Public Engagement and Tribal Consultation Summary for
Extension Request for NEON Site Operations
and Infrastructure in Rocky Mountain National Park
(PEPC Project ID: 14611)

Background on NEON Tribal Consultation and Public Engagement (2010-2011)

This section provides a summary on tribal consultation and public engagement for the NEON
Relocatable Site Installation and Operation Environmental Assessment (2010-2011) which
approved the installation of NEON infrastructure on the Leiffer property in Rocky Mountain
National Park.

Tribal Consultation

In 2010, the National Park Service (NPS) conducted a round of public scoping. A scoping letter
was mailed to 33 Native American tribal contacts on November 9, 2010. There were no
responses to this notification. Public review opened November 8, 2010 and closed on
November 30, 2010. Twelve affiliated Native American tribal contacts were notified regarding
the proposed project to determine if there were any ethnographic resources in the proposed
project area and/or if tribes wanted to be involved in the environmental compliance process.

Public Engagement

In 2010, the National Park Service (NPS) conducted a round of public scoping. A scoping letter
requesting public input was mailed to 117 landowners, located within 1 mile of the proposed
tower location, and 70 additional stakeholders. These letters were mailed on November 9, 2010.
The public scoping letter was also available on the NPS Planning, Environment & Public
Comment (PEPC) website and was published in the November 2010 edition of the Allenspark
Wind, a local newspaper. There were no responses to this notification.

The environmental assessment (EA) was posted on the NPS PEPC website and was open for
public review and comment from July 9, 2011 through August 8, 2011 (30 days). Neighboring
landowners, affiliated Native American tribes and other stakeholders were notified about the
availability of the EA. At total of 170 notification letters were mailed on July 9, 2011. A press
release regarding the availability of the EA for public review and comment went to Front Range
print media outlets in Estes Park, Allenspark, Boulder, Fort Collins, Loveland and Longmont on
July 11, 2011. NPS received only one comment during the 30-day comment period. The Estes
Park League of Women Voters wrote a letter in support of the NEON project. See PEPC project
33583 for more information.

Background on NEON Tribal Consultation and Public Engagement (2022-2023)

This section provides a summary on tribal consultation and public engagement for the Extension
Request for NEON Site Operations and Infrastructure in Rocky Mountain National Park (2022-
2023). The following sections provide a summary of the comment period for this project.



Tribal Consultation

On April 24, 2023, the NPS initiated tribal consultation and emailed letters on the proposed
extension to 10 tribal partners. There were no responses to this notification.

Public Engagement

NEON hosted an open house for the public on September 27, 2022. Six members of the public
attended. In October 2022, NEON invited community members to tour the observatory site.
Thirteen community members attended the site visit on October 13, 2022, and a smaller tour for
two community members occurred one week prior as the community members’ availability did
not line up with the schedule tour time.

On behalf of the NPS, NEON emailed and mailed public notification letters to 65 community
members on May 12, 2023. This letter notified community members that the NPS was
considering the extension request and of an open comment period on the request. The NPS
published the notification letter on the NPS PEPC website. Public review opened on May 15,
2023 and closed June 2, 2023. The notification letter stated public review would close on May
29, 2023, but the NPS extended the review period to provide community members with
additional time to comment. The NPS received five correspondences during the 18-day
comment period. See the below sections and PEPC project 114611 for more information.

Public Comment Summary: Extension Request for NEON Site Operations and
Infrastructure in Rocky Mountain National Park (PEPC 114611)

Table 1: Correspondence Distribution Overview

Concern e Number of

ID Organization Correspondence Type State Comments

1 Unaffiliated Individual Web Form CcO 2

2 Tahosa Valley Lgndowners Web Form co 3
Association
. o E-Mail (received by park

3 Unaffiliated Individual 5/23/2023) CcoO 3

4 Unaffiliated Individual Web Form AZ 2

5 Unaffiliated Individual Web Form cO 3




Table 2: Topic Codes and Correspondence Distribution by Code

I Number of
Code Description Codes
RESO001 Land Use: Neighborhood safety and health, viewsheds, noise, etc. 4
LNDOO1 Park Resources: Viewsheds, noise, vegetation, etc. 4
TQ1- What issues or concerns should park staff consider when reviewing the
128454 proposed extension for the NEON meteorological tower and associated 5
sampling infrastructure?

UNROO1 Unrelated: Research permit or focus, other park projects, etc. 0

Total Codes 13

Topic Question

What issues or concerns should park staff consider when reviewing the proposed extension for
the NEON meteorological tower and associated sampling infrastructure?

