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w,ﬂ.mﬁml.P pronosed ban on cmELm :
traffic in_the Pea Island Nationaf Wildlife *~

.

- Refuge was ERB.& ‘I mp_ﬁ,ou .?:Aa&

alternoon. ;
Tha prote Bst was mede 8 the St .&&Q
Fishing Committee by Dona Milchell, vice!:

.president of- the N.C. Beacih Bizgy Asso- |

ciation. The remarks were beard 5_.5.@
the 31st ‘Annual noncgsg of. Qm M. 0
Wildlife Federation. - h o i3

- Mitchel! sa'd the propesed bad was dis-
criminatefy because It was %m?& B.«Ea
vehicle traffic erly. . .. " ..

He prezented a __.&.u_umeu_no the federn-":
Lion calling on the b_ﬁgﬁ; of the Inte:.

‘Eior to preserve as much, unresiricted

beach as passible, to ireat all beach uzer
equitably -and to hold a publiz hezricg in
Dare Couaty to m.bEE factars leading to
the ban, . .

<Jehnny Willlarns, manzger of the -,Q.rm
submilted. the proposal. The refuge is lo-' !
cated In Cana Matoran Nallanal Fr.._.:u:

- nesting bahital-of teims sud:

- Gie Ul ainian-Pilot
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‘.5.@ aﬁﬂa}s objec m

753 = : e _uoz: vite- F.E :Eo above E them
.. 2 iy e - boundary., co
B n.rmm P ﬁokamnh‘ oo During the past 20°ysars, kird nomo.unu

“on the :WEmm have varlzd from 0 o & ¥
1975 there wire four Saam.,. viith 900 ad-

HQ._: mﬁm .mvmmw 3 7. . .....“.. , .:_ » c:.m . e S ."

?ﬁ.. ...\_“_m \vﬁa smmqwa. 2l ERERY) mF.. 3 p,m ﬁm 55 : m:.am 1370 the r<fuga recorded 85 natisral
(R : ,“ T et ; .- tarile eravwls and 21 matera) movs, Sioea
.S Ea.& % ﬂw unfair jor sevs veit recsons,” i 1972 81 arsts hava bomn broaght In Grom,
y B4 R i Mitekell ,nmﬂ_m omain National Scrshere 2:d 3,20

hatenlings relensed into the oo

TR mb

E. 20 nmn cent- ».: %Pa :..i fromMey 15, E :t same paided,

zLo_ ah m..nw 0., . RS

Williams’ reasony were {9 Eoﬂmr. the
lazgerhezd E..
tles.- .:r. deaisig wwould aifaet ouly buath
vahicles and not wall-over Araific,

Mitcheli c2id"in his text-*While clezrly
fecezaizing 463t providing wildlife v at
iz c:.. rimary:cejcitive offsuch a telate
as ws.ﬁ_n‘a « -« we submlt "ot Lhe w_mm
Island closure proposal,:as’submitted,
unsownd end unfair, for several reasens." o
- Miteniel eald froim hay 15 through Sope,

20 1R :.: wiuloimn mamaadad wne bas 0 AAD

-, ters, there has been no recordad change

; e o .- Mitchell said Gefore bls g)2ceh that his
the refuge recoided €8,- . association agreed some manali 2reas

N =

*.250 dsys of human nse, of which 1B-per. - should ba clased-to a)l traific _.vxnﬁm.
cent eniered by vehicles. they. are fragile, senzitive areaz. Bul thay

4 be perrnanently clos2d ? ﬁ.u. -

- . shou!
Ho dico nc::j% ihat Hie ban wruld

Mitchel? said “Public aces &rs .*_a.n,.ns.. ona’

‘urresiricted since e refnge estabished i paya an econcriie impact on the Cuter
" 1 Ry
1533, Althogh tremendnus ineresios F.S. Banls. He said “Peopic will huve ra wizy

gceurred in both off-rozd vehivies and vzl 4o gy wiiat 2reas are clased to the!lr ree-

g [} i o ma
the constituescy of the refuge. Infzct, 1975 MMUMMW,MW_MW %1_“..“_..& oy ddve hdeds
was a record year for the refugoe<sin birds, o .
turtles, visitcrs and vehicles.”

o L . : has been added to ihe refuge zince 1533,
The proposed ban would begln &k the . and provides habitats for snow geese,
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- An additlonal 25,700 acres of water frea’
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SUGGESTED LETTEZAS : , W77

Please try to put the following ideas in your own vords, along with any other
ideas you want to express. Don't simply tell the man you're opposed to the idea,
give hinm something specific to do and a reason for dolng it.

