






















































































GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 

1100 4th Street, SW, Suite E650, Washington, DC 20024  Phone: 202-442-7600, Fax: 202-442-7638 

 

 

July 17, 2013 

 

Mr. Gopaul Noojibail, Superintendent 

National Park Service 

National Capital Parks-East 

1900 Anacostia Drive, SE 

Washington, DC 20020 

 

RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Anacostia Park Management Plan  

 

Dear Mr. Noojibail: 

 

Thank you for contacting the DC State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to initiate the Section 106 

review process for the development of a Management Plan for Anacostia Park.  We look forward to 

working with the National Park Service (NPS) and interested parties to develop this planning document.  

We will provide more detailed comments once we have an opportunity to review a first draft, but we 

encourage the NPS to consider the following general comments while preparing the initial document.  

 

As you are likely aware, the 2007 Programmatic Agreement (PA) which resulted from the Section 106 

review of the 11
th

 Street Bridges Project stipulated that a National Register of Historic Places 

nomination package be prepared for Anacostia Park as mitigation for the adverse effects of the project.  

The nomination was subsequently revised and refined pursuant to a 2010 amendment to the PA.  In our 

view, one of the first steps that the NPS should take towards improving management of Anacostia Park 

is to forward the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register so that the historic properties in the 

park can be formally recognized.  We will be happy to assist the NPS in this effort.  

 

Another topic that the Management Plan should address is the on-going proposal to transfer Poplar Point 

to the District of Columbia.  Although transfer of this portion of the historic park out of federal 

ownership will likely constitute an “adverse effect” as described at 36 CFR 800.5(a)(2)(vii), we 

encourage the NPS to work with the SHPO and our colleagues in the DC Office of Planning and other 

District agencies to continue the efforts that were initiated several years ago to identify appropriate 

development strategies for this area that will take effects on historic properties into account. 

  

With regard to archaeological resources, the District’s City Archaeologist, Dr. Ruth Trocolli, has been in 

contact with Katherine Birmingham, Cultural Resources Specialist for National Capital Parks-East 

regarding archaeological resources within Anacostia Park and related properties.  Relatively few 

systematic archaeological surveys of Anacosita Park have taken place in the modern era, although the 

river floodplains and terraces were well-known locations for collecting prehistoric Native American and 

contact-period artifacts by early archaeologists in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century.  Many of these 

collections now reside in the Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History’s curation 

facility in Suitland, Maryland.  The remnants of the contact–period village of Nacotchtanke, which was 

visited by Captain John Smith in 1608, may be within the park.  Large areas of the park are made-land, 

consisting of landfill that originated from dredging the river channel that was placed within bulkheads in  
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the river bottom and along the mud flats.  Much of the park is mantles in a variable layer of fill that 

covers the original ground surface.  The fill is deeper closer to the river and peter out with distance from  

the river, and with the rising elevation of the terrain.  Archaeological deposits often survive beneath such 

fill deposits.  Made-land tends to have low-to-no archaeological potential, but there are possible 

exceptions, such as Bonus Army camp locations.   

 

Again, we look forward to working with the NPS and other parties to develop a management plan.  In 

the meantime, please contact me at andrew.lewis@dc.gov or 202-442-8841 if you should have any 

questions or comments regarding the historic built environment. Questions or comments relating to 

archaeology should be directed to Ruth Trocolli at ruth.trocolli@dc.gov or 202-442-8836.  Thank you 

for providing this initial opportunity to review and comment. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

C. Andrew Lewis 

Senior Historic Preservation Specialist 

DC State Historic Preservation Office  
 

13-428 
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