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Sale, Claire   2:44
OK, great.
Welcome to the Women's Suffrage National Monument Site Selection Public Engagement effort. Just to let you know, as far as meeting housekeeping, this is a virtual meeting. We will be accepting questions at the end, so if you'd like to have a question, you can enter it in the chat if you would like.
To voice your question, you can raise your hand and to mute and unmute yourself. There's a little microphone there to participate in. And again, we'll be answering questions at the end of the presentation for this evening. We will be going through the agenda here, which is we'll have.
Welcome and introduction. We will review the Monument program and site selection criteria. We will describe the planning process, review site selection and recommendations, as well as how to comment.
And with that, I will turn it over to the Superintendent of the National Mall and Memorial Parks, Kevin Greece.
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Griess, Kevin L   3:55
Hello everyone. Thank you very much for your time this evening to join us in this fantastic milestone of this project. So on behalf of the National Park Service, we are very excited to reach this milestone in 2020.
Congress authorized the Women's Suffrage National Monument, and it's not only do they authorize it, but they authorize it to be on what we call a Reserve Corps. Reserve Corps is the protected central core of the National Mall, which is a very special place.
And it joins a family of 16 other monuments that are the hallowed ground of the national American spirit and that we called our icons. This is a very special place and it takes a lot of effort, a lot of importance.
Critical importance to the nation to be approved to be on the reserve. So we welcome Women's Suffrage National Monument and our partners, the the Women's Suffrage National Monument Foundation as we join this process. This evening is very important because this milestone represents.
Well, let me back up a little bit. One of the important things about the reserve is that our mission as a National Park Service, which we take very seriously and we will continue to take seriously into the future, is that the things that are placed, the monuments, the memorials and the.
Commemorative works that are placed on the reserve and other places within our foundation, but specifically the reserve. Our mission as a National Park Service is to protect these and take care of them in perpetuity. So with that the entry fee or the entry.
To the, I shouldn't say fee, excuse me, but the entrance to that family is significant. So today you are here. You're invited for public comment on another member of our family. As we enter this, the milestone is significant because.
This is the first step for public comment and again, perpetuity. So we welcome all of your comments and we hope that you take the time to make thoughtful comments and we'll give thoughtful answers in return.
So welcome again this evening and thank you for joining us in this milestone. Now I'd like to turn everything over to Anna Lehman. Welcome, Anna, and good evening.
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Anna Laymon   6:19
Thank you so much, Superintendent. I would just love to echo how you just kicked us off perfectly and say we are so honored to get to be at this point in the process. It has been several years now of working to figure out.
Where in Washington, DC, the Women's Suffrage National Monument best belongs. And we feel so grateful to the National Park Service and to Congress and to the president for the support that we have received over these years, as we have figured out and gotten to this point where we finally get to be here speaking to the American public.
And getting input and thoughts on where this monument best belongs. So to kick us off, just wanted to share a little bit of background about the project and the Superintendent shared a little bit about this already. But this project really started in 2020 when Congress passed the first piece of legislation that authorized.
This monument to be built in Washington, DC That was in the 116th Congress. That law was signed in December of 2020, and that law authorized the Women's Suffrage National Monument Foundation to build a memorial and a monument dedicated to the women's suffrage movement and the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.
We also feel very, very lucky to have been the beneficiaries of a second piece of legislation that Congress passed in January of this year that authorizes the monument to be built in the area of the National Mall known as the Reserve. And the Superintendent mentioned that briefly, but the the Reserve is where.
We house our most sacred monuments and memorials. It is America's front yard. It is the land that holds our national memory. And to be able to welcome the story of the women's suffrage movement, which is truly the story of women's fight for the vote, but it is also the story of democracy at work.
The.
Power of that story that I think was so compelling to Congress. And so we sit here now today having passed these two pieces of legislation with the support of bipartisan leaders and bicamerally across the House and the Senate, and with the support of President Trump and President Biden as we sought to do this work.
Next slide please.
So I want to dig in a little bit to the goals of the foundation. So our goal is to build a monument on the National Mall that weaves the great women of American history in amongst the giants of our founding story. This first goal is so important and I just want to take a minute to pause on this because.
One thing I want to note about this goal is we want to build this monument in a way that honors the National Mall and honors the the monuments and memorials that are there. This memorial is going to stand amongst the giants of our history and it is going to stand proudly and it is going to be woven in such a.
