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Purpose and Need 

• Purpose: 

• The purpose of this project is to make the 

experiences and faci ities of the Thomas 

Jefferson Memoria accessib e to a  visitors by 

removing or reducing barriers. 

• Improve experience of a  visitors to the 

Jefferson Memoria . 

• Need: 

• The project is needed because the Jefferson 

Memoria current y has on y one accessib e 

route to the statuary chamber  eve , which 

requires visitors to use a ramp on the south side 

of the Memoria to a sidewa k  eading to the 

 ower  eve entrances. 

• If coming from the Tida Basin, visitors must 

trave a  the way around the Memoria , to the 

south side ramp and back towards the Tida  

Basin to the  ower  eve entrances (accessib e 

route is over 1,000 feet  ong). 
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Site Location 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
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Site History 

• Commissioned by an Act of 

Congress in 1934. 

• In 1937, John Russe  Pope chosen 

as the architect for the Memoria . 

• In 1938, Frederick Law O mstead 

Jr. was appointed as the 

Memoria ’s  andscape architect. 

• Bui t on  and rec aimed from the 

swampy banks of the Potomac 

River. Soi used as fi  dredged 

direct y from the river. 

• Construction started in 1938. 

• Frank in De ano Rooseve t  aid the 

cornerstone of the Memoria on 

November 15, 1939. 

• Dedicated in 1943, has since 

become a Nationa Landmark. 

• Listed in the Nationa Register of 

Historic P aces in 1966. 

HABS aeria photo, 1994 

HABS photo, 1994 

HABS photo, south e evation, 1994 

• In 1975, the first attempts were made 

to remove barriers to access the 

Memoria : 

• origina p anter on the south 

side of the Memoria modified 

to create two accessib e s oped 

wa kways; 

• toi et faci ities provided on the 

 ower  eve and a new e evator 

which a  owed visitors with 

disabi ities to visit the portico 

and statuary chamber  eve s of 

the Memoria . 

• In 1998, the Memoria underwent 

another major rehabi itation to 

remove additiona barriers. 

•  ower  eve of the Memoria  

expanded to a  ow for an 

exhibit space, a bookstore, and 

a gift shop. 

• Existing restrooms re ocated, 

en arged, and made accessib e 

• Added a fami y restroom. 

• E evator rep aced in kind. 
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Site History 

• Origina p ant materia inc uded: 

cotoneasters, yew and thorn trees, 

and sma   eafed Japanese ho  ies 

• 1972 project: 

• Additiona Yews (Taxus 

cuspidate ‘Nana’) p anted 

on the Sty obate Ma   

• Fourteen Ze kovas p anted 

inside the circu ar road 

(where none origina  y 

existed). 

• P anting design was a 

departure from O msted’s 

origina scheme, but sti   

respects the origina narrow 

vistas to the east and the 

west. 

• 1986 project: 

• Origina hedge materia (I ex 

g abra compacta) was 

rep aced with I ex g abra 

‘Shamrock’. 

• Origina white pines (Pinus 

strobus) removed and 

rep aced with six foot high 

specimens 
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Existing Conditions 

1 

2 

4 

5 
6 

7  

6 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  1 

Yew P antings with Ze kova in foreground 5 Litt e eaf Japanese Ho  ies 6 Ze kovas on southeast side of Memoria  7 

Steps to Lower Terrace Leve    

Yew p antings at Tida Basin 4 

Litt e eaf Japanese Ho  ies a ong Lower Terrace Leve  2 
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Existing Conditions 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

Memoria  

Former Parking Area 

AA 

B 

B 

CC 

Section A-A 

Section B-B 

Existing Terrace 

Wa   

Existing Terrace 
Wa   

Existing 
Wa kway 

Section C-C 

Existing Terrace 
Wa   

Existing 
Wa kway 
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Existing Conditions 

Lower Terrace Wa   

Upper Terrace Wa   

Statuary Chamber Leve (31.58’) 

Lower Terrace Leve (~10.51’) 

Upper Terrace Leve (~21.14’) 

Portico Leve (29.86’) 

Lower Leve (8.04 ) 

A A 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Circu ar Roadway 
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Existing Conditions 

Accessib e Route from Bus Drop Off/Parking 

Accessib e Route to Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Accessib e Route to Lower Terrace Leve  

1 

2 

  

4 

5 

6 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Existing 
Accessib e 
Parking 

Lower Terrace Leve  

Former Parking Area 

Tida  
Basin 

1 2 S oped wa kway to Lower Terrace Leve  Path to s oped wa kways 

  Entrance to east side Circu ar Roadway 4 West entrance to Lower Leve  

5 East side Circu ar Roadway 6 West side entrance at Lower Terrace Leve  
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Design Evolution 
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A 

