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would feel more
comfortable recreating at this site, visitation by this user group would increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
walk one to three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at
Ocean Beach is not common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on
both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Ocean Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Ocean
Beach.

The Ocean Beach Erosion Control Project is developing solutions to beach and coastal bluff erosion
problems at Ocean Beach along Highway 1, consistent with the enhancement of natural processes (City
and County of San Francisco 2008, 3, 7). This would provide a benefit to aesthetics, which would
improve visitor experience. Additionally, a joint project with the park and the City of San Francisco may
occur in the future that involves the improvement of the Esplanade at the north end of Ocean Beach. In
general, these projects would enhance visitor experience and it is possible that a future project to improve
the Esplanade at Ocean Beach would increase visitation; however, there is no certainty that this project
would occur. Since these projects are site improvement projects that would not directly affect visitor use
at Ocean Beach, they would not substantially affect alternatives considered for Ocean Beach.
Implementation of the proposed SNRAMP (SFPD 2011) may further restrict dog access and off-leash
areas in San Francisco, including Lake Merced (near Fort Funston and Ocean Beach) and other natural
areas (Bernal Hill and McLaren Park, closest to Fort Funston and Ocean Beach). Lake Merced, Bernal
Hill, and McLaren Park were identified in the visitor satisfaction survey as alternative sites for dog
walking (NPS 2012a, 21-66). There is potential for increased use of dog walkers at Ocean Beach resulting
from the reduction in DPAs.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term moderate to major adverse
impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated
with alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to
major, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Ocean Beach and beneficial for visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

OCEAN BEACH ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate to major adverse | Dog walking under voice control Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | would no longer be allowed on site; adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park on-leash dog walking would be limited | visitors who would prefer to walk
to a portion of the beach dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | would no longer be allowed on site; a | visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance no-dog experience would be available | have dog walking at the park
on a large part of the beach

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C, dog walking
under voice and sight control would be allowed in a VSCA approximately 0.7 mile long from Stairwell
21 to the northern end of the beach. Dogs would be prohibited south of Stairwell 21 to the Fort Funston
boundary, but would be allowed on leash on the approximately 2.8 mile Ocean Beach Trail east of the
dunes adjacent to the Great Highway.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. The amount of area available to visitors with dogs would be reduced by approximately 2.7
miles of beach; however, there would still be an area allowing dog walking under voice control at this
site. Impacts would be minor to moderate since the opportunity for off-leash dog walking would still exist
on the beach, although the area would be smaller than current off-leash area. Visitors would have the
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option of taking dogs to the VSCA or on-leash dog walking areas. Therefore, dogs that do not receive
enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk
under voice and sight control within the VSCA. The number of visitors in the VSCA on many days would
be expected to be high. Dogs would still have the opportunity to run, swim, and socialize with other pets.
During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters noted the inconvenient location of
the VSCA for local dog walkers. One commenter stated, “The amount of dog walkers walking to the
beach from the Sunset and Parkside neighborhoods is very high. On weekday mornings 25-50% of the
beach traffic comes from these folks... all of these people will now get into their cars and drive to the
North end of the beach” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 822). For those in the neighborhoods south of the
northern parking lots, the trail east of the dunes would provide a dog walking connection to the VSCA.
An increase in traffic in the area could occur if some visitors do not wish to use the neighborhood
connection. However, limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation
by this user group would have the potential to decrease slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Under
alternative C, visitors would have the opportunity to use approximately 2.7 miles of Ocean Beach without
the presence of dogs. Visitor incidents (bites/attacks) related to dogs would be expected to decrease since
visitors would now have use of a portion of the beach that would not allow dogs. Visitation by this user
group would increase in this area, as many visitors who have avoided this area because of dogs would
begin using this park site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
walk one to three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private,
could obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no
permits would be granted at Ocean Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be
allowed to walk one to walk one to three dogs on leash per person, or under voice and sight control in the
VSCA. Since commercial dog walking is not common at this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking
would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors
who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Ocean Beach considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer
dogs) and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Ocean Beach and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the site.

OCEAN BEACH ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be limited to a portion
of the beach

Long-term minor to moderate
adverse cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be limited; a no-dog
experience would be available on a
large part of the beach

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park
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Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. On-leash dog walking
would be allowed on the beach north of Stairwell 21 for a total of an approximately 0.7 mile length of
beach. Dogs would be prohibited in the SPPA, but on-leash dog walking would be allowed on the
approximately 2.8 mile Ocean Beach Trail east of the dunes and adjacent to the Great Highway.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs in the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse. Since this area is heavily used by visitors walking their dogs under voice control, moderate
to major impacts would be expected. Because dog walking would be required to be on leash and the
beach area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 2.7 miles, adverse impacts
would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing with dogs off leash. During the public
comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated the importance of Ocean Beach to dog
walkers, “I walk my dog at Ocean Beach in the area approved for off-leash dogs. Out of all the miles of
beach, this is a relatively tiny area and it is much appreciated. I go every week at least once and
sometimes 3 times a week. | have never seen any misbehavior of any dogs over the past 4 years.
Furthermore, it helps socialize dogs so that they are not a problem in contact with other dogs and people.
We now have more owners of dogs than parents of children” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1062). Dog
owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. In addition, it would be difficult
for some visitors, particularly those that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control
their dogs on-leash, although there are other accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA.
Having dogs on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners,
which may not be sufficient. Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their
dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial.
Visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs throughout the site. During the public comment period
for the draft plan/EIS commenters described experiences with off-leash dogs at Ocean Beach. One
commenter stated, “Countless times, since my children were babies, we have had excursions to Ocean
Beach ruined by dogs on and off leashes doing the following, among many other offenses: 1.
Approaching us and angrily attacking us, running all over our beach blanket throwing sand in our faces
and on our picnic food. Needless to say, our picnics were ruined. 2. Dogs approaching me with
completely unknown intentions. I do not know if they are playful or will bite me. Their owner is
obliviously walking hundreds of yards away, paying absolutely no attention to where their dog is located
or what it is doing. 3. Watching unleashed dogs chasing the protected snowy plover birds into the water,
with, as usual, the owners not caring or calling or controlling at all. This is upsetting to me. 4. Countless
times stepping on dog feces on the beach. 5. Constant loud and disturbing barking of dogs, ruining what I
thought what a sensitive environmental area” (NPS 201 1a, Correspondence 1467). Under alternative D
visitors would have the opportunity to use approximately 2.7 miles of Ocean Beach without the presence
of dogs. Leash law violations would be expected to decrease since dogs would no longer be allowed in
the SPPA. Visitor incidents (bites/attacks) related to dogs would also be expected to decrease. Since
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would feel more comfortable recreating at
this site, visitation by this user group would increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Ocean Beach, it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have negligible
impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park.

Final Dog Management Plan/EIS 1115



Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative D, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at this
park site would be the same those under alternative B: long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for
visitors who prefer dogs, and beneficial for visitors who do not prefer dogs.

OCEAN BEACH ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate to major adverse | Dog walking under voice control Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | would no longer be allowed on site; adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park on-leash dog walking would be visitors who would prefer to walk
limited to a portion of the beach dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice control Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | would no longer be allowed on site; a | visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance no-dog experience would be have dog walking at the park
available on a large part of the beach

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking under voice
and sight control would be allowed in an approximately 0.7 mile-long beach VSCA extending from
Stairwell 21 to the northern end of the beach. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the
approximately 0.5 of a mile section of beach south of Sloat Boulevard to the Fort Funston boundary and
along the approximately 2.8 miles of the Ocean Beach Trail east of the dunes adjacent to the Great
Highway (approximately 2.4 miles).

Long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park
would be anticipated. The area available for walking dogs under voice and sight control would be reduced
by approximately 2.7 miles of beach. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, some
visitors stated that the drive to the VSCA would be an inconvenience. One commenter stated, “I have
been a long time friend of residents and now have my own dog that [ would love to walk on Ocean Beach.
I cannot fathom the thought of having to drive myself and my dog to a part of the beach when I have
always been able to enjoy this aspect from their front yard. This is a really important thing to me and my
family and I will be so disappointed if this happens” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 991). Visitors would
have the option of taking dogs to the VSCA or on-leash dog walking areas, and the VSCA could be
accessed either from the northern parking lot or from the on-leash trail running along the eastern side of
the dunes. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a
leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. This park
site would continue to be a high use area for dog walking, with the majority of dog walking use in the
VSCA, which may create crowded conditions. No change in visitation by this user group would be
expected at this park site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Dogs
would still be present throughout the site, but on-leash dog walking would be required on the majority of
the length of the beach. Visitors who would prefer not to be around off-leash dogs could easily avoid the
VSCA. Visitors and other recreationists (e.g., horseback riders, sunbathers, and picnickers) may feel more
comfortable on the beach if the dogs present are walked on leash. Leash law violations and visitor
incidents (bites/attacks) related to dogs would be expected to decrease. Visitation by this user group may
increase.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
walk one to three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private,
could obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no
permits would be granted at Ocean Beach, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be
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allowed to walk one to walk one to three dogs on leash per person, or under voice and sight control in the
VSCA. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Ocean Beach, it is likely that commercial dog
walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative E, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at this
park site would be the same those under alternative C: long-term, minor to moderate, adverse for visitors
who prefer dogs, and beneficial for visitors who do not prefer dogs.

OCEAN BEACH ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice and sight Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer control would be limited to a portion | adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park of the beach visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the beach

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking under voice and sight | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking control would be limited in visitors who would prefer not to
at the park, assuming compliance designated areas have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. Dog walking under voice and sight control for dog walkers with
up to three dogs would be allowed in an approximately 0.7 of a mile-long beach VSCA from Stairwell 21
to the northern end of the beach, which includes the adjacent waters immediately offshore. Stairwells 1 to
21 leading to the VSCA would require dogs to be leashed until well on to the beach itself. On-leash dog
walking would also be allowed on the Ocean Beach Trail along the Great Highway from the Cliff House
to Lincoln Boulevard, to Sloat Boulevard on the single track path through the ice plants on the western
curb along the Great Highway, and on the future planned trail south of Sloat Boulevard. Dogs would be
prohibited on the beach within the SPPA, between Stairwell 21 and Sloat Boulevard.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. The amount of area available to visitors with dogs would be reduced by approximately 4.6
miles of beach; however, one area would still allow dog walking under voice control. Impacts would be
minor to moderate since the opportunity for off-leash dog walking would still exist on the beach, although
the area would be reduced. Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to the VSCA or the on-leash
trail. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by a
leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCA. The
number of visitors in the VSCA each day would be expected to be moderate to high. Dogs would still
have the opportunity to run, swim, and socialize with other pets. Limiting dog walking areas would
reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to decrease
slightly.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be beneficial. Under
the preferred alternative, visitors would have the opportunity to use approximately 4.6 miles of Ocean
Beach without the presence of dogs. Visitor incidents (bites/attacks) related to dogs would be expected to
decrease since visitors would now have use of a portion of the beach that would not allow dogs. Visitation
by this user group would increase in this area, as many visitors who have avoided this area because of
dogs would begin using this park site.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no

permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be granted at Ocean Beach,
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so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to walk one to three dogs
on leash per person, or under voice and sight control in the VSCA. Since commercial dog walking is not
common at this site, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Ocean Beach were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the Cosco Busan Recreational Use Restoration Projects
Plan described under alternative A for Stinson Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have
had, are currently having, or will have effects on visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity of Ocean
Beach.

