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The park resources and values that are subject to the no impairment standard include:

The park’s scenery, natural and historic objects, and wildlife, and the processes and conditions that

sustain them, including, to the extent present in the park: the ecological, biological, and physical

processes that created the park and continue to act upon it; scenic features; natural visibility, both in

daytime and at night; natural landscapes; natural soundscapes and smells; water and air resources;

soils; geological resources; paleontological resources; archeological resources; cultural landscapes;

ethnographic resources; historic and prehistoric sites, structures, and objects; museum collections; and

native plants and animals;

• Appropriate opportunities to experience enjoyment of the above resources, to the extent that can be

done without impairing them;

• The park’s role in contributing to the national dignity, the high public value and integrity, and the

superlative environmental quality of the National Park System, and the benefit and inspiration provided

to the American people by the National Park System; and

• Any additional attributes encompassed by the specific values and purposes for which the park was

established.

IMPAIRMENT DETERMINATIONS FOR THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

This determination of non-impairment has been prepared for the Fort Baker improvements described in the

Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS).2 The following topics from the

Final EIS were considered as measures applicable to evaluation of the selected action for potential

impairment:

Air Quality
Noise and Soundscapes
Geology and Soils
WaterQuality

• Floodplain Values
• Wetland Resources
• Terrestrial and Aquatic Biological Resources

• Special Status Species and Habitats

• Natural and Cultural Landscapes
• paleontological Resources
• Archaeological Resources
• Historic Structures and Buildings
• Ethnographic Resources
• Enjoyment of Park Resources

This determination of non-impairment does not include the following impact topics analyzed in the Final EIS:

seismicity, and transportation and circulation. This is because impairment findings relate to park resources

and values, and these topics are not generally considered to be park resources or values according to the

1916 Organic Act. Therefore, they cannot be impaired as can other park values and cultural and natural

resources.

2
National Park service, Alcatraz Ferry Embarkation Final Environmental Impact Statement (National Park service, 2017).
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Air Quality
Air quality plays an important role in supporting valuable wildlife resources and recreational values within the

Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA). Protecting air quality is necessary to fulfill the purposes of

the Park and to protect its natural resources.

Construction and operation of the selected action would result in minor, short-term air quality impacts

during construction, and minor emissions from the weekend ferry service over the long-term. Impacts will be

mitigated through ensuring current licensing of equipment and implementing best management practices,

including implementing the mitigation measures Air-MM-i through Air-MM-4 as described in the Record of

Decision. Thus, the selected action will not result in the impairment of air quality.

Noise and Soundscapes
The natural soundscape is an important resource of the Park. The soundscape at Fort Baker currently includes

natural sounds as well as human-generated noise. Protecting the natural soundscape is necessary to both

fulfill the purposes of the Park and protect the Park’s natural values, and is important in maintaining the

natural integrity of the Park.

Localized, minor short-term impacts will occur due to project construction. These effects will be minimized

through implementation of mitigation measure Noise-MM-i (Noise-MM-2 is only applicable to Pier 3134).

Occasional idling of ferries is not expected to impact the soundscape at Fort Baker. Thus, the selected action

will not result in the impairment of the soundscape.

Geology and Soils
Local geologic and soil conditions are integral to the character of the Park, helping determine where native

vegetative communities occur, and affecting the area’s productivity, drainage patterns, erosion, and

structural support for facilities such as park trails. Soils generally take thousands of years to develop, while

geologic conditions are influenced by geologic processes, including seismicity. Soil degradation and geologic

changes can affect plants and wildlife, as well as the visitor experience. To the extent that geology and soils

are linked to the hydrology, vegetation, and habitats of the Park, they are necessary to fulfill the purposes of

the Park and are important to maintaining its natural integrity.

Under the selected action, minor excavation of soils may occur in a few localized areas, primarily due to

grading to construct the access pathway. The project would have no effect on geologic conditions or

processes within the Park. Therefore, the selected action will not result in impairment of soils or geologic

resources.

Water Quality
Water quality is important for supporting vegetation and terrestrial and marine wildlife in the Park. Because

changes in water quality can affect the Park’s unique vegetation and wildlife (thus affecting the Park’s

natural, wildlife, marine, ecological, and scientific values), maintaining good water quality is necessary to

fulfill the purposes of the Park and is important for natural integrity.

Any potential impacts on water quality during construction would be short-term, and conditions would

quickly return to baseline levels after construction activities are completed. The Park Service would apply for

and obtain all local, state, and federal permits, and would comply with any permit requirements, including

any agency-required water quality monitoring requirements that may be imposed. Given the localized nature

of impacts, construction methods, and compliance with all laws and regulations, there would be negligible

water quality impacts from the proposed project. As described in the Final EIS, ferry operations would

continue to occur in adherence with plans and policies designed to address potential water quality impacts.

There would be no fueling, loading or unloading of trash or supplies, or pumping of waste at Fort Baker.
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