The Honorable Thomas S. Klappe
Secretary of the Interior

Deax lr. Sccretaryx

I am opposed to the proposed closure of ‘Pea Tsland hational Wildlife
Refuge in Horth Carolina, "In closing 12 miles of ocean beach to beach vehicles
during the simmer months, T feel that the refuge manager is! askincr too’ much,
since the neoting areas involve only about one mile., - u__' ﬁu?

While I am a conservationist I do not think: it is fair:to: one
group of users’to exclude them from thm besch ‘when yeoﬂle oﬂ foot can Ao mars
damage than people passing by in véhieles., 2
I am concerned tHaf closlnﬂ 12 nllee of Pea Islani Hould teni to_

concentratp too many vehicles in the few remaininb areas of Capa Hatterae
National Seashore.

befote -a.'Ll Hu);, ik (,LOHul'\‘ do iz I.e "u,(u,s, .L NODJO. 'iKt‘ 0“" vou to
h’_‘ld I‘\‘llnn nl\ E“hl_.\\:ﬂ’s' ll\“ru _"n rn II:.’H.)'AA""T‘LA) ..11'\ A? T..‘ w~n |n1|1||u;. r‘ 'LL\'\ “" A'.hl?.
Fish & ¥ildlife Seavice should fully eyplaln ‘its reasons for uropoeinr the
closure, and I think the National Rark Service should explain to the publlic

Just how this closure will affect othsr areas of the Seashore._
| Sincerely yours,

/ signed /

In addition to sending the above to the qecretary of the Intnr¢or, ue suggest
that you write your Congressman and Senators, asking. them to call upon ‘the Secretary
to hold public hear¢ngs. Give them your reasons, just-as in the first ‘three

paragraphs above, znd conclude by asking your Congressional Delegation to call upon
the Secretary to hold the public hearings.

FOR OUTER BANKS RESIDENTS ; E
Followlng arse members of the Northscarolina Deiegation to whom you:should write

The Honorable Walter.B. Jones -The Honorable Robexrt Morgan
United States House of Representatives United States Senate:
Washington, D.C. 20005 _ Washington, D;e. 20005

The Hénoryable Jesse Helms
Unlted States Senate
" Washington, D.C. 20005
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Box 71 Point Harbor, N.C. 27964
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The Manager of the Pea Island Nationazl Wild1ife Refuge has subnitted his long=
arvaited closurs- proposal to the Fish & Wildlife Sexvice: It is expscted to appsar in
the Fedewnl Regleter (Uncle Sznn's legal newspaper) by Harch 1 £

This closure xould ban beach vehlcles fren a point oprosite the Coaat Cuaxd
staticn near the scuth point of Ofegon Inlet somé 12 miles south to-a’'point about
half a. mile.fron thc reflge boLndary= at the villaege of Rudanthe. T would not ban
anyone e¢lse from thz beach, just bzzch viehicles.

The clogurs pzricd this year would be from Mzy 15 to Sepiembsx )O, almed at
protecting nesting sites for shor@birds such zg the lezst taern and loggerhead turtles

OfIiCGlB and dircctors of NGBBA have studied this proposat in detail, and sent
NCBBA Vico~President Donn ifitchell to the annual meeting of the North: Carolina Wildll
Federation in Raleligh last week to seek suprort in fighting the closure.