The Ocean Beach Erosion Control Project is developing solutions to beach and coastal bluff erosion
problems at Ocean Beach along Highway 1, consistent with the enhancement of natural processes (City
and County of San Francisco 2008, 3, 7). This would provide a benefit to aesthetics, which would
improve visitor experience. Additionally, a joint project with the park and the City of San Francisco may
occur in the future that involves the improvement of the Esplanade at the north end of Ocean Beach. In
general, these projects would enhance visitor experience and it is possible that a future project to improve
the Esplanade at Ocean Beach would increase visitation; however, there is no certainty that this project
would occur. Since these projects are site improvement projects that would not directly affect visitor use
at Ocean Beach they would not substantially provide an effect to any alternatives considered for Ocean
Beach. Implementation of the proposed SNRAMP (SFPD 2011) may further restrict dog access and oft-
leash areas in San Francisco, including Lake Merced (very close to Fort Funston and Ocean Beach, which
would be closed to dogs) and other natural areas (Bernal Hill and McLaren Park, close to Fort Funston
and Ocean Beach). There is potential for increased use of dog walkers at Ocean Beach resulting from the
reduction in DPAs, and if this occurs, the VSCA has the potential to become overcrowded. The long-term
minor to moderate adverse impacts on visitor use and experience for visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park under the preferred alternative combined with the adverse impacts of the SNRAMP
would result in long-term minor to moderate adverse cumulative impacts on this user group. The
beneficial impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site under alternative
F combined with the adverse impacts of the SNRAMP would result in beneficial cumulative impacts on
the visitor experience of this user group. Although dog walking may increase at Ocean Beach, the
increase in visitation would likely be within the VSCA.

Overall, under the preferred alternative, cumulative impacts would be would be long-term, minor to
moderate, and adverse for visitors who prefer to walk dogs at the park. Cumulative impacts would be
beneficial under this alternative for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.

OCEAN BEACH PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer
to walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be limited to a
portion of the beach

Long-term minor to moderate
adverse cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park, assuming compliance

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be limited to
designated areas; a no-dog
experience would be available on
a large part of the beach

Beneficial cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park
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Fort Funston

Alternative A: No Action. Dogs are currently allowed under voice control at Fort Funston except in the
12-acre habitat protection area that restricts both visitors and dogs for the protection of native plant
communities, the bluff area that has a voluntary seasonal closure (April 1 — August 15) for the protection
of the bank swallow colony, and a section of trail closed for the prevention of erosion. A total of
approximately 1.1 miles of beach and 98.7 acres are heavily used for off-leash dog walking. During the
2011 visitor use survey, 62.1 percent of visitors were dog walkers (table 11) (IEC 2011, 10). Walkers,
hang gliders, fishermen, equestrians, birdwatchers, and environmental center participants also use this
site. In addition to individual dog walkers, increasing numbers of commercial dog walkers use this area
daily, walking as many as 10 to 12 dogs off leash at a time. Fort Funston has 43 reported and documented
dog bites/attacks of humans and horses (while being ridden); a higher number than any other site from
2008 through 2011 (table 26a). Several incidents involving dog bites to visitors and other visitor
complaints included vehement confrontations with owners of the offending dogs. Confrontations included
dog owners/walkers involved in the incidents and non—dog walking visitors (including some who had
been bitten). Dog-related incidents between 2012 and 2016 included 157 incidents, with the majority for
animal complaints (table 26b). Some dog walkers stated that Fort Funston is only for dog walkers and
advised the non—dog walkers to go to another park site for a no-dog experience. The high volume of dogs
at this park site has also led to problems with aesthetic issues, including a strong odor of dog urine; the
presence of dog waste throughout the site, especially near the parking lots, in spite of regular cleanup
efforts by the Fort Funston dog walking group; and areas completely denuded of vegetation. Hang gliding
pilots have reported dog bites during takeoff and pet waste in the landing zones and that dog walkers are
uncooperative when asked to remove the waste left by their dogs.

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site under the no-action
alternative. Individual dog owners and commercial dog walkers would continue dog walking under voice
control throughout the entire Fort Funston site except for the restricted, fenced habitat protection area and
the area designated for seasonal closure to protect the nesting bank swallows. Dogs would receive an
ample amount of exercise and socialization since there are many dogs at the site at one time. Dog
bites/attacks would be expected to continue. Visitation by dog walkers would remain high at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this site would remain long term,
moderate to major, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter a high number of off-leash dogs
throughout the site. Many visitors, especially those with small children, would continue to avoid the site
due to feeling overwhelmed or frightened by dogs. During the public comment period for the draft
plan/EIS, a commenter stated, “Fort Funston is so totally overrun by dogs that it can no longer be enjoyed
for hiking and bird watching” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1794). Conflicts between dog walkers and
other recreational users, including horseback riders and hang gliders, would continue. Dog bites/attacks
would be expected to continue. If the current conditions continue, visitation by this user group would
continue to decrease at this site.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking; however, commercial dog walkers
frequently use Fort Funston for dog walking. There would be no impact from commercial dog walking on
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under alternative A. Visitors would continue to walk
more than three dogs per walker and some visitors would continue to enjoy the presence of multiple dogs.
Impacts from commercial dog walking on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park
would be long term, moderate, and adverse. Some visitors may feel uncomfortable recreating in this area
if multiple dog walkers have more than three dogs under voice control at one time.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Funston were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the SNRAMP described under alternative A for Ocean
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Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on
visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity Fort Funston. At Fort Funston, the park is planning the
construction of a new FRA-accessible restroom and maintenance facilities (NPS 2010d, 1). Beneficial
impacts would result on visitor use from the presence of maintenance facilities at Fort Funston. New
restroom facilities at Fort Funston would enhance the visitor experience for all visitors at Fort Funston
including both user groups that are the focus of this analysis; however, the benefit would not be
substantial enough to alter the analysis of impacts for either group.

The proposed GGNRA interim compendium amendment would require commercial dog walkers in San
Francisco and Marin counties to obtain a permit to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA sites, with a
limit of six dogs. By reducing congestion and overcrowding, the amendment would have beneficial
impacts on visitors who prefer dogs. It would also have beneficial impacts for visitors who prefer not to
have dogs at the park. This proposed amendment may have adverse impacts on commercial dog walkers
who want to walk more than three dogs at GGNRA, particularly since commercial dog walking use is
considered high at Fort Funston. The cumulative impacts to visitors overall from the proposed interim
compendium agreement are anticipated to be negligible.

The beneficial impacts on visitor use and experience for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the
park under alternative A combined with the beneficial and adverse impacts of the cumulative projects
described would result in negligible cumulative impacts on this user group. The long-term, moderate to
major, adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site under
alternative A combined with the beneficial and adverse impacts of the cumulative projects would result in
long-term moderate to major adverse cumulative impacts on the visitor experience of this user group.

FORT FUNSTON ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would Dog walking under voice control Negligible cumulative impacts for

prefer to walk dogs at the park would continue throughout the site | visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Long-term moderate to major adverse | Visitors would encounter high Long-term moderate to major

impacts for visitors who would prefer numbers of dogs throughout the adverse cumulative impacts for

not to have dog walking at the park site, especially off leash; site is visitors who would prefer not to
high dog use area have dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed on
the beach and trails that are not closed to dogs. Closed areas include a 12-acre habitat protection area that
restricts both visitors and dogs for the protection of native plant communities, geologic resources, and the
bank swallow colony. There is a seasonal closure (April 1 — August 15) on the beach at the base of the
bluffs to limit disturbance near the active colony, and a section of the Sunset Trail at the north end of the
site is closed for the prevention of erosion. A total of approximately 2.1 miles of trail and 1.1 miles of
beach would be available for on-leash dog walking. Dog walking under voice control would no longer be
allowed under this alternative.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse. The majority of the visitors at this site, including commercial dog walkers, use the area for
voice control dog walking, which would no longer be allowed under alternative B. During the public
comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters described the importance of having an area for off-
leash dog walking. One commenter stated, “The ability to bring dogs and allow them to walk/run
leashless on the stretch of beach from the Fort Funston parking area south is fantastic. In my opinion it is
a cultural highlight of the Bay Area, in that dogs and their owners are given both freedom and
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responsibility beyond the norm- and a very special environment is thus created” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 540). Impacts would be expected to be moderate to major since Fort Funston is an
extremely popular area for voice control dog walking, both locally and regionally. The total are available
for dog walking would be reduced by 98.7 acres. Although off-leash dog walking was historically
allowed throughout all of Fort Funston, much of the 98.7 acres of reduced upland areas include some
fairly vegetated or fenced areas. Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and
playing with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise
when restrained on a 6-foot leash. In addition, it would be difficult for some visitors, particularly those
that are disabled or elderly with mobility issues, to adequately control their dogs on-leash. Having dogs
on-leash also limits the exercise dogs can obtain to the exercise abilities of their owners, which may not
be sufficient. Visitation by this user group would be expected to decrease in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible to long
term, minor, and adverse. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters described
conditions at the park with off-leash dog walking. One commenter stated, “I frequently go to Ocean
Beach and Fort Funston. Many times I have been harassed by unleashed large dogs that run up to me
ferociously barking as if they are going to attack me, while the dog owner is unable to get the dog to back
off. I have been scared so many times that my boyfriend thinks I should carry a weapon to the beach with
me” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2308). In general, conditions at Fort Funston would be better for this
user group than the no-action alternative because on-leash dog walking would be required; however, it is
anticipated that a large number of dogs would still be present throughout the site. Visitors may feel more
comfortable if dogs are walked on leash and under better control by the owner. Visitor incidents
(bites/attacks) would be expected to decrease once the new regulation begins. This alternative would be
compatible with environmental education programs that the San Francisco Unified School District
conducts in the southern area of Fort Funston: teacher workshops, summer school, and children’s
programs that include overnight outdoor stays. On-leash dog walking would reduce possible disturbance
or safety concerns for school programs. All visitors and other recreationists (horseback riders and hang
gliders), including other dog walkers and their pets, would be safer due to the reduced likelihood of dog
bites, confrontations, and dogs running off cliffs. Visitation may increase at the site; however, some
visitors would still avoid the site due to the number of dogs present at the site and because this alternative
would not offer many opportunities for visitors to enjoy the park without the presence of dogs.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
walk one to three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking at
Fort Funston is common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have long-term moderate
adverse impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. Visitation by commercial dog
walkers would be expected to decrease. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at
the park would be beneficial. Visitors would no longer encounter multiple dogs off leash.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Funston were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). In addition to the SNRAMP described under alternative A for Ocean
Beach, the following is a discussion of projects that have had, are currently having, or will have effects on
visitor use and experience at or in the vicinity Fort Funston. At Fort Funston, the park is planning the
construction of a new FRA-accessible restroom and maintenance facilities (NPS 2010d, 1). Beneficial
impacts would result on visitor use from the presence of maintenance facilities at Fort Funston. New
restroom facilities at Fort Funston would enhance the visitor experience for all visitors at Fort Funston
including both user groups that are the focus of this analysis; however, the benefit would not be
substantial enough to alter the analysis of impacts for either group.

