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Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Mount Rainier National Park
From: Acting Regional Director, Pacific West

Subject: Environmental Compliance for Segments 1 and 4 Stevens
Canyon Road Safety Improvements and Rehabilitation

The Finding of No Significant Impact for this road repair project,

designed to enhance public safety and safeguard historic landmark
district characteristics, is approved.

To complete this particular conservation planning process, at the
time when the park releases its notice of the decision, all those

- who received the supporting environmental assessment (EA) should

be provided a copy of the Errata, with instructions to attach it

to the EA so as to provide a complete record of the environmental
impact analysis undertaken.

eorge J. Turnbull
Attachment

CcC:
PWRO-FLHP

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Stevens Canyon Road Rehabilitation
Segments 1 And 4

Mount Rainier National Park, Washington

The National Park Service (NPS) in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration,
Western Federal Lands Division plans to resurface, restore and rehabilitate 10.09 miles of
Stevens Canyon Road. NPS completed an environmental assessment (EA) that provides an
analysis of the environmental consequences of the alternatives considered. The EA was
prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, its
implementing regulations by the Council on Environmental Quality (40 CFR Parts 1500-
1508), and the NPS Director’s Order #12 and accompanying Handbook - Conservation
Planning, Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision-Making. This document also
satisfies the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
011966, as amended.

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

The purpose of this project is to improve the safety for all park users traveling on Stevens
Canyon Road and to reduce the possibility of road failures and maintenance costs, while
ensuring that this work has little or no impact on the adjacent environment. The project is
needed because there are structural deficiencies in the aging Stevens Canyon Road, and
embankment fill slopes are accelerating the deterioration of the roadway. These deficiencies
include: drainage problems, surface slumps, soft spots, pavement warping and cracking,
narrow shoulders, deteriorating historic stone masonry retaining walls and guardwalls, and
overly-steep, creeping, unprotected side slopes adjacent to the roadway. Failure to correct
structural deficiencies and deteriorating road conditions would result in an increased
potential for traffic accidents, a reduction in the quality of the visitor experience, and an
increased demand on park staff and resources. In addition, allowing the road to deteriorate
will not meet the intent of the NHPA since Stevens Canyon Road is a contributing element of
the Mount Rainier National Historic Landmark District (NHLD). The rehabilitation project
will preserve the historic character of the road by retaining character-defining features, or by
reconstructing these features in-kind.

SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

The National Park Service has selected the Proposed Action Alternative, which resurface,
restore and rehabilitate (3R) Stevens Canyon Road and other related facilities, including
bridges, culverts, guardwalls, retaining walls, turnouts, and trails. The improvements will
occur along two segments of the road, totaling 10.09 miles of the 19-mile road. Segment 1
begins at the Nisqually-Paradise Road intersection and extends for 4.83 miles to Stevens
Creek Bridge. Segment 4 begins at the Backbone Ridge Viaduct and continues for 5.26 miles
to the intersection with Washington State Route (SR) 123. The 3R work is scheduled for
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construction beginning in fiscal year 2011 or 2012 and may extend for two work seasons.
The following list highlights the proposed improvements, which are described in more detail
following this summary:

(-]

Mill old asphalt surface and reuse material as part of a cold recycled asphalt base
course with a new hot asphalt surface course overlay.

Stabilize roadbed where possible.

Install additional drainage features in areas of settlement and cracking and other
areas as needed. ‘

Rebuild embankment using mechanically stabilized earth (MSE) wall at Aztec Wall
near Bench Lake curve in Segment 1.

Protect or in some cases reestablish the historic height of stone curbs and masonry
guardwalls.

Clean and inspect existing culverts and associated inlets and headwalls. Repair or
replace as necessary. Install additional culverts where needed to correct drainage
problems.

Obliterate some turnouts and return them to a natural vegetative state. The turnouts
to be retained will be paved. Other improvements under consideration at turnouts
include improvements to fencing and installation of design features to walkways,
parking, and sidewalks for accessibility.

Use stone masonry techniques to match existing walls where repair of retaining walls
and masonry guardwalls that can be seen from the roadway is needed.

Resurface deck, repair and clean the concrete approach guardwalls, repair and
repaint the metal guardrail, and widen the sidewalk of the Ohanapecosh River
Bridge.

Resurface the deck of the Paradise River Bridge.

Repair/clean concrete guardwall approaches and repair/paint metal guardrail on
Falls Creek Bridge.