The Ansision to Tight the o2lasnze uze wode cm'ly Mo poighling corcervation need

el nd e v -
z.g_i"...,. UL PEIIoI: 2l SESAYESs Lo UAsE Lins e U(.H e aluer HFJ_%_L[\_] ner what preps arxn

really needed to protect bind and -tuatls negting sites. Since we are concernzd with
211l of the Cuter Banks, and sincc this closurse woula affect the most heavily used

axrea rorth of Care Point, wae also convidered the impzct on other areas. We base our
- protost on the following:

~-=The closure would ban vehicles from 12 miles of beach to protect
nesting ereas which altogether involve less than ono mile of beagh.

---The closures would be discriminatory, since it would leave nesting
areas 0p=n to pedestrian traffic and would bar only ona class-of user.

--~The closure would have severe impact and create over-use on other
beaches of the Cape Hatteras Natdonal Seashors still remaining open.

~-=The' closure nould have a ecrious adverse: impact on the economy of
the Oute; Banks.

The North Carolina Wildlife Federaticn, composed of mémber clubs scrosas the
State, passed a resolution calling upon the Secrstary of the Interior to hold
public hezrings in Dare County and in Washington, D.C. Because of the vital
importance of this resolution, we have reproduced it in full in this newsletter.
Please read this resolution carefullv, since it reflects not only the policy of
RCBBA but now the policy of the North Carolina Wildlife Federation as well.

We have also reproduced one of the news articles which appearsd in the Norfolk

Virginian-Pilot, since it accurately summarizes the issue and the steps belng taken
b_‘f NCBEA.

Finally, we have included suggested language for a letter for you to write to

the Secretary of the Interior and members of your Congressional Delesgation. Put the
letter in your own words, but by all means write,




RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE 315T ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NORTH CAﬁOLINA
WILDLIFE FEDERATION, RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA, FEBRUARY 1L, 1976.

WHERBAS the ocean beaches of North Caroline are becoming increasingly
crovded with developments ranvlng from private coutages and ocean piers
to protected Federal swimming beaches and campgrounds, AND

VHEREAS, the thousands of sportsmen who fish from over-sand vehicles are
entlfled to legitimate use of these beaches when this does not pose an
unreasonable conflict with other uses, AN@

WHEREAS tne Nanager of the Pea Island Latlopal Wildlife Refuge proposns
an. almost total summer exclusion of vehicles over a great length of
public beach to protect is olatea and limited shore-bird nps+1nﬂ arsag,

WE HEREBY RE°OLVB that all closures be restrlcted to 11m1ted and clezrly
jdentified areas, and that every effort should be made by the U. S.

Department. of the Interior to preserve as much.open, unrestricted beach
as p0551ble when this does mot: confllct w1th effechﬂve wildlife manace—

AJ‘\.—AL U

WE FURTHER RESOLVE that all besach users be treated equitably, and that
if beach vehicle passage is prohibited to protect nesting areas, those
nesting areas should also be posted to exclude pedestrian traffic when
necessary, and that the purpose, duration and authorlby for each closure
be clearly posted with aeppropriate public notice ASTD

WHEREAS, due to the already Qeverely limited area in which over—sand
vehicles may use ocean beaches, any: closure will have an adverse effect
on many pegople throughout the Nation, VE. lHﬁDEquE CALL upon. the Sec-:
retary of the Interior to hold a pub]lc hearing, with no less than 30

: days advance public notice, to. thoroughly ‘examine the factors leading:
to the refuge manzger's decision, its impact on othker public beaches,
and to weigh public sentiment toward this decision. We ask that a .
public hearing be held in Dare County, North Carolina and in Washington,
D. C., in.a facility sufficiently large to accomodate ‘those who wish

to appear, and also that the -National Park. Service be prepared tc respond
to the.question of impact of such a decision on adjacent Federal lands.
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By JEANETTE DAVIS
+ Vlrginian-Pllat Corressundent

RALEIGH—A proposed ban on vehicle
traffic in the Pea Island Natisna! Wiidiife
Refuge was protested in Raleigh .:FG&Q
alternoon.

The protest was made to lhe:Salt Watér
Fishing Committee by Denn Mitehell, vice .

president of the N.C. Beach Bug gy-Aszo--

ciation. Tha remarks were heard . E.E_n
the 31st Annual Convention of the z
Wildlife Federation.