When the impacts associated with these projects are added to the long-term moderate to major adverse
impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and negligible to long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who do
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not prefer dogs) associated with alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be
long-term, moderate to major for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston and negligible to

long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT FUNSTON ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate to major adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park

Dog walking under voice control would
no longer be allowed; on-leash dog
walking would be restricted to certain
areas

Long-term moderate to major
adverse cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Negligible to long-term minor adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer
not to have dog walking at the park,
assuming compliance

Site experiences a high number of dog
walkers; on-leash dog walking would

be allowed on most of the trails and on
the beach; off-leash dog walking would

Negligible to long-term minor
adverse cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park

no longer be allowed

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be allowed in two designated VSCAs, one on the beach south of the Funston Beach Trail
North and a second between the Chip Trail, Sunset Trail, and main parking lot. A total of approximately
0.7 mile of beach and 8.30 acres of the upland area would be available for off-leash dog walking. On-
leash dog walking would be allowed on all trails north of the parking lot (except the Sunset Trail from the
parking lot to the junction with the Chip Trail, and Funston Horse Trail, which would be closed to dogs),
and on the Funston Beach Trail South (sand ladder) and Sunset Trail south of the main parking lot. A
total of approximately 1.8 miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking. Additional closed
areas include a 12-acre habitat protection area that restricts both visitors and dogs and the section of beach
near the northern bluffs that has a seasonal closure (April 1 — August 15) for the protection of the bank
swallow colony, and the northern end of the Sunset Trail, which is closed due to erosion.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Impacts would be adverse since the area available to dog walking would be reduced by
approximately 90.4 upland acres and 0.5 miles of beach. Although off-leash dog walking was historically
allowed throughout all of Fort Funston, much of the 90.4 acres of reduced upland areas include some
fairly vegetated or fenced areas not usually used by dog walkers. Impacts would be moderate since
alternative C would provide a loop for dog walkers from either the main parking lot or the John Muir
parking lot to the Funston Beach Trail North, then down to the beach and into the VSCA that extends to
the southern boundary of Fort Funston. From the southern end of the beach VSCA, the Funston Beach
Trail South (sand ladder) would return dog walkers to the main parking lot and to the second VSCA
adjacent to the main parking lot. Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to one of two VSCAs or to
walk along the on-leash trails. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive
when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within
the VSCAs. Alternative C would particularly cause adverse impacts to elderly and handicapped visitors
who are mobility impaired. The proposed VSCAs and access trails to the beach VSCA are on sand
surfaces which may be hard for mobility-impaired visitors to navigate. However, the paved Sunset Trail is
adjacent to the upland VSCA. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS many commenters
discussed access issues to the proposed VSCA. One commenter stated, “Elderly and disabled people will
have great difficulty reaching the beach section to allow their dogs to run off-leash. The most important
area for them is the top section where the dogs can run around freely” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
1543). Another commenter stated, “I walk my dog 2x a day at Fort Funston because I have plantar
fascitis, which does not allow me to walk on loose sand or unpaved ground. Funston has a lot of off-leash
paved areas currently, where I am able to walk without pain. Over the years, [ have observed many

1122 Golden Gate National Recreation Area



Visitor Use and Experience

elderly and disabled people walking their dogs there because they are able to use their canes and walkers
on the paved path, while their dogs can exercise on the sand. The new restrictions are clearly
discriminatory towards disabled people. You propose to confine us to an area that is mostly loose sand”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 1567). Visitation by dog walkers in this area would likely remain the same
by dog walkers that are not mobility-impaired and use would be concentrated in the VSCAs and on-leash
areas.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor
to moderate, and adverse. These visitors, especially those with small children, may feel more comfortable
if dogs are walked on leash or, when not on leash, are in a VSCA where they would be under better
control by their walkers. Dogs would no longer be allowed along the Funston Horse Trail, which would
provide a no-dog experience for equestrians, although to reach the trail, riders would go through an on-
leash area. Aesthetics would improve in the areas where dogs would no longer be present because dog
waste and the odor of dog urine would be reduced. During the public comment period for the draft
plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “the current situation has made it so that I do not much enjoy visiting it
anymore, since I am routinely being run down by off leash dogs, being hit by tennis balls thrown by
owners, stepping on dog waste, and so forth” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2701). A no-dog experience
would be available on the beach north of the Funston Beach Trail North. This alternative would be
compatible with the activities of environmental education programs that the San Francisco Unified School
District conducts at Fort Funston. Overall, the conditions at the site for this user group would be better
than the no-action alternative; however, impacts would still be minor to moderate and adverse since there
would still be a high number of dog walkers using the site and two large VSCA areas. Visitation by this
user group could increase.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to walk
one to six dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits
would be allowed at Fort Funston. Commercial dog walking use is high at Fort Funston. For those visitors
wishing to continue to walk more than six dogs, impacts from the permit system would be long-term,
moderate, and adverse. Limiting dog walkers to six dogs would be a substantial reduction from the
current practice by many commercial dog walkers at Fort Funston. Visitors would either have to reduce
the number of dogs walked at Fort Funston or find another dog walking area that would allow more than
six dogs. Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term,
minor to moderate, and adverse. Although there would be a reduction in the number of dogs walked per
dog walker; visitors would continue to encounter dog walkers with up to six dogs throughout the site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Funston considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with
alternative C of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term moderate adverse for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston, and long-term, minor to moderate, and adverse
for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.
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FORT FUNSTON ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Dog walking under voice and sight |Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer to walk control would be allowed, but only | cumulative impacts for visitors who
dogs at the park in two areas would prefer to walk dogs at the park
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking under voice and sight |Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer control would occur in two areas; adverse cumulative impacts for

not to have dog walking at the park, site experiences high dog walking | visitors who would prefer not to have
assuming compliance use, both on and off leash dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Dog walking would be
allowed under voice and sight control in an approximately 4.7 acre VSCA established in a disturbed area
adjacent to the Sunset Trail, across from the entrance to the Funston Beach Trail North. On-leash dog
walking would be allowed on the beach south of the Funston Beach Trail North, to the NPS southern
boundary, and on all trails except for the northern end of the Sunset Trail (closed due to erosion) and the
Funston Horse Trail, where dog walking would be prohibited. A total of approximately 2.1 miles of trails
and 0.7 mile of beach would be available for on-leash dog walking. Additional closed areas include a 12-
acre habitat protection area that restricts both visitors and dogs and the section of beach near the northern
bluffs that has a seasonal closure (April 1 — August 15) for the protection of the bank swallow colony.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston would be long term, moderate to
major, and adverse. This alternative would restrict the area for dog walking at Fort Funston more than any
of the other action alternatives. The amount of area for off-leash dog walking would be reduced by
approximately 94 upland acres and 1.1 miles of beach. Although off-leash dog walking was historically
allowed throughout all of Fort Funston, much of the 94 acres of reduced upland areas include some fairly
vegetated or fenced areas not usually used by dog walkers. Impacts would be moderate to major, since
this site is currently a high use area for voice control dog walking and the amount of area available for
this activity would be limited to one VSCA. In addition, there would be no dog walking under voice and
sight control on the beach. Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to the VSCA or using the on-
leash dog trails and beach. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive
when restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within
the one VSCA. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “I love
dogs and am not allowed to have one in the apartment that I live in. I take walks at Fort Funston so [ am
allowed to mingle with dogs, enjoy their diversity and get some exercise on top of it. | have never
experienced nor witnessed any problems between people and dogs in all of the walks that I have taken.
Owners are very conscious about monitoring their dogs and love the attention that I am willing to give
their dogs. The "dog area" that you are proposing would be a travesty and ruin the whole feeling of Fort
Funston as a great place to get your exercise and mingle with many breeds of dogs” (NPS 2011a,
Correspondence 1090). Adverse impacts would be expected for visitors who enjoy watching and playing
with dogs off leash. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when
restrained on a 6-foot leash. Visitation by this visitor group may decrease at Fort Funston since visitors
may begin using other areas outside the park as well as GGNRA sites with larger VSCAs, such as Ocean
Beach.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. This alternative would provide for a no-dog experience; some of the trails and approximately
half of the beach would be closed to dogs. Aesthetics would improve in the areas where dogs would no
longer be present since dog waste and the odor of dog urine would be eliminated or reduced. The
remaining areas, except the VSCA, would require on-leash dog walking. Some visitors, especially
horseback riders, hang gliders, and those with small children, may feel more comfortable in these areas
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since the dogs would be under better control by the owner. Visitor incidents (bites/attacks) with dogs
would decrease. In general, conditions at Fort Funston would be better for this user group than the no-
action alternative because of the no-dog experience available and the requirement of on-leash dog
walking in most areas; however, it is anticipated that a large number of dogs would still be present
throughout the site; therefore, impacts would be minor. This alternative would be compatible with the
environmental education programs that the San Francisco Unified School District conducts in the
southern area of Fort Funston. Visitation by this user group would likely increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the site (includes commercial dog walkers)
would be long term, moderate, and adverse since commercial dog walking is common at this site.
Visitation by commercial dog walkers would decrease and as a result, visitors would no longer encounter
dog walkers with multiple dogs. As a result, impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park would be beneficial.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Funston considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term moderate to major adverse impacts (for those who prefer
dogs) and long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative
D of the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston and long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

FORT FUNSTON ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate to major adverse | Dog walking under voice and sight Long-term moderate to major

impacts for visitors who would prefer | control would be allowed in one area; |adverse cumulative impacts for

to walk dogs at the park area for dog walking would be visitors who would prefer to walk
reduced dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for | Dog walking under voice and sight Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer not to have | control would be limited to one area; |cumulative impacts for visitors who

dog walking at the park, assuming site experiences a high number of would prefer not to have dog

compliance dog walkers walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking would be
allowed under voice and sight control in two VSCAs. An approximately 0.7 mile-long beach VSCA
would be established south of the Funston Beach Trail North, extending to the Fort Funston southern
boundary. The second VSCA would be in a corridor extending from just north of the new trail to be built
along the northern edge of the parking lot up to and including the Funston Beach Trail North. The VSCA
corridor includes the Chip Trail and sections of the Sunset Trail, Funston Road, and Battery Davis Trail,
all north of the parking lot. The VSCA also extends into the disturbed area across from the north Funston
Beach Trail North. The Chip Trail would be hardened to improve accessibility. The approximately 17.60
acre upland VSCA would be separated by barriers from the parking lot and adjacent no-dog trails/areas.
On-leash dog walking would be allowed on the approximately 0.5 miles of beach north of the Funston
Beach Trail North (with a seasonal closure at the base of the northernmost bluffs from April 1 to August
15 when bank swallows are nesting), and on approximately 1.6 miles of trails, excluding the Funston
Horse Trail, which would be closed to dog walkers, and the northern end of the Sunset Trail, which is
closed due to erosion. An additional closed area is the 12-acre habitat protection area that restricts both
visitors and dogs.
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Long-term, minor, adverse impacts would be expected on the visitor experience of those who would
prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston. Alternative E offers the most area of all the action alternatives for
walking dogs under voice and sight control by providing two VSCAs that would provide a large area for
off-leash dog walking and would provide an upland VSCA that connects directly to the beach VSCA. The
available area for off-leash dog walking would be reduced by approximately 81.1 upland acres and
approximately 0.5 mile of beach. Although off-leash dog walking was historically allowed throughout all
of Fort Funston, much of the 81.1 acres of reduced upland areas include some fairly vegetated or fenced
areas not generally used by dog walkers. Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to VSCAs or on-
leash dog walking areas. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when
restrained by a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the
VSCAs. However, the established VSCAs would provide adequate room for dogs to receive a substantial
amount of exercise and socialization while under voice and sight control. To reduce impacts to elderly or
handicapped visitors, the Chip Trail would be hardened to allow access to the beach VSCA. This
improved accessibility would provide a beneficial impact to mobility-impaired visitors who find it hard to
navigate on sand surface. Use of the site by visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this site would
continue to be high.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term,
moderate, and adverse. Visitors would still encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice and sight
control throughout most of the site. Although dogs would still be allowed in most areas of the park site,
some visitors may feel more comfortable in the areas where dogs would be walked on leash, and visitors
could easily avoid the VSCAs. Since dogs would no longer be allowed on the Funston Horse Trail,
dog/horse incidents would be reduced; however, riders would still have to pass through dog walking areas
to reach the no-dog trail. Although conditions at Fort Funston would be better for this user group than the
no-action alternative, impacts would still be long term, moderate, and adverse because of the two large
VSCAs at the site and the high number of dog walkers expected at the site. Visitors would still encounter
off-leash dogs since the on-leash areas run adjacent to the VSCAs. In addition, this alternative offers only
a small area for a no-dog experience. However, this alternative would be compatible with the
environmental education programs that the San Francisco Unified School District conducts at Fort
Funston. Visitation by this user group may increase slightly.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Fort Funston. Commercial dog walking use is high at Fort Funston. For those visitors wishing
to continue to walk more than six dogs, impacts from the permit system would be long-term, moderate,
and adverse. Limiting dog walkers to six dogs would be a substantial reduction from the current practice
by many commercial dog walkers at Fort Funston. Visitors would either have to reduce the number of
dogs walked at Fort Funston or find another dog walking area that allows more than six dogs. Impacts on
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Although there would be a reduction in the number of dogs per dog walker; visitors would
continue to encounter dog walkers with up to six dogs throughout the site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Fort Funston considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative B. When the impacts associated
with these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
long-term moderate adverse impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative E of
the dog management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, adverse for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at Fort Funston and long-term, moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer
not to have dog walking at the site.
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FORT FUNSTON ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts

Rationale

Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be allowed in two
areas

Long-term minor adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Long-term moderate adverse impacts
for visitors who would prefer not to
have dog walking at the park,
assuming compliance

Dog walking under voice and sight
control would be allowed in two
large areas; site experiences a high
number of dog walkers; dogs would

Long-term moderate adverse
cumulative impacts for visitors who
would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

be allowed on the entire beach

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. Dog walking under voice and sight control would be allowed in
two designated VSCAs, one on the beach south of the Funston Beach Trail North and a second north from
the main parking lot. The second Upper Fort Funston VSCA would extend from just north of the new trail
to be built along the northern edge of the parking lot that extends to, and includes the Funston Beach Trail
North. The Upper Funston VSCA r includes the Funston Trail, and the upland area northeast of the
Funston Trail, the Funston Beach Trail (north), the upland area east of (but not including) the Sunset Trail
and north of the main parking lot, encompassing the Chip Trail and its eastern embankment, to the
intersection at the water fountain with, and including the Battery Davis Trail (west). The Chip Trail
between the accessible trail along the northern boundary of the main parking lot and the on-leash Sunset
Trail would be hardened and elevated above the sand to improve accessibility. The VSCA would be
separated by barriers from the parking lot and no-dog trails/areas. A second water fountain and landscape
designs would be used to delineate on- and off-leash dog walking areas for safety. A total of 0.7 mile of
beach, 0.6 trail miles and 18.4 acres of other grassy or paved areas would be available for off-leash dog
walking. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on 1.7 miles of trails north of the parking lot (the
Funston Horse Trail (0.9 miles) would be closed to dogs,) and 0.5 miles of Funston Beach Trail South
(sand ladder) and Sunset Trail south of the main parking lot. Additional closed areas include a 12-acre
habitat protection area that restricts both visitors and dogs for the protection of native plant communities,
the bluff area that has a seasonal closure (April 1 — August 15) for the protection of the bank swallow
colony, and the northern end of the Sunset Trail, which is closed due to erosion.

Long-term minor adverse impacts would be expected on the visitor experience of those who would prefer
to walk dogs at Fort Funston. The preferred alternative offers the most area of all the action alternatives
for walking dogs under voice and sight control by providing two, connecting VSCAs that would provide a
large area for off-leash dog walking. Even so, the available area for off-leash dog walking would be
reduced by 80.3 upland acres and 0.5 mile of beach compared to alternative A. Although off-leash dog
walking was historically allowed throughout all of Fort Funston, much of the 81.1 acres of reduced
upland areas include some fairly vegetated or fenced areas where dog walking rarely occurs. On-leash
dog walking would be required on the trails outside of the VSCA. The beach north of the Funston Beach
Trail North and the Funston Horse Trail would be closed to dogs. However, the connecting VSCAs would
provide adequate room for dogs to receive a substantial amount of exercise and socialization while under
voice and sight control. Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to VSCAs or walking on the on-
leash trails. Therefore, dogs that do not receive enough exercise or become aggressive when restrained by
a leash would still have the opportunity to walk under voice and sight control within the VSCAs. To
reduce impacts mobility-impaired visitors such as elderly or handicapped, the Chip Trail would be
hardened to allow improved access to the beach VSCA. Use of the site by visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at this site would continue to be high.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term,
moderate, and adverse. Visitors would still encounter both on-leash dogs and dogs under voice and sight
control throughout most of the site. Although dogs would still be allowed in most areas of the park site,
some visitors may feel more comfortable in the areas where dogs would be walked on leash, and visitors
could easily avoid the majority of the VSCAs. Equestrians would be able to use the Funston Horse Trail
where dog walking is not allowed; however, riders would still have to pass through dog walking areas to
reach the no-dog trail. Although conditions at Fort Funston would be better for this user group than the
no-action alternative, impacts would still be long term, moderate, and adverse because of the two large
VSCAs at the site and the high number of dog walkers expected at the site. Visitors would still encounter
off-leash dogs since the on-leash areas are near the VSCAs, and in two places briefly cross the VSCAs. In
addition, this alternative offers only a relatively small area for a no-dog experience; the Funston Horse
Trail and the beach north of the Funston Beach Trail North. However, this alternative would be
compatible with the environmental education programs that the San Francisco Unified School District
conducts at Fort Funston and would provide greater staff safety since dog walking would be prohibited
off the two named trails south of the main parking lot. Visitation by this user group may increase slightly.

Under alternative F, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. In a VSCA, permit holders may walk one to six
dogs under voice and sight control. The permit may restrict use by time and area. Permits would be
allowed at Fort Funston. Commercial dog walking use is high at Fort Funston. For those visitors wishing
to continue to walk more than six dogs, impacts from the permit system would be long-term, moderate,
and adverse. Limiting dog walkers to six dogs would be a substantial reduction from the current practice
by many commercial dog walkers at Fort Funston. Visitors would either have to reduce the number of
dogs they walk at Fort Funston or find another dog walking area that allows more than six dogs. Impacts
on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Although there would be a reduction in the number of dogs walked per dog walker; visitors
would continue to encounter dog walkers with up to six dogs throughout the site.

Cumulative Impacts. New restroom facilities at Fort Funston would enhance the visitor experience for
all visitors at Fort Funston including both user groups that are the focus of this analysis; however, the
benefit would not be great enough to alter the analysis of impacts for either group under alternative F.
Implementation of the proposed SNRAMP (SFPD 2011) may further restrict dog access and off-leash
areas in San Francisco, including Lake Merced (near Fort Funston and Ocean Beach) and other natural
areas (Bernal Hill and McLaren Park, closest to Fort Funston and Ocean Beach). There is potential for
increased use of dog walkers at Fort Funston resulting from the reduction in DPAs since Lake Merced,
Bernal Hill, and McLaren Park were identified in the visitor satisfaction survey as alternative sites for dog
walking (NPS 2012a, 21-66).

If there is an increase in dog walkers due to the closure of the DPAs, the VSCAs have the potential to
become overcrowded. Impacts to visitors who prefer to walk dogs from the combined cumulative projects
would be long-term, minor, and adverse. The cumulative impacts to visitors who prefer not to have dog
walking would be long-term, moderate, and adverse.
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FORT FUNSTON PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking under voice and sight | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | control would be allowed in two impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park VSCAs; on-leash dog walking to walk dogs at the park

would be allowed on most trails;
the Chip Trail would be hardened
to improve access for mobility-
impaired visitors

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | Dog walking under voice and sight | Long-term moderate adverse

for visitors who would prefer not to control would occur in two areas cumulative impacts for visitors who
have dog walking at the park, and on-leash dog walking would be | would prefer not to have dog walking
assuming compliance allowed on trails outside of the at the park

upland VSCA,; site experiences
high dog walking use, both on and
off leash; Funston Horse Trail
would be closed to dogs but riders
would pass through on-leash dog
walking areas to access the trail

SAN MATEO COUNTY SITES

Mori Point

Alternative A: No Action. On-leash dog walking is allowed on all trails at Mori Point. A total of
approximately 3.1 miles of trail and less than 0.1 mile of beach are available for on-leash dog walking.
Visitor use in this area is considered moderate to high for walkers, runners, and bicyclists and moderate
for dog walkers (table 10). Most people that use Mori Point for recreation are from the local residential
neighborhoods, although the site is attracting more visitors from outside the City of Pacifica as the public
learns about restoration activities conducted at the site. Some visitors are not complying with the leash
law; off-leash violations totaled 146 from 2008 through 2011 (table 27a). A total of 13 dog-related
incidents were recorded between 2012 and 2016 (table 27b).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue to use the area for exercising, playing with, and socializing their pets
throughout the site. Some visitors would continue to be noncompliant with the leash restrictions.
Visitation by this user group would remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dogs and the occasional dog walker allowing
dogs off leash. Visitors would not be able to have a no-dog experience at this site. Some walkers, runners,
and bicyclists may prefer to experience these activities without the presence of dogs. Some visitors may
avoid this site due to the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to
decrease at this site.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Mori Point, commercial dog walking is
uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Mori Point were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The NPS has completed the Mori Point Restoration and Trail Plan
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projects, which included development of a safe and sustainable trail system that improved recreational
experiences and guided visitors away from restoration areas, and endangered species habitat areas (NPS
2010e, 1). The CalTrans Devil’s Slide Tunnel project involved the construction of two tunnels beneath
San Pedro Mountain which provided a dependable highway between Pacifica and Montara. Indirectly,
this project would improve visitor access to San Mateo NPS sites.

Restoration projects at Mori Point have resulted in enhanced aesthetics; improved trails and recreational
enjoyment for all visitors to Mori Point. All visitors, including both user groups enjoy the enhanced
viewshed of the restored habitat and improved trails and safety that have resulted from trail
improvements; however, it is not expected that overall, visitor use would increase at Mori Point as a result
of the project improvements. Visitors originating from the neighboring residential area may increase but
this would not be great enough to alter the level or intensity of impacts for either visitor group. As a
result, enhancements resulting from the projects at Mori Point would not substantially add to their visitor
experience and expected cumulative impacts under alternative A would be long-term, minor, and adverse
for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this site and negligible cumulative impacts to
visitors who prefer to walk dogs at Mori Point.

