
 

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Yosemite National Park
P. O. Box 577

Yosemite, California 95389

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H3015 (YOSE-PM)   
 

 
    
Dear Friends of Yosemite National Park: 

We are pleased to announce the availability of a finding of no significant impact for the 
Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project. After consideration of the environmental assessment; 
public, tribal, and agency comments; and the 2006 National Park Service Management Policies, 
the finding concludes that the project will not significantly affect the quality of the human 
environment. Preparation of an environmental impact statement is not required. This project 
will: 

Replace the existing vault toilets (4) with a new comfort station (14 stalls) 

Add a new accessible loop trail from the parking lot to a viewing platform 

Expand the existing viewing platform outside of the bed-and-banks of Bridalveil Creek 
from about 400 sq. feet to about 1,500 square feet 

Reconfigure the existing parking lot within the existing footprint to add parking spaces 
(and balance with removal of spaces along Southside Drive) 

The finding of no significant impact is available at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/bridalveil. The 
National Park Service plans to begin implementation of the project in summer of 2018. 

Thank you for your interest and comments throughout the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation 
planning process. Public participation is a vital part of the environmental review process in 
Yosemite National Park. Your participation helps the National Park Service understand and 
consider your values and concerns. 

Sincerely, 
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Yosemite National Park  

This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) documents the decision of the National Park Service 
(NPS) to select Alternative 3 for the Rehabilitation of Bridalveil Fall in Yosemite Valley and that no 
significant impacts on the human environment are associated with that decision. This project tiers 
off the Merced Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive Management Plan Environmental Impact 
Statement (Merced River Plan) and Record of Decision (2014). 

PURPOSE AND NEED  

Plunging 617 feet, Bridalveil Fall is the first grand waterfall that most visitors encounter upon 
entering Yosemite Valley. Visitors can park and walk a short distance to reach the base of the iconic 
waterfall. The purpose of the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project is to rehabilitate the visitor 
facilities at the base of Bridalveil Fall and surrounding area.  

The project will: 

Improve visitor services at Bridalveil Fall, including restroom facilities (Merced River Plan 
pg. 8-74). 

Protect natural and cultural resources in the area. 

Reduce crowding on the trails and the viewing platform (Merced River Plan pg. 8-74). 

Improve safety and congestion in and around the parking lot and along Southside Drive. 

Improve interpretation and wayfinding. 

Improve accessibility for visitors (Merced River Plan pg. 8-74). 

Correct long-standing maintenance issues and address deferred maintenance. 

Remove selected trees to open scenic views of the fall (Merced River Plan pg. 8-73). 

Bridalveil Fall typically flows throughout the year, promoting year-round visitation and high 
volumes of visitor use during spring and summer flows. Visitors to the Bridalveil Fall area encounter 
low-functioning vault toilets with long lines, congestion in and around the parking lot, busy trails, a 
crowded viewing platform, a lack of accessible path of travel to a viewing platform, and unclear 
wayfinding. The project considered a range of options to address these issues including replacement 
of the four inadequate vault toilets at the parking area with flush toilets and creating an accessible 
loop trail to reduce crowding. 

SELECTED ACTION AND RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

The Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment (Bridalveil Fall EA), dated April 2018, 
described and analyzed three alternatives, including a No Action Alternative (Alternative 1) and the 
following two action alternatives: 

Alternative 2: Bridalveil Creek Pedestrian Bridge 
Alternative 3: Expanded Viewing Platform  
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These alternatives represent a range of options to satisfy the purpose of and need for the project and 
meet relevant legal requirements. Based on this analysis, the NPS identified Alternative 3 as the 
Agency’s Preferred and Environmentally Preferable Alternative and selected this alternative for 
implementation.  

Selected Action: Expanded Viewing Platform 

The Selected Action includes a new accessible loop trail, construction of additional viewing 
platforms and expansion and replacement of the existing viewing platform, reconfiguration of the 
existing parking lot, replacement of existing vault toilets with flush toilets, new interpretive and 
wayfinding signage, increased accessibility of trails, and reconfiguration of parking at Bridalveil 
Straight. Attachment A page 6 provides a project map. Table 1 summarizes the project components 
for the Selected Action. The Selected Action will implement all actions as detailed in Alternative 3 in 
the Bridalveil Fall EA. No modifications were required to the Selected Action as a result of comments 
received on the Bridalveil Fall EA. 

The park plans to begin trail work in 2018. Construction to replace the comfort station, reconstruct 
the parking lot, connect to electrical power, provide water treatment and storage, add the lift station, 
and add the sewer connection is planned for 2019. 

 

Table 1. Summary of Selected Actions 
Project 
Components 

 

Parking Lot  Reconfigure the existing parking lot footprint to add 20-24 parking spaces for a total of about 80 spaces 
(including four accessible spaces).  
Regrade/raise the northeast east end of the parking lot to reduce flooding.  
Construct a plaza/gathering area with wayfinding and interpretation at the southeast corner of the 
parking lot.  
Add right-hand and left-hand turn lanes from Wawona Road into the parking lot.  
Add bear boxes and additional animal-proof trash and recycling receptacles or dumpsters. 
Move the trailhead a short distance from the parking lot (to avoid high water) and build short 
boardwalks to connect the trailhead with plaza to the south and parking lot to the east. 
Delineate the historical alignment of the Carriage Road (Bridalveil Fall Trail) as it continues to the parking 
lot with stones or other materials to retain a visual connection to the historic landscape. 

Parking Lot 
Entrance 

Construct an additional entrance into the parking lot creating a single entry and single exit. 

Vault Toilets at the 
Parking Lot 

Replace the existing four vault toilets at the parking lot with a new comfort station with flush toilets (14 
fixtures).  
Install necessary infrastructure for the flush toilets (new sewer, electrical lines, transformer, well pump, 
control panel, water tank, small water treatment structure, and sewer lift station).  
Connect sewer and electrical lines to the main lines in Northside Drive. This will require approximately 1 
mile of trenching or directional drilling in Wawona Road/Southside Drive up to Pohono Bridge, where 
the line will cross as part of the bridge. One short segment will leave the road to bypass the intersection 
of the Wawona Road and Southside Drive. This off-road utility segment will avoid impacts to natural and 
cultural resources. 
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Table 1 (continued). Summary of Selected Actions 

Project 
Components  

Southside Drive at 
Bridalveil Straight 

Designate parking for one shuttle bus on the south side of Bridalveil Straight.  
Remove private vehicle parking, if necessary, to balance additional parking spaces at the Bridalveil Fall 
Parking Lot. It is the intent of the project to retain the current parking capacity in west Yosemite Valley 
as prescribed in the Merced River Plan. 
Construct a gathering and viewing area on the south side of Southside Drive. Selectively remove conifers 
to enhance views of El Capitan. Install benches and interpretive/wayfinding information.  
Formalize a trail from the gathering/viewing area to the Bridalveil Fall Trail with a hardened surface. 
Enhance safety features in crosswalks at Bridalveil Straight.  
Install slightly angled parking for three tour buses on the south side of road. 

Trails and Viewing 
Areas 

Add a new accessible loop trail from the parking lot to a viewing platform. The majority of the trail will 
be 8 to 10 feet wide, at-grade, and hardened with an accessibility acceptable surface. Portions of the 
trail will be elevated to reduce impacts to sensitive areas.  
Expand the existing viewing platform from 400 square feet to approximately 1,500 square feet. Install 
safety railing.   
Repair the Bridalveil Fall Trail from the third bridge to the east, where it meets the Valley Loop Trail with 
a hardened surface. 
Expand the intersection of the Bridalveil Fall Trail and trail to the existing viewing platform for 
interpretation and gathering.  
Rework the existing trail from the Bridalveil Fall Trail to the viewing platform. The trail will be a minimum 
of 8-feet wide with stairs as needed. Rework the stairs to meet code.  
Improve the viewing area to the northeast side of Bridge 3, adjacent to the Bridalveil Fall Trail 
(approximately 100 square feet in size). 
Improve and delineate the access to the viewing area at the southwest side of Bridge 3 (760 square feet) 
 no blasting, rock removal, or heavy grading.  

Add wayfinding and interpretive signage throughout the project area. 
Remove small conifer trees (<20 inches dbh) from within the dripline of selected mature California black 
oaks to improve oak habitat. 
Consistent with current practices, the park will not maintain trails during the winter. 

Accessibility All new trails and pathways will be accessible.  

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED AND ANALYZED 

Alternative 1 (No Action) 

Under the No Action Alternative, Yosemite National Park would not rehabilitate or repair visitor 
facilities or services at Bridalveil Fall with the exception of emergency repairs and routine periodic 
maintenance activities. There would be no improvements to visitor experience, scenic vistas, visitor 
safety, or congestion; the park would not meet accessibility standards; and the park would not 
correct long-standing maintenance issues. Maintenance and repair needs would likely increase with 
continued visitation and aging infrastructure. 