That when you visit, it's going to feel like it was always there, right? It's it's going to be additive, it's going to be commemorative, and it's going to be a place that I think every American is going to want to come and visit. Our second goal is to ensure that every girl and woman who visits the National Mall sees herself represented in the.
fabric of the most visited National Park in the United States. I'm sure, as most folks here listening tonight know, the National Mall is so rich in history, but women's history isn't really all that present. And so this is our opportunity to make sure that we are telling the stories of what
what American women have done for this country and what women have contributed to American democracy. Our third goal with this monument is to ignite curiosity in American women's history. Our fourth goal is to foster a deeper understanding of the women who shaped American democracy and our fifth goal is to inspire future generations in the continued pursuit of
liberty and equality. Next slide.
Historical background. OK, so I'll just briefly touch on this. But the history of the women's suffrage movement is such an important piece of the work that we are doing here, and it's an incredibly important piece of thinking through where this monument most belongs, because a monument is only as impactful as what is around.
Around it and its setting. And so as we think about the setting tonight and the best possible site, we have to think of course about a place of prominence and a place of permanence. But we also have to think about where is this monument best contextualized? Where does it most sit that it is going to lift up everything around it?
As well as contribute and bring something new. And so if we could head to the next slide, please.
Very briefly, when we think about the women's suffrage movement, we go all the way back to 1776 and the founding of this great country. And we start in March of 1776, three months before the signing of the Declaration of Independence, when Abigail Adams wrote a letter to her husband, John Adams.
Urging he and his colleagues at the Continental Congress to, very importantly, remember the ladies and and she went on to say in this new code of laws, which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, she added, if particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies.
We are determined to foment a rebellion, and we will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation, which is such the perfect seed of this moment, right? This, this new country that was about to be formed, the American Revolution was about to be fought right over these principles of liberty.
Freedom and political representation. And yet women continue to be denied full personhood in this new country. And so the story of the women's suffrage movement really is that story of what women did from the very founding of this country through to 1920 to ensure full personhood, full representation and full participation.
in our democracy. Next slide, please.
As we move through to the 19th century, of course, this is one of those absolutely a tent pole, turning point moment in the suffrage movement. You have July of 1848, when 300 women and men gathered in Seneca Falls, NY.
To declare on paper, for the very first time, we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are created equal. They took that founding of the Declaration of Independence, those words that are so key and so central to who we are as a nation and who we are as a people.
They took those words and they they said something is missing here. And what is that thing? Well, that thing is women, right? And so we start to see the thread, that thread get pulled that started with Abigail Adams and it started there. And so now it continues here through the 19th century with this moment.
moment where these women and men gathered and they put on paper, all men and women are created equal, and they put on paper that included in that was the right to vote. And not just included in that, but central to that was the right to vote. And you cannot have true equality in a democracy without that piece of it.
Next slide.
As we move into the to the early 1900s, of course we get to the 19th Amendment and the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920. This moment that was so hard fought that kicked off there in July of 1848 in Seneca Falls and continued through.
All the way through until 1920, when the 19th Amendment was finally ratified and put on paper and put into the US Constitution, women shall not be denied the right to vote right this moment that you can see the seeds were planted back in March of 1776 and carried through the 1700s.
1900s and early 1900s. What does true democracy look like? And that moment was realized on August 26, 1920, when the 19th Amendment was finally ratified and certified into the Constitution. Next slide, please.
All right, so here we get into our program and we dive into an overview of our themes. So we developed these themes in consultation with the many, many folks we are very, very fortunate to have helping us and supporting us in this work.
So our themes, you know, some of these are going to sound familiar to the goals that we touched on previously. But of course we we intend to enhance the National Mall by establishing a memorial that weaves the great women of American history in amongst the giants of our national story, stand shoulder to shoulder with the other renowned commemorative works on the National Mall.
Inspires visitors to revere the role women played throughout American history in building, shaping, and expanding our democracy, celebrating the role of our foremothers in building a more just and equal America. We hope to build a monument that tells a diverse and broad story of the fight for the 19th Amendment and encourages A continued investment in America's constitutional promise of.
Freedom, justice and equality for all. That gets us into our monument program. So in order to achieve the goals of this monument and the themes that we've set out, we've set aside and highlighted some of these bullet points of what we're looking for in our site.