Repair stone masonry at Stevens Canyon Bridge.

Repair the concrete and stone masonry work at the park entrance station on the east
end of the project.

Install cut-stone curbing and line road edge with large and medium-sized boulders
along the sidewalk-trail between the Reflection Lakes parking area and the
Wonderland Trail trailhead; repair and revegetate social trails; and install rockery
wall at damaged area at the end of the parking lot.

Limit subexcavation to areas of settlement and cracking.

Replace existing or install new road closure gates (used to close the road during the
winter), where needed.

The majority of the construction work will occur within the prism of the roadway, which is
defined as the road surface, road shoulders, turnouts, and adjacent cut and fill slopes. Wall
stabilization work at the Bench Lake curve, described below, may extend outside the road
prism if it is necessary to place equipment and stones at the base of the wall, as the wall work
is completed. The area affected outside the road prism will be small, less than 0.1 of an acre.
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Work at Inspiration Point may extend slightly outside of the road prism because the depth of
excavation at the road wall may result in a lateral disturbance where the existing road fill
slope blends into the talus below the road.

Roadway Stabilization Measures: Ten sites in Segment 1 and 35 sites in Segment 4 were
identified as needing embankment stabilization to halt roadway embankment creep that has
resulted in surface tension cracks and horizontal and vertical displacement. Of particular
note is the embankment stabilization proposed in the area of the Bench Lake curve. Thisis a
large embankment repair that encompasses two sections of Stevens Canyon Road where the
road travels through a 180-degree curve. The intent of this repair is to stabilize the slope with
the objective of naturalizing the appearance of the rebuilt embankment to match the existing
topography. In this way, the embankment repair will not adversely affect the cultural
landscape. Other embankment improvement areas have a similar objective. To address the
issue of roadway creep, one or more of the following stabilization measures will be
implemented at each site: reinforcement through use of native and imported materials;
compaction grouting; MSE wall with geocomposite sheet drain; soil-nail or reticulated
micro-pile alternate retaining wall, subgrade reinforcement; and/or deep patch.

Culvert Replacement and Maintenance: Culverts, inlets, and stone masonry headwalls will
be cleaned and inspected as part of the proposed project. During construction,
approximately 77 culverts in Segment 1 and approximately 43 culverts in Segment 2 will be
cleaned and inspected. Culverts will be repaired or replaced as needed on a case by case
basis. New culverts will be placed where needed in both road segments.

Rehabilitation of the Roadway Surface: Asphalt tension cracks and horizontal and vertical
displacement on the Stevens Canyon Road results in costly and continuous maintenance
activities. This damage is occurring because of the stress being placed on the roadway from
embankment creep. To repair this damage, the existing road pavement will be removed and
recycled for use in this project. For rehabilitation segments, the road will be milled to a 1-
inch depth then a 3-inch overlay of hot asphalt will be applied. For reconstructed segments, 3
inches of hot asphalt will be placed over a 7-inch depth of compacted roadway aggregate.

Turnout Rehabilitation and Improvement: Informal turnouts will be eliminated and
restored with imported topsoil and locally adapted native species. There are 7 turnouts that
will be obliterated, all of which are in Segment 1. The turnouts that remain will be paved and
other improvements added such as fencing to improve safety and walkways for accessibility.
There are 21 turnouts that will be paved in Segment 1 and 3 turnouts in Segment 4.

Repair of Stone Retaining Walls, Guardwalls and Stone Curbs: Stone retaining walls,
guardwalls and curbs will be repaired to ensure their continued viability for safety and
aesthetics. Some sections of the walls and stone curbs have lost height due to settlement,
pavement overlays, and embankment creep and will require repair. In these areas, all of the
stone walls and stone curbs that can be seen from the road will be repaired using masonry
techniques to match the existing walls. For example, the guardwalls at the Stevens Creek
Bridge have been identified for repair of existing masonry, and several hundred feet of stone
wall will be dismantled and reassembled at Inspiration Point because it is rotating outward
toward the downslope. The method used to repair historic stone walls and other stone
features will be to carefully remove the stonework. Each stone will be numbered and
stockpiled. A new reinforced concrete foundation will be poured and the wall or other stone
feature reconstructed in-kind, using the numbered stone and the same historic crenellated
design.
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Bridge Repair: The Ohanapecosh River Bridge and the Paradise River Bridge are in need of
bridge deck rehabilitation. These repairs will consist of removal of the existing surface and
application of an overlay treatment consisting of latex-modified asphalt. Additional work
planned at the Ohanapecosh Bridge will include adding a barrier free sidewalk on the north
side of the bridge and bridge rail enhancements (repairing and painting the metal guardrail).
The metal rail at the Falls Creek Bridge will also be repaired.