MORI POINT ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

No impact for visitors who would On-leash dog walking would Negligible cumulative impacts for

prefer to walk dogs at the park continue on all trails throughout visitors who would prefer to walk
the site and the beach dogs at the park

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs | Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer not to have on all trails throughout the site and | cumulative impacts for visitors who
dog walking at the park on the beach would prefer not to have dog
walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. On-leash dog walking would be allowed along the Mori Coastal
Trail and the portion of beach within the park boundary. A total of approximately 0.7 mile of trails and
less than 0.1 mile of beach would be available for on-leash dog walking. Dogs would no longer be
allowed on Old Mori Trail and the Pollywog Trail that connects directly to the neighborhood, the trail
with direct access from Highway 1, or the loop trail.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. The area available for dog walking would be reduced by 2.4 miles of trails. Visitors from the
local community would no longer be allowed to use the direct connector trail to the park site. This would
also limit access to many elderly visitors and families with small children. Impacts would be minor to
moderate since this is a moderate use site for dog walkers. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce
visitors” enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would likely decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Mori Point would be beneficial. Visitors
would still encounter on-leash dogs on some trails at this site; however, many areas, including the
Bootlegger’s Steps, Mori Bluff Trail, Lishumsha Trail, Pollywog Trail, Old Mori Trail, and Timigtac
Trail, would be available for a no-dog experience. A total of 2.4 miles of trails would be available for a
no-dog experience. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Mori Point, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Mori Point considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term minor to moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs)
and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative B of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor to moderate, and adverse for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Mori Point and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

MORI POINT ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse Dog walking would be limited to | Long-term minor to moderate adverse
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | one trail and the beach cumulative impacts for visitors who
walk dogs at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | On-leash dog walking would be | Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the limited to one trail and the visitors who would prefer not to have
park, assuming compliance beach; a no-dog experience dog walking at the park

would be available

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. On-leash dog walking would be
allowed along the Mori Coastal Trail, Old Mori Trail, and the portion of beach within the park boundary.
A total of approximately 1.2 miles of trails and less than 0.1 mile of beach would be available for on-
leash dog walking. Dogs would no longer be allowed on the neighborhood connector trail (Pollywog
Trail), the trail with direct access from Highway 1, or the loop trail.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. The area available for dog walking would be reduced by 1.9 miles of trails. Most of the dog
walking at this site is by done local residents, and if the neighborhood connector trail is closed to dogs,
this would be an adverse impact on this user group. Prohibiting dog walking on the Pollywog Trail would
also limit access to many elderly visitors and families with small children, although there are other
accessible sites for walking dogs off leash within GGNRA. During the public comment period for the
draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated “I walk my two small dogs on the bluff trail at Mori point nearly
every days. I enjoy the views so much, and there is never anyone else there on that trail. We are no
trouble or bother to anyone. It is so close to my home -- I cannot travel further to exercise my little dogs”
(NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3529). Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this
site. As a result, visitation to this site by local residents with dogs may decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Mori Point would be beneficial. Visitors
would still encounter on-leash dogs on some trails at this site; however, many areas, including the
Bootlegger Steps, Mori Bluff Trail, Lishumsha Trail, and Timigtac Trail, would be available for a no-dog
experience. A total of approximately 1.9 miles of trails would be available for a no-dog experience.
Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Mori Point, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Mori Point, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Under alternative C, the cumulative impacts on visitor use and experience at this
park site would be the same those under alternative B: long-term minor to moderate and adverse
cumulative impacts on visitors who prefer dogs, and beneficial impacts on visitors who do not prefer
dogs.

MoRI POINT ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Dog walking would be limited to Long-term minor to moderate
impacts for visitors who would prefer two trails and the beach adverse cumulative impacts for
to walk dogs at the park visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would be limited to Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking two trails and the beach; a no- visitors who would prefer not to have
at the park, assuming compliance dog experience would be dog walking at the park

available

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, dogs
would be prohibited in the entire Mori Point park site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate to major,
and adverse. Impacts would be moderate to major since dog walkers would be required to use a different
area inside or outside GGNRA for dog walking and Mori Point has moderate use by dog walkers. During
the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS commenters expressed how dog walking at Mori Point
was important to them. One commenter stated, “My family enjoys walking the trails in Mori Point, we
often take our children and our dog. We enjoy the ocean, flowers, exercise and meeting our friends and
strangers alike on the trail. We are respectful of the space, pick up any trash we see, stay on the trails and
encourage others to do so. Taking away that privilege for our dogs will seriously impact the way we enjoy
the space, exercise and our quality of life here in Pacifica” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3436). Visitors
would no longer receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Limiting dog walking areas
would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Dog walking is a popular activity at Mori Point, especially
by the local residents with dogs; as a result, visitation by this user group would no longer occur at this
site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Visitors
would no longer encounter dogs and would therefore have access to the entire site for a no-dog
experience. Walkers, runners, and bicyclists who prefer to experience these activities without the presence
of dogs would benefit from this alternative. Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase at
this site.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Mori Point considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term moderate to major adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs)
and beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at Mori Point and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.
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MORI POINT ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate to major adverse No dog walking would be allowed Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who No dog walking would be allowed; Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | a no-dog experience would be visitors who would prefer not to
the park, assuming compliance available throughout the site have dog walking at the park

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. On-leash dog walking would
be allowed on the Mori Coastal Trail, Old Mori Trail, the Pollywog Trail, and the portion of beach within
the GGNRA boundary. A total of approximately 1.4 miles of trails and less than 0.1 mile of beach would
be available for on-leash dog walking. No dog walking would be allowed on the trail with direct access
from Highway 1 or the loop trail.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
On-leash dog walking would be available on three trails and the beach at the site. Although the trails
available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 1.7 miles, impacts would be minor since a
relatively large area would remain available for on-leash dog walking and the local community would
have direct access to the site via the Pollywog Trail. Visitation by this user group would be expected to
remain the same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Mori Point would be beneficial. Visitors
would still encounter on-leash dogs on some trails at this site; however, many areas, including the
Bootlegger’s Steps, Mori Bluff Trail, Lishumsha Trail, and Timigtac Trail, would be available for a no-
dog experience. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Mori Point, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Mori Point, it is likely
that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Mori Point considered for the cumulative impacts
analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. When the impacts associated with
these projects are added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and
beneficial impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative E of the dog
management plan, cumulative impacts would be long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would
prefer to walk dogs at Mori Point and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at
the site.
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MORI POINT ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be allowed on Long-term minor adverse

visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | most trails and the beach cumulative impacts for visitors who

at the park would prefer to walk dogs at the
park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Some trails would prohibit dogs; a | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking no-dog experience would be visitors who would prefer not to

at the park, assuming compliance available have dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative includes on-leash dog walking along the
Coastal Trail, Old Mori Road, Pollywog Trail, Mori Headlands Trail, and the southeastern section of
Sharp Park beach within the GGNRA boundary. A total of approximately 1.4 miles of trails and less than
0.1 mile of beach would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
On-leash dog walking would be available on four trails and the beach. Although the trails available for
dog walking would be reduced by approximately 1.8 miles, impacts would be minor since a relatively
large area would remain available for on-leash dog walking and the local community would have direct
access to the site via the Pollywog Trail. Visitation by this user group would be expected to remain the
same at this site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Mori Point would be beneficial. Visitors
would still encounter on-leash dogs on some trails at this site; however, many areas, including the
Timigtac, Lishymsha, Upper Mori, and Mori Peak trails or the Bootlegger’s Steps, would be available for
a no-dog experience. A total of approximately 1.5 miles of trails would be available for a no-dog
experience. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be issued for Mori Point, so
individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per
person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Mori Point, it is likely that commercial dog
walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and
visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Mori Point were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The NPS completed the Mori Point Restoration and Trail Plan projects,
which included development of a safe and sustainable trail system that improved recreational experiences
and guided visitors away from disturbed areas, restoration areas, and endangered species habitat areas
(NPS 2010e, 1). The CalTrans Devil’s Slide Tunnel project involved the construction of two tunnels
beneath San Pedro Mountain to provide a dependable highway between Pacifica and Montara. Indirectly,
this project would improve visitor access to San Mateo NPS sites.

Restoration projects at Mori Point resulted in enhanced aesthetics; improved trails and recreational
enjoyment for all visitors to Mori Point. All visitors, including both user groups enjoy the enhanced
viewshed of the restored habitat and improved trails and safety that resulted from the trail improvements;
however, it is not expected that overall, visitor use would increase at Mori Point as a result of the project
improvements. Visitors originating from the neighboring residential area may increase but this would not
be great enough to alter the level or intensity of impacts for either visitor group. As a result,
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enhancements resulting from the projects at Mori Point would not substantially add to their visitor
experience and expected impacts under the preferred alternative would remain the same for both user
groups: long-term, minor and adverse for visitors who would prefer to have dog walking at this site, and
beneficial impacts on visitors who prefer to walk dogs at Mori Point.

MORI POINT PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be | Long-term minor adverse cumulative
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs allowed on three trails and the impacts for visitors who would prefer
at the park beach to walk dogs at the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dog walking would be on leash Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | and limited to three trails and visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance the beach; a no-dog experience | dog walking at the park

would be available

Milagra Ridge

Alternative A: No Action. On-leash dog walking is currently allowed on all trails and the fire road at this
park site. A total of approximately 2.7 miles of trails are available for on-leash dog walking. Visitors
(mostly locals) use the site for dog walking, hiking, and bicycling. Visitor use is considered moderate for
hiking and bicycling and low to moderate for dog walking (table 10). Some visitors are not complying
with the leash law; violations totaled 35 from 2008 through 2011 (table 28a). A total of 15 dog-related
incidents were recorded between 2012 and 2016 (table 28Db).

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park. On-leash dog walking
would continue to be allowed throughout the site and some visitors would continue to be noncompliant
with the leash restrictions. Visitation by this user group would remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor, and
adverse. During the public comment period of the draft plan/EIS one commenter described conditions at
Milagra Ridge as the following, “I would prefer to have dogs banned from Mori Point, Milagra Ridge,
and Sweeney Ridge altogether...no leashed or unleashed dogs. I have done extensive hiking and biking at
all locations mentioned and many dog owners begin their walks with their dogs on leash and then take the
leash off when they get away from parking areas. I have seen dogs chasing birds, squirrels and other
wildlife. If all dogs are banned it is easier to regulate. There is no way that rangers and other law
enforcement can make sure all dogs remain on leash” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3659). Visitors would
continue to encounter on-leash dogs and the occasional dog walker allowing dogs off leash. Visitors
would not be able to have a no-dog experience at this park site. Visitation by this user group would have
the potential to decrease.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Milagra Ridge, commercial dog walking
is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to the impacts
discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.
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MILAGRA RIDGE ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would prefer to | On-leash dog walking would continue N/A
walk dogs at the park on all trails throughout the site
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Visitors would still encounter dogs on all | N/A
visitors who would prefer not to have dog | trails throughout the site
walking at the park

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, on-leash dog walking would be allowed on
the fire road, the trails to the westernmost overlook and WW II bunker, and the future Milagra Battery
Trail. A total of approximately 1.5 miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking. Dog
walking would not be allowed on the trail to the top of the hill or the trail to the two southern overlooks.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Milagra Ridge would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Dog walking would still be allowed at this site; however, some trails would now prohibit dogs.
The area available for on-leash dog walking would be reduced by approximately 1.3 miles of trails.
Impacts would be minor since this site experiences low to moderate use by dog walkers. Limiting dog
walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would have the
potential to decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Some trails
would now prohibit dogs, allowing visitors to hike or bicycle on these trails without the presence of dogs.
Some visitors may feel more comfortable recreating at this site without the presence of dogs. Visitation
by this user group may increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Milagra Ridge, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.

MILAGRA RIDGE ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be restricted to on N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at leash and on the fire road
the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would Dog walking on leash would be limited to | N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, |the fire road; a no-dog experience would
assuming compliance be available

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Dog walking restrictions under
alternative C would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor use and experience would
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also be the same: long term, minor, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Milagra
Ridge and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Milagra Ridge.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, Milagra Ridge is not one
of the sites for which permits would be issued, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be
allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking at Milagra Ridge is
not common, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.