So we know that the site should allow for a landscaped garden that provides shade and flowers and seating and gathering space. We know that the site should accommodate true placemaking and offer the opportunity to allow women's stories to be woven into the monumental fabric of the National Mall.
We we know we need a site that allows visitors to safely visit and participate in programming during the day and at night. We know we need a site that can accommodate public programming, discussions, commemorations, concerts, group tours, ceremonies. We know we need a site that can facilitate A transformative experience for all visitors.
School groups, multi-generational families and civic organizations. And we know we need a site that can provide the ability to interact with and move through the memorial. Next slide please.
So our site selection criteria.
Claire, is this where you jump in?
Do I hand it over to you?
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   16:44
I can I can address these. So in terms of the site selection criteria, we identified what are in order to meet those themes and programs, what can what would should the site be able to accomplish? So the first one is program suitability, so Anna.
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Anna Laymon   16:47
Great.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   17:04
Just.
Read through the program and the question is how does this site able to accomplish that? So that's the first option or the first criteria. The second criteria is that the site should be integrated into and in conversation with other memorials that highlight the founding constitutional history and democratic ideals of our Republic.
The second or third criteria is a thematic Nexus. So here with the site should have some sort of thematic connection to the founding principles and history of the nation's democracy. We looked at the addition to Washington DC's commemorative landscape, so the idea.
that it can broaden the storytelling of our country's history without removing or diminishing other established memorials. We looked at implementation coordination, so there would be a coordination, would there be coordination required with other stakeholders and it'd be independent of other plans for the monument site?
That could substantially delay implementation with the infrastructure. So is there substantial infrastructure at the site that would have to be relocated, such as roadways, improvements or utility extensions? We looked at safety and security, so the site should be a welcome, celebratory and safe experience.
With potential or special attention to families, school groups and pedestrians, we looked at site access. So can a site, is the site continuously open? Can people reach it regularly and should not be closed off to regular regularly during security requirements?
We looked at accessibility and proximity to transit. So we wanted a site that was within 20 minute walk of a metro rail station and we also looked at a site that would be adjacent to support facilities. So we wanted something that was in proximity to support facilities such as restrooms, food service and event space that can support that programming there.
That Anna was talking about.
So here is a longer version of those statements.
So as part of the planning for this, we looked at this is the first stage. This is part of our public engagement for the site selection. We also want to note that there will other be be additional future reviews, first of which would be for the National Environmental Policy Act known as NEPA.
And the purpose of the the purpose of NEPA is to identify potential impacts on the environment and to inform decision makers of what those impacts would be as a result of a project. So as part of this, we look at alternatives.
We look then analyze the environmental impacts and identify potential mitigation measures to lessen those impacts. This process has not yet started for this project, but we are looking ahead and anticipating that review would be required. Similarly, we're looking at the review that would be required for the Section 106.
Historic Preserve National Historic Preservation Act. This would be a review process that focuses on historic properties and the intent is to minimize potential harm and damage to those properties. Again, we look at project alternatives, what the potential for adverse effects is in ways that can we can avoid.
Minimize or mitigate those adverse effects.
Thanks.
So now we're getting to the meat of it. So we had the criteria that we've looked at and so now we're looking at the what are the range of sites. So as previously mentioned, we are looking at sites that are within the reserve, which is outlined by the purple line on this map and we look primarily at sites that are.
West of 14th St. with the idea being that east of 14th St. is primarily a an area that is focused on museums. It has less of a commemorative core, so we focus again on locations.
West of 14th St. and those extend N to Lafayette Square and then it's westward along the Potomac River.
So we looked at each of the sites and balanced them and compared them against the criteria and we developed a a matrix here that indicates circles, a full circles indicate that the site would fully provide that criteria, the half circles would partially provide and the empty circles.
Would be in these cases, these sites would not provide or meet this criteria. So we'll go into detail on the top eight sites a little more in depth in a moment. I did want to mention a few of notes about the Washington Monument N site where it has a lot of site would partially.
Provide and therefore we did not advance it further. The ellipse in particular has site access issues. The site is regularly closed for security purposes and therefore would not be regularly or continuously open to visitors. We looked at the rugby field which has it's a little.
Which has a lack of thematic Nexus overall. And then Lafayette Square. While it does have a thematic Nexus, it's having a historic connection to the women's suffrage movement. The the area is not.