Mitchell said the'proposed ban was ¢
criminatory because it was direcled, 8 war
vehicle 5:5 only. :

He E.mwm?ma a resolution to the{edzra-
tion calling on the Unnuz:.:..a” of the Inte-

_rior to preserve as muci ::8?:23

beach as possible, to treat all bieach use

equitzbly and to haid a public _,.n,.:__a 5 :

Dare County to examine factors leac

the baa. g

Johnny_Williama, manager of thic refuge
submitted the proposal. The refuge iz mo.
cated in Cape Hatleras Natiorial Seashore

.and the: ban would callfor n_omsa 12 E__cm

Clisshe 9.35:8_? ivig g5
-as'Pex Island . . we sibmit that the,Pea

=,

}\NW\ J\.\.%ﬂ.\m\\kn\r\ \\\nv .

. “While clearly recogrn
wildlife habifat is the

.h« e L.@“ prey sding

primary ebjective o.\.

such a refuge as Pea {3
that the Pea fsland QRE:S as sibin
unsound end unfair for szseral reasons.” :

anda, wa .mm?a:n
~ -

ll

«

—— Mitchell

AS €Y an

or 8 per cent of accan [ront fram May 15
through Sept. 30. :

> Wiliiams' rcasons were to protect the
nesting habitat of terns and _nu.mmESn tur-
tles.. The closing weuld affeut orly beach -
vehicles ard: nat walk-over trallic,

3:28: said-in-hls: foxt. #Whilezclearly z

o_,._}:n S_LE( hitat

ol asréfuge

cogiizing {hat

Asland: closure  proposal,: as submitfed,
unsound and-unfair:for. séveral r c@uw._m....

‘M itéhell: :sai {rota ha 9il5 “throuzh Sept.
30,1973 -thie .refuge reeceded vse by 2,950

,ﬁ:s_mm. an-average.cf 25 um—. eé maz..o

bt same period, the refuze recorded mm -
20) days of hisnan use, of which 16 per
ci it entared by vehicles.

Mitchell said “Public accass had bean
rrcsirictad since the refuge established in
i6:3. :ruc.ﬁs tremendous iRcreaszs have
ceeerred: inSalh o:-nok_ weliiclesznd visi-
fors, there.h: s bean no recorded a:u: in
the eonstitiency of the refuse. Tn fact, Sum
a5 a recard jear for Hie —.c:_mmlz birds,
{uziles, <1ze.m m._n_ venicles,”

The Eo Ommm ban waiild.begin at the
iattheast boundary of thie Cozst o,_ma sta-
tizn at enmmg Inlet and continue to a

vo_: c:..._:.: E__m mgé :Emo::,nz.,
cop.a_.i 3

Duiring the ?mﬂ 20 w.mua bird colcdies
on:tlie refige have varied from 0 to 4.In
1975 there;were four colonics witli 520 2d-

ults.

Since 1970 the réfuge recorded €6 natural
turtie crawls and. 24 natural nests. Since
1672, 91 nests have boen brought in from
Cage Remain National Seashore and 3,650
halehl; ings released into the ocean.

Mitchs!l szid before his speech that his
association agrced some-marsh arcas
should Le closed to all traffic “‘because
they are [ragile, sensilive arcas. But they
should be permancntly clased lo every-
ahe.” He alse contends that the ban would
have an economic impact on the Quler
Banks. He said “Peaple will ave no way
to know wliat areas are closed to their rec-
reation vebicles until they dtive hundreds
of milcs to get here.”

. An additional 23,700-acres of water area
has been added to the refuge since 1938
and provides habitats for snow gecse,
brant, Canada geese, Gucks, “siicre birds,
s:_m.u:nm::w.
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By JEANETTE-DAVIS
{ \firginian-Filnl Cnrreapa:.\d:m

" RALEIGH—The Salt Water Fishi
- Committee of the X. C. Wildlije ?gé\;:ag
tion hg}s‘ummmgus)y accepted-arresolution
-opposing: the ban of beach bilzeies on the
Pea Island National wildlife Refuge.