MILAGRA RIDGE ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be limited to on leash N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at and on the fire road
the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would Dog walking would be limited to on leash N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, |and on the fire road; a no-dog experience
assuming compliance would be available

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Dogs would no longer be
allowed in Milagra Ridge under alternative D.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at this park site would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, many commenters stated concerns of
not allowing dog walking at Milagra Ridge. One commenter stated, “This is a wonderful space that is
lightly utilized (some of the time I'm there alone with my dogs). The heaviest users are people with dogs,
and everyone I've seen with just a couple of exceptions respects the on leash requirements here. We like
to walk along the dirt trails as well as the paved ones, for the variety, for the exercise, and for the views.
I've never heard of any negative encounters between dogs and wildlife (the one time we saw a deer I held
my dogs close and there was no interaction). Closing off any of it to dogs on leash is unfair and
unnecessary to protect this park. Dogs have been using it for many many years with no ill effects to either
wildlife, vegetation or other users...” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 3726). Another commenter described
the importance of having dogs on the trails, “First, when I am trail running the dogs constitute a form of
security for me. Yes, they are getting much needed exercise, but they are also providing me another two
pairs of eyes and ears. Given the isolation of many of these trails, especially when you are more than 2-3
miles from the trail heads, I would honestly not feel comfortable running or walking there without the
dogs. ... To ban dogs entirely from the Milagra Ridge trails, in particular, would make it more risky for
women such as myself to use these trails for anything other than short walks, and in fact would make me
sufficiently uncomfortable so as to prevent me from using them at all” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
3494). Visitors would no longer receive personal benefits from walking dogs at the site. Visitors who
would prefer to walk dogs at the park would need to visit other areas of GGNRA or nearby parks for dog
walking. Visitation by this user group would no longer occur at this park site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Visitors
would no longer encounter dogs at this site. The entire Milagra Ridge site would be available for visitors
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to experience the park without the presence of dogs. These visitors may feel more comfortable recreating
at the site without the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group would be expected to increase.

Since dogs would not be allowed at this site the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.

MILAGRA RIDGE ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for No dog walking would be allowed N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the |throughout the site
park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would No dog walking would be allowed; a no-dog | N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, experience would be available
assuming compliance

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Dog walking regulations
would be the same as those under alternative B, with the exception of an added on-leash trail to the top of
the hill opposite the WW II bunker, which would allow for additional trail mileage (total of
approximately 1.7 miles of trails) for dog walking under this alternative.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Milagra Ridge would be negligible to long-term,
minor, and adverse. Dog walking would be allowed on most of the trails at this site. The area available for
dog walking would be reduced by 1.1 miles of trails. Visitors could continue to use most of the trails for
exercising, playing with, and socializing their pets. Visitation by this user group would have the potential
to decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Allowing
on-leash dog walking on some, but not all, trails at Milagra Ridge would allow visitors to experience
some of the site without dogs. Visitation by this user group may increase.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, Milagra Ridge is not one
of the sites where permits would be allowed, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be
allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
Milagra Ridge, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.
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MILAGRA RIDGE ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Negligible to long-term minor adverse Dog walking would be available on leash N/A
impacts for visitors who would prefer to walk | on most trails
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who would A no-dog experience would be available; N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, some trails would prohibit dogs
assuming compliance

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would include on-leash dog walking on
the Fire Road within the park boundary from the Sharp Park Road entrance west to the Milagra Battery
Trail, and the Milagra Ridge Battery Trail from the Battery #244 (Bunker) to the parking lot at the
western NPS boundary of the site. A total of approximately 1.5 miles of trails would be available for on-
leash dog walking with an additional 0.2 trail miles available under Water District jurisdiction. Dog
walking would not be allowed on the Milagra Ridge and Milagra Overlook Trails and the Milagra Ridge
Spur, which together extend across the site.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Milagra Ridge would be long term, minor, and
adverse. Dog walking would still be allowed at this site; however, some trails would now prohibit dogs.
The area available for on-leash dog walking would be reduced by approximately 1.04 miles of trails.
During the public comment period of the draft plan/EIS, one commenter stated, “...proposed plan
essentially closes the entire park to dogs - the single open trail is inadequate” (NPS 201 1a,
Correspondence 1702). Since the draft plan/EIS an additional trail, Milagra Ridge Road up to the summit,
would allow on-leash dog walking. Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this
site. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. Some trails
would now prohibit dogs, allowing visitors to hike or bicycle on these trails without the presence of dogs.
Some visitors may feel more comfortable recreating at this site without the presence of dogs. Visitation
by this user group may increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be granted at Milagra
Ridge, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on
leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Milagra Ridge, it is likely that
commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.
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MILAGRA RIDGE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking would be restricted to the fire | N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at road
the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would Dog walking would be limited to the fire N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, road; a no-dog experience would be
assuming compliance available

N/A = not applicable.

Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill

Alternative A: No Action. On-leash dog walking is currently allowed on all trails at Sweeney Ridge
except the Notch Trail. A total of approximately 6.8 miles of on-leash dog walking trails are available.
Visitor use in this area is typically by dog walkers, bicyclists, and hikers. Visitation by dog walkers is
considered low to moderate, and some visitors are not complying with the leash law; off-leash incidents
totaled 115 from 2008 through 2011 (table 29a). Between 2012 and 2016, a total of 18 dog-related
incidents were recorded (table 29b). Visitation by other user groups (e.g., bicyclists, hikers) is considered
low. Cattle Hill is currently not part of GGNRA; however, some dog walking does take place at this site.
Overall, visitation at these sites, especially Cattle Hill, would be expected to increase, especially once
Cattle Hill is transferred to the park.

There would be no impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-action
alternative. Visitors would continue on-leash dog walking throughout the Sweeney Ridge area and some
visitors would continue to be noncompliant with the leash restrictions. Dog walking would also continue
at Cattle Hill. Visitation by this user group would remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who prefer to not have dog walking at the park would be long term, minor to
moderate, and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter both on-leash and off-leash dogs throughout
the sites. Impacts would be minor to moderate since the site is not heavily used by dog walkers. The only
area available for a no-dog experience is the Notch Trail at Sweeney Ridge. Some walkers, bicyclists, and
hikers may prefer to recreate at this park site without the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group
could decrease.

Under alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill, commercial
dog walking is uncommon. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are similar to
the impacts discussed above for both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who
would prefer not to have dog walking at these park sites.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.

SWEENEY RIDGE/CATTLE HILL ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would On-leash dog walking would continue N/A

prefer to walk dogs at the park throughout the site

Long-term minor to moderate adverse | Visitors would still encounter dogs on N/A

impacts for visitors who would prefer leash throughout the site

not to have dog walking at the park

N/A = not applicable.
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Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. Under alternative B, no dogs would be allowed in the Sweeney
Ridge or Cattle Hill areas of GGNRA. Changes to the dog walking regulation at Cattle Hill would not
occur until the land is transferred to the NPS.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, moderate, and
adverse. Dog walking would no longer occur at these sites. Visitors would no longer receive personal
benefits from walking dogs at the site. During the public comment period for the draft plan/EIS, many
commenters described the importance of dog walking at this site and how the closure would affect them.
One commenter stated, “it would eliminate my ability to use the area. I thought the need for open
recreational space would surely be more important then closing the whole area because of occasional dog
leash violators. I truly enjoy Sweeney Ridge Trail and eliminating my access to myself and my dog
violates the very principal of your mission. If preserving the natural resources of the area is the top
priority, then perhaps no one should have access. Your preferred alternative is too extreme and would
only server the purpose of a very small minority. This trail is a paved road that has been ripped into the
hill, the vegetation has been highly altered around it. A couple of leashed dogs a day is the least of it's
challenges” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence 2895). Another commenter stated, “This park has steep trails
that provide intense exercise and reward us with spectacular views. We need this place and our dogs need
this place. Dogs have been using these trails for many many years and there is no compelling reason to
destroy what has been a workable and successful human/dog experience” (NPS 2011a, Correspondence
3726). Visitors who typically use these areas for dog walking would now be required to find other sites
within or outside GGNRA to walk their dogs. Impacts would be moderate since these sites receive up to
moderate use by dog walkers. Visitation by this user group would no longer occur.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at these park sites would be beneficial.
Visitors would no longer encounter either on-leash or off-leash dogs. Both sites would be available for
visitors to recreate without the presence of dogs. Visitation by this user group would likely increase.

Since dogs would not be allowed at these sites the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.

SWEENEY RIDGE/CATTLE HiLL ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for No dog walking would be allowed N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at throughout the site
the park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would No dog walking would be allowed; a no- N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, |dog experience would be available
assuming compliance

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C, no dog walking
would be allowed at Sweeney Ridge. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on approximately 1.1 mile
of trail at Cattle Hill and the Baquiano Trail from Fassler Avenue up to and including the Farallon View
Trail. Changes to the dog walking regulation at Cattle Hill would not occur until the land is transferred to
the NPS.
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Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long term, minor to moderate,
and adverse. Adverse impacts would occur since dog walkers would no longer be allowed in the Sweeney
Ridge site which receives moderate use by dog walkers. The area available for dog walking at Sweeney
Ridge would be reduced by approximately 6.8 miles of trails. Visitors would no longer be able to enjoy
exercising, socializing, and playing with their dogs at Sweeney Ridge. However, visitors would be
allowed to walk dogs on-leash on approximately 1.1 miles of trail at Cattle Hill. Some visitors in this user
group may find a different area in GGNRA or a local city or county park to walk their dogs. As a result,
visitation by local residents with dogs may decrease in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park would be beneficial. The entire
site of Sweeney Ridge and portions of the Cattle Hill site would be available for a no-dog experience.
Visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park may feel more comfortable recreating at
Sweeney Ridge since dogs would be absent from this site.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, Cattle Hill or Sweeney
Ridge are not sites for which permits would be issued, so individual and commercial dog walkers would
only be allowed to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not
common at Cattle Hill, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park. Since dogs would not be allowed at Sweeney Ridge the impacts to commercial dog walkers
are similar to the impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site. Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill
Alternative C Conclusion Table

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor to moderate adverse No dog walking would be allowed at N/A
impacts for visitors who would prefer to walk | Sweeney Ridge; limited on-leash dog
dogs at the park walking would be allowed at Cattle Hill
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would No dog walking would be allowed at N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, Sweeney Ridge and limited on-leash
assuming compliance dog walking would be allowed at Cattle
Hill; a no-dog experience would be
available

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Dog walking restrictions
under alternative D would be the same as under alternative B and impacts on visitor use and experience
would also be the same: long term, moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
these park sites and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at these park sites.