Alternative 2 (Bridalveil Creek Pedestrian Bridge) 

Alternative 2 includes several actions common to the Selected Action including a new accessible loop 
trail, reconfiguration of the existing parking lot, replacement of existing vault toilets with flush toilets 
at the parking area, new interpretive and wayfinding signage, increased accessibility of trails, and 
reconfiguration of parking at Bridalveil Straight. Additional actions under Alternative 2 include the 
construction of a new bridge across Bridalveil Creek from the existing viewing platform to a new trail 
on the east side of Bridalveil Creek, and the construction of a comfort station at Bridalveil Straight. 
Under Alternative 2, the parking lot entrance would include a new combined entrance and the exit 
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road to the parking lot would replace the existing entrance/exit road approximately 150 feet south of 
the existing entrance/exit road. In addition, tour bus parking at Bridalveil Straight would be in a 
parallel configuration. 

Preliminary Options Considered and Dismissed 

The NPS considered a range of actions when developing the alternatives for the rehabilitation of 
Bridalveil Fall. Table 2 lists the actions that the planning team analyzed, considered, and dismissed 
because they did not fully satisfy the objectives of this planning effort. 

Table 2. Alternatives Considered but Dismissed 
Action Reasons for Dismissal 

Allow buses to unload passengers at the 
parking lot and pick up passengers at 
Bridalveil Straight. 

There would be no guarantee that bus parking would be available at 
Bridalveil Straight for passenger pick-up. Buses waiting for parking 
could create additional congestion and confusion along Bridalveil 
Straight. 

Add or move vault toilets to Bridalveil 
Straight. 

Vault toilets require consistent pumping by staff with specialized 
training. The park does not have the operational capacity to add 
another vault toilet considering the intensive maintenance required to 
maintain vault toilets. The Bridalveil Fall EA considers adding new flush 
toilets, but not vault toilets, at Bridalveil Straight under Alternative 2. 

Construct a leach field in the historic 
sewer plant location north of Bridalveil 
Fall, adjacent to the Merced River near its 
confluence with Bridalveil Creek. This 
new leach field could serve the new flush 
toilet at the parking lot and remove the 
need to construct lengthy sewer and 
power lines to connect to the existing 
system.  

This option is inconsistent with the 2014 Merced River Plan, which 
calls for removal of the remains of the abandoned plant and 
restoration to natural conditions. The park abandoned and 
demolished the historic sewer plant in 1975 when the park 
constructed a new tertiary sewage treatment plant in El Portal.  

The park must protect and enhance the water quality of the Wild and 
Scenic Merced River. Construction of a new leach field in this area 
would likely require the park to amend the Merced River Plan. It is 
uncertain whether the park could obtain permits under the Clean 
Water Act to construct a leach field in close proximity to the Merced 
River.  

A new leach field would require the park to connect to a power 
source and construct additional infrastructure. 

Construct a new trail and viewing 
platform from the Bridalveil Fall Trail near 
Bridge #3 toward the base of Bridalveil 
Fall. 

The trail would be constructed within the bed-and-banks of Bridalveil 
Creek stream system. It would be subjected to high water velocities 
and high water depths during peak flows, creating the need for 
additional repair, maintenance, and debris clearing. The trail would be 
constructed into a relatively pristine area, with associated impacts to 
the natural habitat. The existing viewing platform would be visible 
from the new platform and hikers may hike cross-country from one to 
the other, creating new social trails in a relatively pristine area. 

Remove the ability to make left hand 
turns out of the parking lot to decrease 
congestion. 

Vehicles heading south toward Wawona/Oakhurst on the Wawona 
Road (left turn out of the parking lot) would need to travel north to 
Southside Drive, east on Southside Drive to the El Capitan Crossover, 
and then west on Northside Drive and back across Pohono Bridge. 
This is a considerable distance which could take a great deal of time 
during high levels of visitation. The action could promote illegal U-
turns on Wawona Road. 
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Table 2 (continued). Alternatives Considered but Dismissed  
Action Reasons for Dismissal 

Move all parking to the right side of 
Bridalveil Straight and enhance views of 
El Capitan from the south side of the 
road. This would encourage visitors to 
stay on the south side of the road and 
improve safety in the area. 

The vast majority of visitors stop along Bridalveil Straight for the 
breathtaking views of El Capitan (on the left side of the road). Visitors 
stop for a number of other reasons including stretching their legs, 
checking maps, picnic lunches, river access. Retaining parking on the 
right side of the road may encourage some users to stay on the right 
side and not cross the street, but a substantial amount of visitors 
would be expected to cross the street. 

Construct the proposed new loop trail 
from the parking lot to the viewing 
platform completely on-grade, without 
elevated portions of the trail. This design 
may be more compatible with other trails 
in the Yosemite Valley Historic District. 

There is a 60-foot rise in elevation from the parking lot to the viewing 
platform. While it is possible to construct an accessible trail completely 
on grade using causeways to accommodate the rise of the trail, it 
would require extensive ground disturbance in sensitive areas to 
construct the causeways. Causeways would also restrict and confine 
natural wetland water flows in the lot, requiring flows to move 
through culverts in the causeways. 

Significantly improve the Valley Loop Trail 
near Bridalveil Creek, on the north side 
of Southside Drive. Improvements to the 
trail in this area will allow year-round use 
rather than seasonal use during low-flow 
periods.  

Improving the Valley Loop Trail near Bridalveil Creek has been a long-
term goal of the park. Improvements would require the construction 
of several new bridges and extensive design with hydraulic modeling. 
The park intends to address this need as a separate project when 
additional funding and resources are available. 

Require reservations for bus parking at 
Bridalveil Straight to help manage bus 
parking. 

Both action alternatives accommodate parking for three tour buses 
and one shuttle bus at Bridalveil Straight. The park expects to enact 
tour bus reservations in other park locations in the future (see 
Cumulative Actions Appendix C of the Bridalveil Fall EA). If needed, 
the park could expand bus reservations to the Bridalveil Fall area at a 
later date, after the park implements the Bridalveil Fall project and 
evaluates the effectiveness of designated bus parking at Bridalveil 
Straight.  

DECISION RATIONALE 

The Selected Action best meets the purpose and need of the project while minimizing impacts to 
visual, operational, natural and cultural resources. It improves the visitor experience by providing a 
new accessible trail, adding ample flush toilets, and protecting the safety of visitors. At the parking lot 
it improves safety by reconfiguring the parking lot and adding gathering plazas outside the flow of 
traffic. Along Southside Drive, passengers will exit buses outside the lane of traffic and crosswalk 
safety will be improved. The Selected Action minimizes future maintenance and scenic issues in 
relation to Alternative 2, which would have constructed a bridge across Bridalveil Creek and an 
additional comfort station on Southside Drive. There will be no adverse effects on historic 
properties. The Selected Action will result in the greatest benefit to the visitor experience while 
minimizing impacts to park operations, protecting natural and cultural resources, and enhancing 
public safety. 

WHY THE SELECTED ACTION WILL NOT RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS  

In considering the criteria for significant impact as defined by CEQ regulation 40 CFR 1508.27, the 
park determined that the Selected Action will not have a significant effect on the human 
environment. The “human environment,” as defined in Section 1508.14, includes the natural and 
physical environment and the relationship of people with that environment. Specifically, there are no 
highly uncertain or controversial impacts, unique or unknown risks, elements of precedence, or 
cumulatively significant effects identified. Implementation of the Selected Action will not result in 
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the loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historic resources and implementation of 
the Selected Action will not violate any federal, state, or local laws. The park determined that none of 
the significance criteria are triggered under the Selected Action: 

The Selected Action will benefit both the quality of visitors’ experience and the public’s 
safety and ability to manage their own risk. Impacts to the natural or physical environment 
and impacts to the relationship of people with that environment will not be significant. 
No highly uncertain or controversial impacts or elements of precedence have been 
identified.  
Implementation of the Selected Action will not violate federal, state, or local laws. 
Special-status species will not likely be adversely affected. 
There will be no adverse effects to historic properties. 
The Selected Action was evaluated in context with other ongoing and proposed management 
actions, and no adverse cumulative impacts are expected. Some of these other management 
actions include the Merced Wild and Scenic Comprehensive River Management Plan, the 
Scenic Vista Management Plan, and the Wawona Road Rehabilitation. 
The NPS will reduce potential effects on public health and safety through decreasing the 
grade of trails, the addition of safety rails, and the reconfiguration of parking lot and 
Bridalveil Straight parking. 

Based on the following summary of effects, and as discussed in the Bridalveil Fall EA, the park has 
determined that the Selected Action (Alternative 3) will not have a significant effect on the human 
environment. 

Hydrology, Floodplains, and Water Quality 

The Selected Action will result in long-term beneficial impacts to hydrology, floodplains, and water 
quality. Under the Selected Action, actions within the floodplain include raising and improving the 
parking lot and trail development, resulting in approximately 1.38 acres of new impervious surface. 
The park will raise the parking lot will above flood levels and water flows will be directed around the 
parking lot, improving water quality and hydrologic function.  

Under the Selected Action, a small portion of the existing platform extends into the bed and banks of 
Bridalveil Creek. Flows do not reach the platform at low flows. During moderate and high flows, the 
platform will not substantially impact flows more than the existing boulders and trees in the very 
rough alluvial fan environment. Implementation of the Selected Action will produce long-term 
beneficial impacts to water quality as a result of reduced visitor impacts (i.e., bank and vegetation 
trampling), restored and revegetated areas and wetlands, and improved drainage systems. Trail 
improvements will include bridges and boardwalks to provide visitor access over creeks, waterways, 
and wetlands.  