NS 2:Lo T
R Y E-OF PEA 1SLAND _
A group of Quiet Barks surf lishermen s £)

\{ ﬁq'

?ea Esland Refuge' \/ h@@"‘//"?/\/ ‘/’//1»67': ,f;/ﬂ-;

TESep

e
tj’ 4 R TFR 3R

" The action was taken Thurscay at the
Iedera :on 's con\'eniaon he e'It \\as

'l\htchdl of i ‘\ags 1 (i d vice
i = )1'\. i
the N: C. Beach:Bugay Ascociah;n L

The resolution, -Which was:
: ! won, ch we ,ad_o ted,
_asked the U. S. Interior Dcpi’ttrﬁ_e%i ?(;

)/:s

. has pledged & l\ﬂht apainst a propcsﬂ ta
close 90 per coril of the Pea Island Nation-
- .. al Wildlife Refuge to berch buggies.

Supporting the stznd of theé North Caroli-
na Beach Bugg¥ Ascociztion is the Worth.

_* Carolina W ildlife Federation which decid-
. o b ed last wesk lo endorse thie fisherinen's

call for hearings on the proposal

Hu.u"e olficials have asked the U.S. Fish G AR GG

and Wildlife Service to close
xlay 16 through

i Sept. 30 to pmtecr nesis of terns and lov-

" {he Pea lsland béach from

gel head turtles.

12 miles of

~ and:lo-hold a public hc_rm"

* +tion. I'feelicarifie

QI] (1

\../\_.z,;"

@Z?‘@

precene as- much unrcctnc ad ’M'h as”
[ =

possible; to-{rezt beach users

ty, en-the:proposed. ban

_ Mitchell said the onh change agded
a request that a heamw ke B2l in \‘.’:5'2-

© -inglen: also; with. the “date of the hearizz
3

“to; be 58t by the lntetwr Department,

"I m much encnurad d iy n

mous: SUpPOrt: ‘ol the: N Cc &‘.:Ltflce}uem"
nt “ TR R

vith the Daparticat of uwéLIE'ulBL—L-cS o
this’ u.ut.r res inded: or modided, 1 t‘”'_"
wergot-Unanirtious :rp,)rc»al i Rateizh ba-
catise we'havesa. goed, solid-case,” Mitel
s:ud l-rxday .8 i chet

 Theibin of meﬁ » '
of vehicular tr'mc alens 09

Eent cftheirehige: bcechtrﬂm was nro"-\?ei

¥ Jchr*y o s 1a
faze. Witliaras Said tise ban
prutent nd nests of terne 3nd iy
turties. Th:e bon wou!

uld

to Sept 30. hei c'

ftel diey 13

Mllcheil said, howey :
| er, tnat in 19
refuge had: its hl.a‘-l‘.'.bt use lt'v \e‘-‘lc.lecs’ ltal-‘

. ~also its: heaviest uze by Loth, t!*e terns and

the turtles. -,

lhghbt__ch_ellkzmd his 2ssociatisa ceaterd that
; an.would be discriminatory, since it '
is directed 'at vehicles only. v

‘Pea Island National: Wil

clife Refuze is
Cape Hatteras Nauonal\ueu_hor ;; g\lor:t:
Caxohna 's Outer Banks. ‘

DRl oty e e T i =~

Donn S. Mitcheil of Nags Head saxd hs
group opposes’ the pian because it-would
.apply only t0 beach vehicles and not to

* those who might-walx over the sand dunes.

- o i Those: who; walk over the duncs pose a
greater threat to the birds and turtles be-
cause the bun"m net cn tha beactionly by
approved ramps, hn said. “The proposed
closure would afiect only ticach vehicles—
not the walk-ov er-the-dune \mtor who is
bird watching, sightseeing or souvenir col-

! lecting: not the “walkin fisherman who may

. park directly in front of 2 nest and not the
rambunctious chilitan, and dous who roam
the dunes and \eﬂetauon. he said.




