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The Memorial’s Themes

The Memorial’s Themes:

1. The Historic Pivot: the restoration of the bond
between the American people and the military, as
illustrated in the National Victory Parade on
Constitution Avenue on June 8, 1991. There were 8,000
military participants and over 200,000 spectators

2. The 34-nation coalition & international diplomacy to
liberate the country of Kuwait

3. Commemoration of the conflict and the Americans
who served
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The Memorial’s Design Elements

Potential Memorial Design Elements:

1. Walls: to provide opportunities for enclosure, carved
inscriptions, bas relief, stars, laser imaging, etc.

2. Statuary / sculptures: to convey the Memorial’s
narrative

3. Basic, maintainable landscaping materials: such as
trees & grass

4. Ramps, walks, processionals

5. Atall vertical element: to terminate an important axis
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Developing the Narrative: The Historical Context

e Desert Storm is an historical
bookend to the Vietnam Era

* The Vietham War & Operation
Desert Storm are contrasting
conflicts:

* Vietnam War was a long
divisive conflict with an
ambiguous outcome

* QOperation Desert Storm
had a clear mission with a
rapid & decisive victory

* Historic events could inform
the Memorial’s narrative &
design: descending vs.
ascending, angular vs. curved

The Vietnam War Memorial



NATIONAL DESERT STORM AND DESERT SHIELD MEMORIAL

Developing the Narrative: Fine Tuning The Memorial’s Message

—

' PERSON OF THE YEAR

The American
military as
heroes and
liberators

Kuwaiti liberation
celebrations

MOPP: Mission Oriented Protective
Posture; an ever-present concern
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Updated Site Evaluation Criteria

The addition of this memorial to a contemplated site
should:

e Establish a prominent place of honor

e Compliment the existing attributes of the site

e Maintain the civic quality of open space

e Respect the established context and should not
preclude the addition of future memorials

e Allow for future connections

e Enable an appropriately sized and scaled design

e Create an appropriate visitor experience and include a
sacred space for reflection
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Design Parameters: Primary & Secondary Considerations

The design of the memorial should:

e Be compact and appropriate in size, related to the scale of the site

e Be more than a stand-alone object, it should provide an appropriate
place of reflection

e Be integrated within, and be complementary to, the existing
landscape

e Maintain existing trees, particularly designed rows of trees, to the
extent practicable

e Utilize existing circulation resources (sidewalks, pathways and
parking) to the extent practicable
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Concept Design Review

T N &

» The 3 Sites — Vicinity Photo
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Concept Design Review

» The Belvedere

SITE CHARACTER: The Civic Landscape Site
A visible, prominent site on the Potomac River

Site Characteristics:

* The site is the historic terminus to Constitution Avenue
* Visible to & from multiple directions

* Adjacent to the Potomac: boundlessness & floodplain

* Parallel parking on Potomac Parkway

* % mile walk to the National Mall & the Lincoln Memorial
* Adjacent vehicular circulation

* Multi-use trail passes through the site
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Concept Design
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» The Belvedere — Site Aerial Photo
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Concept Design Review
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» The Belvedere — Existing Grades 15
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Concept Design Review

» The Belvedere — The View Toward Arlington National Cemetery
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Concept Design Review
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The view toward the Roosevelt Bridge The view from the Roosevelt Bridge

» The Belvedere — Site Photos 18
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Concept Design Review

The Belvedere
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The Belvedere

The view from Memorial Bridge The view from the Mt. Vernon Trail

The Belvedere

The view from Memorial Bridge he view om 23rd& Constitution

» The Belvedere — Site Photos 20
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