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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Purpose of the Study?
The National Park Service (NPS) is seeking input on a Special History Study of the American Revolution. The study will support the interpretation of National Historic Landmarks (NHLs) in the Southeastern United States. The purpose of this study is to create educational resources on the American Revolution that focus on a wider variety of experiences in this region than those found in many previous historical narratives. This will be accomplished by including underrepresented histories from this period, such as those related to Indigenous groups, women, African Americans, and other territorial entities outside of the English colonial experience. This study will also investigate how the ideals and outcomes of the Revolution influenced later events in American history.
What is the American Revolution as defined in the Study?
The study focuses on the period from ca. 1776 to 1787 and events that occurred before these dates which are needed for background. In addition, the themes of this context are connected to NHL sites from later periods, since the American experiment is an ongoing one.

Where can information about the study be found?
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/SERNHL250

Who are the Stakeholders? 
This study seeks input from multiple stakeholders including but not limited to federally and non-federally recognized Indian tribes, State Historic Preservation Offices, State A250 Commissions, National Historic Landmark property owners, members of the Latino and French-Creole communities, African American scholars, and interested members of the general public.
What is the difference between the National Register of Historic Places/National Historic Landmarks and the National Parks? 
On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the "Organic Act" creating the National Park Service (NPS), a federal bureau in the Department of the Interior responsible for maintaining national parks and monuments that were then managed by the department. The NPS manages more than 430 units (parks), more than 150 related areas, and numerous programs (such as the National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks) that assist in conserving the nation's natural and cultural heritage for the benefit of current and future generations. National park system units (such as national parks, national preserves, national monuments, national memorials, national historic sites, national seashores, and national battlefield parks) may include properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places or designated as National Historic Landmarks. However, national park system units are operated by the government and funded, in part, with tax-payer dollars.
In 1966 the United States government established the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register of Historic Places is a list of places that are worthy of preservation but are not necessarily and, in fact, are not usually operated by the U.S. government. 
Of the more than 100,000 National Register-listed properties, a little over 2,500 also have the distinction of being designated as National Historic Landmarks (NHLs). These, too, are resources that are not necessarily government-run, but have been recognized by the federal government as being nationally significant.
What is the National Historic Landmarks Program?
The National Historic Landmarks Program, established in 1935, is administered by the National Park Service on behalf of the Secretary of the Interior. The agency works with preservation officials, private property owners, and other partners interested in nominating properties for National Historic Landmark designation. Completed nominations are initially reviewed by the National Historic Landmarks Committee and subsequently by the National Park System Advisory Board. The latter group makes recommendations for designation to the Secretary of the Interior. If selected, property ownership remains the same, each site receives a designation letter, and designated NHLs are eligible for technical assistance consisting of preservation advice, training, and other information sharing. 

The National Historic Landmarks Program is one of more than a dozen programs administered by the National Park Service that provide states and local communities technical assistance, recognition, and funding to help preserve our nation's shared history and create close-to-home recreation opportunities.
What is the difference between the National Register of Historic Places listing and designation as a National Historic Landmark? 
The National Park Service oversees two Federal recognition programs, the National Register of Historic Places and the National Historic Landmarks Program. There are more than 100,000 properties listed in the National Register, which is the official list of the nation’s historic properties deemed worthy of preservation.  These properties tell stories that are important to a local community, the residents of a specific state, or to all Americans—that is, they may possess significance at the local, state, or national levels.  Properties must possess good historic integrity.  As with NHLs, listing a property in the National Register of Historic Places does not change its ownership.  Properties are owned by private individuals, universities, non-profit organizations, corporations, tribal entities, local and state governments, or, in some cases, the Federal government. The National Park Service maintains the National Register of Historic Places in conjunction with State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, and Federal Preservation Officers.
The more than 2,500 properties designated as National Historic Landmarks tell stories that are of importance to the history of the entire nation, not just local communities or states—that is, these are exclusively nationally significant properties.  These properties possess a high, not simply good, level of historic integrity. All properties designated as NHLs are automatically listed in the National Register of Historic Places, if not previously listed.