See Attachment A for the Floodplain Statement of Findings, which analyses the Selected Action in 
terms of the risks to human health, safety, and property; comparative flood risk among the 
alternatives; and effects on floodplain values. See Attachment B for the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
Section 7 Determination, a rigorous and consistent evaluation to protect the free-flowing condition 
of the Merced River. 

Wildlife 

Under the Selected Action, local, short-term adverse impacts on wildlife will occur due to noise, 
increased human presence, and heavy equipment use during construction activities. Scheduling 
construction to largely avoid the bird breeding and nesting season, conducting pre-construction 
surveys for wildlife, and avoiding construction activities at night will reduce impacts on birds, bats, 
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and other wildlife. If night lighting is necessary, the park will design the lighting to be minimal, 
directed downward, and shielded. Under the Selected Action, placement of additional trash cans, 
bear boxes, and restrooms will reduce the human impact on adjacent wildlife habitat.  

Implementation of standard mitigation measures (Attachment C) and avoidance procedures will 
reduce the potential for disturbance and harm to wildlife. Therefore, adverse impacts to wildlife 
under the Selected Action will be reduced. 

Special Status Species 

Under the Selected Action, effects on the California red-legged frog will be discountable or 
insignificant, and not likely to adversely affect the population. Construction-related impacts to the 
Mount Lyell salamander (California Department of Fish and Wildlife Watch List) will largely be 
avoided and will not affect the relative abundance of the local population.  

Vegetation 

The park will add a total of 1.38 acres of new impervious surface under the Selected Action, which 
will entail a direct loss of lower montane broadleaf, coniferous forest, and riparian vegetation. In 
addition, the park will selectively remove individual trees to improve vistas and remove immature 
conifer trees located within the driplines of California black oaks to enhance the health of the mature 
oaks. Trees removed will not be of special status. Trees removed will represent a small fraction of the 
numbers of trees in lower montane broadleaf, coniferous forest, and riparian communities in the 
project area. These communities will remain well represented in the project area. 

Construction activities could inadvertently damage vegetation and compact soils. Impact duration 
will be short and vegetation is expected to recover after construction activities. Adherence to 
mitigation measures, including fencing and consultation with the park specialists, will minimize 
potential impacts on trees, roots, and understory vegetation. Under the Selected Action, the park 
expects the additional loop trail to reduce use of informal trails that damage vegetation and compact 
soils.  

Indirect effects of construction activities and continued visitor use of the Bridalveil Fall area have the 
potential to establish and spread non-native plants. Implementation of standard mitigation measures 
including construction vehicle inspections will reduce the potential for non-native plant dispersal. 
Potential impacts to vegetation under the Selected Action will be adverse in the short-term and 
beneficial in the long-term.  

Wetlands 

Under the Selected Action, the park will raise pedestrian paths over wetland areas toward the 
existing viewing platform to avoid wetlands, but there could be minor wetland impacts from 
installation of piers to support the paths (less than 0.10 acre). The viewing areas to the southwest and 
northeast of Bridge 3 will be improved within an Ephemeral Other Waters of the United States 
(U.S.). Imported material to improve the site will be pervious material. There will be no impacts to 
existing hydrophytic vegetation or hydrologic flows.  

The park will design and construct the pedestrian pathways with elevated portions over wetlands to 
avoid permanent impacts to wetlands and the hydrological processes that sustain wetlands. 
Trampling, increased sedimentation, and other temporary impacts to wetlands may occur during 
construction. Adherence to mitigation measures that specify conditions for work in streambeds, 
including erosion control, fencing, and avoidance of aquatic habitats will minimize these 
construction-related impacts. Additionally, under the Selected Action, it is expected that the new 
accessible trail will reduce informal trail use and impart long-term beneficial impacts on wetlands. 
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Scenic Resources 

Under the Selected Action, short-term adverse impacts on scenic resources within the project area 
will occur during construction due to ground disturbance, intrusive light, presence of construction 
equipment and vehicles, and presence of personnel. Construction within the project area will impact 
both scenic views of El Capitan and Bridalveil Fall. These impacts will be localized and end once the 
construction is complete. 

Long-term impacts to scenic resources under the Selected Action will occur as a result of expansion 
of the viewing platform, which will impact views at ground level from the existing trail to the viewing 
platform, but will not silhouette or block views of the fall. There will be long-term beneficial impacts 
to scenic resources within the project area as a result of selective tree thinning to enhance existing 
views and open up additional viewing areas within the project area. Additional long-term beneficial 
impacts to scenic resources within the project area will occur due to the construction of new visitor 
gathering and viewing areas. The design features of the proposed improvements and facilities will be 
compatible with the Yosemite Design Guidelines, the setting and character of the area, and will not 
result in reduced scenic quality. 

Soils and Geology 

Under the Selected Action, approximately 3.75 acres of surface and near-surface soils will potentially 
be disturbed as part of the construction activities, and there will be an increase of approximately 1.38 
acres of impervious surfaces. Construction-related impacts from the use of equipment and worker 
foot traffic within the project area will cause local soil compaction, soil erosion, soil contamination, 
and displacement of soil and boulders. Best management practices and mitigation measures will 
minimize impacts and risks. 

The construction of new trails and viewing areas will cause local, short-term adverse impacts of soil 
erosion, soil compaction, and displacement of soil and boulders. However, the new accessible trail is 
intended to reduce informal trailing in natural areas, which will be beneficial in the long-term by 
decreasing soil erosion and compaction. The project will avoid or minimize impacts to soils to the 
extent possible. While some construction-related adverse effects to soil resources will occur, the 
project will preserve and protect soils and geologic resources. 

Visitor Experience and Recreation 

The rehabilitation of Bridalveil Fall under the Selected Action will have a local, short-term adverse 
impact on visitor experience during the construction period due to noise from the construction, 
increased traffic from construction personnel, and limited access to areas under construction. 
Construction will avoid the peak season to the extent possible.  

Under the Selected Action, there will be a long-term beneficial impact to visitor experience. Visitor 
services, including restroom facilities, will be improved; crowding on the trails and the viewing 
platforms will be reduced with the addition of more trails and viewing platforms; congestion at the 
parking lot and along Southside Drive will be improved through the reconfiguration of the parking 
lot and dedicated tour bus parking; and interpretation, wayfinding, and accessibility will be 
improved.  

Safety will be enhanced by decreasing the grade of trails, bus parking will be moved to the south side 
of Southside Road and travelers will exit buses to a loading/unloading sidewalk instead of the traffic 
lane. The park will add safety features to crosswalks including advance warnings in front of the 
crosswalks, and a pedestrian path on the south road shoulder along Bridalveil Straight. 
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Park Operations and Facilities 

Under the Selected Action, additional staff time will be required during construction for contract 
management, trail construction, visitor and resource protection, communication, and management 
of construction crews. Operations within the Bridalveil Fall area will be temporarily affected by 
construction activities, including closure of parking areas, trail routes, and road closures.  

Under the Selected Action, beneficial impacts will result from the elimination of time and effort 
required to pump the existing vault toilet at the parking lot. The park’s current sewage treatment 
plant will have the capacity to handle the additional sewage generated from the proposed flush 
toilets. Re-paving trails and the parking lot, and raising the parking lot above flood level will reduce 
the need for ongoing repairs. The addition of safety railings at the current viewing area as well as the 
reduced grade of the trails has the potential to decrease search and rescue operations.  

There will be additional staff time required to maintain additional trails, flush toilets, and the 
elevated pathways and boardwalks. There will be more upkeep and higher skilled labor needed for 
maintenance of power, pumps, and water tanks associated with the new comfort stations. Although 
traffic management needs may decrease due to the additional entrance to the parking area and the 
addition of the right-hand and left-hand turning lanes, traffic management will continue to be 
necessary during peak visitation. 

Historic Resources—Built Environment 

There are ten contributing resources to the Yosemite Valley Historic District (2006) within the Area 
of Potential Effects: Pohono Bridge, the Bridalveil Fall Access Road, Bridalveil Fall Trail, Bridalveil 
Fall Bridges 1-3, Valley Loop Trail, Southside Drive, and two historic views. Pohono Bridge is also a 
contributing resource to the Yosemite Valley Bridges historic district (1977). With mitigation and 
avoidance measures in place, the Selected Action will result in no adverse effects on the Yosemite 
Valley historic district or the Yosemite Valley Bridges historic district. The Selected Action will not 
directly or indirectly alter any of the qualifying characteristics of the contributing historic, cultural, 
or archeological resources in the area of potential effects in a manner that will diminish their 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association either 
individually or of the historic and archeological districts as a whole.  