Specifically associated with that, it has a a more regularly associated with the Revolutionary Wars memorials that are within the square, as well as the site and its formal landscape is not suitable for the program that has been identified.
So based on these, we looked at top eight sites for consideration. So these are we looked at two in Constitution Gardens, 2 on the hockey fields that are South of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool. We looked at two along the Tidal Basin, one around the Washington Monument.
And then one along the Potomac River.
So I will briefly review these. So the first is the Hockey Fields West. This is the first of two sites on the hockey fields. This site includes a clear visibility to the Washington Monument. It also connects to the DC War Memorial.
Which commemorates an event that played a significant role in advancing the US women's suffrage movement. The area is also large and expansive and could accommodate the program. However, the site is this particular site is close to the US Park Police Stables and is.
Near the Korean War Veterans Memorial.
As here you can see there the views to the Washington Monument and the the.
US Park Police stables as well as kind of the open character of the site. We also looked at a site along Ohio Drive. So this is on to the southwestern portion of the tidal basin along the Potomac River. So this would extend the commemorative.
Fab.
Of the reserve S towards the Potomac River. It presents some challenges in terms of commemoration because it's a little further away from the other locations. I would also note that there is a commemorative tree Grove located at the site, so although it appears an open space that is a commemorative.
Area and as I mentioned previously, it lacks clear thematic connections. So you can see here the character of the site with Potomac River in the background and the open space that features a Grove of trees.
We looked at two sites on the Tidal Basin, so this is Tidal Basin West. So both sites within the Tidal Basin would introduce women among the national leaders that are commemorated within the reserve and along the Tidal Basin, including Thomas Jefferson, Franklin Roosevelt and Martin Luther King Junior.
It would be adjacent to the view corridor between the White House and Thomas Jefferson Memorial. I'll speak a little more on that later. It would be a waterfront setting, but they would also require a large-scale capital improvements that are really outside the scope of the memorial sponsor's capacity.
So.
So here you can see the the site along the tidal basin and it's setting.
Tidal Basin E is on the other side on the northeast portion of the Tidal Basin and has very similar characteristics as Tidal Basin West. It's just a slightly different setting but still has the same connective ish connective.
Commemorative issues and as well as the infrastructure concern. So here's a another view of this location along the water within a Grove of trees.
We also looked at the Washington Monument South. So this location is on the southwestern portion of the Washington Monument grounds. So it incorporates women into the story of the country's founding. So we think about the Washington Monument as commemorating the founding of the nation. So there is.
Is a a gathering and open space that is around the Washington Monument. It's a has a lot of recreation activities. There's also the Sylvan Theater that is located to the West of the project site that we're looking at and it's connected to transit nearby through the Smith.
79 station.
And here you can see the open character of the site as well as the recreation activities that occur.
As I mentioned previously, we looked at two sites within the hockey field. So we looked at Hockey Fields West. Now we're looking at Hockey Fields East. This one has very similar characteristics in terms of being near and containing views to the Washington Monument and the DC War Memorial, and it offers an expansive area for programming.
And here you can see the connections and the views to the Washington Monument, as well as how extensively used the site is for recreation.
We looked at two sites within Constitution Gardens, Constitution Gardens East and Constitution Gardens West. Both of these thematically link the Women's Suffrage National Monument to the US Constitution by allowing visitors to the National Mall to better understand the ideals of freedom, justice and equality that are enshrined in the US Constitution.
It also, as Anna mentioned previously, the Declaration of Sentiments within Constitution Gardens is the 56 Signers of the Declaration of Independence Memorial. I will refer to that as the 56 Signers Memorial, but that reinforces that idea of the founding document.
And women's suffrage.
It provides A waterfront setting. It's an open landscape, so it can accommodate the program well. It's also within Constitution Gardens, so that again emphasizes that role of the changing and the the commemoration of the 19th Amendment.
We also want to note that the Trust for the National Mall plans to replace the Plaza with a pavilion in their next phase of their Constitution Gardens improvements. Again, we can speak a little more on that later, but here the location at Constitution Gardens E features a large Plaza and views to the Washington Monument.
Constitution Gardens West.
Has very similar characteristics to the Washington or excuse me, to the Community Constitution Gardens E in terms of the thematic connections at the site and the overall setting. We would note, however, that the.
