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Shelter / 
Interpretive Signage

Imagery and Sketches

These images demonstrate some 
examples of materials and design 
that would be appropriate for use in
alternatives, such as the proposed 
new visitor center in Cades Cove. 
The sketches on p. 73 related to a 
proposed visitor center are intended 
to generally represent potential 
circulation patterns and site design, 
and do no reflect a specific location 
or plan.  
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Visitor Center Images

Southeast region architecture
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Southeast region structures
examples
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Site entry experience
Screened restrooms

Major entry characteristics

Visitor Center Circulation
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  ooff  tteerrmmss

AArrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  CChhaarraacctteerr:: The distinguishing appearance
of a building or structures’s architectural features, such
as roof slope, materials, openings, massing, color, and
scale.  The character is based on ecological and cultural
influences.

AArrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  cchhaarraacctteerr  ttyyppee::    Based on ecological and
cultural influences, the architectural character definition
for a distinctive and broad geographic area. An architec-
tural character type with distinct and distinguishing fea-
tures is defined for each of eight provinces.

BBaallddss::  Southern Appalachian mountain balds are mead-
ow-like, essentially treeless openings of grasses,
sedges, forbs, and shrubs that occur above 4,000 feet in
elevation on mountain gaps, ridges and crests. When
viewed from a distance these areas appear “bald” as
opposed to the surrounding taller vegetation.

LLaannddssccaappee  CChhaarraacctteerr:: The distinguishing appearance of
a landscape’s visual and ecological factor; landscape
character is defined individual aspects of landform, cli-
mate, geology, and surface rock; water features; vegeta-
tion; color; and cultural pattern.

LLaannddssccaappee  cchhaarraacctteerr  ttyyppeess:: A subdivision of a province
having overall characteristics of the province but having
a distinguishing geographically specific landscape char-
acter.  For example, the Southern Rocky Mountain,
Northern Rocky Mountain, and Black Hills landscape
character types of the Rocky Mountain Province.

NNaattuurraallnneessss::  The level of degree of landscape of modifi-
cation and the predominance of nature versus human
alterations.

RRuussttiicc::  A historic building style generally employing
local native materials and extensive members and stone.

SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy:: An aspect of developments and land
uses that (1) minimizes the use of resources, (2)
conserves ecosystems and (3) creates healthy built
environments and landscapes for present and future
generations.

General Park facilities