Comment Summary

The park received five correspondences on the proposed extension for NEON infrastructure,
including one correspondence from a representative for the Tahosa Valley Land Association
Board. Comments discussed viewsheds, noise associated with the infrastructure,
communication, the location of the infrastructure, and some support for the data collected by the
infrastructure.

Comments concerned with viewshed discussed impacts to landscape views and to the natural
settings of the park and of the neighborhood. The representative for the Tahosa Valley Land
Association Board stated that the current location of the infrastructure does not intrude on the
valley, though did note noise concerns. However, two other respondents expressed viewshed
concerns associated with the NEON infrastructure.

One respondent shared personal connections to the Leiffer property and family and was
concerned that the infrastructure is incongruent with the historic use of the property and in
conflict with the late Leiffer family’s ideals. Two comments considered the value of current and
future data collected by the infrastructure.

Comments discussed past and future communications about the project. These comments
included interest in keeping the community informed about the project and sharing findings with
the neighborhood. Some comments expressed concerns about past communications, including
that communication was insufficient or not received.



Estes PArk, CO 80517

United States of America

Outside Organization:  Unaffiliated Individual

Received: May,19 2023 15:42:38
Correspondence Type:  Web Form

Correspondence:  Topic Question 1:

Continue to keep the community informed about the project

Address:

Comments: The site has been a good to have in the Tahosa Valley

Greeley, CO 80517

United States of America

Outside Organization: Tahosa Valley Landowners Association Unaffiliated Individual(Official Rep.)
Received: May,23 2023 12:27:20

Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Topic Question 1:

There is some noise associated with the power to run the facilities - we would told that they would address
these issues.

Address:

Comments: The Tahosa Valley Landowners Association Board approves of the NEON tower and associated
facilities to continue their important work gathering data on the climate. The present location seems
fine and does not intrude on the valley.

) Estes Park, CO 80517
Address: United States of America
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: May,23 2023
Correspondence Type: E-mail

Correspondence:  Dear Superintendent Sidles,

My sister, | 2d | thank you for alerting us to the possible change of plans regarding the NEON project
and tower on the Leiffer property in Tahosa Valley. This land is adjacent to our property on the south. (A3815 ROMO)

Please remove the tower and other constructions as originally planned. Our valley will be much better served by restoring the
clear view of the high mountain peaks without the tower continuing to intrude on the beautiful landscape. We have patiently
waited for the NEON project to come to its conclusion. Please end its operations on October 23, 2024.

It was a profound shock when we first came upon the NEON work site while walking in the woods. No prior notification of
this project had been sent to us. In the past we had often been told of proposed activities on the neighboring Leiffer property
by the Department of the Interior. Not this time.

We have enjoyed seventy-five years at our summer cabin. The Leiffers were longtime and wonderful neighbors. We know
they believed the National Park would protect and preserve the quiet wilderness around their wonderful old cabin. For
decades these good people deliberately chose to enjoy their vacation home without electricity, running water, or telephone
service. Their imprint on the land was gentle and respectful. We feel they would have been horrified by the NEON tower and
other construction on the land they loved and hoped to preserve.

Please be satisfied with the data gathered during this ten year project. We know the Tahosa Valley landowners will be very
interested in what has been learned.



We beg you to honor the original promise to end the NEON project and clear away the tower and other apparatus in 2024.
Please give back our beautiful views from our properties and from the "Scenic Byway" road that passes through our valley.
Please do not extend the NEON project!

Most sincerely yours,

|
Correspondence 1D: 4Project:114611Document: 128454
Address: Bispee, AZ 85603-07Q5

United States of America
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: May,27 2023 11:19:25
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | support ongoing environmental measurement and research. | am in support of this extension

Correspondence 1D: 5Project:114611Document:128454
. Estes Park, CO 80517

Address: United States of America

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: May,29 2023 16:34:19

Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Topic Question 1:

This tower appeared years ago without any notice to neighbors. It is unsightly and does not fit in with the nature that
surrounds it. When we heard that this project was &quot;temporary&quot; and would only last ten years, we decided to grit
our teeth and wait for the tower to come down. Now we are told that this tower will be sticking up above tree line
indefinitely. Camps try very hard to make sure their additions are not disruptive. Our neighbors have decided to try to fit into
the natural surroundings. We have done so as well. This tower does not fit with the neighborhood, the surroundings or with
the National Park it purports to serve. It needs to come down as planned.

Comments:
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