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September 22, 2025

Mr. Kevin L. Griess, Superintendent
National Park Service

National Mall and Memorial Parks
National Capital Region

900 Ohio Drive, NW

Washington, DC 20024

RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Women’s Suffrage National Monument
Dear Mr. Griess:

Thank you for initiating consultation with the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
regarding the above-referenced undertaking. We have reviewed the project submittal and are writing to provide
our initial comments in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800.

We understand that the National Park Service (NPS), in cooperation with the Women’s Suffrage National
Monument Foundation (Foundation) has considered several sites for the establishment of a memorial to
commemorate the passage of the 19" amendment to the U.S. Constitution which provided women the right to
vote. By act of Congress, all the evaluated sites are located within the “Reserve.” As a result, the future memorial
has considerable potential to affect historic properties regardless of which site is ultimately selected but there
appears to be substantial consensus for the preferred site which is located along the western shoreline of
Constitution Garden’s lake and entitled “Constitution Gardens West.”

A determination of effect at this early stage in the consultation process would be premature since we do not have
sufficient information to evaluate how the memorial may affect the character of the surrounding West Potomac
Park Historic District, or other site-adjacent/specific historic properties if another site is selected. However, we
generally agree that a monument program which calls for a *“...landscaped garden that provides shade, flowers,
seating, and gathering space for multigeneration groups” could be well accommodated at the Constitution
Gardens West site.

We look forward to consulting further with the NPS, the Foundation and all consulting parties regarding this
undertaking and its potential effects on historic properties. In the meantime, please contact me at
andrew.lewis@dc.gov or 202-442-8841 if you should have any questions or comments regarding this matter.
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C| Andrew Lewis
Senior Historic Preservation Officer
DC State Historic Preservation Office
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