_ NCEBA
(Continued from Page One)’

lhe past 20 years: bird colonies
.nunbered from zero lo fou'
“with four colonies of 9\10 adu]ts,
. in 1975. :

. He, .added: lhat,. “in recent
years tern nests have. averaned

Sldmmers numbnred 200 in mld-
_simmer 1975 and.:othér birds -

- such;- as lhe sandpipers, san- - s

derhngs turnston(_s ele., hav
;avgraged 3:000.0ver. six years."
- The number ofibéach vehieles

"m the 139 -day. penod during

Whlcll the, birds and: lurﬂes were
“counted numbered '1 900, 'an.

.. pereent c[ the\vm_tor use during

- J61;B2Y hnurs of vmltqr use wcre

average of 28 per day, en a 12

mile stretch.
“The Refuge recards also

‘show duning this same 1975

peried that there were 66,200

~use days_of hwmidan vse — of

which only 12,630 or 18 perceat
entered via ve}nc]cs leaving B2

Lshem-en accounkcd'for 87
perc"nl of lhe totdl time. “Thus,

Mltcrell “in‘a fur (her point,

-.said that *‘coupled with closures

in the surrounding Cape Hat-
teras National Seashore, this
refuge ciosure wodld resi in
only some 16 ’T‘nnr»s of open
boncti ta veh l\,. ""' (rattic vt of
a tot2) 72 miles undar Federal
Junsdncllon

"“This Refuge closure wuuld

: conslitule .42.5 percenl of the

beach open lo vehicles in 1975

‘and would concentrate the

C e mismp o w

increasing number of off-road
vehicies in the few remaining
open aregs — leading to serious
over-use, with possible damage
to the environment and then
resultant closure of those areas
since their carrying capacity
would have been exceeded.”
Stressing that the manager of

. the Pea 1sland Refluge proposes
" to "“close 90 percent of the ocean
. “beach to protect an aggregate of
. less than one mile of nesting

area,” Mitchell called for

pedestrians should he also.

— The Secretary of the In-
terior should .hold a putlic
hearing to examine the factaors
leading to the Refuge
manager's decision, the hearing
to be held in Dzre County’ and
the Park Service to be present
to respond to the question of
impact of such a decision on
adjacent Federal lands.

adoption of a resolution by the

N. C. Wildlife Federation.
The resolution calls {or:

. — Preservation of as much

‘

open unrestncted beach as
possible.
— If vehicles are prohnbxled




“Thé Coastland Times

February 12, 1976

RECBBA @zpoces Pe _@E@saai
[teduce Beuch Closere

- A move to elose’ lo beuch ' A_ssocnatxon presented a
buggxes 12 miles' 'of ocean front " 'sta mcnt fro-n the .

‘in. " the Pea’ Island V.xldllfc.‘
Refuge has taken a repres ":
_tativé’‘of the North Carolina-

.....

- Beach: ’Buggy “Association’ to ©7

‘Raleight to» .k‘before the 3ist -
_annual conventjon of, the N'
Wlldln[e Fnderatxon :

Dorm 7S I\Illchell of Nags R
Héad, " NCBDA vxce presu_ent_‘ Cay
chalrman of the NLBBA BARER TS

Tasl\ Force and pvesxdent of the
Outer Banks Preservauon

E Fer

o, -1
i ———
B

org nization this rnormng, Feb.
‘12 ‘before the Federatlon'
‘delegates. )
“The manager of ‘the Pea
Isl‘and

Nr:ltlonal “wildlife
“located: 'within the
ofithe Cape Hatteras
éqhoxe ‘on  North
ter Banks, has’
mltted'to the.U.-,‘S Fnsh and
Wildlife Service the draft-
documents calling for closure of
12 miles of the Refuge beach
from May 15 through Sept. 30,

-+ 1976,"" Mitchell's statement -

opens.
The reason for the closure is

s "~ Xl o P el -
e p[‘lﬁ:uuuu “UL I neaudiR

- habitat tor the least tern and
. loggerhead turtle.