Archeological Resources 

Seven archeological sites within the Yosemite Valley Archeological District (1976) are within the 
Area of Potential Effects, and one additional historic site is potentially eligible. The Selected Action 
will result in no adverse effects on the Yosemite Valley Archeological District or ethnographic 
resources, with mitigation and avoidance measures in place. The Selected Action will not affect the 
use of archeological resources in the park to provide information on human demographics, 
paleoenvironmental change, cultural chronology, prehistoric economic systems, settlement patterns, 
sociocultural change, or western hemisphere obsidian studies 

Historic Properties with Religious and Cultural Significance 

On May 5, 2017, the park requested tribal participation in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project 
and formally requested identification of historic properties with religious and cultural significance 
that might be affected by the project. The park and tribes met to discuss the project on June 8, 2017, 
and conducted a site visit on August 1, 2017. The NPS considered comments received from 
traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups throughout the planning process. The 
Selected Action will not result in impairment of American Indian traditional cultural resources, 
including tribally-identified, eligible, and listed National Register properties. Traditional use sites 
and features important for maintaining cultural and spiritual traditions will not be altered. The NPS 
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will continue to consult with traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups throughout 
project implementation to ensure that historic properties with religious and cultural significance are 
not adversely effected. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public Scoping 

Yosemite National Park conducted a 30-day public scoping period for the Bridalveil Fall 
Rehabilitation Project from April 26, 2017 through May 26, 2017. The NPS provided information to 
the public in the form of an electronic newsletter; press release; NPS Planning, Environment, and 
Public Comment (PEPC) website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/bridalveil); Yosemite National Park 
website (https://www.nps.gov/yose/getinvolved/planning.htm); media interviews; and a public open 
house on February 28, 2018. During the public scoping period, the park received 22 
correspondences, generating 77 individual substantive comments. All comments received during the 
scoping period, substantive or non-substantive, were duly considered and are now part of the 
decision file for this project. Table 4 summarizes the issues and concerns identified during the public 
scoping process. 

Table 4. Public Issues, Comments, and Concerns 
Topic Comment or Concern 

Visitor Facilities Most commenters requested that the NPS update and improve the existing restrooms, while 
one group considered whether restrooms are necessary at the site. 

 The NPS should expand the trail system around the exterior of the parking lot to separate 
vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 

 The NPS should ensure that trails are accessible to all. 

 The NPS should add interpretive signage to the area. 

 The NPS should minimize interpretive and wayfinding signs and use electronic alternatives. 

 The NPS should include more roadway signage to help direct traffic and alleviate congestion. 

 The NPS should include more signage to improve pedestrian wayfinding. 

 The NPS should provide upgraded trash receptacles. 

Park Management The NPS should improve roadway safety and address traffic congestion in the area. 

 The NPS should make safety improvements to trails in the area. 

Natural Resources The NPS should protect natural resources in the park. 

 The NPS should reduce wildlife vehicular deaths. 

Cultural Resources 

The NPS should consult with tribes and agency interests regarding historic properties and 
monitor impacts to cultural resources. 

The NPS should protect views from and toward historic structures, sites, and areas. 

The NPS should provide a place of quiet reflection to honor the cultural significance of the 
area. 
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Table 4 (continued). Public Issues, Comments, and Concerns 

Topic Comment or Concern 

Scenic Resources The NPS should protect the natural beauty of the area. 

 The NPS should clear vistas to improve views. 

Air Quality The NPS should promote the shuttle system to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 

Visitor Experience The NPS should improve interpretive displays. 

 The NPS should address congestion and crowding on the viewing platform and trails. 

Transportation The NPS should enhance the shuttle system. 

 The NPS should reduce vehicle congestion and traffic. 

 The NPS should limit parking. 

 The NPS should increase parking due to high demand. 

 The NPS should improve traffic circulation to reduce congestion. 

Other The NPS should identify the funding source and the total cost for the project. 

Public Review and Comment Period 

The Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation EA was released for public review on February 12, 2018, and the 
NPS accepted comments through March 14, 2018. The document was available through the PEPC 
website and hard copies were available as requested. Approximately 50 hard copies were distributed 
to individuals, agencies, tribes, groups, and organizations. The park accepted comments on the 
Bridalveil Fall EA through the PEPC website and by U.S. mail. 

The public review period was announced in a press release, a Yosemite electronic news release, the 
Yosemite National Park Daily Report, the Mariposa Gazette, and on the Yosemite National Park 
website. During the review period, the NPS held a webinar on March 1, 2018 and an open house on 
February 29, 2018 to disseminate information and collect written comments on the Bridalveil Fall 
EA. Following presentations, park staff answered questions clarifying the proposed action; no 
written comments were submitted at the open house. 

During the 30-day public comment period, the park received 19 correspondences, generating 70 
individual substantive comments. The planning team considered all comments. No modifications are 
included in the Selected Action as a result of comments received on the Bridalveil Fall EA. Table 5 
summarizes the comments received during the comment period. 

 

 

 

 

[This section intentionally left blank.] 
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Table 5. Summary of Public Comments on the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment 

Topic Comment or Concern 

Visitor Facilities The Selected Action will make Bridalveil Fall more accessible. 

 We need more restrooms, including more female stalls, or you need to make them all unisex. 

 We support the expansion of the existing platform and additional viewing platform and 
believe it will help to reduce visitor congestion and better protect sensitive species. 

 We do not support the construction of the pedestrian bridge and believe it will increase 
disturbance in a sensitive area and increase the potential for visitor injury. 

 1,500 square feet is too large for the viewing platform and would remove the intimate 
connection with the fall. 

Cultural Resources Please work with tribes during the execution of this project. 

Scenic Resources Minimize signage as it can have an impact on visual resources. 

Utilities We support the laying of the sewer lines within the footprint of Southside Drive and through 
the Pohono Bridge. 

 The sewer line should have built in capacity for the potential of a second set of flush toilets in 
the future. 

 The sewer line should be designed to service only the Bridalveil Fall area. 

 The sewer and utility line should run up Southside Drive and over El Capitan crossover to 
hook up to the main line at Northside Drive. 

 The power line at Yellow Pine could be used for Bridalveil Fall. 

Visitor Experience We support the additional interpretive and wayfinding signage. 

Transportation I hope the area will not become more congested. 

 We need more parking spaces. 

 The area should be serviced by the shuttle, and shuttles should be more frequent, in order to 
reduce congestion. 

 We believe the reconfiguration of the parking lot will help to minimize congestion, improve 
visitor safety, and reduce flooding. 

 Include signage to limit the amount of time a person can park in a spot. 

 The exit lanes from the park lot will create confusion and congestion. 

Other I support the phasing and timeline for the project. 

AGENCY CONSULTATION 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), requires federal agencies 
to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to ensure any action authorized, funded, or carried 
out by the agency does not jeopardize the continued existence of federally listed species or critical 
habitat. The NPS generated a list of federal listed species in the project area from the USFWS website 
on June 20, 2017, and initiated informal consultation on August 16, 2017. The park requested 
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concurrence with a “not likely to adversely affect” determination on the federally listed California 
red-legged frog in January 2018. The park received a letter from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 
February 8, 2018 concurring with the NPS determination that the proposed project may affect, but is 
not likely to adversely effect the California red-legged frog. 

California State Historic Preservation Officer and Other Consulting Parties 

On April 24–25, 2017, the park sent a project initiation letter (36 CFR §800.3) to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) with notification that the park was preparing the Bridalveil Fall EA in 
accordance with the stipulations of the Merced River Plan Programmatic Agreement (MRP PA). The 
letter also notified the SHPO that the park intended to coordinate the NEPA and National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 compliance processes (36 CFR §800.8(a)(1)). On May 31, 
2017, the SHPO sent correspondence acknowledging the initiation of consultation for this project.  

On February 5, 2018, the NPS sent a letter to the SHPO identifying the historic properties present, 
the area of potential effects, and an assessment of effects of the Bridalveil Fall undertaking. The NPS 
provided a NHPA Section 106 report to SHPO and requested concurrence with the park’s finding of 
no adverse effect associated with the proposed undertaking. Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act establishes a 30-day review period (36 CFR § 800.5(c)) for a finding of no adverse 
effects to historic properties. The park transmitted its assessment of no adverse effects to historic 
properties in the project's Section 106 report and requested review within the prescribed 30-day 
review period. The SHPO received the report on February 7, 2018.  No comments from the SHPO 
have been received to date. The park has met the requirements of NHPA Section 106 (36 
CFR  §800.5(c)). 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. Consistent with guidance established in the MRP PA, 
the NPS invited the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to consult on the MRP PA 
regarding the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project through the ACHP’s Electronic Section 106 
Documentation Submittal System (e106) on April 25, 2017. The ACHP did not request to be a 
consulting party as a result of the e-notification. 

National Trust for Historic Preservation. Consistent with guidance established in the MRP PA, 
the NPS notified the National Trust for Historic Preservation of the project by written 
correspondence dated April 25, 2017. The National Trust for Historic Preservation did not request 
to be a consulting party.  

Historic Bridge Foundation. Consistent with guidance established in the MRP PA, the NPS 
notified the Historic Bridge Foundation of the project by written correspondence dated April 25, 
2017. The Historic Bridge Foundation did not request to be a consulting party. 

Traditionally Associated American Indian Tribes and Groups 

The park currently maintains consultative relationships with seven American Indian tribes and 
groups, including five federally recognized American Indian tribes (Bridgeport Indian Colony, 
Bishop Paiute Tribe, North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California, Picayune Rancheria of 
the Chukchansi Indians, and the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians), and two federally non-
recognized American Indian groups (American Indian Council of Mariposa County, Inc. [also 
known as the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation] and the Mono Lake Kutzadikaa). Consultation with 
federally recognized American Indian tribes takes place on a government-to-government basis. 