Since dogs would not be allowed at these sites the impacts to commercial dog walkers are similar to the
impacts discussed above under alternative B for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have

effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site. Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill
Alternative D Conclusion Table
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Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate adverse impacts for No dog walking would be allowed N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the | throughout the site
park
Beneficial impacts for visitors who would No dog walking would be allowed; a no- | N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, dog experience would be available
assuming compliance

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. On-leash dog walking would
be allowed on Sneath Lane, the Sweeney Ridge Trail from the Portola Discovery Site to the Notch Trail,
and to the junction with Mori Ridge Trail. Dogs would be prohibited on all other Sweeney Ridge trails. A
total of approximately 4.1 miles of trails would be available at Sweeney Ridge for on-leash dog walking.
At Cattle Hill, approximately 1.1 miles of trail would allow on-leash dog walking, the Baquiano Trail
from Fassler Avenue up to and including the Farallon View Trail. Changes to the dog walking regulation
at Cattle Hill would not occur until the land is transferred to the NPS.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
Impacts would be minor since on-leash dog walking would still be allowed on the Sweeney Ridge Trail at
Sweeney Ridge and on the Farallon View Trail and a portion of the Baquiano Trail at Cattle Hill;
however, the area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 2.7 miles of trails. Dog
walking would be prohibited on the Notch Trail and Baquiano Trail in Sweeney Ridge. Visitors should
feel that they have adequate trails to be able to enjoy exercising, socializing, and playing with their dogs.
Limiting dog walking areas would reduce visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group
would likely remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be long term, minor,
and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dog walkers on many trails at Sweeney Ridge
and dog walkers would be allowed at Cattle Hill once that site transfers to the NPS. Some walkers,
bicyclists, and hikers may feel uncomfortable recreating in these areas due to the presence of dogs.
However, visitors would have the opportunity to experience the park without the presence of dogs along
the Notch Trail and Baquiano Trail at Sweeney Ridge. Visitation by this user group would have the
potential to decrease.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a
permit to walk more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be
issued for Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed
to walk one to three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Sweeney
Ridge/Cattle Hill, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors
who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.
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SWEENEY RIDGE/CATTLE HiLL ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be available | N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at on trails at both sites
the park
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be available | N/A
visitors who would prefer not to have dog on trails at both sites
walking at the park, assuming compliance

N/A = not applicable.

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. On-leash dog walking would be allowed at Sweeney Ridge on
Sneath Lane and Sweeney Ridge Trail between Portola Discovery site and the Nike Missile Site, a total of
approximately 2.4 miles. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on approximately 1.1 miles of trails at
Cattle Hill on the Baquiano Trail from Fassler Avenue gate to the intersection with, and including the
Farallon View Trail. Changes to the dog walking regulation at Cattle Hill would not occur until the land is
transferred to the NPS.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
Although the area available for dog walking would be reduced by approximately 4.4 miles of trails, the
preferred alternative offers on-leash dog walking opportunities at both Sweeney Ridge and Cattle Hill.
Impacts would be minor since this area can receive up to moderate use by dog walkers. Visitors would
have adequate trails to be able to enjoy exercising with their dogs; however, limiting dog walking areas
would reduce some visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the
same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible.
Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash dog walkers on the two main trails at Sweeney Ridge and
dog walkers would be allowed at Cattle Hill once that site transfers to the NPS. Some visitors may prefer
recreating in these areas without the presence of dogs. However, visitors would have the opportunity to
experience the park without the presence of dogs along all the other trails at Sweeney Ridge, beyond the
Nike Site and the Portola Discovery Site. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, no permits would be issued for Sweeney
Ridge/Cattle Hill, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three
dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at Sweeney Ridge/Cattle Hill, it
is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. There is no known project or action that has had, is currently having, or will have
effects on visitor use and experience in the vicinity of this park site.
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SWEENEY RIDGE/CATTLE HiLL PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be N/A
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at available on trails at both sites
the park
Negligible impacts for visitors who would On-leash dog walking would be N/A
prefer not to have dog walking at the park, available on some trails; most trails
assuming compliance would be closed to dog walking

N/A = not applicable.

Rancho Corral de Tierra

Rancho Corral de Tierra was transferred to the NPS in December 2011 from the Peninsula Open Space
Trust, who purchased the parcel using grants and the support of private donors. In 2005, Congress passed
federal legislation to add Rancho Corral de Tierra to the GGNRA, allowing for additional federal funds
and enabling the property to be opened to the public (NPS 2013d). Since the transfer of Rancho Corral de
Tierra to NPS in 2011, the property has been managed in accordance with 36 CFR 2.15, including 36
CFR 2.15(a)(2), which requires that all pets be restrained on a leash not exceeding six feet in length. The
no-action alternative allows for on-leash dog walking in the entire Rancho Corral de Tierra site, in
accordance with 36 CFR 2.15. Under current regulations, off-leash or voice control dog walking is not
allowed at Rancho Corral de Tierra. Off-leash dog walking was not permitted before the transfer of
Rancho Corral de Tierra to the NPS in 2011, but off-leash restrictions were not well enforced and
noncompliance at the site was high. Although the no-action alternative represents current management, it
may result in adverse impacts to visitors who prefer to have dogs off-leash when compared to the
previous management and enforcement. These adverse impacts resulting from the transfer of the site to
NPS for visitors who prefer dogs off leash are considered in the cumulative impacts section below, which
considers previous actions such as visitor uses prior to NPS assuming ownership.

Alternative A: No Action. The entire Rancho Corral de Tierra site, approximately 3,800 acres, is
available for on-leash dog walking, while off leash or voice control dog walking is not allowed. However,
of the total 3,800 acres, visitors typically follow trails, and currently approximately 16.2 miles of trails are
available for on-leash dog walking. Rancho Corral de Tierra receives low to moderate visitor use by local
hikers, runners, bicyclists, and equestrians. Staff regularly working at Rancho characterize use by dog
walkers as low to moderate, and compliance with the leash law is generally low. Between 2012 and 2016,
a total of 12 dog-related incidents were recorded. This included 10 leash law violations (table 30). No
data was recorded prior to 2012.

There would be no direct impact on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park under the no-
action alternative (which does not include cumulative impacts). Visitors would continue to use the area
for exercising with their pets at the site. Some visitors would continue to be noncompliant with the leash
restrictions. Visitation by this user group would likely remain the same at this site.

Direct impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park site would be long-term,
minor and adverse. Visitors would continue to encounter on-leash and off leash dogs, although the current
on-leash regulation would be enforced, which could reduce noncompliance. Visitors would not be able to
have a no-dog experience at this park site. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to
decrease, stay the same, or, in accordance with its new status as a national park system unit, increase,
however, visitation patterns as a new national park system unit have not yet been formalized. Under
alternative A, no permit system exists for dog walking. At Rancho Corral de Tierra, use by commercial
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dog walking is considered low. The impacts from commercial dog walkers to visitor experience are
similar to the direct impacts discussed above for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and
negligible for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rancho were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The transfer of Rancho Corral de Tierra to NPS offers opportunities and
experiences to the park visitors, including ranger led walks and improved trails, resulting in benefits for
visitor experience at this park site. Since the site has been transferred to the NPS, general maintenance
and protection of the site and park resources have been occurring. For example, long-term parkwide
projects such as trail rehabilitation performed by NPS maintenance staff and park stewardship programs
provide improvements and enhancements that would benefit the aesthetics of the area and the visitor
experience. However, some impacts may remain from prior management and use patterns, including from
unregulated off-leash dog walking.

The addition of park programs and site improvements would benefit all visitors at Rancho Corral de
Tierra; however, visitors who prefer dogs would be adversely impacted because the off-leash dog walking
that occurred prior to acquisition by NPS would no longer occur. When the impacts associated with these
projects are added to the direct impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and the long-term, minor, adverse
impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative A of the dog management plan,
cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at
Rancho Corral de Tierra and negligible for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA ALTERNATIVE A CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
No impact for visitors who would prefer | On-leash dog walking would Long-term, moderate to major
to walk dogs at the park continue throughout the site adverse cumulative impacts for

visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Long-term, minor adverse impacts for | Visitors would still encounter dogs | Negligible cumulative impacts for
visitors who would prefer not to have throughout the site. visitors who would prefer not to have
dog walking at the park dog walking at the park

Alternative B: NPS Leash Regulation. On-leash dog walking would be allowed on designated trails in
two areas near Montara and El Granada. A total of approximately 6.5 miles of trails would be available
for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, moderate, and
adverse, because the trails available for dog walking would be reduced by an estimated 9.7 miles. Dog
owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash.
Some visitors in this user group may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result,
visitation by local residents may decrease slightly in this area.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Rancho Corral de Tierra would be
beneficial. Visitors would still encounter on-leash dogs on trails in the two areas designated for dog
walking at this site; however, all other trails at the site, outside of the two areas open for dog walking,
would provide a no-dog experience. Visitors would be much less likely to encounter off-leash dogs.
Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

Under alternative B, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person with no permit required. Since commercial dog walking is not common at
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Rancho Corral de Tierra, it is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking
at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rancho Corral de Tierra considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. The addition of
park programs and site improvements would benefit all visitors at Rancho Corral de Tierra; however,
visitors who prefer dogs would be adversely impacted because the off-leash dog walking that occurred
prior to acquisition by NPS would no longer occur. When the impacts associated with these projects are
added to the long-term moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial impacts (for
those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative B of the dog management plan, cumulative
impacts would be long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs
at Rancho Corral de Tierra and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the
site.

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA ALTERNATIVE B CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts

Long-term moderate adverse impacts | On-leash dog walking would be Long-term moderate to major

for visitors who would prefer to walk available at the site; no off-leash adverse cumulative impacts for

dogs at the park dog walking would be allowed visitors who would prefer to walk
dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dogs would be required to be on Beneficial cumulative impacts for

would prefer not to have dog walking at | leash on designated trails. No-dog | visitors who would prefer not to have

the park, assuming compliance experience available dog walking at the park

Alternative C: Emphasis on Multiple Use — Balanced by County. Under alternative C dog walking
under voice and site control would be allowed in a VSCA that is approximately 1.4 acre established
between Le Conte and Tamarind Street, across the street from the Farallone View School. On-leash dog
walking would be allowed on designated trails in the two areas open to dog walking near Montara and El
Granada. A total of approximately 6.5 miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, minor, and adverse.
The approximately 1.4 acre VSCA would allow dog walkers to have an area to allow dogs off leash.
Impacts would be adverse because the area for off-leash dog walking would be reduced to 1.4 acres and
the area available for dog walking on trails would be reduced by 9.7 miles and a leash would be required.
Visitors would have the option of taking dogs to the VSCA or walking on the on-leash trails. Dogs that do
not receive enough exercise or become more difficult to control when restrained by a leash would still
have the opportunity to exercise under voice and sight control within the VSCA. Visitation by this user
group would likely decrease or remain the same.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at this park site would be negligible.
Although a VSCA would be established at the site and trails would remain available for on-leash dog
walking, trails outside the areas open to dog walking would provide a substantial no-dog experience. The
VSCA could be easily avoided by this user group. Visitation by this group would likely remain the same.

Under alternative C, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Rancho is not one of the park sites where permits to walk more than
three dogs would be allowed. Since commercial dog walking activity is not common at this site, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.
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Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rancho Corral de Tierra considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. The addition of
park programs and site improvements would benefit all visitors at Rancho Corral de Tierra; however,
visitors who prefer dogs would be adversely impacted because the off-leash dog walking that occurred
prior to acquisition by NPS would no longer occur. When the impacts associated with these projects are
added to the long-term minor adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and negligible impacts (for
those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative C of the dog management plan, cumulative
impacts would be long-term, moderate, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at Rancho
Corral de Tierra and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the site.