Difference on having the memorial site to the West. So brings the activity levels of Constitution Gardens. It balances out the activities on the east with new new opportunities on the West, and it provides an opportunity for the National Mall to build a landscape with.
Several commemorative features as opposed to a single focal point. We would also notice that note that 19th St. is on access here and the 19th St. and Constitution Ave. has a very substantial significant.
Thematic link there.
So here's a views of Constitution Gardens W again looking towards the Washington Monument and NE towards 19th St. and Constitution intersection.
So we've advanced 4 sites. Based on that, we've advanced 4 sites for further analysis. These include Constitution Gardens East and West, Hockey Fields East, and the Washington Monument South. And here is an overview.
Of where those sites sit within the commemorative landscape of the reserve.
So again, we looked at the Washington Monument S, which is a open space, recreation area and commemorative space within the around the Washington Monument. So the location that we've we're noting here is to the southwest of the Washington Monument.
In terms of thematic connections, there's the White House to the north, Thomas Jefferson Memorial to the South, again helping to represent the founding of the country. And those two locations, the White House and the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, are connected by a 150 foot wide view corridor. So as part of.
The context of what we're looking at, we want to stay outside of that view corridor. We also note that the National Museum of African American History and Culture is visible, and the Smithsonian National Museum of American History is, while not visible within the overall context, that this is a historic event.
As I mentioned, Sylvan Theater, the Trust for the National Mall is also considering improvements to Sylvan Theater and this is the overall area that would be would be included in that project and therefore we've avoiding that location.
So here we have some site analysis. We're essentially looking at a project site of about 1.8 acres and we've outlined the area where the proposed Sylvan Theater project would be, as well as highlighted the view corridor between the White House and Thomas Jefferson Memorial.
So as you can see here, this site is a little, it's a little different shape, it's not a symmetric shape and we also have identified a sort of central area that would be the memorial focus of about approximately 1/2 acre.
And we also want to note here that one of the features of the Washington Monument grounds is that it is a very open and feels a very little exposed, especially to the West. And so we've located the the potential site near some trees closer to the survey lodge, but.
So we don't want to be too close to the survey lodge.
So when we were identifying how a memorial could work potentially at the site, we've looked at OK, if we have a focal area, how would that be placed in this scenario? Because we're don't necessarily want to face the survey lodge, we want to face Washington Monument. So the focal area which.
Is the light purple or excuse me, the darker purple color is looking towards the Washington Monument. We've included a setting that would help.
Characterize and develop a character for the focal area commemorative work. And then we have a buffer that is surrounding it that helps place the the monument within the broader landscape. And along these we've also identified what the potential routes and pedestrian connections would be.
I think that they would be similar to the existing pathways from the Washington Monument.
We also looked at the hockey fields east. These are lying north of Ashwoods Drive and South of the Reflecting Pool. And these are very open areas that have recreation serve recreation purposes. So you can see here where we've located it. It's near the DC War Memorial. It's within view of the Washington.
Monument and it, while not necessarily within view of, but it is in the vicinity of the Vietnam Women's Memorial and again, the 56 Signers Memorial.
So in this scenario we have a because the hockey fields are very rectilinear, we maintain a sort of square location for the memorial. We decided that it would be more appropriate to have the the proposed site to be.
Closer to the Washington Monument and the DC War Memorial as opposed to the western side. We're also trying to balance out for this sort of core, core monument location, an area that is not too close to restrooms. So we want to have those services, but we don't want to be right up against them.
So we looked at a potential design approach and in this scenario we've identified a focal area, again the purple facing towards the Washington Monument or pointing in that direction, but it could also be looking towards the DC War Memorial. We have a setting that would help identify and develop a space for.
The monument and then we have this buffer area. This would help avoid the restroom facilities associated with the World War 2 memorial. And we also want to note that the restroom facilities that are currently at Ashwoods are.
Planned to move further east.
We looked at two two sites within Constitution Gardens. So these are east and West and Constitution Gardens itself is a designed landscape to appear informal and have meandering paths and a naturalistic lake. So just to provide a little background.
Constitution Gardens was developed as part of the bicentennial celebration in 1976. The 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence memorial was unveiled in 1984 and in 1986 the Constitution Gardens was designated as Constitution Gardens and saying that.
Is a living legacy tribute to the Constitution and the founding of the Republic.
