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Project Background 



4Draft Preferred Alternative

Site Location
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Project Context
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Project Requirements
A.	 Provide for the reservation of no fewer than 70 acres of land on site, including wetlands, for 

park purposes.
B.	 Identify and relocate existing NPS facilities and related properties.
C.	 Determine at least two sites within the park use for the placement of potential 

commemorative works to be established pursuant to the Commemorative Works Act. 	
The District of Columbia would convey back those sites to the NPS at the appropriate time

D.	 To the greatest extent practicable, be consistent with the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative 
Framework Plan.
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Summary of Comments
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Summary of Comments
Public Engagement

*144 total commenters via PEPC

Name Time Location
Kickoff Webinar 6:30pm Virtual
ANC Briefing #1 6:30pm Virtual
Open House #1 5:30pm 1231 Marion Barry Avenue SE
CFA Meeting 9:00am 401 F Street NW and Virtual
NCPC Meeting 1:00pm 401 9th Street NW and Virtual
Walkshop 10:30am 894 Howard Road SE
NPS PEPC Website*

Date
February 11, 2025
March 10, 2025
March 18, 2025
March 20, 2025
April 3, 2025
April 5, 2025
March 18, 2025 - May 7,2025 – Virtual
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Summary of Comments
Natural Topics
Wetlands + Floodplains

• Preserve wetlands; expand wetlands
• Offer educational opportunities and interpretation
• Offer expansive wetland interaction with the Anacostia River
• Consider how the site can incorporate flood resiliency
• Ensure a suitable buffer between wetlands and development
• Daylight Stickfoot Branch
• Realign Anacostia Drive and don’t allow vehicles to cross wetlands

or a day-lit Stickfoot Branch
• No turf fields next to the wetlands

 Riverfront Park
• Maintain open access to waterfront
• Provide active waterfront amenities, e.g. water taxi and recreation

opportunities
• Provide relaxed waterfront setting
• Connect Poplar Point with the  green corridor along the Anacostia

River, including the National Arboretum

Open Space Activities/Amenities
• Provide links to the existing adjacent community
• Maintain and expand Anacostia Riverwalk Trail
• Balance ecological enhancements, community connections, and

recreation improvements
• Establish an interconnected network of open spaces
• No sports fields
• Include native plants that accommodate pollinators

• Provide community park amenities that are not available elsewhere
in Anacostia Park or 11th Street Bridge Park

• Children’s playground
• Splash park
• Dog park
• Picnic gazebos
• Shaded areas
• Meadow areas
• Flower garden (pollinator)
• Community gardens
• Town square
• Fishing piers
• Swimming hole/beach
• Multi-generational features

Wildlife at Poplar Point
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Summary of Comments
Built Topics

Views
• Enhance views along New Jersey Ave corridor
• Protect views along W Street through site
• Maintain views from the Frederick Douglass Home

Commemorative Works
• Identify at least two national memorial sites
• Reflect adjacent community and indigenous history of the site
• Incorporate a memorial flower garden
• Explore other forms of commemoration outside of memorials

including:
• Native American culture
• Arts and creativity culture

Transportation
• Provide links to the existing adjacent community
• Provide water taxi connection
• Build on adjacent Metro
• Address parking
• Identify traffic impacts
• Offer pedestrian and bicycle connections
• Create strong pedestrian connection between Metro and anchor

use
• Create pedestrian connection between the oval and waterfront

Development
• Development should integrate natural features and vegetation
• Offer affordable housing
• Provide economic development opportunities for businesses in

adjacent neighborhoods
• Place development near Metro
• Place development near Marion Barry Avenue
• Create a walkable neighborhood
• Build community amenities such as a grocery store and library
• Provide development at the point
• Do not develop the point
• Do not develop Poplar Point; keep the point open

Anchor Use
• Provide an anchor use
• Do not provide an anchor use
• Anchor use should not be located on the Point and oriented solely 

to the north

Bridge District development adjacent to Poplar Point
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Key Issues and Draft Responses
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Planning Principles
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Wetlands
Existing Character

View of wooded area and wetlands at Poplar Point
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Wetlands
Initial Alternatives

Would you rather frame the wetlands with a wooded buffer, recreation, or development? 
Wetlands include a proposed educational trail
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Wetlands
Relationship to the River
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Wetlands
Conceptual Approach



17Draft Preferred Alternative

Wetlands
Conceptual Approach
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The Point
Existing Character

View of Anacostia Pump House and U.S. Capitol Building from Poplar Point
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The Point
Initial Alternatives

What kind of use or activity would you like to see at the point? 
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The Point
Civic Use
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Waterfront
Existing Character

Stickfoot Branch outfall
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Waterfront
Initial Alternatives

Which waterfront experience would you prefer? 
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Waterfront
Public Access

275 ft
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Waterfront
Seawall

DOEE Anacostia Seawall Study 2024
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Open Space
Existing Character

Play fields at Poplar Point, east of NPS facilities
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Open Space
Regional Context
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Open Space
Initial Alternatives

In addition to the wetlands and waterfront experiences, what kind of open space would you like to see as part of development 
opportunities in the eastern portion of the site? 
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Open Space Diagram
Continuous Green Space
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Connections
Existing Character

View along W St SE looking northwest
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Connections
Initial Alternatives

Which type of potential connection to the existing community would you prefer? 
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Connections
Proposed Community Access
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Connections
Potential W Street Overpass
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Development Scenarios
Existing Facility

WMATA Anacostia Parking Garage 
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Development Scenario

Alternative A Alternative B

Alternative C
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Development Scenario
Metro Focus
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Draft Preferred Alternative
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Draft Preferred Alternative
Proposed Land Use Plan
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Draft Preferred Alternative
Proposed Open Space Plan
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Draft Preferred Alternative
Proposed Circulation Diagram
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Thank You 
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