Proposed Work at Reflection Lakes: The Wonderland Trail runs along the shoulder of
Stevens Canyon Road adjacent to the Reflection Lakes area. Trail users regularly go down to
the lakeshore, which compacts the soil along the shoreline, degrades lakeside wetland
vegetation, and causes erosion and migration of fill slope gravels toward the lakeshore. In an
effort to repair existing resource damage, reduce continued lakeshore impacts and to provide
a viewing surface along the roadside, a cut-stone curb will be installed along the length of the
sidewalk between the Reflection Lakes parking area and the Wonderland Trail trailhead. The
length of the sidewalk/trail will be lined with large and medium-sized boulders on the lake-
side, and the social trails and denuded areas that lead down to the lakeshore will be repaired
using a mixture of boulders and silt bars designed to create pockets for vegetation
establishment. These denuded areas will be actively revegetated, like the denuded area at the
top of the bank beside the sidewalk/trail. The line of large and medium boulders will appear
naturalistic, and will also be interplanted with vegetation. The damaged area near the end of
the parking area sidewalk (with the exposed culvert) will be repaired with a rockery wall
along with a boulder barrier at the top, consistent with the rest of the sidewalk/trail. The
rockery wall will also be vegetated by planting into soil pockets between the boulders and
rocks.

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The EA prepared for this project also contains the environmental analysis of the No Action
Alternative. Under the No Action Alternative, there would be no roadway improvements to
Stevens Canyon Road. Stevens Canyon Road is suffering from design deficiencies that
include drainage problems, surface slumps, soft spots, pavement warping and cracking,
narrow shoulders, deterioration of stone retaining walls and masonry guardrails, and steep
creeping embankment slopes adjacent to the roadway. Under the No Action Alternative,
seasonal maintenance activities would continue when funding is available, but would not
keep pace with the worsening road conditions. This alternative does not meet the purpose
and need because: the road condition would create safety issues; historic features such as
stone retaining walls would continue to degrade; maintenance costs would increase; and the
deteriorating nature of the road would adversely affect park operations and visitor
experience.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT DISMISSED

Other than the Proposed Action Alternative and No Action Alternative, no other alternatives
were considered, but dismissed.

RATIONALE FOR SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

The Proposed Action Alternative is the selected alternative because it offers the highest

degree of resource protection for wetlands, water quality, fish, wildlife and special-status
species, historic resources, and the cultural landscape, while improving public health and
safety, which is the primary purpose of the project. The Proposed Action Alternative also
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meets the NPS guidelines for sustainable design because of the following design and
construction practices that:

o Minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources by conducting work within the
existing road prism.

o DPreserve the historic integrity of stone retaining walls, guardwalls, curbs and culvert
headwalls.

e Preserve topsoil for use in post construction reclamation.
o Transplant and reuse shrubs and trees in post construction reclamation.

o Reuse and recycle existing road material in the roadway rehabilitation.

If the No Action Alternative had been selected, the condition of Stevens Canyon Road would
continue to decline resulting in potential safety hazards to park visitors and disruption in
park operations. It would create a burden on staff time and park resources in maintaining
the roadway, and NPS would have difficulty in maintaining the integrity of the historic
elements of the NHLD.

Environmentally Preferred Alternative

In accordance with the criteria outlined in the National Environmental Policy Act and

Director’s Order #12, an environmentally preferred alternative must be identified, which
must meet the following criteria:

Criterion 1: Fulfill the responsibilities of each generation as trustee of the environment
for succeeding generations;

Criterion 2: Ensure for all Americans, safe, healthful, productive, and aesthetically and
culturally pleasing surroundings;

Criterion 3: Attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without
degradation, risk of health or safety, or other undesirable and unintended consequences;

Criterion 4: Preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of national heritage

and maintain, wherever possible, an environment that supports diversity and variety of
individual choice;

Criterion 5: Achieve a balance between population and resource use that would permit
high standards of living and wide sharing of life’s amenities; and '

Criterion 6: Enhance the quality of renewable resources and approach the maximum
attainable recycling of resources.