So here we are looking at two sites, Constitution Gardens West and Constitution Gardens East. As I mentioned previously, the Trust for the National Mall is in embarking on a project to improve Constitution Gardens and as part of this they would improve the water of the lake itself.
They would add a ring that would allow people to walk around the ring and experience and engage with the water. And it also included improvements to the Signers Island and the 56 Signers Memorial. But also note that there is an event lawn to the South and then the event Plaza is.
The existing Plaza area that would be renovated. Constitution Gardens also has a couple of ongoing proposals for the relocation of an existing comfort, excuse me, existing restrooms and a food kiosk that these would be.
Located a little to the West of the project site. By project site I mean Constitution Gardens West site. Excuse me.
So here at Constitution Gardens East, we have located the project area as the Plaza space and thematic links. As we've mentioned before, 56 Signers Memorial, the Washington Monument, as well as the Vietnam Women's Memorial. Those are visible, but we also wanted to.
Include a few places that are not, and that includes the American Red Cross, which is which was founded by Claire Barton, a woman, and then the Daughters of the American Revolution building is located to the north of the project site.
We also note here that there is a visual link between the visual of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Washington Monument. So as part of our site analysis, again, we're looking at an approximately 2 acre site with a focal feature of two acres that would be or excuse me, .2 acres that would be as part of that.
Plaza, we would anticipate this location to be have a central focus that would overlook the Constitution Gardens Lake.
And here you can see the in terms of a potential design approach, there would be a single focal area. The stairs leading towards the lake would be part of the setting and then a buffer would screen help screen and buffer the the monument from the 15th or excuse me 17th.
8th St. and the area around it. We anticipate that.
Circulation would be from the existing directions from the Washington Monument, World War 2 Memorial and Constitution Ave. as well as other locations within Constitution Gardens. And here we took the potential design approach and overlaid it on top of the conceptual plan that is.
For the Constitution Gardens improvements, and you can see here how that overlays on top of that.
So the second location we focused on in Constitution Gardens is Constitution Gardens West, and it has a lot of the same same connections that were identified in Constitution Gardens East.
So here in terms of the site location, we have an approximately a two acre site, but it's a little different in terms of what it looks like. So in the previous location we had a very one single focal point and Constitution Gardens W location offers the.
Opportunity.
For multiple locations for the monument in terms of the focal points. So this kind of balances out the entrance from 19th St. and Constitution and identifies locations that are outside of the Knoll that is for the Vietnam Veterans.
Memorial, but would be along the lake. So we note here that the location would be offset from the 56 signers memorial and that it would be in conversation with, but wouldn't necessarily be overpowering it. It's not directly on that axis.
So here in terms of potential design approach, this site would offer an opportunity for a landscape approach that would be would have multiple focus areas. So here we have nodes that are identified in purple and then the setting would be along the lake area.
The buffer would be help transition from Constitution Ave. to the lake into the monument.
We also note that the comfort station would be relocated to the West of the site and that, excuse me, that the pavilion that would be on as part of the Constitution Gardens improvements that would be at the western portion of the site would offer.
Opportunities for event space and would would offer and complement the program. So here you can see how the conceptual overlay of the potential design approach fits into the proposed improvements to Constitution Gardens.
In conclusion, we looked at four different sites for analysis of in terms of finalists and they each have their own characteristics and their own challenges. So based on these, we looked at the opportunities and constraints.
In terms of Constitution Gardens W, it has strong thematic connections and and it provides an opportunity to align with the Trust for the National Mall efforts. It reinforces the significance of the 19th Amendment to the UN due to proximity to the intersection of 19th St. and Constitution Ave.
And it provides an open, uninterrupted landscape for memorial and monument planning. In terms of constraints, it would require coordination between the site kiosk relocation, the Constitution Gardens rehabilitation, and memorial development timelines.
For Constitution Gardens E, it has the similar thematic connections as Constitution Gardens West, and it features an elevated central location with an open landscape. However, excuse me, the site overlaps with future of approved Event Plaza under the Gardens.
Lake Project and it would limit the commemorative site development due to intended future uses for events and temporary structures. We looked at Hockey Fields East, so that offers a lot of flexibility because there's it's very open space right now and it offers expansive views and thematic connections.