Option 1: Sloped Walkway within Existing Planter 
• Wa kway entire y within p anter 

• Landscape hedge reduced 

• Wa kway width of 5’-0” 

• Maximum wa kway s ope is 5.00% 

• Too narrow to provide handrai  

Option 2: Sloped Walkway Partially within Existing Planter 
• Front façade of p anter is una tered; wa kway cuts into p anter from side 

• Landscape hedge reduced 

• Wa kway width of 5’-0” 

• Maximum wa kway s ope is 5.00% 

• Handrai  ocated at outside edge of wa kway 

Option 3: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 
• Wa kway comp ete y outside p anter 

• Landscape hedge remains intact 

• Capstone removed at existing terrace wa  (reversib e) 

• Wa kway width of 8’-0” 

• Maximum wa kway s ope is 4.00-4.50% 

• Handrai  ocated at outside edge of wa kway 
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Option 1: Sloped Walkway within Existing Planter 

Existing Evergreen Hedge 

Wa kway 

Retain 

Proposed Wa   

Existing 

Route 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

Existing Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Wa kway 

Proposed Landscape P antings 

1 

P an of Option 1 

Re-estab ish 
Evergreen 
Vegetation 

Proposed 5% 
Accessib e 

Existing Trees 

Rendering of proposed east s oped wa kway at terrace wa  and p anter 1 

Intersection 
with Existing 
Terrace Wa k 

Accessib e 

Aeria rendering of east s oped wa kway 
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Existing Evergreen Hedge

Tida Basin P aza Leve 

Lower Terrace Leve 

Nationa  Park Service 
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Option 2: Sloped Walkway partially within Existing Planter 

Re-estab ish 
Evergreen 
Vegetation 

Proposed 5% 
Accessib e 
Wa kway 
through 
Existing Wa   

Retain 
Existing Trees 

Intersection 
with Existing 
Terrace Wa k 

Existing 
Accessib e 
Route 

Existing Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Wa kway 

Proposed Landscape P antings 

Rendering of proposed east s oped wa kway at terrace wa  and p anter 1 

Existing Evergreen Hedge 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

Proposed Wa   

1 

P an of Option 2 Aeria rendering of east s oped wa kway 
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Option 3: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

Re-estab ish 
Evergreen 
Vegetation 

Proposed 5% 
Accessib e 
Wa kway 
with Handrai  

Remove 
Existing 
Trees 

Intersection 
with Existing 
Terrace Wa k 

Landing 

Existing Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Wa kway 

Proposed Landscape P antings 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

1 

Rendering of proposed east s oped wa kway at terrace wa  and p anter 1 

P an of Option 3 Aeria rendering of east s oped wa kway 
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Preferred Alternative: 

Option 3: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

This option was se ected for further deve opment due to the fo  owing advantages: 

• Wa kway width of 8’-0” - enough for two whee chairs to pass 

• Minima visua impact to cu tura  andscape 

• Minima physica impact to historic fabric 

• Wa kway s ope is reduced (maximum of 4.00-4.50%) 

• A  ows for two-way whee chair traffic on s oped wa kway 15 

http:Walkwayslopeisreduced(maximumof4.00-4.50
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Proposed Design: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

Existing S oped 
Wa kway to Remain Former Parking Area 

Memoria  

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

The proposed design a  ows for universa  

access from the Tida Basin p aza  eve  

and significant y reduces the accessib e 

route distance from the Tida Basin p aza 

 eve to the entrances at the  ower  eve . 

• Wa kway  ocated outside of historic 

terrace p anter 

• Wa kway width of 8’-0” 

• Handrai s at both sides of wa kway 

• Wa kway s ope 4.00%-4.50% 

• Significant y reduces distance from 

Tida Basin p aza  eve to  ower  eve  

Existing Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Route 

Proposed Accessib e Wa kway 

Proposed Landscape P antings 
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Proposed Design: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

Tida Basin P aza Leve  

Lower Terrace Leve  

Existing Accessib e Route 

Proposed Landscape P antings 

1 
Exposed aggregate 
concrete paving (match 
existing co or and finish) 

Upright Japanese Yews 

Granite c ad concrete curb 
wa   

Existing east s oped wa kway at terrace wa  and p anter 1 
Stain ess Stee handrai , 

typica both sides 

F ush Granite band 

Section through proposed s oped wa kway 
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Proposed Design: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

Existing east terrace wa  and p anter Rendering of proposed east s oped wa kway at terrace wa  and p anter 

Section through proposed s oped wa kway 
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Proposed Design: Sloped Walkway outside Existing Planter 

Aeria rendering of proposed s oped wa kway 
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