The Yosemite National Park American Indian Consultation Program facilitates regulatory 
compliance with statutes, Executive Orders, policies, and guidance related to American Indian 
resources, issues, and concerns. The NPS consulted with both federally recognized and federally 
non-recognized American Indian tribes and groups with ancestral connections to Yosemite National 
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Park lands and resources throughout the design and development of the project and environmental 
analysis. 

On May 5, 2017, the park requested tribal participation in the scoping and development of the 
project and formally requested identification of historic properties with religious and cultural 
significance that might be affected by the project. The park and tribes met to discuss the project on 
June 8, 2017, and conducted a site visit on August 1, 2017. The NPS considered comments received 
from traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups throughout the planning process. 
The NPS will continue to consult with traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups 
throughout project design and implementation to ensure that historic properties with religious and 
cultural significance are not adversely effected.  

Tribal comments received through letters, consultation meetings, site visits, and conference calls 
include: 

Alternative 2 would have more of an effect on archeological and ethnographic resources than
Alternative 3. However, the tribes and groups would prefer a second comfort station
(proposed under Alternative 2) to minimize the use of the natural areas as toilets.
Tribal representatives expressed concerns of the proposed construction of a trail bridge
across the creek beneath the fall (Alternative 2), which would impact cultural views in an area
with spiritual significance. There is already development on the south side of the creek from
the existing trail and an existing water pipeline, so tribal representatives are not as concerned
about the new proposed loop trail from the parking lot to the existing viewing platform.
Generally, the tribes have concerns about elevating trails above the ground plane (e.g.
attachment of trail structures to boulders) but if a trail has to be elevated to cross a drainage,
then the tribes have requested the opportunity to review and comment on any draft design
plans. The tribes are not supportive of drilling into the boulders, preferring more traditional
construction methods for trails (e.g. retaining walls, use of stone masonry).

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

The Clean Water Act (Public Law 92-500) requires federal land agencies to consult with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regarding wetlands in the vicinity of proposed projects. The NPS 
is consulting with the USACE with regard to wetlands delineation and permit requirements 
necessary to implement proposed actions in the plan in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Representatives from the USACE visited 
the Bridalveil Fall project site on September 13, 2017 and March 15, 2018. Yosemite formally 
initiated consultation with the USACE by letter in January 2018. 

Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), permit approval is required for projects 
that may result in the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. The NPS will work 
with the USACE to obtain required Section 404 permits prior to implementing the project.  

[This section intentionally left blank.] 
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Finding of No Significant Impact 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the information contained in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation EA as summarized above; the 
comprehensive mitigation strategy to avoid and minimize impacts; and the minimal nature of 
comments received from affected agencies and the public; it is the determination of the NPS that the 
Selected Action is not a major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment. There will be no unacceptable impacts as a result of the Selected Action. 
Implementation of Phase 1 is expected to begin in summer 2018. 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and regulations of the CEQ (40 
CFR 1508.9), an environmental impact statement will not be prepared. 

Recommended: 

Michael T. Reynolds 
Superintendent, Yosemite National Park 

Approved: 

Regional Director, Pacific West Region, National Park Service 
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INTRODUCTION 

The National Park Service (NPS) has prepared the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Environmental 
Assessment (Bridalveil Fall EA) to improve visitor facilities and services at the base of Bridalveil Fall in 
Yosemite Valley. The purpose of this Floodplain Statement of Findings is to review the Bridalveil Fall  
EA in sufficient detail to: 

Provide an accurate and complete understanding of the risks to human health and safety 
assumed by implementation of the Selected Action. 
Provide an analysis of the risks to property in the project area and the comparative flood risk 
among the alternatives. 
Describe the effects on floodplain values associated with the Selected Action. 
Provide a description and evaluation of mitigation measures to reduce impacts to the 
floodplain. 

Floodplains and Floodplain Extent 

The Regulatory Floodplain for the proposed action at this site is the 100-year floodplain (1% annual 
chance of inundation), as described in the NPS Guidelines (NPS Director’s Order 77-2). The 100-
year and 500-year floodplain boundary in the Bridalveil Fall project area are not formally defined. 
For the purposes of this document, the NPS assumes that current and proposed facilities are located 
in the 100-year floodplain, per NPS Procedural Manual 77-2: Floodplain Management (update 
2004).  

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF FLOODING IN THE AREA 

Flooding in the Bridalveil Fall project area can be categorized as one of two types: (1) Spring floods 
that occur with spring and summer snowmelt and associated runoff, and (2) Winter floods or rain on 
snow events that occur in the late fall and winter during intense rainfall or rainfall on snow events. 
From 1916 through 1989, 124 of the 140 recorded high flow events in Yosemite Valley were spring 
floods that occurred in response to spring or early summer snowmelt conditions (Madej et al. 1994). 
These events are responsible for the highest floods recorded, especially where warm heavy rains fall 
on snow in higher elevations. Frazil ice, while less common, occasionally forms at the base of 
Bridalveil Fall and is another cause of flooding within the park. Frazil ice forms when mist from the 
waterfall freezes in the air and accumulates at the base of a waterfall. Frazil ice may accumulate to be 
many feet thick, causing localized impoundments and other flooding. 

At the beginning of the wet season the ground is extremely dry and about 3 to 5 inches of 
precipitation is required to satisfy the retention storage capacity of the soil before any significant 
runoff occurs. Later in the season when the ground may be wet with a moderate snow cover at the 
higher elevations, heavy rainfall over the basin can cause large flood runoff. An intense storm with a 
high freezing level may also result in flood runoff from almost the entire basin, with as much as 2 
inches of snowmelt augmenting the rainfall by up to 20% or more. Most of the runoff from the 
Merced River basin occurs from November through July (Madej et al. 1994). 

Floodplain Attributes of Bridalveil Creek and the Merced River in Yosemite Valley 

Bridalveil Creek is a tributary to the Merced River in Yosemite Valley. Bridalveil Creek descends 
over Bridalveil Fall and flows northwest from the base of Bridalveil Fall through the project area. At 
the base of the fall, Bridalveil Creek forms multiple braided stream channels as it descends a steep 
debris flow fan. The stream system, including the perennial Bridalveil Creek, multiple intermittent 
and ephemeral channels, and associated floodplains, make up the core of the Bridalveil Fall project 
area.  
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The gradient of Bridalveil Creek decreases as it reaches the edge of the project area at Southside 
Drive. The project area does not include the confluence of Bridalveil Creek with the Merced River, 
which is approximately 600 feet downstream of the project area boundary (Figure A-1). The 
northernmost tip of the Bridalveil Fall project area is located within the 100-year floodplain of the 
Merced River.  

Figure A-1. Hydrogeomorphic Units in the Bridalveil Fall Project Area

Most of the Merced River in Yosemite Valley has a well-developed, relatively wide floodplain with 
an average slope of 0.1%. In the Bridalveil Fall area near the confluence with Bridalveil Creek, the 
river channel is steeper and more confined, the floodplain is narrow, and flow velocities are high. The 
largest documented flood events occurred in 1937, 1950, 1955, and 1997, with peak discharges 
measured in the range of 22,000 to 25,000 cubic feet per second at Pohono Bridge. These floods were 
the result of rain-on-snow events. Several large undocumented events also occurred during the 
1860s and 1870s.  

The January 1997 flood was the largest recorded flood within the park with a peak discharge of 25,000 
cubic feet per second at Pohono Bridge (Eagan 1998). The flood inundated roads, picnic areas, park 
offices, and lodging units. It caused extensive damage to NPS facilities, including roads, bridges, 
buildings, and Yosemite Valley’s electric, water, and sewer systems. The flood also altered natural 
features and caused downed trees, movement of landslide talus into streams, channel erosion, and 
substantial changes in channel morphology (NPS 1997). This flood was estimated to have a recurrence 
interval of 90 years (NPS 1997), or about a 1.1% chance of occurring in any given year. 



Floodplain Statement of Findings 

Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project                                               A-4 

POTENTIAL RISKS TO HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Floods of consequence in the Bridalveil Fall area and Yosemite Valley always occur with warning. 
Flooding within Yosemite Valley typically requires a prolonged period of intense rain for at least 24 
hours to create extreme flood conditions. The NPS and other agencies have a comprehensive 
monitoring system in place to provide an early warning system for major flooding, which provides 
sufficient time for evacuation. 

Pedestrian access to the Bridalveil Fall project area is subject to flooding due to extreme weather 
events. Flooding may also affect roads, trails, bridges, and utilities that provide access or service the 
project area. When necessary, the NPS closes areas in Yosemite, including the Bridalveil Fall project 
area, to mitigate risks to human life due to flooding. Early warning, evacuation, and closure of the 
area would mitigate risks to humans in the Bridalveil Fall area.  

POTENTIAL RISKS TO PROPERTY  

Since 1916, Yosemite National Park has experienced 11 winter floods large enough to cause damage 
to property. This section describes the existing and proposed new structures in the 100-year 
floodplain described under the Selected Action in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation project, and 
associated risks to property and potential new capital investment.  