The Proposed Action Alternative meets all of the criteria (1-6) listed above and is therefore
the Environmentally Preferred Alternative for this project. This alternative was chosen based
on the proposed improvements beneﬁmng park maintenance operations and improving
public safety and visitor use and experience at Mount Rainier National Park. In addition, the
Proposed Action Alternative preserves important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of the
park’s natural heritage by conducting almost all construction activities within the existing
road prism, and improving drainage facilities where it is necessary. This eliminates and
minimizes impacts to important park resources.
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The No Action Alternative fails to meet the criteria by not maintaining the integrity of
historic elements of the Mount Rainier National Historic Landmark District such as
handcrafted native stone retaining walls, guardwalls and curbs, some of which require
refurbishment and reconstruction rather than maintenance. Similarly, Stevens Canyon Road
itself is a contributing element to the NHLD and existing embankment creep would continue
to adversely affect the condition of the road as there would be no improvements to prevent
embankment creep and resulting road damage. The No Action Alternative further fails by
lessening the visitor experience. The uneven road surface would not be improved and this
creates unsafe driving conditions, which maintenance itself would not resolve. In addition,
the wetland area near Reflection Lakes would be left unprotected and continue to be
degraded by visitors walking through the wetland.

MITIGATION MEASURES

The National Park Service places a strong emphasis on avoiding, minimizing and mitigating
potentially adverse environmental impacts. To help ensure the protection of natural and
cultural resources and the quality of the visitor experience, the mitigation measures
identified below will be implemented as part of the selected alternative. NPS will monitor the
construction process to help ensure that protective measures are being implemented and are
evaluated to determine if they are achieving their intended results. For example, actions with
the potential to affect cultural resources will be reviewed by the park archeologist. Table 1
presents the mitigation measures to be implemented in association with the Proposed Action
Alternative and the responsible person(s) for monitoring those measures.

[This area purposely left blank]
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WHY THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE
HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

As defined in 40 CFR §1508.27, significance is determined by examining the following criteria:

Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if the Federal
agency believes that on balance the effect will be beneficial.

No major adverse impacts were identified that will require analysis in an environmental impact statement.
Actions taken under the selected alternative will result in the following adverse and beneficial effects.

The project will have no adverse impact on known archeological resources. The project will have short-
term negligible to minor adverse impacts on air quality, water quality, wetlands, soils, fish, wildlife and
special status wildlife species; and short-term minor adverse impacts on water quantity, vegetation and
special status plants, cultural landscape, and historic structures. There will also be short-term minor to
moderate adverse impacts on visitor use and experience and public health, safety, and park operations.

The project will have a negligible long-term adverse impact on wetlands, and long-term negligible to
minor adverse impact on air quality, fish, wildlife and special status wildlife species, and historic
structures.

The project will provide beneficial effects to water quality, wetlands, soils, vegetation, special status
plants, fish, wildlife and special status wildlife species, cultural landscape, visitor use and experience, and
public health, safety and park operations.

The degree to which the proposed action affects public health and safety.

Rehabilitation of the Stevens Canyon Road will have a long-term, beneficial effect on public health and
safety by restoring road surface and base conditions, providing a smooth surface for the establishment of
safety striping, and reducing hazards related to irregular road surface conditions.

Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural resources,
park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas.

As described in the EA, ecologically critical areas and prime farmlands will not be affected. There will be
long-term, negligible to minor adverse impacts (120 adverse effect) to historic or cultural resources with
the implementation of mitigation measures and monitoring.

There are no congressionally authorized wild and scenic rivers in Mount Rainier National Park; however,
the Ohanapecosh River, which occurs in the project area, is one of the four rivers in the Park included on
the Nationwide Rivers Inventory and considered eligible for wild and scenic river status. Itis therefore
managed so as not to preclude the designation of wild and scenic river status. The specific project
activities described in the EA that may potentially affect the qualities of the Ohanapecosh River will have
temporary, and no more than minor effects on water quality and water quantity and would not affect the
free-flowing nature of the river, or any of its outstandingly remarkable values, including water quality.