However, it would impact the existing recreation use, which is very important and an important element of the site, and it disrupts the intended character of the commemorative work due to proximity to restrooms and and and transit as part of the bus drop off.
And then it also creates A perceived separation from the monumental core of the National Mall. It feels apart from things.
We also looked at the Washington Monument S location and it offers a prominent location with high visibility access and incorporates women into the landscape honoring the nation's founding. It also has strong transit connections. We do know that there are constraints in terms of the 150 foot view corridor as well.
As improvements to the Sullivan Theater. And then we also note that it would the its presence, the excuse me, the Women's Suffrage National Monument's presence is a little in comparison to the Washington Monument, which is a traditionally masculine object.
Feels a little, a little diminished, and especially in terms of what the how large the Washington Monument is relative to the location of the Washington Monument S location for the Women's Suffrage National Monument.
Based on this, the Women's Suffrage National Monument Foundation recommends establishing the monument at Constitution Gardens West because it would best weave the monument into the commemorative thematic connections that best contextualize the women's story of women's contributions to American democracy, but best accommodate the desired program.
And it would best integrate the monument into the existing commemorative landscape of the National Mall.
And with that, I will turn it back over to Anna.
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Anna Laymon   45:31
Thank you, Claire. All right, jumping in. So we wanted to share with you a little bit about the opportunity for collaboration that integrating the site into Constitution Gardens presents. So as we prepare for the 250th anniversary.
Of American democracy next year in 2026, we have this really, really rare and exceptional opportunity to coordinate closely with the Trust for the National Mall, which of course is the official non-profit partner of the National Park Service and the National Mall.
To really work together to ensure that Constitution Gardens is as beautiful of a space as it can be for the American people, to restore the ecological health of the area, to improve visitor amenities, and to strengthen our public spaces and renew the symbolic core of the National Mall.
Next slide please.
So we feel very lucky to have the support of the Trust for the National Mall in in this site selection process and we very much are both looking forward to being able to work together to collaborate to make sure that this really the sacred space at the National Mall is the best that it.
can possibly be. Next slide.
We also wanted to just mention the bipartisan support across Congress for placing this monument in Constitution Gardens. We have been very lucky to have support across both chambers, the House and the Senate and and and across the aisle and truly from the start of this project all the way back.
To 2020, all the way through now, the support in Congress has been just tremendous and the recognition that we really need to be telling this story on the National Mall and that it belongs there and that it really does belong in Constitution Gardens.
Has been really extraordinary. So we can go through these slides quickly. Claire, this is a collection of of here we have Congressman Westerman. Next slide please.
Congresswoman Lesko. Next slide, please. Congressman Nate Goose. Next slide, please. And Senator Baldwin. And I think these quotes, they just tell an extraordinary story. And we end here on something that Senator Blackburn said on the Senate floor as she was a speaking.
When this legislation was passed, but it was just so powerful. You know, she said, you know, the mall's Constitution Gardens is this 50 acre space dedicated during the nation's bicentennial as a living memorial to the founding of the Republic. In this garden, it is appropriate that we recognize the work of women to help preserve the freedoms and the liberties that we have here in this nation.
Next slide.
OK. So this is where I hand it back to you, Claire. Thank you everyone for the opportunity to be able to present to me.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   48:30
So in terms of how you can submit comments after this meeting, you can submit comments by October 8th to parkplanning.nps.gov/women's suffrage. We also will accept written comments and here's the address here on 111100 Ohio Drive Southwest.
And comments should be marked by October 8th to receive consideration. So thank you all for your your attention. We appreciate this. Excuse me. And at this time we will answer any questions.
So if you have any questions, uh you can enter them in the chat or raise your hand.
And Laurel has her hand raised.
[image: ]
Hammig, Laurel D   49:28
Hi, thank you, Claire. Thank you team for the presentation this evening. I had a question about access. So Constitution Gardens can feel kind of off the beaten path. So have you given thought to how visitors, both individuals and groups?
Would access your preferred site of Constitution Gardens West. So if you could talk through that a little bit, we appreciate that.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   49:57
Yes. So in terms of access, there are multiple ways to access the site. First of all, there is there are multiple pathways that link Constitution Gardens. So if you're along near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, you're basically.
You may find yourself in the Constitution Gardens. It's also accessible from multiple locations along Constitution Ave. There's also a bus pull off. I believe it's.
So along here, where buses could pull off along Constitution Ave. to drop people off at the site.