The NPS categorizes buildings and facilities into the following three categories to evaluate floodplain 
risks (per NPS Director’s Order 77-2 and Procedural Manual 77-2):  

Class I Actions include the placement or construction of administrative, residential, 
warehouse, and maintenance buildings and non-excepted (overnight) parking lots within the 
100-year floodplain. 
Class II Actions create “an added disastrous dimension to the flood event.” Class II actions 
include the placement or construction of schools, clinics, emergency services, fuel storage 
facilities, large sewage treatment plants, and structures such as museums that store 
irreplaceable records and artifacts within the 500-year floodplain. 
Class III Actions include Class I or Class II Actions located in high hazard areas such as those 
subject to flash flooding. 

The following existing or proposed new structures in the Selected Action of the Bridalveil Fall EA 
constitute Class I Actions (Figure 2) (see also Figure 2-3 in the Bridalveil Fall EA):  

New accessible pedestrian path to a viewing platform. The NPS would construct a new 
accessible path to the existing viewing platform. Most of the path would be at ground level, 
with the exception of elevated segments that cross small drainages. The park would 
construct the accessible pathway using robust building materials including natural stone, 
making it flood resistant.  

The path is located outside the 2-10 year floodplain. Flood depths at this location during a 
larger flood event are expected to be low, with high flood velocities due to the steepness of 
the grade approaching the fall. Elevated segments of the path could sustain damage during 
extreme flood events. The need to repair elevated portions of the path after extreme flood 
events is expected to be moderate.  

Expanded viewing platform. The NPS would expand the existing viewing platform from 
400 square feet to approximately 1,500 square feet to accommodate more visitors. The 
platform is located near the base of Bridalveil Fall, on the edge of the ordinary high water 
mark and 10-year floodplain boundary. Flood velocities and depths at this location would be 
high during extreme flood events.  
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The park would replace and expand the viewing platform in its current location using robust 
materials suitable for the site conditions. The finished elevation of the new viewing platform 
surface would be between 4 inches and 18 inches above the existing viewing platform 
elevation. The expanded portion of the platform would be outside of the bed and banks of 
Bridalveil Creek. The platform could sustain damage during extreme flood events, though 
the need for repair would be rare. The railing would be flood resistant, though falling 
boulders could damage it during extreme events. The viewing platform would require 
maintenance clearing after high flood events. 

Parking lot improvements. The NPS would reconfigure the existing parking lot without 
expanding the existing footprint. The parking lot location is outside of main floodways such 
as Bridalveil Creek. Flood depths in this location during a large flood event are expected to 
be low, with low flood velocities. The existing parking lot has withstood multiple large flood 
events with minor damage. Repairing the culvert in the northeast corner of the parking lot is 
expected to substantially improve drainage through the area and prevent future water-
caused erosion. The parking lot provides critical services to that area and there will be no 
flood-related risks to capital investments for parking lot improvements in this location 

Actions along Bridalveil Straight (reconfigured parking, construction of a visitor gathering and 
viewing area, and reconfigured or paved trails) are considered excepted actions and do not require 
evaluation in this Statement of Findings because they are outside or above the floodplain and 
Bridalveil Straight is a non-high hazard area. Improvements to the historic Carriage Road are 
considered excepted actions for the Floodplain Statement of Findings. The Carriage Road Trail is a 
cornerstone to visitor circulation within the project area. The trail will not be removed because it is 
an important contributing element to the Yosemite Village Historic District, and its removal or 
demolition would result in an adverse effect on this historic resource. 

There are no Class II or Class III actions proposed in the Bridalveil Fall project under any of the 
alternatives. 

Alternatives Considered 

The Bridalveil Fall EA considered one action alternative, Alternative 2, in addition to the Selected 
Action considered in this Statement of Findings. Alternative 2 proposes additional facilities in the 
floodplain – a pedestrian bridge across Bridalveil Creek from the viewing platform near the base of 
the fall and an additional comfort station along Bridalveil Straight. The additional comfort station 
would be located in a non-high hazard area, outside deep flood flows and high velocities. The bridge 
across Bridalveil Fall would require additional Statement of Findings analysis to determine impacts 
on capital investment. The No Action alternative, Alternative 1, evaluated existing conditions in the 
area with no additional structures in the floodplain. The No Action alternative would not meet the 
purpose and need of the project.
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POTENTIAL RISKS TO FLOODPLAIN VALUES 

Floodplains provide an array of natural and physical resource values within Yosemite. These values 
include habitat for vegetation and wildlife, periodic disturbance to habitats within floodplains, which 
can support ecological value and spatial diversity in habitat, dissipation of flood energy, and benefits 
to waterway hydrologic processes including fluvial transport mechanisms and river geomorphic 
processes. The floodplain also recharges groundwater in areas where soils are sufficiently pervious.

Construction of the new comfort station with flush toilets at the parking lot would substantially 
improve natural resource conditions and water quality in the parking lot area. Considerable human 
waste is present in the forest near the parking lot, and new flush toilets would provide an alternative 
to the current long lines and disagreeable conditions at the existing vault toilets. The park expects 
the presence of human waste in natural areas to diminish greatly after construction of the new flush 
toilets. 

Reconfiguration of the parking lot would have no impact on floodplain values, as the park would 
reconfigure the parking lot in the same footprint. Culverts would be repaired in the northeast corner 
of the lot and the new trailhead boardwalk configuration will restore flows off the parking lot in a 
more natural pattern. Raising the northeast part of the parking lot about 18 inches would aid in 
moving flowing water back to natural water drainages. 

The new accessible pedestrian path to a viewing platform would be raised over drainages, preserving 
natural flow patterns in the area and avoiding wetland vegetation. There is considerable off-trail foot 
traffic in this area, which tramples native vegetation and habitat. The trail will confine use to one 
path and may reduce off-trail use. 

While the new expanded portion of the viewing platform would not extend into the bed and banks 
of Bridalveil Creek, a small portion of the existing platform would remain within the bed and banks. 
Creek flows do not reach the platform at low flows. During moderate and high flows, the platform 
would not substantially impact flows more than the existing boulders and trees in the very rough 
alluvial fan environment. 

DESIGN OR MODIFICATIONS TO MINIMIZE HARM TO FLOODPLAIN VALUES OR RISKS TO 
LIFE AND PROPERTY 

The design of all new structures or substantial improvements to existing structures will incorporate 
requirements and methods to minimize flood damage. Park staff will maintain an active flood 
evacuation plan. The plan details responsibilities of individual park employees for advanced 
preparedness measures; removing or securing park property; records and utility systems; monitoring 
communication; and conducting rescue and salvage operations. Impacts on the site’s resources will 
be minimized and avoided per mitigation measures in the environmental assessment.  

Site-Specific Mitigation  

Active flood plans will be in place for timely and safe evacuation of people in times of rising 
water. Areas will be evacuated prior to major storm events that could potentially produce 
flooding, based on ongoing monitoring within the Park. Risks to humans will be mitigated by 
monitoring of storm or potential storm conditions, warning, and evacuation as warranted.  



Floodplain Statement of Findings 

Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project                                               A-8 

 

CONCLUSION 

Implementation of the Selected Action in the Bridalveil Fall EA will take place in compliance with 
regulations and policies to prevent impacts to floodplain values and loss of human life or property. 
The park and contractors will strictly adhere to mitigation measures during and after construction 
activities. Individual permits with other agencies will be obtained prior to construction activities. The 
NPS concludes that there will be no unacceptable risks to human health and safety, unacceptable 
impacts to property, or substantial long-term adverse impacts to floodplain values. Therefore, the 
NPS finds the Selected Action in the Bridalveil Fall EA to be acceptable under Executive Order 11988 
and the NPS Directors Order 77-2 for the protection of floodplains. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT SECTION 7 DETERMINATION  

BRIDALVEIL FALL REHABILITATION PROJECT 

This document evaluates the Selected Action (Alternative 3) in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation 
Environmental Assessment (Bridalveil Fall EA) in terms of Section 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
(WSRA), a key provision that aims to protect the free-flowing condition of designated rivers. The 
authority for this determination is found in Public Law 90-542, as amended, 16 United States Code (USC) 
271-1278. WSRA Section 7 requires managing agencies to conduct a rigorous and consistent process to 
protect the free-flowing condition of the Merced River when a proposed water resources project

1 triggers 
a review.  

Two actions under the Selected Action (Alternative 3) would be located within the bed and banks of 
Bridalveil Creek and associated tributaries to the Merced Wild and Scenic River. These actions are: (1) 
enlarge the existing viewing platform to 1,500 square feet (sq ft), and (2) add a new accessible loop trail 
from the parking lot to the existing platform. This document evaluates these actions for their potential to 
invade the Merced Wild and Scenic River corridor or diminish scenic, recreational, fish, or wildlife values 
present on the day of designation (WSRA§7(b). These standards apply to tributaries of a wild and scenic 
river per WSRA§7(b). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A complete description of Alternative 3 (Selected Action) is presented in Chapter 2 of the Bridalveil Fall 
EA. The following section summarizes the key features of the Selected Action within the bed and banks of 
Bridalveil Creek, a tributary to the Merced Wild and Scenic River. 