There will be a long-term negligible adverse impact to wetlands from the continued, permanent loss of 10

square feet of wetland area within the road prism. No other adverse impacts to wetlands would occur and
the project would provide long-term benefits to wetlands with the implementation of mitigation measures
and other project features, such as lining the Wonderland Trail with boulders and plantings to discourage

visitors from walking through the wetland area.
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The project will not require a Statement of Findings because the project qualifies as an exception under
DO #77-1 (Wetland Protection). According to the NPS Procedural Manual #77-1: Wetland Protection,
scenic overlooks, including signs, where primary purpose include public education, interpretation, or
enjoyment of wetland resources and where total wetland impacts from fill placement are 0.1 of an acre or
less may be excepted from a statement of findings and compensation requirements. It is also excepted if
the project is intended to restore wetlands as long as the long-term cumulative impact is limited to 0.25 of
an acre of fill. Both requirements will be met by the project, thus, there is no Statement of Findings
required for the project.

The degree to which the possible effects on the quality of the human environment are highly
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks.

No highly uncertain, unique, or unknown risks were identified during either preparation of the EA or the
public comment period.

The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects
or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.

The selected alternative does not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects nor
represents a decision about future actions.

Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts.

As described in the EA, cumulative impacts were determined by combining the impacts of the selected
alternative (preferred alternative) with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.
Therefore, it was necessary to identify other ongoing or reasonably foreseeable future projects at Mount
Rainier National Park and, if applicable, the surrounding region.

Projects Contributing to Cumulative Impacts
Other plans and projects with potential to contribute to cumulative impacts are described below.

= Past, present, and future Stevens Canyon Road and park-wide routine road maintenance activities.

= Stevens Canyon Road tunnels 1 and 2 repair and stabilization work, located between Segments 1
and 4. Activities will include the repair and stabilization of tunnel linings and portals and the
stabilization of loose rock.

= Highway 123 Panther Creek Bridge repair of existing cracks in tee beams, sealing of exposed
reinforcing bar with protective coating, and debris removal from bearing seats and bents.

= Nisqually Road rehabilitation work, anticipated to start in 2012.

= State Route 410 flood protection work, anticipated to start in 2011-12.

The EA evaluated cumulative impacts for each of the resources affected by the Proposed Action
Alternative considering the actions and projects listed above. There were no cumulative adverse impacts
exceeding the major level of intensity threshold. Most cumulative effects were minor in intensity, except
for Visitor Use and Experience and Public Health, Safety and Park Operations, which will produce
moderate adverse impacts but for a short duration. Short-term moderate adverse impacts will result from
the closure of portions of Stevens Canyon Road for up to 30 days; however, once construction is
completed the road would reopen. Thus, there will be no cumulative impacts that will rise to a level of
significance.
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The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures or objects
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or destruction of significant
scientific, cultural, or historical resources.

The selected alternative will provide a benefit to historic structures within the Mount Rainier NHLD.
The proposal will rehabilitate and repair the historic structures and elements of the NHLD taking great
care to reconstruct these facilities in-kind. For example, the method to be used to repair stone features
such as culverts, headwalls, retaining walls and guardwalls will be to remove the existing stones carefully
and number each stone for later reuse. The underlying foundation will be reconstructed in-kind and then
using the numbered stone, the same historic pattern of stones will be used in their original crenellated
design. Other project work such as embankment stabilization will help to support these historic
structures to prevent any further damage from earth movement.

The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its
critical habitat.

The proposed construction methods and timing and required mitigation measures will ensure that
impacts to threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat does not exceed a level of intensity of
a minor adverse impact. Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, the action is determined to may
aftect, but not likely to adversely affectnorthern spotted owls, marbled murrelets, and bull trout. Limiting
construction to specific times and dates to avoid critical nesting periods and surveys and monitoring of
nesting activity by park staff will provide assurance that construction will not impact threatened and
endangered bird species. In addition, measures such as hanging tarps under bridges to catch anything
falling from the bridges during construction will be taken to avoid impacting critical habitat for bull trout.
There will be some benefits to wildlife from closure and revegetating informal turnouts.

Whether the action threatens a violation of federal, state or local law imposed for the protection of
the environment.

The selected alternative violates no federal, state, or local environmental protection laws.
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND AGENCY CONSULTATION

Mount Rainier National Park conducted internal scoping with appropriate NPS staff and external scoping
with the public and interested and affected groups, agencies, and tribes to determine the range of issues to
be discussed in the EA. This interdisciplinary process defined the purpose and need, identified potential
actions to address the need, determined the likely issues and impact topics, and identified the relationship
of the alternatives to other planning efforts in the park. All alternatives and associated issues raised during
the scoping process were considered and/or evaluated in this document.

