
The purpose of tonight:
B	  Identify any issues or potential concerns associated with the site selection of 
 the proposed memorial

B	  Gather early public input on the scope of the project and study

B	  Encourage you to provide your thoughts and ideas in writing

National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial
Site Selection Public Scoping Meeting

WELCOME

July 12, 2017
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Project Background and Site Locations
B	  Congress authorized

  establishment of the National 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
Memorial in Public Law 113-291 
on Federal land in the District 
of Columbia. This memorial 
is anticipated to be known as 
the National Desert Storm War 
Memorial

B	  Congress authorized the location
  of the commemorative work 
in Public Law 115-18  within 
Area I as defined under the 
Commemorative Works Act

B	   Work must be consistent with    
the Commemorative Works Act;
Construction of the memorial 
will be sponsored and funded
by the National Desert Storm 
War Memorial Association

B	  The memorial will be maintained
     by the National Park Service (NPS)
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Purpose and Need

Purpose of the Memorial
B	   To commemorate and honor

  members of the Armed Forces who  
served on active duty in support 
of Operation Desert Storm or 
Operation Desert Shield

Need of the Memorial
B	   To carry out Public Law 113-291 

  and address the current lack of a 
formal place for commemoration of 
those who served during  Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert 
Shield
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NEPA and Section 106 - A Coordinated Approach
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Other Issues
B	  Land Use
BB   Utilities
BB   Park Operations
BB   Visitor Use and Experience

Natural and Physical Resources
B	  Soils
BB   Vegetation
BB   Water Resources
BB   Stormwater
BB   Floodplains

What Issues will the EA Address?
Cultural Resources
B	  Historic Resources
BB   Cultural Landscapes
BB   Visual Resources
BB   Archeology

Transportation
B	  Traffic Operations
BB   Parking
BB   Pedestrian Circulation



NATIONAL DESERT STORM AND DESERT SHIELD MEMORIAL Site Selection Public Scoping July 12, 2017

Historic Resources in the Vicinity of Sites Under Consideration
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Legend

Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial

Arlington National Cemetery Historic District

Arlington Ridge Park

Fort Myer Historic District

East & West Potomac Parks Historic District

Fifteenth Street Financial Historic District

George Washington University/Old West End Historic District

Lafayette Square Historic District

Observatory Hill Historic District

Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site

Rock Creek & Potomac Parkway

Seventeenth Street Historic District

Lady Bird Johnson Park

Theodore Roosevelt Island

GWMP Mount Vernon Memorial Highway

Historic Resources near the Potential Sites

Memorials

George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP)

Arlington Memorial Bridge and related features

Lincoln Memorial (and Statue of Lincoln)

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Old Naval Observatory (National Observatory; Naval Museum of 
Hygiene; Naval Medical School)

Harry S Truman Federal Building

American Institute of Pharmacy (American Pharmacists Association)

National Academy of Sciences

Federal Reserve Building

Public Health Service (Department of the Interior South Building)

Department of the Interior (New Interior Building)

Corcoran Gallery of Art

American National Red Cross

Constitution Hall (Daughters of the American Revolusion)

Daughters of the American Revolution, Memorial Continental Hall

Pan American Union (Organization of American States)

Washington Monument

Je�erson Memorial
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Memorial Circle Area
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Arlington National Cemetery
Women in Military Service for America Memorial

                LINCOLN MEMORIAL
The memorials connect on 
themes of unity, coalition building,
and perseverence.

WOMEN IN MILITARY SERVICE FOR 
AMERICA MEMORIAL

Desert Storm/Desert Shield was at 
that time the largest deployment 
of women in the history of the 
United States, with over 40,000 
deployed.

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
383 service members did not 
return from Operations Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield.

Thematic Context
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Circulation and ConstraintsNATIONAL DESERT STORM VETERANS WAR MEMORIAL

MEMORIAL CIRCLE STUDY AREA - ACCESS FROM METRO

0-15 Minute Walk

15-30  Minute Walk

30+  Minute Walk

Access from Metro

B	  9.3 acres	

B	  Identified as Site 1 in the Memorials and Museums Master Plan

B	  Memorial program accommodated	

B	  Thematic link to Arlington National Cemetery, Women in Military
    Service for America Memorial, and Lincoln Memorial

B	  Access to transit and parking

B	  Modest challenges in terms of tranquility,  infrastructure
    requirements, and pedestrian access due to traffic patterns and
    volumes
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Constitution Avenue Terminus Area
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Korean War, World War I, and World War II Memorials

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL
Desert Storm/Desert Shield was the 
�rst con�ict following the Vietnam 
War that restored faith in the U.S. 
Military in the eyes of everyday 
Americans.

20th CENTURY WAR MEMORIALS
Desert Storm/Desert Shield were the 
�nal major con�icts of the 20th 
century  and the �rst since the end of 
the Cold War.

CONSTITUTION AVENUE
The victory parade on June 8, 1991 
showcased public appreciation and 
military power.

                LINCOLN MEMORIAL
The memorials are linked based on 
themes of unity, coalition building,
and perseverence.

ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia played a 
crucial role in the con�ict by providing 
logistical and material support to 
Coalition forces.

U.S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE
The U.S. Institute of Peace 
focuses on managing 
con�ict and advancing 
peacekeeping worldwide

Thematic Context

NATIONAL DESERT STORM VETERANS WAR MEMORIAL

CONSTITUTION AVENUE STUDY AREA - ACCESS FROM METRO

NATIONAL DESERT STORM VETERANS WAR MEMORIAL

MEMORIAL CIRCLE STUDY AREA - ACCESS FROM LANDMARKS

0-15 Minute Walk

15-30  Minute Walk

30+  Minute Walk

Access from Metro

0.1 MilesView Major Pedestrian  RouteReserve Boundary Dripline

US INSTITUTE 
OF PEACE

100 Year Flood Zone

500 Year Flood Zone

Major bicycle and  pedestrian circulation
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LINCOLN MEMORIAL

Volleyball Courts

Circulation and Constraints

B	  3.8 acres

B	  Identified as Site 6 in the Memorials and Museums Master Plan

B	  Desired program accomodated to a high level

B	  Thematic nexus to Vietnam Veterans Memorial and other 20th Century 
    war memorials, including the Korean War Memorial and the World War   
    II Memorial

B	  High visibility and access to other nearby attractions

B	  Adjacent to U.S. Institute of Peace

B	  Minor challenges in terms of resiliency due to floodplain location are
    being address by the Army Corps of Engineers