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA ALTERNATIVE C CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term, minor, adverse impacts for | Dog walking under voice and sight |Long-term, moderate, adverse
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | control would be available in a cumulative impacts for visitors who
at the park newly established VSCA and on- would prefer to walk dogs at the park

leash dog walking would be
allowed on trails within areas open
to dog walking near Montara and El

Granada
Negligible impacts for visitors who A no-dog experience would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at | available on trails outside of the visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance designated dog walking areas dog walking at the park

Alternative D: Most Protective of Resource Protection and Visitor Safety. Under alternative D, on-
leash dog walking would be allowed on the two existing San Mateo County trails, Old San Pedro
Mountain Road and the Farallon Cutoff in Montara, a total of approximately 1.1 miles.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park would be long-term, moderate to major,
and adverse. The area available for dog walking would be reduced by 15.1 miles of trails. In addition dog
walking would not be permitted off-leash. Impacts would be moderate to major because visitors may not
feel there is an adequate area to exercise and socialize their dogs. Limiting dog walking areas would
reduce these visitors’ enjoyment of this site. Visitation by this user group has the potential to decrease.

Impacts on visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Rancho Corral de Tierra would be
beneficial. Visitors would still encounter on-leash dogs on two trails at this site; however, the rest of the
trails at the site would provide a no-dog experience. Visitors would no longer encounter off-leash dogs.
Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

No commercial dog walking or permits to walk more than three dogs would be allowed under alternative
D. Private dog walkers would be allowed up to three dogs. Since commercial dog walking is not common
at Rancho Corral de Tierra it is likely that prohibiting commercial dog walking from this site would have
negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park and visitors who would
prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rancho Corral de Tierra considered for the
cumulative impacts analysis would be the same as those described under alternative A. The addition of
park programs and site improvements would benefit all visitors at Rancho Corral de Tierra; however,
visitors who prefer dogs would be adversely impacted because the off-leash dog walking that occurred
prior to acquisition by NPS would no longer occur. When the impacts associated with these projects are
added to the long-term moderate to major adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial
impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative D of the dog management plan,
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cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at Rancho Corral de Tierra and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA ALTERNATIVE D CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term moderate to major adverse Visitors would have a limited area |Long-term moderate to major
impacts for visitors who would prefer to | for on-leash dog walking adverse cumulative impacts for
walk dogs at the park visitors who would prefer to walk

dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who would | Dog walking would be required on | Beneficial cumulative impacts for

prefer not to have dog walking at the leash; there would be a visitors who would prefer not to have
park, assuming compliance substantial number of trails that dog walking at the park

would provide a no-dog

experience

Alternative E: Most Dog Walking Access / Most Management Intensive. Alternative E would have
the same dog walking restrictions as alternative C and impacts to visitor use and experience would be the
same: long-term, minor, and adverse for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and negligible for visitors
who do not prefer dogs at the park.

Under alternative E, all dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to
three dogs with no permit required. Any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk
more than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, Rancho is not one of the sites where
permits would be issued, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to
three dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking activity is not common at this site, it is
likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Cumulative impacts to visitor use and experience under alternative E would be the
same as alternative C: long-term moderate adverse for visitors who prefer dogs at the park and beneficial
for visitors who do not prefer dogs at the park.

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA ALTERNATIVE E CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for Dog walking under voice and Long-term moderate adverse
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at | sight control would be available in | cumulative impacts for visitors who
the park a newly established VSCA and would prefer to walk dogs at the park

on-leash dog walking would be
allowed on trails within areas
open to dog walking near Montara
and El Granada

Negligible impacts for visitors who would | A no-dog experience would be Beneficial cumulative impacts for
prefer not to have dog walking at the available on trails outside of the visitors who would prefer not to have
park, assuming compliance designated dog walking areas dog walking at the park

Alternative F: Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative would allow on-leash dog walking for
up to three dogs on designated trails in three areas, Montara, El Granada, and Moss Beach. Trails in
Montara include Old San Pedro Mountain Road, LeConte Trail, Corona Pedro Trail, and Farallon Trail
(Cutoff) from the park boundary in the west to the intersection with Corona Pedro Trail, and Farallon
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Cutoff from the park boundary in the west to the intersection with Corona Pedro Trail. Dogs would not be
allowed east on the Farallon Trail beyond the Corona Pedro Trail to provide a dog-free trail experience
that later can connect to the Alta Vista trail. On-leash trails permitted in the El Granada area include the
Denniston Ridge Trail between San Carlos Trail and intersection with the Clipper Ridge Trail, the Clipper
Ridge Trail, the Memorial Loop, Almeria Trail, and the San Carlos Trail. On-leash dogs would be
allowed on the trails in the Moss Beach area on the Vincente Ridge and Ranchette Trails. A total of
approximately 8.9 miles of trails would be available for on-leash dog walking. A VSCA would be
established within the El Granada area. The 3.0 acre VSCA would be located at Flattop Mountain and can
be accessed via the on-leash Almeria Trail. Impacts on visitors who would prefer to walk dogs at the park
would be long-term, minor, and adverse, because the on-leash trails available for dog walking would be
reduced by an estimated 7.3 miles. Impacts would only be minor because a 3 acre VSCA would be
established in the El Granada area. Dog owners may also feel that their pets are not receiving adequate
exercise when restrained on a 6-foot leash throughout most of the site. Some visitors in this user group
may find a different park to exercise their dogs off leash. As a result, visitation by local residents may
decrease slightly in this area.

For visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at Rancho Corral de Tierra there would be
beneficial impacts. Visitors would still encounter on-leash dogs on trails in the three areas designated for
dog walking at this site; however, all trails outside of the three areas open to dog walking would be
available for a no-dog experience. The VSCA would be located at Flattop Mountain and can be easily
avoided by visitors who do not want to encounter dogs. Visitors would much less likely to encounter off-
leash dogs. Visitation by this user group would have the potential to increase.

All dog walkers, including commercial dog walkers, would be allowed to walk one to three dogs with no
permit required. At some sites any dog walker, commercial or private, could obtain a permit to walk more
than three dogs on leash, with a limit of six dogs. However, Rancho is not one of the areas where permits
would be issued, so individual and commercial dog walkers would only be allowed to walk one to three
dogs on leash per person. Since commercial dog walking is not common at the Rancho Corral de Tierra, it
is likely that commercial dog walking would have negligible impacts on both visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at the park and visitors who would prefer not to have dog walking at the park.

Cumulative Impacts. Projects and actions in and near Rancho were considered for the cumulative
impacts analysis (appendix K). The transfer of Rancho Corral de Tierra to NPS offers opportunities and
experiences to the park visitors, including ranger led walks and improved trails, resulting in benefits for
visitor experience at this park site. Since the site has been transferred to the NPS, general maintenance
and protection of the site and park resources have been occurring. For example, long-term parkwide
projects such as trail rehabilitation performed by NPS maintenance staff and park stewardship programs
provide improvements and enhancements that would benefit the aesthetics of the area and the visitor
experience. However, some impacts may remain from prior management and use patterns, including from
unregulated off-leash dog walking.

The addition of park programs and site improvements would benefit all visitors at Rancho Corral de
Tierra; however, visitors who prefer dogs would be adversely impacted because the off-leash dog walking
that occurred prior to acquisition by NPS would no longer occur. When the impacts associated with these
projects are added to the long-term moderate adverse impacts (for those who prefer dogs) and beneficial
impacts (for those who do not prefer dogs) associated with alternative F of the dog management plan,
cumulative impacts would be long-term, moderate to major, and adverse for visitors who would prefer to
walk dogs at Rancho Corral de Tierra and beneficial for visitors who would prefer not to have dog
walking at the site.
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RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE F CONCLUSION TABLE

Visitor Use and Experience Impacts Rationale Cumulative Impacts
Long-term minor adverse impacts for On-leash dog walking would be Long-term moderate to major
visitors who would prefer to walk dogs | available at the site; off-leash dog | adverse cumulative impacts for
at the park walking would be allowed on a 3- visitors who would prefer to walk
acre site dogs at the park

Beneficial impacts for visitors who Dogs would be required to be on Beneficial cumulative impacts for
would prefer not to have dog walking at |leash on designated trails; no-dog | visitors who would prefer not to have
the park, assuming compliance experience available dog walking at the park

PARK OPERATIONS

GUIDING POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

“Park operations” refers to the current staff, including volunteers, required to adequately protect and
preserve GGNRA resources and provide for a safe and effective visitor experience. This topic also
includes the operating budget necessary to conduct GGNRA operations. NPS, and by extension GGNRA,
is subject to the Congressional appropriations process each year, and as such cannot guarantee full or
partial funding for all park plans and initiatives. The costs below are general estimates. GGNRA
anticipates that Congressional funding levels will vary over the life of the plan. Should Congressional
funding levels be substantially reduced, the NPS will evaluate whether any changes or adjustments in the
plan are needed. The NPS will undertake additional public outreach and planning as appropriate.

As a unit of the national park system, GGNRA is charged with the conservation and preservation of
public lands and determination of their public use in accordance with federal law and regulations. The
GMP (NPS 2014), and more detailed implementation plans continue to serve as the basis for the park’s
planning and preservation decisions. The 1980 GMP has been replaced and updated by the 2014 GMP.

NPS Management Policies 2006 states that the NPS “will monitor new or changing patterns of use or
trends in recreational activities and assess their potential impacts on park resources” and “ensure that
recreational uses and activities in the park are consistent with its authorizing legislation or proclamation
and do not cause unacceptable impacts on park resources or values” (NPS 2006a, 101).

STUDY AREA

The geographic study area for park operations is all of the GGNRA sites under consideration for the draft
plan/SEIS. There are 22 individual sites relevant to this project, which have been described in detail in
chapter 3.

DURATION OF IMPACT

Duration describes the length of time an effect would occur, either short term or long term. Short-term
impacts are defined as 1-5 years. Long-term impacts to park operations are described as those persisting
for the life of the plan/EIS (the next 20 years). After the publication of the rule, a preliminary period of
public education would occur prior to implementation of the proposed action, followed by the testing of a
monitoring-based management program. At the beginning of the education and enforcement period, short-
term impacts on park operations would occur, regardless of the alternative chosen and would be similar to
the current conditions but with increasing hiring of additional staff for enforcement, monitoring, outreach
education and maintenance. The impacts on park operations would increase during the initial
implementation of the plan; the initial period of greater impacts is expected to last up to 2 years.
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Following the education period, monitoring for compliance would begin, and it is expected that
compliance with the dog walking regulations and associated adverse impacts on existing staff would
improve gradually over approximately 4 to 5 years.

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

Impacts on park operations and management are assessed with regard to staffing and annual operating
budget.

Elements of the alternatives could change the park’s existing staff requirements. The evaluation considers
whether or not additional workload would be added or contracted services would be required in order to
accomplish a larger workload on an ongoing basis. This includes changes that may occur in all divisions
of the park, including those detailed below.

Law Enforcement. Law enforcement staff (NPS rangers and the U.S. Park Police) is responsible for
providing law enforcement and emergency services, including resolving conflicts between dog walkers
and other user groups and issuing written citations and verbal or written warnings to dog walkers not
complying with regulations. In addition to enforcement, other law enforcement duties include preparing
incident reports and citations; conducting investigations, dispatching, and records management; providing
court testimony related to criminal cases, including dog violations; conducting search and rescue,
including cliff rescues; providing emergency medical services and wildland fire fighting; and educating
the public on safety, resource protection, and other regulatory requirements as a means to garner
understanding of park policies and regulations and to deter illegal and unsafe activities. Dog management
enforcement duties are currently less than 5 percent of the park’s public safety emphasis related to overall
crime prevention, criminal apprehension, and prosecutorial responsibilities, but that percentage may
change following implementation of a new regulation. A local file of dog management data based on field
contacts was developed to provide law enforcement personnel with information regarding violation
contacts, including warnings and citations issued. The local file is compared to the federal district court
log record of open cases related to dog violations to identify repeat of