[image: ]
Anna Laymon   50:46
Can I add one one more thing to that? In addition to all of those things that Claire just mentioned, Constitution Gardens is so accessible, it's just not highly visited. And that is something that I think we are so excited to work with the Superintendent and the great.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   50:48
Yes.
[image: ]
Anna Laymon   51:05
Folks in the National Park Service and the great folks at the Trust for the National Mall to really try to change because it is such a beautiful space on the National Mall. And the National Mall, as you all know, it's our most visited National Park in the United States. Thirty-six million annual visitors. That's more visitors than Yosemite, Yellowstone and Grand Canyon combined.
Mind. And so we've already got 36 million folks walking this walk. If you look at the Reflecting Pool, that walk from the World War 2 memorial down the Reflecting Pool to the Lincoln Memorial is probably some of the most iconic and.
Traversed land in the United States. Constitution Gardens is steps away from that. It is merely a matter of pulling people into that space and bringing it to life in the way that I think that President Nixon and President Reagan both envisioned when this first was made and designated as this beautiful park. And so I.
I think we have this real opportunity here to use what is around us, right, which are the most visited monuments already on the National Mall, the World War 2 Memorial, the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Millions of Americans circulating right around there and just a few steps away is this gorgeous.
Beautiful space that is worthy of visitation. And so I think we have this real opportunity in this moment, I think to make a real difference there. So just wanted to add that.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   52:35
OK, may I see you have your hand raised?
[image: ]
Stidham, Tammy   52:42
Well, now you just get everything off working, but up there we go. So thank you. Thank you for the presentation. This is a pretty iconic space, right? There's a lot here of a pretty grand significance.
Can you talk a little bit about how the design approach will differentiate and separate and and elevate this monument in a way so that does sort of stand on its own amongst so much else that's already going on?
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   53:15
Anna, would you like to answer this or would you like me to?
[image: ]
Anna Laymon   53:18
I'd be, I'd be happy to and Claire if you'll jump in if I leave anything out. Thank you, Timmy. That's a great question. So we're very excited when we as we move through this site selection phase, as we move through the site selection phase, we are very much looking forward to getting to the design.
Design phase of this project and so our intention, our goal, our plan is once we have the site finalized, we will be launching into a national and open call for designs and ideas. We hope to find the next great idea.
So that we are building something here that is worthy of being on the National Mall, worthy of standing next to the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial and the Vietnam Wall and the 56 Signers Memorial, worthy of being in the presence of those memorials, but also being its own destination and its own place that you must.
see and you must visit. And that's going to come in with a great design. And we are going to find that great design in the next year, year and a half, from some great and extraordinary person, or maybe many people, right, who come together with an extraordinary
Idea that we haven't even thought of yet, and I cannot wait to get to that process. Can't wait.
Did I leave anything out, Claire?
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   54:44
The only thing that I would add is that each of these sites has their own special character and so while we while the design is anticipated to be compatible with a neighboring, you know, of this dense commemorative area.
It would need. It would also need to stand on its own. So I think that's the intent is that it can be compatible, but its own thing too.
[image: ]
Anna Laymon   55:11
Yeah, a compliment to, but not in competition with everything that it's around.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   55:14
Yes.
[image: ]
Stidham, Tammy   55:19
Great. Thank you both.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   55:37
Are there any other questions that people have?
OK. I think that if there's no other questions, then it might be time to wrap up. Is there anything else?
[image: ]
Hammig, Laurel D   56:09
Claire, do you want to go over the Pepsi site again, please? Thank you.
[image: ]
Sale, Claire   56:12
Sure, yes, just one last time or or maybe not last, but one more time. We encourage people to comment via Pepsi and that and that's the the website here at parkplanning.nps.gov/women's suffrage and.
People can also submit written comments and they can be mailed to Superintendent Kevin Greece, Attention Women's Suffrage National Monument, National Mall Memorial Parks, 1100 Ohio Dr. SW, Washington, DC 2242.
And comments must be entered or postmarked by October 8th to receive consideration.
Are there any other questions?
Unless Laurel, you have anything, if anybody has anything else they would like to add, we thank you very much for the time you spent with us and your consideration. And if you have any comments, by all means, please, we submit them. We welcome. We welcome input.
OK then.
Thank you, everybody. We appreciate it.
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