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What is a National Heritage Area?

“A National Heritage Area is a place designated by Congress where
natural, cultural, historic and scenic resources combine to form a
cohesive, nationally distinctive landscape arising from patterns of
human activity shaped by geography. These patterns make National
Heritage Areas representative of the national experience through the
physical features that remain and the traditions that have evolved in
them. Continued use of National Heritage Areas by people whose
traditions helped to shape the landscapes enhances their significance.”

Susquehanna National Heritage Area, PA



Quick Facts About NHAs

- NHA designations acknowledge the national importance
of a region’s sites and history.

- NHAs are a community-driven approach to heritage
conservation and economic development.

» Funding for NHAs is dependent on Congress.

- Designation does NOT affect private property rights.




What a National Heritage Area is NOT

. Does NOT confer Federal ownership
. Is NOT a unit of the National Park System

. Is NOT a regulatory overlay

South Carolina National
Heritage Corridor



62 National Heritage Areas in 36 States
and Territories

Maine Acadian Culture

L

-
s,
3 .

4 7 . e
. CANYONDE CHELLY fIM

SITKA NHP

ark Service | © Mapbox © Opd




Great Dismal Swamp National Heritage Area
Feasibility Study — P.L. 117-339
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3-Year Study

2024

« Gather information

« Engage with Stakeholders
* Orientation Site Visit

2025
* Public Engagement

« Complete background research

2026
Draft Study Report
Internal NPS Reviews
Complete Feasibility Study
Document
Transmit to Congress




Resource types in National Heritage Areas

Natural Resources: Native flora and fauna species,
ecosystems, landforms, and large landscapes

History: Native American and African American
occupation, archeological sites

Recreation: Hunting, fishing, hiking, boating,
organized events

Education: Interpretive programs, school programs

Cultural Resources: Traditions, customs, beliefs,
and folklife

Heritage Tourism/Economic Development: Nature-
based tourism, waterfront businesses

Moko Jumbies are an important
part of St. Croix's National Heritage
Area, representing the
community's pride and culture.




Criteria

As a place/landscape/area

1. An area has an assemblage of natural, historic, or cultural resources
that together represent distinctive aspects of American heritage worthy
of recognition, conservation, interpretation, and continuing use, and are
best managed as such an assemblage through partnerships among
public and private entities, and by linking diverse and sometimes
noncontiguous resources and active communities;

2. Reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and folklife that are a valuable
part of the national story;

3. Provides outstanding opportunities to conserve natural, cultural,
historic, and /or scenic features; Provides outstanding recreational and
educational opportunities;

4. The resources important to the identified theme or themes of the area
retain a degree of integrity capable of supporting interpretation;




Criteria

As a public/private partnership and community assistance program

5. Residents, business interests, non-profit organizations, and
governments within the proposed area are involved in the planning,
have developed a conceptual financial plan that outlines the roles for
all participants including the federal government, and have
demonstrated significant support for the designation of the proposed

National Heritage Area;

6. The proposed local coordinating entity and units of government
supporting the designation are willing to commit to working in
partnership to develop the heritage area while encouraging state and
local economic activity;

/. A conceptual boundary map is supported by the public;




A Management Entity is

Types of organizations: nonprofits; federal
commission; state or local agencies; institutions of
higher learning

Representative of the varied interests:
Natural and cultural resource organizations

Governments (Tribal/State/Local)
Businesses and industries

Recreational organizations

Others that may be affected by heritage area plans and
programs
Responsible for creating a management plan and
implementing it in collaboration with local
networks, partners, landowners

Recipient of federal funds administered by the NPS




How is a Management Entity Identified?

Throughout the feasibility study process, the study
team will evaluate interested organizations best
suited to coordinate activities within the heritage area.

Interested parties will need to submit financial,
partnership, and other relevant information for
consideration.




Sample Managing Entity Questions

How do you plan to leverage your current or potential financial
resources to meet the 1:1 federal matching requirement?

Provide examples on how they have attracted (or propose to
attract) financial support over the years?

Please provide an estimate of the portion of federal funds
anticipated to be used for grants including any expected matching
requirements by grantees.

Examples (or ideas) of engagement with counties including a
conceptual plan of future engagement.

Examples (or ideas) of partnerships.

Legal description of management entity (e.g. 501(c)3 or state
government)

Proposed structure of the managing entity.
Proposed organization chart.




Submit a letter of interest to Julie Bell, project manager,
at Julie_A_Bell@nps.gov, prior to January 15, 2025

Public meetings will be held in March of 2025

Experts Roundtable will be held in winter 2025




Great Dismal Swamp National Heritage
Area Feasibility Stud

Questions?

Contact:
Julie_ A Bell@nps.gov

720-989-0282

To follow the study progress, please visit:

ParkPlanning - Great Dismal Swamp National
Heritage Area Feasibility Study (nps.gov)



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectId=119003
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectId=119003
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