[bookmark: _GoBack]Flagstaff Area National Monuments will change its entrance fee rate for Walnut Canyon National Monument to align with the National Park Service rate schedule.  The new fee will increase the cost of per person entry at Walnut Canyon to $10 for a 7-day pass, beginning February 1, 2018.

Walnut Canyon National Monument (WACA) is defined as a Group 2 park for the purposes of the National Park Service fee rate structure.  For Group 2 parks, the proposed entrance fee rates are $10 per person, $15 per motorcycle, $20 per vehicle, and $40 for an annual pass.  In 2015, Walnut Canyon’s entrance fee rate was changed from a per vehicle charge to a per person charge because the visitor experience there is not vehicle based; all visitor access and activities begin from a single location for which a per person fee is more appropriate.  At that time the per vehicle fee was eliminated and the new, per person fee was set at $8 per person, slightly below the $10 per person recommended Group 2 rate.

Flagstaff Area National Monuments conducted civic engagement in the fall of 2017, proposing to bring the WACA entrance fee to the standard entrance fee rate for Group 2 parks.  A total of 15 comments were received – 7 in favor of the fee increase and 9 opposed.   The public response was low overall and fairly closely divided between support and opposition.  We will implement the $2/person increase to bring the rate to the standard $10/person beginning February 1, 2018.  No other rates will be initiated or changed.  The rates for Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki National Monuments will remain unchanged as they are already set at the Group 2 amounts.

Entrance fees are not charged to persons under 16 years of age or holders of the America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational Annual, Senior, Access, Military, or Volunteer Passes. These passes may be obtained at the monuments.  Frequent visitors Walnut Canyon, Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki National Monuments can purchase an annual pass which provides unlimited visitors to all three monuments for one year from the date of purchase.

Beginning February 1, 2018, the Group 2 rates for Walnut Canyon National Monument will be:
					
Per Person			$10		
Per Motorcycle		N/A		
Per Vehicle			N/A
Annual Park Pass:		$40 (Walnut Canyon, Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki)
		