The external scoping period extended from October 17, 2008 to November 17, 2008. The public scoping
notice was posted in the Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce (on October 27 and October 30, 2008) and the
Tacoma News Tribune and Eatonville News newspapers. Four written responses were received from the
Washington Department of Historic Preservation, the Cowlitz Tribe, National Parks Conservation
Association, and a private citizen. Some of the main issues and concerns included potential impacts to
threatened and endangered species, introduction and spread of invasive plant species, impacts to water
quality, impacts to wetlands, and visitor use.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was sent a letter October 10, 2008, initiating informal Section
7 consultation. A biological assessment was sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for review as part of
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the consultation process under the Endangered Species Act on October 5, 2009. Based on the USFWS’
comments, an amendment, including additional information on marbled murrelet and bull trout was
written and sent to the USFWS on December 28, 2009. The USFWS concurred with the determination of

may affect, not likely to adversely affect for northern spotted owl, marbled murrelet, and bull trout on
January 21, 2010.

Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) was initiated on October 27,2008. The
SHPO reviewed the EA and concurred with the Park’s findings on cultural resources, that the project will
have “no adverse effect” on known National Register eligible or listed resources on April 27, 2010.

Consultation with tribes was initiated during the scoping process. American Indian groups traditionally
associated with the parks were also sent scoping letters on October 17,2008. The Park received a
response from the Cowlitz Indian Tribe November 13, 2008 with recommended mitigation measures.
Those recommendations were accepted and incorporated into the project.

The EA was available for a 30-day public review ending on April 30, 2010. A press release announcing the
availability of the document was distributed to local news media, individuals, agencies, and organizations
that have expressed an interest in Mount Rainier National Park proposed actions and events. This
included the Tacoma News Tribune and Eatonville News, which posted stories in their papers and on
their internet websites. Links to these articles were also independently posted to 2 internet blogs. The
document was posted on the Park’s website at http:/www.nps.gov/mora and on the NPS Planning,
Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website at:
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfin?parkld=323&projectld-20288.

Three comment letters were received during the EA review period from the National Parks Conservation
Association, Mount Rainier National Park Association, and one private individual. The comments were
supportive of the project and agreed on the selection of the environmentally preferred alternative.

IMPAIRMENT OF PRESERVE RESOURCES OR VALUES

The National Park Service has determined that the implementation of the selected alternative will not
constitute impairment to the resources or values of Mount Rainier National Park. This conclusion is
based on a thorough analysis of the environmental impacts described in the EA, relevant scientific studies,
and the professional judgment of the decision-makers guided by the direction in NPS Management
Policies (2006). As described in the EA, implementation of the selected alternative will not result in major
adverse impacts on a resource or value whose conservation is: (1) necessary to fulfill specific purposes
identified in the establishing legislation or proclamation of Mount Rainier National Park; (2) key to the

natural or cultural integrity of the Park; or (3) identified as a goal in the Park’s General Management Plan
or other relevant National Park Service planning documents..

FONSI — June 2010
Mount Rainier National Park Stevens Canyon Road Rehabilitation EA
17



BASIS FOR DECISION

The National Park Service in cooperation with FHWA proposes to resurface, restore and rehabilitate
10.09 miles of Stevens Canyon Road and other related facilities, including bridges, culverts, guardwalls,
retaining walls, turnouts, and trails. The improvements will occur along two segments of the road:
Segment 1 begins at the Nisqually-Paradise Road intersection and extends for 4.83 miles to Stevens Creek
Bridge, and Segment 4 begins at the Backbone Ridge Viaduct and continues for 5.26 miles to the
intersection with SR 123,

Based on the environmental assessment’s analyses of issues and alternatives, consideration of public and
agency comments, the ability of the mitigation measures to avoid and/or minimize adverse impacts, and
the concurrence of agencies of authority, the National Park Service has selected the Proposed Action
Alternative for implementation. The selected alternative does not constitute an action that would
normally require preparation of an environmental impact statement. The selected alternative will not
have a significant impact on the human environment. No highly uncertain or controversial impacts,
unique or unknown risks, significant cumulative effects, or elements of precedence were identified.
Implementation of the selected alternative will not violate any federal, state, or local environmental law.

Based on the foregoing, it has been determined that an environmental impact statement is not required for
this action and the project will be implemented as soon as practicable.
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