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Project Information

Project summary:
Public Law 113-123 authorized placement of a plaque or inscription in the vicinity of the World War II Memorial with the words that President Franklin D. Roosevelt
prayed with the United States on D-Day, June 6, 1944. The Commemorative Works Act sets forth approval requirements related to the design and placement of the
plaque. In accordance with the CWA, NCPC approves site and design for new commemorative works.

The National Park Service (Department of the Interior) on behalf of the Friends of the World War II Memorial, is submitting two design alternatives at the Circle of
Remembrance, to the National Capital Planning Commission for concept review. In December 2016, the Commission supported design Alternative II, which located a
free-standing plaque in a manner that completed the geometric form of the circle. In November 2015, the Commission commented favorably on the Circle of
Remembrance (Site A) for the location of the prayer plaque.

CFA reviewed the proposed design concept on June 15, 2017 and commented favorably on Scheme B. In November 2016, the CFA supported design Alternative II. On
October 15, 2015 the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts provided comments on the site study. On September 14, 2015 the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission
provided comments on the site study. These comments will be included in the record.

Commission meeting date: July 13, 2017

NCPC review authority: Commemorative Works Act (40 U.S.C. 8905) & Public Law 113-123

Applicant request:  Concept Review

Delegated / consent / open / executive session: Open

NCPC Review Officer: M. Spigle

NCPC File number: 7727
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Site Location: WWII Memorial
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Project Location: Circle of Remembrance
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Project Information: FDR’s Prayer
PRAYER WITH THE NATION 

ALMIGHTY GOD: OUR SONS, PRIDE OF OUR NATION, THIS DAY HAVE SET UPON A 
MIGHTY ENDEAVOR, A SRUGGLE TO PRESERVE OUR REPUBLIC, OUR RELIGION, AND OUR
CIVILIZATION, AND TO SET FREE A SUFFERING HUMANITY.

LEAD THEM STRAIGHT AND TRUE; GIVE STRENGTH TO THEIR ARMS, STOUTNESS TO
THEIR HEARTS, STEADFASTNESS TO THEIR FAITH.

THEY WILL NEED THY BLESSINGS.  THEIR ROAD WILL BE LONG AND HARD. THE
ENEMY IS STRONG.  HE MAY HURL BACK OUR FORCES.  SUCCESS MAY NOT COMEWITH
RUSHING SPEED, BUT WE SHALL RETURN AGAIN AND AGAIN; AND WE KNOW THAT BY THY
GRACE, AND BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR CAUSE, OUR SONS WILL TRIUMPH.

THEY WILL BE SORE TRIED, BY NIGHT AND BY DAY, WITHOUT REST – TILL THE
VICTORY IS WON.  THE DARKNESS WILL BE RENT BY NOISE AND FLAME. MEN’S SOULS WILL
BE SHAKEN WITH THE VIOLENCES OF WAR.

THESE MEN ARE LATELY DRAWN FROM THE WAYS OF PEACE. THEY FIGHT NOT FOR
THE LUST OF CONQUEST.  THEY FIGHT TO END CONQUEST. THEY FIGHT TO LIBERATE. THEY
FIGHT TO LET JUSTICE ARISE, AND TOLERANCE AND GOOD WILL AMONG THYE PEOPLE.
THEY YEARN BUT FOR THE END OF BATTLE, FOR THEIR RETURN TO THE HAVEN OF HOME.

SOME WILL NEVER RETURN. EMBRACE THESE, FATHER, AND RECEIVE  THEM, THY
HEROIC SERVANTS, INTO THY KINGDOM.

AND FOR US AT HOME ~ FATHERS, MOTHERS, CHILDREN, WIVES, SISTERS, AND
BROTHERS OF BRAVE MEN OVERSEAS ~ WHOSE THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ARE EVER WITH
THEM - HELP US ALMIGHTY GOD, TO REDICATE OURSELVES IN RENEWED FAITH IN THEE
IN THIS HOUR OF GREAT SACRIFICE.

MANY PEOPLE HAVE URGED THAT I CALL THE NATION INTO A SINGLE DAY OF SPECIAL
PRAYER. BUT BECAUSE THE ROAD IS LONG AND THE DESIRE IS GREAT, I ASK THAT OUR
PEOPLE DEVOTE THEMSELVES IN CONTINUANCE OF PRAYER. AS WE RISE EACH NEW DAY,
AND AGAIN WHEN EACH DAY IS SPENT, LET WORDS OF PRAYER BE ON OUR LIPS, INVOKING 
THY HELP TO OUR EFFORTS.

GIVE US STRENGTH, TOO ~  STRENGTH IN OUR DAILY TASKS, TO REDOUBLE THE
CONTRIBUTIONS WE MAKE IN THE PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT OF OUR ARMED
FORCES.

AND LET OUR HEARTS BE STOUT, TO WAIT OUT THE LONG TRAVAIL, TO BEAR
SORROWS THAT MAY COME, TO IMPART OUR COURAGE UNTO OUR SONS WHERESOEVER
THEY MAY BE.

AND, O LORD, GIVE US FAITH. FAITH IN THEE; FAITH IN OUR SONS; FAITH IN
EACH OTHER; FAITH IN OUR UNITED CRUSADE. LET NOT THE KEENESS OF OUR SPIRIT EVER
BE DULLED. LET NOT THE IMPACTS OF TEMPORARY EVENTS, OF TEMPORAL MATTERS OF
BUT FLEETING MOMENT ~  LET   NOT THESE DETER US IN OUR UNCONQUERABLE PURPOSE.

WITH THY BLESSING, WE SHALL PREVAIL OVER THE UNHOLY FORCES OF OUR ENEMY.
HELP US CONQUER THE APOSTLES OF GREED AND RACIAL ARROGANCIES. LEAD US TO THE
SAVING OF OUR COUNTRY, AND WITH OUR SISTER NATIONS INTO A WORLD UNITY THAT
WILL SPELL A SURE PEACE – A PEACE INVULNERABLE TO THE SCHEMINGS OF UNWORTHY
MEN. AND A PEACE THAT WILL LET ALL MEN LIVE IN FREEDOM, REAPING THE JUST
REWARDS OF THEIR HONEST TOIL.

THY WILL BE DONE, ALMIGHTY GOD.  AMEN.   

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON, DC
EVENING  - JUNE 06, 1944
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Project Information: Process Overview

Concept Review

Consultation on 
proposed site

CFA, NCMAC, NCPC

Site & Design 
Approval

Construction & 
Maintenance

CURRENT FUTURE FUTURE

CFA, NCMAC, NCPC NPS

Public Law 
113-123

Commemorative 
Works Act

PAST

Congress
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Project Location: Circle of Remembrance

Circle of Remembrance: WWII Memorial Context
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Criteria for Site Selection and Design – 2016 Review
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Exiting Conditions: Circle of Remembrance

1

2

1 2
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Alternative II

Panel Dimensions
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Alternative II
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Alternatives A & B
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Alternatives A & B
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Alternative A
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Alternative A
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Alternative A
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Alternative B
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Alternative B
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Alternative B
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Alternative B - Detail
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Plant Materials
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Materials
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Materials
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