- a nest;

The closure would affect

" beach buggies only, not “the.
walkover-the-dune visitor who

is bird watching, sightsceing or
souvenir collecting; not _the
walk-in fisherman who may
park his gear directly in front of
and not- the ram-
bunclious children and dogs

'who roam the dunes and
. vegetation ‘stretching their

-legs’ during a rest stop at one of

. the visitor

parking areas

provided in the . Refuge,”

‘'Mitcheil said in his statement.

He gqioted a statement of .

‘ policy from the Departinent of

the Interior, made Aug. 13, 1975,
It read, “'It is not the intent of
the Department of Interior or of
the National Park Service to
discriminate against surf
fishing and concomitant off- .
road vehicle use."”

Mitchell noted the number of
bird colonies on lhe Reluge and .
the number of turtle crawls. Of

_lhe latter, since 1970 there have

been 66 natural crawls and 24

" natural nests. He said that in

Sce NCBBA, Page 2A
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United States Department of the Interior

PN

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/RT

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Teagué
1.208 Manzanita Drive
Santa Paula, California 93060

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Teague: : ' it e

Thank you for your August 17 letter supporting the DcpeLtnent of th._

Interior's decision on limiting vehicular travel 6n B.;ch Bay’ natlonal-n oo
" Wildlife Refuge. The courts have upheld the Department's position en
this issue and Assistant Secretary Reed recently hailed the courfs .- o
decision as "reconfirming ‘that first priority w:Lll be 01\’en to the '

prr_servatlon of -wildlife on national mldln_fe refuges.'

The refuge staff and regional office personnel are preseuntly preparing
an envirenmental assessment concerning reoulatlons limitinz vehicular
QCUEsS On ine hedches nT Fea (stand Natjopal uiLﬁ%ﬁFﬁ Refuaa,
Regulations to this effect are cutrently being tonsideted by the Fish
and Wildlife Service. A final decision will not be reached until the
public has had an opportunity to comment on the proposed action.

.We appreciate your intercst and support for the needed regulations at
both Back Bay and Pea Island Refuges.

‘Sincerely yours,

S S
. : ' {564) Gorden T. Wirhlingele
! i _Director
CONSERVE .
/5 \IHERICA'S Rezional Director, Atlamta, Ga.

ENERGY

!
N\

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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July 15, 1975

Nathaniel. Reed

Assistant Secretary of Interior for
Fish, Wildlife & Parks

U.S. Department of the Interio:r

Dear uOCtLLaYy Rocd

'

RCCtl ly )our )ruuWailonv ]1m3L1ng tOdCh'“ﬂCOﬂb in Rack

‘Bayl.atlonal Wildlife R..fuge cwere upheld by dhe Fouwith :€ircuit

U.S. Court of Appeals. ' le Lcrc.dmong those envimenmantal groups
supporting you in court. '

o Me Now. A2iish t@ bring io.your-attention'afcompntaole
problom revavding the heaches of Lhe Pea Island (W.C.) Kakional
WiiGlifio RenkgS, waskc iyous Lmuuct7-ﬁ'nefugc Pl nsios o in
Willisamson (see at:tached) is engaged in defending wildlife nest
ing avcas from “the ravzges of beaclh bucgy enthusiasts.:

: There are plenty of beaches on the Quicr Banks wvhere
beach buggiecs are allowed. Tor .atany of Lhe same reasens you
restricted beach traffic in the Back Bay Refuge,” we urge you
to do the same at Pea Island. The Pea Island situaticon shoula
be even easier for you to royulaie since the arguments of those
who would ravage the Refuyge beaches with heach bugaies purely
for recrecational purposes are not nearly as comwpelling as these

vho alloce need to use the hach for vehicular accoess to pro-

pexrty zouth of Rack Bay.

-

Sincerely,

(1:2 241 P

William A, Butler
Washincton Counsel

cc: FE.U. Curtis BEohlen
Deputy fiss't. ~ccvcrazy for Fish,
'\:ild]]: & arvs
U.S. Dep aeronL of the Interior
Washington, R.C. 20240
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