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 FAQ – Camping and Boating Fee Changes




What are the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park (BLCA) and Curecanti National Recreation Area (CURE) managers proposing to do?

The parks’ leadership team has identified through comparability studies that the parks’ fees are not well aligned with the fees charged by nearby campgrounds or nearby lakes and reservoirs and proposes to increase fees to be better aligned with other, campgrounds, lakes, and reservoirs. 

Why are fees being increased?

The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA) authorizes the National Park Service to collect fees at recreation sites and for recreational amenities.  Part of the legislation calls for periodic re-evaluation of these fees to assure that the NPS does not undercut other nearby recreation sites for similar services and amenities.  If fee-comparability studies indicate fees are too low or too high, park managers are required to propose fees changes that bring fees into the competitive range.  BLCA and CURE fee staff members have recently completed comparability studies for campground and boating fees and found that they are too low, and the leadership team is therefore proposing to bring fees into the competitive range.

When will fees change?

The park is required to seek public input on fee changes, and to seek approval from regional and national leadership.  As a result, camping fees will not increase until early in calendar year 2024, probably in January.  Boating fees will not increase until May 2024, at the earliest.

Where are camping fees going to change?

Fees would increase at individual and group campsites at both parks. The table immediately below summarizes these changes.

	Curecanti Daily Camping

	
	Current Camping Permit
	Current Fee

	All campgrounds
	Standard, non-electric site
	$16.00

	
	Electrical hook-up
	$6.00

	
	Proposed Camping Permit
	Proposed Fee

	[bookmark: _Hlk137110426]Stevens Creek, Ponderosa, Dry Gulch, Red Creek, and East Portal Campgrounds
	Standard, non-electric site
	$20.00

	Elk Creek (except Loop D), Lake Fork, and Cimarron
	Standard, non-electric site
	$24.00

	Loop D in Elk Creek
	Electrified site
	$34.00

	Black Canyon Daily Camping

	
	Current Camping Permit
	Current Fee

	All campgrounds
	Standard, non-electric site
	$16.00

	
	Electrical surcharge at electrified sites
	$6.00

	
	Proposed Camping Permit
	Proposed Fee

	North Rim Campground
	Standard, non-electric site
	$20.00

	South Rim Campground Loops A and C
	Standard, non-electric site
	$20.00

	South Rim Campground Loop B
	Electrified site (including electrical hook-up)
	$34.00

	Curecanti Daily Group Camping

	
	Current Camping Permit
	Current Fee

	East Elk Creek Group Campsite
	Up to 50 individuals
	$53.00

	Red Creek Group Campsite
	Up to 20 individuals
	$28.00

	
	Proposed Camping Permit
	Proposed Fee

	East Elk Creek Group Campsite
	Up to 50 individuals
	$100.00

	Red Creek Group Campsite
	Up to 20 individuals
	$60.00



Where are boating fees going to change?

Boating fees would increase on Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal Reservoirs. The table immediately below summarizes these changes.






	Curecanti Boating


	
	Current Permit
	Current Fee

	Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal Reservoirs
	2-day
	$4.00

	
	14-day
	$10.00

	
	Annual
	$30.00

	
	Proposed Permit
	Proposed Fee

	Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal Reservoirs
	1-7 Days
	$20.00

	
	Annual
	$50.00



How can I pay for camping and boating permits?
Campground fees will continue to be collected through recreation.gov for reservable sites at Elk Creek, Lake Fork, and South Rim campgrounds.  Scan-and-pay and iron rangers (an “iron ranger” is a tamper-resistant fee drop station) will be available at Stevens Creek, Ponderosa, Cimarron, and East Portal campgrounds. Iron rangers will be exclusively used at first-come, first-served campsites at Dry Gulch, Red Creek, Elk Creek, Lake Fork, South Rim, and North Rim campgrounds.  
Boating permit fees are currently paid at the parks’ visitor centers and on-site at boat launches (e.g. Elk Creek, Lake Fork, Iola).  Park staff are working with recreation.gov to make boating permits available on the website by the 2024 season.
What happens with the revenue from fees?
Fees fund campground and reservoir maintenance projects, site operations, and camping and boating facility upkeep and improvement. Recent projects completed at BLCA and CURE using FLREA funds include trails rehabilitation, upgrading the campground amphitheater, improvements to water, wastewater, and solid waste systems, and improvements to the CURE marina systems.
Are some fees going to remain the same?

Entrance fees for Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park will remain the same, as well as permit fees for Red Rock Canyon.  Curecanti NRA will continue to not charge an entrance fee.

How can I comment on the fee change proposals?

Comments on the proposed fee-increases can be submitted electronically on the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) website at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/BLCACUREFEES2023 from August 16th, 2023, to September XX, 2023. Written comments may be sent to: Superintendent, Curecanti National Recreation Area, 102 Elk Creek, Gunnison, CO 81230. Comments must be postmarked by September XX, 2023.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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