Actions within the Bed and Banks of Bridalveil Creek 

Existing Viewing Platform. The park would expand the existing viewing platform from about 400 sq ft to 
about 1,500 sq ft to reduce crowding as directed in the Merced Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive 
Management Plan Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision (Merced River Plan)(NPS 2014). 
Part of the existing platform is located within the bed and banks of Bridalveil Creek (about 175 sq ft) 
(Figure 2-9 in the Bridalveil Fall EA). The existing portion of the platform would be overlaid with smooth 
material. The overlay would be 4 to 18 inches deep, depending on the contours of the existing platform 
surface. Bridalveil Creek does not reach the viewing platform at low flows. The new expanded portion of 
the viewing platform would occur outside of the bed and banks of Bridalveil Creek.  

New Accessible Pedestrian Loop Trail. The park would construct a new accessible pedestrian loop trail 
from the parking lot to the existing viewing platform (Figure 2-3 in the Bridalveil Fall EA). Most of the 
trail would be located in upland areas. Portions of the pedestrian trail would be elevated to cross an 
intermittent wetland stream channel and the piers to support the elevated portions would likely be placed 
within the intermittent wetland channel. The park considered options to hang the elevated portions of the 
trail from nearby boulders rather than install support piers, but rejected the idea because of concerns that 
the trail would not be compatible with the Yosemite Valley Historic District and Yosemite Design 

                                                                 
1 A water resources project is any dam, water conduit, powerhouse, transmission line, or other works project under the Federal Power 

Act, or other developments, that would affect the free-flowing character of a wild and scenic or congressionally authorized study 
river. In addition to projects licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, water resources project may include dams, water 
diversions, fisheries habitat and watershed restoration, bridges and other roadway construction/reconstruction projects, bank 
stabilization projects, channelization projects, levee construction, boat ramps, fishing piers, and activities that require a section 404 
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Clean Water Act Section 404). 
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Guidelines (NPS 2011). The park’s traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups also did not 
support the idea of hanging the trail from boulders. The park also considered a completely ground-based 
trail alternative with causeways through the drainage channel. The park rejected this option was because 
it would divert natural water flows and direct them through culverts, and a large amount of ground 
disturbance would be required in a relatively pristine environment. 

Actions Outside the Bed and Banks of Bridalveil Creek 

Comfort Station and Parking Lot. The existing comfort station with four vault toilets at the parking lot 
would be replaced with a new comfort station with flush toilets (14 stalls) in the same general area. 
Utilities to service the comfort station would connect to the main lines at Northside Drive near Pohono 
Bridge, requiring approximately 1 mile of trenching or directional drilling in Wawona Road/Southside 
Drive. The northeast end of the parking lot would be raised a maximum of 18 inches and damaged 
culverts and headwalls would be reconstructed. 

The existing parking lot footprint would be reorganized to gain 20 to 24 parking spaces (about 80 total 
spaces including four accessible spaces). There would be a separate entrance and exit road into the 
parking lot 

Trails, Bridges, and Viewing Areas. Crews would selectively clear trees from new and existing 
viewpoints to enhance views. All new trails and pathways would be constructed to meet accessibility 
standards. . The existing trailhead at the parking lot would be moved a short distance to minimize 
ponding during high water events. A short boardwalk on the east side of the parking lot would be 
constructed over the drainage area to connect with the new gathering and viewing area. 

Bridalveil Straight. The park would designate a commercial tour bus parking area on the south side of 
Southside Drive between the intersection of Wawona Road and the east end of Bridalveil Straight. This 
area was formerly ad hoc tour bus and private vehicle parking. A gathering area with views of Bridalveil 
Fall and El Capitan, approximately 2,700 sq ft in size, would be added on the south side of Southside 
Drive. Less than 10 trees would be selectively removed to enhance the view of El Capitan. 

ANALYSIS 

The effects of the proposed water resources actions within the Merced River corridor are outlined in 
Table B-1. 
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 b
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 b
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, f
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 d
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 c
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w
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 b
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 c
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at
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 b
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 b
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 d
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, C
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 c
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ee
 o

r 
no

t. 
A

ft
er

 tr
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 m
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l b
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f r
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 p
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 p
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. D
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t r
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, c
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 d
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 b
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 m
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 c
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ee

s 
le

ss
 th

an
 1

5-
in

ch
-i

n-
di

am
et

er
 - 

5 
fe
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 c
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 D
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 d
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 d
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 r
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 C
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m
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at
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w
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 d
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 b
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 r
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 d
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 b
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l o
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 b
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 p
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l c
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e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

or
k 

lim
its

.  
 

D
o 

no
t c

ut
 w

he
el

s 
or

 m
ak

e 
sh

ar
p 

tu
rn

s 
w

ith
 w

he
el

ed
 o

r 
tr
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ro
ys

 o
r 

in
ju

re
s 
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 b
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 d
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R
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t c
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 b
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at
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ra
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 b
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t c
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 c
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 p

ro
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l b
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DETERMINATION OF NO IMPAIRMENT 

BRIDALVEIL FALL REHABILITATION PLAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT 

April 2018 

This document evaluates and determines whether the Selected Action in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation 
Environmental Assessment (Bridalveil Fall EA) will result in impairment to park resources or values. This 
evaluation is directed by provisions of the National Park Service (NPS) Organic Act of 1916 (16 U.S. Code, 
Section 1) and the NPS General Authorities Act of 1970 (16 U.S. Code Section 1A-1), including 1978 
amendments. Per NPS Management Policies (2006) Section 1.4.5, an impact is more likely to constitute 
impairment when it affects resources and values whose conservation is: 

necessary to fulfill specific purposes identified in the establishing legislation or proclamation 
of the park 

key to the natural or cultural integrity of the park or to opportunities for enjoyment of the 
park 

identified as significant in the park’s general management plan or other relevant NPS planning 
documents 

An impact is less likely to constitute impairment when it is an unavoidable result of a necessary action to 
preserve or restore the integrity of park resources or values and it is not possible to mitigate the effects. Park 
resources and values subject to the no-impairment standard include: 

the scenery, natural and historic objects, and wildlife of the park, and the processes and 
conditions that sustain them. This includes, to the extent present in the park, the ecological, 
biological, and physical processes that created the park and continue to act upon it; scenic 
features; natural visibility, both in daytime and at night; natural landscapes; natural 
soundscapes and smells; water and air resources; soils; geological resources; paleontological 
resources; archeological resources; cultural landscapes; ethnographic resources; historic and 
prehistoric sites, structures, and objects; museum collections; and native plants and animals 
appropriate opportunities to experience enjoyment of the above resources without impairing 
resources 

the park’s role in contributing to the national dignity, the high public value and integrity, the 
superlative environmental quality of the national park system, and the benefit and inspiration 
provided to the American people by the national park system 

additional attributes encompassed by the specific values and purposes for which the park was 
established 

DESCRIPTION OF PARK PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1864, the U.S. Congress passed landmark legislation that granted to the State of California the Yosemite 
Valley and the Mariposa Big Tree Grove (Act of June 30, 1864, 13 Stat., 325). Both areas were set aside “. . . for 
public use, resort, and recreation . . . inalienable for all time.” In fall of 1890, Congress created Yosemite 
National Park, directing the Secretary of the Interior to provide for the “preservation from injury of all timber, 
mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or wonders … and their retention in their natural condition (26 Stat. 650).” 
The act excluded Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa Big Tree Grove, leaving them under the jurisdiction of the 
state of California. A Joint Resolution of congress in June 1906 accepted the transfer of Yosemite Valley and the 
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Mariposa Big Tree Grove from the state of California to the federal government, subject to the provisions in the 
1890 act. 

AMENDING THE 1980 YOSEMITE GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

In 1980, the National Park Service completed a General Management Plan (1980 GMP) for Yosemite. The plan 
has five broad goals: 

Reclaim priceless natural beauty 
Markedly reduce traffic congestion 

Allow natural processes to prevail 
Reduce crowding 
Promote visitor understanding and enjoyment 

In 1984, the California Wilderness Act (98 Stat. 1632) officially designated segments of the Tuolumne River in 
Yosemite National Park as components of the national wild and scenic rivers system. The designated segments 
of the river include 54 of the 62 miles of the river within the boundaries of Yosemite National Park, including 
both of the river’s primary forks, the Dana and Lyell forks, but excluding the 8-mile segment through Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir. 

NO IMPAIRMENT DETERMINATIONS FOR THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE 

Under guidelines promulgated by the October 2011 NPS National Leadership Council, Memorandum L7615 
(2310), non-impairment determinations must include a discussion for each impacted analyzed in detail within 
the Bridalveil Fall EA. The discussion should pertain to park resources and values. Per the guidelines, it is not 
necessary to include visitor experience, socioeconomics, public health and safety, environmental justice, land 
use, park operations, or similar topics or concerns in the impairment discussion. 

Soils and Geology 

Yosemite is an outstanding example of major stages of the earth’s geologic history and the geologic processes 
that formed the Sierra Nevada. The park encompasses geologic features including high alpine peaks, sheer 
cliffs, massive granite domes, and expansive wilderness. Yosemite Valley contains three of the largest exposed 
granite monoliths in the world – El Capitan, Half Dome, and Mount Watkins. The Selected Action in the 
Bridalveil Fall EA will not materially affect the world-renowned geological formations of Yosemite National 
Park.  

Project implementation will not require import or removal of substantial amounts of rock or other earth 
products. All earth-moving activities will remain within the work limits defined in site plans. Crews will salvage 
and replace topsoil. The NPS will deploy signage, fencing, and formal access points to direct visitors to 
established routes and trails, away from sensitive soils. The Selected Action will result in local, short-term, soil 
erosion, soil compaction, and displacement of soil and boulders. The new loop trail will reduce informal 
trailing and associated soil erosion and compaction in natural areas. 

In summary, the project will avoid or minimize impacts to soils to the extent possible. While some localized 
construction-related adverse effects to soil resources will occur, the project will preserve and protect soils and 
geologic resources and the purpose, mission, and significance of the park. 
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Hydrology, Floodplains and Water Quality 

Bridalveil Fall and the braided channels of Bridalveil Creek form the centerpiece of the Bridalveil Fall 
Rehabilitation EA project area. Bridalveil Fall is a prominent waterfall in Yosemite Valley, which contains many 
of the world’s highest known waterfalls. The project area is within the 100-year floodplain. Water quality is 
good and generally above state and federal standards. 

The Selected Action will result in long-term beneficial impacts to hydrology, floodplains, and water quality. 
Replacement of the existing unpleasant vault toilets with flush toilets is expected to decrease risks to water 
quality. The park will adjust the east side of the parking lot will above flood levels, improving water quality and 
wetland function. Bridges and boardwalks on trails will provide visitor access over creeks, waterways, and 
wetlands. During moderate and high flows, the expanded viewing platform will not substantially impact 
hydrologic flows more than the existing boulders and trees in the very rough alluvial fan environment. Overall, 
the project will protect and preserve hydrologic and floodplain resources, water quality, and the purpose, 
mission, and significance of the park. 

Vegetation 

The Selected Action will add 1.38 acres of new impervious surface within the project area to accommodate 
construction of the new accessible trail, comfort station, and plaza. This will be a direct loss of lower montane 
broadleaf and coniferous forest. The park will remove additional individual trees to improve vistas and remove 
selected immature conifer trees beneath mature California black oaks to enhance the health of the oak trees. 
Trees removed will not be of special status, and they represent a small fraction of the numbers of trees in the 
project area. The project will avoid or minimize impacts to vegetation to the extent possible. While loss of 
vegetation will occur to accommodate new trails and comfort station, overall, the project will protect and 
enhance vegetative resources and the purpose, mission, and significance of the park. 

Wetlands 

Under the Selected Action, the park will design and construct pedestrian pathway with elevated portions over 
wetland drainages to avoid permanent impacts to wetlands. Less than 0.10 acre of Riverine Intermittent 
wetlands would be impacted with construction of piers to support these pedestrian paths over wetland areas. 
Imported material to improve the site will be pervious material. There will be no impacts to existing wetland 
vegetation or hydrologic flows. The small viewing platform constructed to the northeast of Bridge 3 will be 
within an Ephemeral Other Waters of the U.S. This viewing area will not impact hydrophytic vegetation or 
hydrologic flows. 

Short-term impacts, including trampling, increased sedimentation, and other temporary impacts to wetlands 
may occur from construction-related activities in the project area. Adherence to mitigation measures that 
specify conditions for work near wetlands, including fencing and avoidance of aquatic habitats, will minimize 
impacts. Impacts to wetlands associated with active construction will be local, short-term, and minor or 
negligible. While some local, short-term, minor, construction-related effects to wetland resources will occur, 
overall, the project will protect wetland resources and the purpose, mission, and significance of the park. 

Wildlife 

Under the Selected Action, local, short-term construction-related impacts on wildlife will occur due to noise, 
increased human presence, and use of heavy equipment during construction activities. The park will schedule 
construction to avoid the bird and bat breeding and nesting season, conduct pre-construction surveys for 
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nesting birds so that no removal of active nests will occur, and avoid construction activities at night (or, if night 
lighting is necessary, lighting will be designed to be minimal, directed downward, and shielded). 

Additional trash cans, bear boxes, and restrooms will reduce the human impact on adjacent wildlife habitat. 
While some local, short-term, minor, construction-related effects to wildlife resources will occur, 
implementation of standard mitigation measures and avoidance procedures will reduce the potential for 
disturbance and harm to wildlife. The project will protect wildlife resources and purpose, mission, and 
significance of the park. 

Special-Status Species 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service concurs that the Selected Action may effect, but is unlikely to adversely 
affect the federally-listed California red-legged frog (CRLF). The parties reached this conclusion based on the 
following reasons: 

it is unlikely that a CRLF would disperse from the 2018 reintroduction site into the project area 

the project area does not contain suitable breeding habitat, reducing the likelihood that CRLF would 
occupy the project area 

the proposed mitigation measures further minimize or avoid potential adverse effects to the CRLF. 

Impacts to the Mount Lyell salamander during construction will largely be avoided and any adverse impacts 
will not affect the relative abundance of the local population. 

Adverse effects under the Selected Action associated with the active construction will be local, short term, and 
minor or negligible. Overall, the Selected Action will not result in impairment of special-status species in the 
Bridalveil Fall project area. 

Scenic Resources 

Under the Selected Action, short-term local impacts on scenic resources within the project area will occur 
during construction due to ground disturbance, intrusive light, presence of construction equipment/vehicles, 
and presence of personnel. The expanded viewing platform at the base of Bridalveil Fall will be visible from 
parts of the west trail, but the platform will not silhouette or block views of the fall. There will be long-term 
beneficial impacts to scenic resources as a result of selective tree thinning to enhance existing views and open 
additional viewing areas. Proposed improvements and facilities will be compatible with the Yosemite Design 
Guidelines and the setting and character of the area. Overall, the Selected Action will preserve and protect the 
scenic resources and the purpose, mission, and significance of the park. 

Historic Resources—Built Environment 

There are ten contributing resources to the Yosemite Valley Historic District (2006) within the Area of 
Potential Effects: Pohono Bridge, the Bridalveil Fall Access Road, Bridalveil Fall Trail, Bridalveil Fall Bridges 1-
3, Valley Loop Trail, Southside Drive, and two historic views. Pohono Bridge is also a contributing resource to 
the Yosemite Valley Bridges historic district (1977). With mitigation and avoidance measures in place, the 
Selected Action will result in no adverse effects on the Yosemite Valley historic district or the Yosemite Valley 
Bridges historic district. The Selected Action will not directly or indirectly alter any of the qualifying 
characteristics of the contributing historic, cultural, or archeological resources in the area of potential effects in 
a manner that will diminish their integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or 
association either individually or of the historic and archeological districts as a whole. Overall, the Selected 
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Action will preserve and protect cultural resources and the purpose, mission, and significance of the park. 

Archeological Resources 

Seven archeological sites within the Yosemite Valley Archeological District (1976) are within the Area of 
Potential Effects, and one additional historic site is potentially eligible. The Selected Action will result in no 
adverse effects on the Yosemite Valley Archeological District or ethnographic resources, with mitigation and 
avoidance measures in place. The Selected Action will not affect the use of archeological resources in the park 
to provide information on human demographics, paleoenvironmental change, cultural chronology, prehistoric 
economic systems, settlement patterns, sociocultural change, or western hemisphere obsidian studies. Overall, 
the Selected Action will preserve and protect archeological resources and the purpose, mission, and 
significance of the park. 

Historic Properties with Religious and Cultural Significance 

The NPS consulted with the seven traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups with ancestral 
connections to Yosemite National Park lands and resources throughout the design and environmental analysis 
of the Bridalveil Fall project. The park maintains consultative relationships with seven American Indian tribes 
and groups, including five federally recognized American Indian tribes. 

On May 5, 2017, the park requested tribal participation in the Bridalveil Fall Rehabilitation Project and formally 
requested identification of historic properties with religious and cultural significance that might be affected by 
the project. The park and tribes met to discuss the project on June 8, 2017, and conducted a site visit on August 
1, 2017. The NPS considered comments received from traditionally associated American Indian tribes and 
groups throughout the planning process. The Selected Action will not result in impairment of American Indian 
traditional cultural resources, including tribally-identified, eligible, and listed National Register properties. 
Traditional use sites and features important for maintaining cultural and spiritual traditions will not be altered. 
The NPS will continue to consult with traditionally associated American Indian tribes and groups throughout 
project implementation to ensure that historic properties with religious and cultural significance are not 
adversely effected. 

FINDING 

The Bridalveil Fall EA 

With implementation of the Selected Action, there are no foreseeable impacts that will result in unacceptable 
impacts to any park resource or value whose conservation is (1) necessary to fulfill specific purposes identified 
in the establishing legislation or proclamation of the park, (2) key to the natural or cultural integrity of the park 
or to opportunities for enjoyment of the park, or (3) identified in the 1980 Yosemite General Management Plan 
or other relevant NPS planning documents as being a significant resource. 

Based upon the analysis contained in the Bridalveil Fall EA, consultation required under section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  input from subject-
matter experts and others with relevant knowledge or experience,  and consideration of the results of civic 
engagement and public involvement, it is the Superintendent’s professional judgment that implementation of 
the Selected Action will result in no impairment of park resources and values. 

*** 
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